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AHOY MATEYS! JUMP ABOARD FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLI

June 11-15,9a.m.-12 p.m.

3-year olds through incoming 5th graders / $40 per camper

Hurry - we have almost reached capacity! Register by May 14 at
www.elimpetaluma.org/vacation-bible-school.html

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! , R,
During VBS week we welcome our local community into Elim to share our faith EscuED By TR
and love of God. No experience needed! We give you all the tools and training ‘

you need to be a successful member of Team VBS! So join the party and sign up...
https://elim.formstack.com/forms/volunteer

Site Leader Teams: Bible story / Kidvid Cinema / Snack / Crafts / Games/ Preschool
program

Each site needs some energetic, fun teens and adults to make the experience exciting
and meaningful for the kids. We make it easy, so sign up now to help out! We can even
support a job share if you are available for only a few days.

Crew Leaders:
Help lead a small group of kids through the sites each day, buddy style. With one day of
2 " training (Sunday, June 3, 4:00 p.m.), you'll be fully prepared to enjoy your week at VBS.
Even better, find a friend and sign up together! Make a difference this summer and earn
community service hours at the same time!

Decorating Team:
Help us create an amazing space for our VBS! Beaches...boats.....treasure chests.... sound like fun? Join
us on our optional decoration making days on June 5-7, 11am-3pm, in the Fellowship Hall to make
props. Wear grubby clothes and feel free to bring snacks. Help decorate rooms and the sanctuary on
June 10 (worship at 9:30am, decorating at 11:45). What goes up must come down, so we'll have an
"undecorating" party after the end of VBS, starting at 12:30 p.m. on June 15 (lunch provided).

Allison Torbit VBS Director; vbs@elimpetaluma.org



http://www.elimpetaluma.org/vacation-bible-school.html
https://elim.formstack.com/forms/volunteer
mailto:vbs@elimpetaluma.org

GOD ON A BILLBO .

I recently saw a billboard alongside of the road that said
“Af ter yowillmdet God. ” As
about that billboard, I’ ve

it downwordPpn’tI won’t do
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wondered about what is lying underneath this message,

and what it is really trying to communicate.

=
- !

I have wondered if this mess ag khaviesspecalymiondgredfabootm a pl

£

this given the italiciz e d will 7. I have wondered if what this 1
that God is on God’ s throne and is ready and eager
depending on how you and I did heuphereomearthberatishwe So,
will meet God. This is one image of God. However, I think there are alternatives, which hold that in

Christ there is no condemnation, that perfect love casts out all fear. It seems to me that this other image

of God invites us to know God as a God who holds us in love amid all of our humanness. Our future
depends not on our ability to get it right and be a
and awesome all the time. S omed thatdegr mdtivateaig aheatthy but I
way anyway. As the writer of 1 John has written, we love because God first loved us. This billboard has

made me reflect upon motivation. What is motivating us? How are we motivating others? Where do

we sense fear leading us?

Do we have to wait until we die to meet God? The holy scriptures tell the story of people who
experienced the transforming presence of God while they were yet living. Abraham and Sarah

experienced God in the form of three visitors. Moses encountered God in a bush that was on fire. Isaiah

had a vision of God in the temple. Jesus’” foll ower
an incredible vision of God out on an island. Ther
Matthe ws t hat goes, “Above all things, if kindness 1is

7”7

reach your end. Jesus spoke of the kingdom of God
that we will meet God when we reach our end. It seems to me that there is another, which says God is to
be met all along the way to our end. The billboard has invited me to reflect upon my experience of God.

What might we do to awaken ourselves to the presence of God in our lives?

Does faith equal certainty? I think faith is about hope and trust, not certainty. I think sometimes I am
hopeful and other times I am not. I have my fair share of questions and uncertainty. Do we meet God
after we die? Well, I don’ tilksowhfhidr there. i sThe fet

|

followers claimed that “death has lost its sting
earth,” a perfect place. I just think that whdile f
honesty. And sometimes this means wondering about

this means lamenting the feeling of hopelessness and god-forsakenness. Will we meet God? So the
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Christian faith seems to claim and seems to inviteusi nt o . But we don’t have to

easy to believe all the time or that we’ ve been to

So what would I write on a billboard? I ' d probably write a messaguw about
how faith seems to invite us to experience this 1ov

I" m just a little uncertain of how I’d word it. Wh

warm wishes,

Patrick

UPCOMI NKYVE NS

MEXICO REFLECTIONS SUNDAY
May 6, both services

The Mexico House Building Mission Team will be sharing their
stories and pictures from this year's very successful trip during
both services on May 6. Come see and hear about this meaningful
mission that our Elim community has supported again this year.

MEDITATIVE HEALING PRAYER GROUP
Saturday, May 19, 9:30 a.m., Fireside room

We are a group that gets together,and wi th God’ s presence, Weespepdray for
some time getting prepared for the healing process. It takes about half an hour for each healing that we

do. If you are unable to come to the church office and live locally, we will try to come to your place to

pray. All this is done with love and in strict confidence with you.

The times that are available on the 3rd Saturday of the month are 10:30 and 11:00 a.m. Please call the
church office to schedule an appointment. (762-4081)

\ M_ ANNUAL MEETING
| May 20 at 11:30 a.m.

Elim”s Annual Meeting wi lIl30khm.irhtleekadctudrynthd a y, Mz
annual meeting is our opportunity to gather as a community to hear a summary of the
past year, chart the course for the upcoming year, pass the budget, and transact other

business. All members of the Elim community are welcome to attend the meeting. We
look forward to seeing you there!

E\// Annual Reports will be available starting May 6, and the Leadership Team will be
@ holding Town Meetings between services on May 6 and 13 to answer any questions you

j> may have about the budget or other items on the agenda.
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ANNOUNCEEMNT S

THESPIRITMOVINGINNE W WAYS ..

During worship on Pentecost (May 20th), we’ll take
members and new faces at Elim. If you are new to Elim and are interested in becoming a member, email
patrick@elimpetaluma.org, or follow the link, http://elim.formstack.com/forms/joinelim.

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM UPDATE Sm

The team met on April 17. Discussions revolved around the Easter season -3 -

, s V. d2 Va S
and what worked and what could be improved upon. Summer schedule  PgQ gg Pad Qg P9
is due to start on May 20 with one Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. The theme “

for the summer with be Psalm’s. WORSHIP

NOMINATING COMMITTEE Tl MES
The nominating committee is currently assembled and working to fill

various open leadership positions at Elim. Included are positions on Elim's Leadership team,
Endowment committee, and 2019 Nominating committee. If you have any interest in any of these or
questions feel free to contact a member of this year's nominating committee. We ask for your prayers,
that the Holy Spirit would lead us in our discernment.

Tammy Albertson
Roger Davis
Anita Flett

Ed Sellai
Catherine Winters

O O O O o

A MESSAGE BQFBIQESTAFE | M’

Now is a great time to moderate your expectations of the office staff. We are short-staffed and

under going further transi atioroHislast dayiintthe office wilkbe Middyl e r * s
May 4. We thank Alex for his steadfast service and over-the-top commitment this year, and cheer him on

in pursuit of his career. Our own Pam Lewis has joined the office staff as temporary office manager

through the end of May. Thank you, Pam! Please consid
departure, if your schedule permits. Contact Audrey Norman (audrey@elimpetaluma.org) to volunteer.

Thank you!

ELIM IS LOOKING FOR A NEW BOOKKEEPER

This paid staff member will be responsible for accurately maintaining the financial records of the
congregation, preschool and related ministries. The position is for 20 hours per week. The bookkeeper is
also responsible for some other financial functions as well. For all the details please visit our website
(https://www.elimpetaluma.org/were-hiring.html). Please pass this information on to anyone you know
who might be qualified.
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GRADUATES IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD?

Deadline to submit information: May 15

We would like to recognize Elim members who are graduating or have graduated since last June in the
June issue of The SourcePlease send the name of the graduate, degree, name of school from which
he/she is graduating, and his/her future plans to the church office: elim@elimpetaluma.org. Please limit
this to those who attend Elim.

ENDOWMENT FUND

The period of accepting grant proposals has closed for the 2017-18 year and will reopen after July 1st. A
full report of our grants will be in the Annual Report and explained at the Annual Meeting in May.
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Endowment Fund, submitted a grant request, or served
on the committee. Special thanks goes to Jo Ann Andrus and Bill Tennyson, who have completed their
three-year commitment and will be serving the church community in other ways. The Endowment
committee will therefore be looking for two new members ... please prayerfully consider if you would
enjoy serving on the committee! If you would like to find out more about this rewarding opportunity,
please call committee chair Laine Gen: (415)341-6624.

ADUL™MI NI STRI ES

ELCW - ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

Monthly Meetings

Sunday, May 6, 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

The ELCW board meets the first Sunday of each month in the Fireside Room, in the Church Office
building.

Circles
Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group bu
Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested. Below you will find Circle information and when
they each meet.
f  Grace Friendship (hosted by Shirly Bunce) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month —
May 10 — at 12 p.m. in the back of the sanctuary. Pastor Patrick will lead the Bible study.

1 Elizabeth (hosted by Suzy Sellai) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month — May 21 —at 7 p.m.
1 Esther (hosted by Jan Moffet) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month — May 8 — at noon.

MEN’S MI NI SABTRY BRE AK

Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen. Cooking at 7-8 a.m., 8-
9 a.m. eat and discuss. Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate. For
more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.

CRAFTERS UPDATE

Our next pop-up sale will be May 6 for Mother's Day! Mark your calendars to shop, and also join us in
crafting, each Saturday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Room 1 or from the comfort of your own home.

elimpetaluma.org ~ May 2018|PAGE 5


mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org

FAI THORMATI ON

DINNER CHURCH
May 6, 5-6 p.m.
One of the ways Acts describes lifeamon g J esus’ first foll |

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at hon
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people “Acts 2:46-47

We have begun trying a new activity called "Dinner Church". On the first Sunday night of each month
we'll gather from 5-6 p.m. for a combined meal and worship. During the hour there will be singing,
eating, conversation, and communion. Please call the church office if you are interested in helping to
prep the meal. Meal prep starts at ~4:30 p.m.

CHILDREN’ S P ROGR A MS

Our upcoming schedule for the rest of the Sunday school year is as follows:

U May 6 - movie and snack

iU May13-Mot her’ s Day brunch potluck and project with

U May 20 - No Sunday School, due to the Annual Meeting

U May 27 - Last day! — games and snacks outside

U June 3/June 10 - anyone willing to help clean up classroom and help with VBS decorations and

prep is requested!!
Thank you for a great Sunday School year!!!
YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
Jr. High Hybrid Faith at Elim
Those in 6th-8th grade are invited to participate in this group. We'll meet on May 6 before Dinner
Church to think together about the story of Creation.
High School Wednesday Gatherings
Wednesdays, at 6:15 p.m.
Regular weekly high school group gatherings are on Wednesday nights. These gatherings begin at 6:15
p-m. and end at 8 p.m. Youth share a meal and converse about their lives and faith journeys.
ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
Adult Forum
Sundays, at 9:40 a.m., Choir Room
The Adult Forum a six-week series on Revelation continues through the
month of March. The book we will be reading i

Al'l Things” by Craig Koester.
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Exploring the Story

Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Choir Room

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible reading and
sermon topic for the upcoming Sunday. A great group of regulars is always eager to welcome
newcomers to the bunch.

LI TTISHEPHE RPRES CHOOL

Dear Elim Friends, ‘ o
May is going to be a busy month N

hard to believe that the school year is nearly over. We have had a lot of

fun adventures. On April 6 we had our Spring Fundraiser held at thtle Shep herd

Hermans Sons Hall. Thank you to the many Elim members that L h l
attended! We appreciate your generous support. The money raised at ut erﬁn PreSChoo
this event will allow us to continue our gymnastics and music programs. At the end of May we will say
goodbye to 27 four year olds when they graduate. Our classes for the fall are nearly full and we are

looking forward to another exciting year in September. We have started taking registration for summer
session and anticipate a fun few months with the children who will attend.

Kathy Fowler

Summer Program

Enrollment hasbegunforLi t t 1 e S dumrpehyragmh!sEach week will have a theme with related
activities. Open to all children ages 3 to 5 who are toilet trained and have attended a preschool program
during the school year. Classes run from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday through Friday. Contact the school,
church office, or see the preschool website (elimpetaluma.org/preschool) for the registration form.

The total cost of each weekly session is $175, with $50 of that total due with the registration form (this
$50 nonrefundable registration fee guarantees the spot in the class). The balance of $125 is due the first
day of class.

T Week 1: June 18-22 Animal Friends

T Week 2: June 26-29 Dinosaurs

1 Week 3: July 9-13 Cooking Fun

1 Week 4: July 16-20 Young Artists

1 Week 5: July 23-27 Splish Splash by the Sea

1T Week6: July30-August3 Let’” s Explore

1 Week 7: August 6-10 Camping PRESCHOO L
1T Week 8: August 13-17 Craft and Create
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GRATI TUDE o

From Pamela Lewis el

To My Elim Family,

I have had the distinct honor and pleasure of being in service to God, in
His beautiful oasis we call Elim Lutheran Church, from the time He
called me to return to the fold in 2005. As reluctant as I was, I made a '.~
vow to God to give my life over in service to Him. He did not disappoint! @QOO
W SSSKEs

Through this journey, I have experienced undeniable joys, warm

fellowship, forged beautiful friendships, given and received heartfelt hugs, shared laughter and tears,
prayed and have been prayed for, and the list goes on and on. There is no definable measure to the
gratitude I have for my family in Christ, nor the blessings I have received since I started here at Elim.

Thusly, it is with sadness that I announce my last day as the lead singer of Waves of Grace, the best band
of angels I've ever had the pleasure of singing with, will be on Sunday, May 20.

As one chapter closes, another begins. My journey is leading me to Ukiah, where my intention is to
pursue a spiritual based practice involving counseling, meditation, healing prayer, working with the
elderly, infirm and children. I take with me all the wonderful memaories, life lessons and blessings I've
gathered with you all, and apply it as my faith foundation. For God led me to you for this purpose and is
now leading me onward to share the essence of Elim further North and beyond. I humbly ask for
prayers for a successful transition into my new life role.

7

Elim is a true oasis, and I " m certain I will return
continue to keep you all in my prayers.

Peace, Light and Love

OUTREAGHCOMMUNITY

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:
MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION TRIP
221 EOCEwWODO! wi DYDOT » wUI i 1 UUwU O wWMéyudciidntwil beleiexico D O1T wU
House Building Mission Trip" T 1 EQwOI | w? 2onth& @i éhuelopes, lodk Bbifiespecial offering
1 O0Y1 OOx1T UwbOwUT I wEEEOwWO! wOi | wUEOEUUEUaAOwWOUWEOPEOW
Elim's Mexico House Building Mission Trip is arranged through Amor Ministries in San Diego. For

more than 30 years, Amor has built homes that have impacted more than 16,000 families in Mexico. Elim
has been participating for the past 28 years.

#OOEUl wEAwWUUDOT wOT 1T wUx1 EPEOWOI 11 UDOT wl OY1 Othel UOWET
2#00EUT w- ObP2 WEUUUOO wO O wdB17-6431: Hambunt) DauOU wUT OE wE L
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EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES

This month Elim will host the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, May 1, at

Lucchesi Park, and the Westside Pantry on Thursday, May 17, in our
Fellowship Hall. Come a little before 5 p.m. to help set up. We start serving at

FA_N‘—.[R_Y 5:30 p.m. and are usually done and headed home by 6 p.m. Bring the kids, a

Y. S— friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community
@ U 3 . service hours. If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about
ELIM R® NEWS!

pantries, please contact the office (elim@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081).
R 3 The Elim R® group (Rebuild, Restore, Recover) is open to all, and is readily welcoming

newcomers! Please visit our next event/meeting or contact Athena Labberton about how
to become involved.

ELI MEGI STRY

Eli Otto Roemer, son of Joseph and Erika Roemer, was baptized during the 11am service on Easter
Sunday.

FI NANCIRHP ORT

Regular Giving Report

MARCH YEAR-TO-DATE
Regular Giving;: $ 22,419 $ 252,584
Budget: $ 24,954 $ 260,875
Variance: (% 2,535) (% 8,291)
Variance (%): -10.2% -3.2%
Regular Giving Last Year: $ 22,286 $ 238,015
Change from Last Year: $ 133 $ 14,569
Change from Last Year (%): 0.6% +6.1%
Full Year Budget: $ 344,485 {
Last Year’ s A $306,884
Increase over last year: $ 37,801
Increase over last year (%): 11.0%

Budget Comparison (Congregational Programs)
The report below includes all congregational activigiesept ittle Shepherd Lutheran
Preschool and the Elim Lutheran Church Women.

MARCH 2018 Actual Budget Variance
Unrestricted Contributions 22,569 25,088 (2,519)
Other Revenue 4,576 4,752 (176)h
Use of Restricted Funds 15,006 7,179 7,827
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Total Revenues 42,150 37,019 5,131
Expenses (50,789)  (38,068) (12,721)
Excess (Deficit) of Revenue over Expenses (8,638) (1,049) (7,590)
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE Actual Budget Variance
Unrestricted Contributions 255,238 262,207 (6,969)
Other Revenue 37,681 34,113 3,569
Use of Restricted Funds 60,056 71,792 (11,736)
Total Revenues 352,974 368,111 (15,137)
Expenses (381,761) (405,968) 24,207
Excess (Deficit) of Revenue over Expenses  (28,786)  (37,857) 9,070

WORSHINOTES

APRIL ATTENDANCE
April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 | Average Weekly
8:00 a.m. 53 8:30 a.m. 57 50 112 Attendance in
9:30 a.m. 172 April
11:00 a.m. 122 10:30 a.m. 80 86 140 2018 218
Week total 347 137 136 252 2017 221

2, ALTAR FLOWERS
g\f‘ Help make the altar look special each Sunday! You are May 6: Open
invited to pick a date that: May 13: Wyricks
: . . ?? . :
E birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers © May 20: Amy Malaise
) : on the closest Sunday. Put your name on the Flower Chart :
j) : on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area. The cost May 27: Nancy Clark

depends on whether you use flowers from your garden
’L : (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist.

BULLETIN COVER ART

Our series on Revelation will continue throughout the month of May. Readings from Revelation are
wonderfully descriptive. It should stir the artist in everyone. Please prayerfully consider expressing one

of the readings in art form. We would love to feature your artful interpretation.

Artwork submitted by members of any age should represent the text of the day. Drawings must be done
in dark colors and easy enough to copy. Due to the cost of printing color, artwork will be displayed black
and white with the exception being special services. Photographs may have to be adjusted for better

quality copying. The due date will be the Tuesday before the service.

Since we are updating our Worship Helper Database we have added Artist/Photographer to the

positions. You can sign-up online by going to www.elimpetaluma.org and clicking on Worship Helpers
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at the bottom of the screen. Just click on the date you interested in. If the website does not let you in
send an email to Barb Villa at barb@elimpetaluma.org or call her at the office (707) 762-4081.

Date Scripture/Point / Deadline

May 6 Scripture: Ephesians 2:11-22

Mexico Reflections
Artwork Deadline: May 1

May 13 Scripture: Revelation 6:1-8 and 7:9-17

Point: The four horsemen present threats of conquest, violence, economic insecurity,
and death

Artwork Deadline: May 8

May 20 Scripture: Acts 2:1-4; Revelation 13:1-18

Point: Point - Jesus' followers receive the holy spirit;
Point - The beast is the opposite of the Lamb, who gives people their true identity.

The beast conquers by tyranny(13:7) but the Lamb conquers by the sacrifice that frees
Artwork Deadline: May 15

May 7 Scripture: Revelations 17:1-6 and 19:11-16

Point: The harlot is obsessed with luxury and conspicuous consumption. She is violent and
yet alluring. The imagery describes the seductive power of materialism and society's
fascination with violence.

Artwork Deadline: May 22

]une 3 Scripture: Revelations 21:1-6 and 22:1-5

Point: God was introduced as the Creator in Rev 4 and God's final great act consists of new
creation. The defeat of the forces of evil does not bring about the annihilation of the earth.
Rather, it leads to God saying "l make all things new" (21:5)

Artwork Deadline: May 29

WORSHIP HELPERS

Thanks to all who signed up to be a worship helper and those of you who saw the need during service
and stepped in.

Being a worship helper is a small way you can give of yourself to Elim. Most of the tasks occur during
worship and require only a few minutes of your time. You may find helping will enhance your worship
experience. Worship helpers include: acolytes, bulletin folders, coffee hosts, ushers, readers, worship

l eader s, communi on hel pers, bread bakers, sound
something for everyone and we encourage everyone to be a worship helper. You do not have to make a
commitment to do the task every week. Many hands, make light work.

The summer schedule is on the Worship Helper page of the Elim website
(http://www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers.html). On May 20, we will begin our summer
schedule of one Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. We would like to try assigning worship helpers
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http://www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers.html

automatically. If you are opposed to being assigned a date, please let me know by Wednesday, May 9.
You can either pick a date or let me know you are not available. Please send an email to me at
barb@elimpetaluma.org or call me at the office (707)762-4081. Thanks, Barb Villa

The schedule will be posted outside the Sanctuary as well as on the website. If you need to request a
sub, that can be done from the website or give me a call/email at the church office.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

1 LeahKellgren 8 Sarah Labberton 16 Joan Hunsicker 24 Hannah Becker
Andrew Skanderson 9 Leenie Atwood Paul Roberti Kirsten Eveland
Scarlett King Mike Curley Vivian Tasselmyer 25  Virginia Hofer
Mark Albertson 11 Elinor Lyon 17 Melvia Rowland Karin Hoy
Sheri Boone Amelia Nordquist 18 Aidan Fusco Amy Malaise
Trenton Herrera 12 Sue Kinsman Jack Jones Stephanie Simon

4 Vicki Haddock Dan Widger 20 Brede Westby 30 Greg Moore
Ellie Hall 13 Don Bent 21 Sue Barnes 31 Debra Shaw
Philip Sorensen Elisa King Mike McKinley

6 Koko Stephens-Jackson 14 Cole Becker 22 Shirley Cardella
Tara Zamacona Lorentz Koagedal

FLI MUTHERAMMNMURCH

504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 \ . N
Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am-2pm

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Patrick Torbit 415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org Sarah Labberton. Youth Leader

Audrey Norman, Staff Transition Manager sarah@elimpetaluma.org

762-4081 / audrey@elimpetaluma.org Kevin Hart, Leadership Team President

Pam Lewis, Interim Office Manager kevinhart@elimpetaluma.org

762-4081 / elim@elimpetaluma.org Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Director

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com
Scheduler
762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org

Cathe Kiler, Music Director
Living in Godé&s |I:
To invite all people
To grow in God
And to work together :
To heal and transform the community:
I'n Jesusd na:
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