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See page 4 
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HEARING WATER 
At a recent retreat, I was invited alongside of other retreaters to spend an hour 

in nature carrying out a conversation (silently or aloud) with a part of creation. 

It was an invitation. Nothing required, nothing forced, just an opportunity to 

listen. I had never really done anything like this before, and so I met this 

invitation with a good dose of hesitation, perhaps skepticism, and fear. “Really? 

Talk to something in creation? Would this put me in the category of crazy?” I 

thought to myself. I was pretty sure I was going to decline this invitation. 

“Thanks, but no thanks,” I’d say. That is until I started my hour nature walk and 

couldn't resist the lovely sound of water coming from a creek that followed the 

trail I was on. Throwing caution to the wind, I said to myself, “What the heck, what’s the worst that 

could happen?” And so I began to talk with the water. But what on earth do you say to water? So I began 

by introducing myself. "Hi water, I'm Patrick." I could hear a gentle whisper in return, "Hi Patrick, I'm 

sister water, nice to meet you." But then I really didn’t know what to say. What does one say to an 

element of the earth that talks back to you? I thought for a moment and replied in the only way I knew 

how, "I'm not really sure what to say," I said to her. But again, I heard a gentle whisper, "Don't worry 

about saying anything, just be." Who knew water was so kind, so gracious? Her words invited me into 

peace, rest, freedom, and being.  I took a deep breath. It was from this place that I found it in me to ask 

water a question. "What can you teach me?" I asked. She replied, with words that made me pause. 

“Look, what do you see? Listen, what do you hear?" So I looked and I listened. A part of the creek was 

quiet and still, and yet still further up along the trail I could see and hear the water raging. "I see that you 

are calm at times and raging at others. Come to think of it, I know the feeling,” I said. I continued along 

the trail, looking and listening to the water in the creek, following it up a dam to a rather murky looking 

lake. It was at this point in our conversation that I looked at her murkiness and said to water, "I'm really 

not sure how to tell you this, but I find your murkiness kind of unattractive." Again, she whispered back, 

"We all have attractive and unattractive things about us. Are you okay with that?” she asked. I sensed 

the truth, "Yes, I'm okay with that," I replied. Just then two runners passed by and I overheard one say to 

the other with disgust, "the lake is really looking pretty dank today.”  I couldn’t help but laugh. They 

had not heard me, yet they were thinking the same thing.  "I tried to tell you gently,” I said to the water. 

Yet in the moment I was reminded that at other locations she was quite beautiful. I was reminded in the 

moment that according to a posted sign, that murky water would become someone’s drinking water. 

Ultimately that murky water’s destination was inside a human’s body. 

Ultimately, that murky water would be filtered and would nourish and 

sustain life. I spent the next half hour or so in conversation with water 

until it was time for me to meet back up with my group. In saying 

goodbye, I heard her say, "We should do this again.” "I'm not sure,” I 

said. "Was it life-giving?" she asked. "Well, yeah it was," I replied. "So 

why wouldn't you?" she said. Walking on the trail on my way back, I 
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stopped at a point where the creek came close. I dipped my hand in the water, giving a hug, if you will, 

to my new-found friend.   

Poet Linda Hogan has written, "There is a way that nature speaks, that land speaks.  Most of the time we 

are simply not patient enough, quiet enough to pay attention to the story." 

Looking back, I can see how the practice of a nature walk and the invitation to have a conversation with 

a part of creation encouraged me to be patient, to be quiet, to pay attention, to look, and to listen. I 

wonder how often I’m not looking. I wonder how often I’m not listening. Or perhaps I’m looking, but 

not really looking, or listening, but not really listening. I wonder how often I’m living but not really 

paying attention, not really noticing. Barbara Brown Taylor has written about the “spiritual practice of 

paying attention.” Our ability/willingness/determination to pay attention is deeply connected to our 

relationship with God, she offers. Although I’m not always the best at it, I think it’s true. And I also think 

it is true that our ability/willingness/determination to listen is strongly connected to compassion. Lord 

knows that perhaps something we really need in our day and time is a strong capacity to listen deeply to 

one another.          

What might it look like for you and me to strengthen our capacity to listen this season? Perhaps the 

season of Lent that we are entering into provides an opportunity for us to listen more intently, to open 

our ears and minds and hearts even wider to the ancient stories, to ourselves, to others, to nature, to 

silence, to music. Perhaps this season invites us to keep our ears open, expecting to hear the loving voice 

of the creator.   

  

 “While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.  

Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’” – Luke 9:34-35  

PRESIDENT’S POST  
Part I 

I know T.S. Eliot said that, “April is the cruelest month . . . “, but my vote for cruelest month is January.  

Post-Christmas blues, the PGE bill reflecting the increased wattage of your Christmas display, broken 

resolutions (see part II) and only ONE holiday (New Year’s Day) until 1983 when President Ronald 

Reagan signed the law creating Martin Luther King Jr. Day!   

On the other hand, look at February!  President’s Day (which used to be TWO holidays), Valentine’s 

Day, plus it’s a quirky month! Usually 28 days, but sometimes 29!?   Who can’t love that?  (True story – 

Lou and I almost got married on 2/29/92, Leap Day, but I figured out he just wanted to buy fewer 

anniversary gifts). 

February at Elim is no exception – there are plenty of events and groups listed in this Source to help you 

shake off your January blues.   
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Lent begins (Ash Wednesday is Feb 14) with Wednesday worship services until Palm Sunday (March 

25).  As in past years, the Elim community will host a spaghetti dinner before the Ash Wednesday 

service, and weekly soup suppers prior to each service thereafter.  Please join us.  I’ll see you there. 

Part II 

Volunteering is GOOD for you*, so give Elim AN HOUR of your time this month! 

 
Can you relate to Opal?  I know I can.  But, may I suggest that instead of another cat **(or dog, parrot, 

gerbil, reptile…), a great, healthy way to make a few changes in your life is to plug-in to Elim and 

RESOLVE TO VOLUNTEER ONE HOUR OF YOUR TIME THIS MONTH.   

Barb Villa schedules weekly worship helpers and she has been having difficulty getting folks to step up 

and help with service-related tasks and positions.  Weekly, she scrambles to find help and our volunteer 

“bench” is getting very thin right now.   

Not a fan of the spotlight?  Bake the communion bread for one week or fold bulletins.  Would you like to 

get to know more folks? Volunteer to usher, serve communion or help with coffee hour hosting and 

cleanup.  Or, is there some other talent you have that could enhance our worship services?  Do you sing? 

Play an instrument?  Are you an artist?  We have numerous choir opportunities, plus the band and 

special music, and always need bulletin art and flowers for the sanctuary. 

Step up and help out!  I will.  It’ll be good for us!  

* Volunteering is GOOD for you. “Over the past two decades, a growing body of research that indicates volunteering 
provides individual health benefits in addition to social ones. This research, which is presented by CNCS (Corporation for 
National and Community Service) in a report titled “The Health Benefits of Volunteering: A Review of Recent Research,” has 
established a strong relationship between volunteering and health: those who volunteer have lower mortality rates, 
greater functional ability, and lower rates of depression later in life than those who do not volunteer.” 

(https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/07_0506_hbr_brief.pdf) 

** Lynn loves most types of animals (OK, reptiles? – not so much) and strongly encourages rescue adoptions.  By all means, if 

you are ready to be a pet parent, get a pet, AND volunteer an hour this month at Elim.  

https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/07_0506_hbr_brief.pdf
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FEBRUARY EVENTS  

RELAY FOR LIFE, PLANNING 
February 4, 11:45 a.m. Choir Room 

Calling all Elim Lites and those who might be interested in becoming an Elim Lites team members. 

Come to a meeting on Sunday, February 4, 2018 at 11:45 a.m. in the choir room. We'll begin the planning 

for our gala fundraiser to be held on April 22, 2018 at Hermann Sons Hall. If you are not interested in 

being on one of the actual teams but would enjoy working on the fundraiser, we would love to have you 

attend! Tell us what you would like to do, and we'll find an activity for you to assist us in doing what we 

can to one day have a cancer free world! Contact Nancy L. Clarke for more information. 

VALENTINE CRAFTS…MAKE OR TAKE 
Valentine’s Day Sale on Sunday, February 11  

Visit the fellowship hall between services and after 

church to shop for handmade valentine’s crafts. 

The Saturday morning Brunch Bunch has 

resumed, meeting on Saturdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.  

All ages and talents are welcome, especially if you 

bring treats to share. We are focusing on 

Valentine’s Day crafts this month. Join us upstairs 

in Room 1. The Brunch Bunch is not accepting 

donations at this time. Please contact Barb Villa at 

the office if you have any donation questions.  

MEDITATIVE HEALING PRAYER GROUP 
Saturday, February 17, 9:30 a.m. Fireside room 

We are a group that gets together, and with God’s 

presence we pray for people’s healing. We spend 

some time getting prepared for the healing 

process. It takes about half an hour for each 

healing that we do. If you are unable to come to 

the church office and live locally, we will try to 

come to your place to pray. All this is done with 

love and in strict confidence with you. 

The times that are available on the 3rd Saturday of 

the month are 10:30 and 11:00. Please call the 

church office to schedule an appointment. (762-

4081) 

 

TRI-TIP & PASTA FEED, & SILENT AUCTION  
February 10 

As seen above, Elim’s own Troop 9 is holding its 

annual fundraising feast! To purchase tickets, 

catch John Schempf or Roger Davis at church on 

Sundays or give them a ring! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ENDOWMENT FUND  

Yes - Elim's Endowment Fund still has money left to award, and applications are being accepted until 

March 1st!  Members of Elim or non-profits can apply for funds for the following purposes: 

• Outreach into the community:  A source for seed money for projects that reach out to help others 

and spread God’s message of love.   

• Educational projects within our church that require sponsorship or initial purchases in order to 

get started.   

• Outreach of faith:  Projects to spread the Lutheran faith or to care for the faithful.    

• Enhancements to worship    

• Facility modifications    

• Response to disaster, such as recent fires. 

Applications can be completed and submitted online (https://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/grant) 

or by getting an application from Alex in the main office and returning it to him.   

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 

The Worship & Music Team met on Tuesday, January 16.  Discussions revolved around the 

upcoming Lenten season.  Pastor Patrick presented a few ideas for a Lenten series.  It was 

decided to use the theme "Can you hear God now?".  This comes from "Listen Here! The Art 

and Spirituality of Listening" by Megan McKenna.   Each Wednesday we will focus on 

listening to God through a different means.    

The Lenten season begins on Wednesday, February 14.  Join us for our Ash Wednesday spaghetti dinner 

that will be served in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Your donation for the meal will help 

cover the food costs with proceeds going to the Elim Scholarship Fund.    

We will gather in worship at 7:00 p.m. where we will receive the imposition of ashes 

and prepare our hearts and minds for the next 40 days of Lent.  

Soup Suppers will take place before our Wednesday worship from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 

starting on February 21.  A request is being sent to groups/circles to prepare soup for 

a given night.  If anyone is interested in helping/joining in on preparing a soup 

supper, please contact the church office (707-762-4081).  

We plan to have Festival Choir sing on Earth Day, April 22. More information will be coming.  Music for 

Good Friday and Passion/Palm Sunday will be planned by the Worship & Music Team. Your 

suggestions are always welcome. 

MEALS FOR THE NOCKLEBYS 

Would you like to prepare and deliver a meal for our dear members, Diane & Daryll Nockleby, in their 

time of need?  They would like meals on Sundays and Wednesdays.  If you want to jump on this meal 

train, please contact the office for information on how to sign up.  
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ADULT MINISTRIES 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

2018 ELCW Board 
The new ELCW Board: 

• President: Carol Mayo 

• Vice President:  TBD 

• Secretary:  Debra Jensen Orner 

• Treasurer:  Lynn Harenberg-Miller 

Circles 
Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

• Grace Friendship (hosted by Shirly Bunce) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – 

February 8 – at 12 p.m. in the back of the sanctuary.  Pastor Patrick will lead the Bible study.  

• Elizabeth (hosted by Andrea Nortz) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month – February 19 – at 7 

p.m.  

• Esther (hosted by Jan Moffet) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month – February 13 – at noon.  

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8 a.m., 8-

9 a.m. eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

FAITH FORMATION 
DINNER CHURCH  

February 11, 5-6 p.m. 

One of the ways Acts describes life among Jesus’ first followers is in this way… 

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 

ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people.”-Acts 2:46-47 

We have begun trying a new activity called "Dinner Church". On the first Sunday night of each month 

we'll gather from 5-6 p.m. for a combined meal and worship. During the hour there will be singing, 

eating, conversation, and communion. Please call the church office if you are interested in helping to 

prep the meal. Meal prep starts at ~4:30 p.m. 

For the month of February only, to avoid conflict with the Super Bowl, we will be meeting the second 

Sunday, on February 11.  
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Sunday School 
Sunday school is back in full swing!!! We are continuing our walk through the Bible and have begun the 

new year with New Testament stories.  

➢ Volunteers and parents are always welcome.  

Upcoming event: “Super Bowl Sunday School Game Day!”  
Date: February 4, 2018 

Time: 9:40-10:25 

Location: Sunday School Room Upstairs  

What to bring: snacks and a favorite game to share with your friends  

Easter Egg Hunt Planning 
Planning for the Easter Egg Hunt is underway. We are looking for volunteers to help and/or lead this fun 

event. The hunt is usually on Palm Sunday, which is March 25 this year. Please contact Sarah Labberton 

or Allison Torbit if you are interested in helping this year. 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES  

Jr. High Hybrid Faith at Elim 
Those in 6th-8th grade are invited to participate in this group. We'll meet on February 11 before the 

“Dinner Church” to think together about the story of Creation.  

High School Wednesday Gatherings 
Wednesday, at 6:15 p.m. 

Regular weekly high school group gatherings have resumed on Wednesday nights. These gatherings 

will begin at 6:15 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. Youth will share a meal and converse about their lives and faith 

journeys.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum - 7 Big Questions About Faith  
Sundays 

This month we continue the series called "Seven Big Conversations About 

Faith".  The forum begins with short videos featuring compelling voices within 

the church today and will move into a time of conversation.  

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible reading and 

sermon topic for the upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars is always eager to welcome 

newcomers to the bunch. 
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MUSIC 

CHERUB CHOIR 
Winter session starts soon 

Do you know any children looking for a fun music experience?  Invite 

them to join Cherub Choir!  Our primary focus is children ages 3-7, but 

older children who want to sing with us are welcome!  It's a great 

avenue for them to explore their faith!  We will meet on Thursdays at 

6:30 p.m. in Room 9. Please be on the lookout for our announcement of a starting date! Questions?  

Please feel free to contact Vicki Olivas Navarro. 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering 

towards a special cause.  The February recipient will 

be the Lutheran Social Services of Northern 

California.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew 

envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the 

back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” 

button on our website to contribute.  

During the month of February our Second Mile offerings will be donated to Lutheran Social Services of 

Northern California. 

LSS of Northern California’s mission is to promote stability and honor the dignity of those we serve by 

providing supportive housing services that lead to self-sufficiency. LSS envisions that our communities 

have hope, stability, and a path to self-sufficiency. 

LSS offers the hope of lives transformed to people of all faiths (or no faith) who are vulnerable because of 

homelessness, mental illness, addiction or disaster. Our mission is to provide services to the public at 

large, throughout a service area that encompasses Northern California, with offices and programs in 

Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra Costa and San Joaquin counties. 

Please keep LSS in your prayers this month and consider an additional offering toward their ministries. 

The Sierra Pacific Synod is blessed to accompany this organization in mutual ministry as we proclaim 

God’s creative, redeeming and sanctifying love in our synod. 

Donate by using the special offering envelopes, check off ”Special Offering” in the pew envelopes, click on the 

“Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd . 
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EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim will host the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, February 6, at 

Lucchesi Park, and the Westside Pantry on Thursday, February 15, in our 

Fellowship Hall. Come a little before 5 p.m. to help set up. We start serving at 

5:30 p.m. and are usually done and headed home by 6 p.m. Bring the kids, a 

friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community 

service hours.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about 

pantries, please contact the office (elim@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

ELIM R3 NEWS! 

The R3 group (Rebuild, Restore, Recover) is open to all, and is readily welcoming 

newcomers! We are currently looking into opportunities to work in Sonoma county. 

Please visit our next event/meeting or contact Athena Labberton about how to become 

involved. 

R3 See’s Candy Sales 
Watch for the See’s Candy Sales this spring.  R3 will be starting the sales around 2/20/18 

and the candy will be delivered before Easter. We will be at a table in the Fellowship Hall 

for presales, or you can hit up one of the Elim R3 team members. We will be raising the 

funds to be able to help around Sonoma County this year.  

R3 Renovation Project  
February 3 & 10 

This month we will are returning to our last worksite (an Elim member’s house), to resume 

painting and revisit some projects for finishing touches. On February 3, we plan to focus 

most of our attention on painting, with a few optional side jobs. February 10 will be a 

back-up date to finish painting and work on touch up processes. Please bring gloves, 

work clothes, brushes, eye protection and preferred work and gardening tools. Contact 

Alex for more information, or if you have access to a paint sprayer!  

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION TRIP  

Save the Date! 
The Elim Mexico Mission Team is having their Taco Dinner & Silent Action on Sunday, 

March 4, 5-7 p.m. Come help support us and enjoy some totally awesome tacos! The 

cost is $7 per person and $25 per family. Tickets will be sold on most Sundays in February and on the 

day of the Taco Dinner. You may also call the Elim office to reserve your tickets. 

Team Meeting 
The final team meeting will be held on Sunday, February 25, 

at 11:45am in the Choir Room. We will make final 

preparations for the Taco Dinner fundraiser and the trip. It 

is very important for everyone to attend. The remaining 

payment is also due on this date. 

  

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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Put on your best argyle socks and join PPSC for some Jungle Jive at the 2018 Rock N Bowl. 
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ELIM REGISTRY 
Stephanie Bent passed away on December 31, 2017. A service will be held at Elim on February 24.  

FINANCIAL REPORT  
Regular Giving Report 

 NOVEMBER YEAR-TO-DATE 

Regular Giving: $ 39,206 $ 185,159 

Budget: $ 35,647 $ 185,873 

Variance: $ 3,559 ($ 714) 

Variance (%): +10.0% -0.4% 

   

Regular Giving Last Year: $ 31,736 $ 170,478 

Change from Last Year: $ 7,470 $ 14,681 

Change from Last Year (%): +23.5% +8.6% 

   

Full Year Budget: $ 344,485  

Last Year’s Actual Giving: $ 306,884  

Increase over last year: $ 37,801  

Increase over last year (%): 11.0%  

 

Budget Comparison (Congregational Programs) 
The report below includes all congregational activities except Little Shepherd Lutheran 

Preschool and the Elim Lutheran Church Women. 

NOVEMBER 2017 Actual  Budget  Variance  

Unrestricted Contributions 39,759  35,780  3,979  

Other Revenue 8,386  10,360  (1,974) 

Use of Restricted Funds 14,021  7,179  6,842  

Total Revenues 62,166  53,319  8,847  

Expenses (60,788) (55,438) (5,350) 

Excess (Deficit) of Revenue over Expenses 1,378  (2,119) 3,497 

    

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE Actual  Budget  Variance  

Unrestricted Contributions 188,351  188,004  347  

Other Revenue 37,179  38,160  (980) 

Use of Restricted Funds 40,276  52,147  (11,871) 

Total Revenues 265,807  278,311  (12,504) 

Expenses (280,932) (308,060) 27,128  

Excess (Deficit) of Revenue over Expenses (15,125) (29,749) 14,624  
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Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You 

are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide 

the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in 

the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether 

you use flowers from your garden (free), make your 

own arrangements, or use a florist. 

WORSHIP NOTES 

JANUARY ATTENDANCE 
 January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28 Average Weekly 

Attendance in January 8:30 a.m. 62 56 54 47 

10:30 a.m. 86 92 88 72 2018 139 

Week total 148 148 142 119 2017 160 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

February 4: Becky Wyrick 

February 11: Diane &Mike 

Watcher  

February 18: Carol Amer-

Koch 

February 25: Carol Mayo 

 

BULLETIN COVER ART  

As we start the month of February, we continue our scripture readings from the gospel of John.  

February also brings us the beginning of Lent with Ash Wednesday on February 14.  Lent is a wonderful 

time to prayerfully consider expressing one of the readings in art form.   We would love to feature your 

artful interpretation.    

Artwork submitted by members of any age should represent the text of the day. Drawings must be done 

in dark colors and easy enough to copy.  Due to the cost of color printing, artwork will be displayed in 

black and white with the exception being special services.  Photographs may have to be adjusted for 

better quality copying. The due date will be the Tuesday before the service. Sign up for a date by 

contacting the office or online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and 

submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

 

Date Theme / Gospel/Reading / Deadline 

 

Feb 4 

Theme:  The Woman at the Well 
Scripture:  John 4:1-42 

Point:  Jesus’ invitation to drink the water of eternal life is 

for all people. 
Artwork Deadline:  Jan 30   
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Feb 11 

Theme:  The Man Born Blind (Transfiguration of Our Lord) 

Scripture:  John 9:1-41 

Point:  We can be brought to sight when we are willing to 

consider that we might be wrong. 
Artwork Deadline:  Feb 6 

   

Feb 14 Theme:  The Good Shepherd (Ash Wednesday) 

Scripture:  John 10:1-18 

Point:  We know Jesus’ voice when we listen. 
Artwork Deadline:  Feb 6 

 

Feb 18 

Theme:  Jesus Raises Lazarus 

Scripture:  John 11:1-44 

Point:  The raising of Lazarus was a pivotal moment in 

Jesus’ ministry as he moved toward the cross. For now, we 

wait. 
Artwork Deadline:   Feb 13  

 

Feb 25 

Theme:  Jesus Washes Feet 

Scripture:  John 13:1-17 

Point:  Jesus handed off the mission and ministry to his 

disciples in an intimate and vulnerable way. 
Artwork Deadline:  Feb 20   

 

WE NEED WORSHIP HELPERS: 

Being a worship helper is a small way you can give of yourself to Elim.  Most of the tasks occur during 

worship and require only a few minutes of your time.  You may find helping will enhance your worship 

experience.  Worship helpers include:  bulletin folders, acolytes, greeters, coffee hosts, ushers, readers, 

assistant ministers, communion servers/sacristan, bread bakers, sound tech, Children’s Church leader 

and assistants.  There is something for everyone and we encourage everyone to be a worship helper.   

We are still trying to make signing up to help as easy as possible.  Don’t have a computer or can’t get the 

hang of signing up on line, there is a sign-up sheet just outside the Sanctuary.  You can also give Barb a 

call at the office (707)762-4081; or email her at barb@elimpetaluma.org.  If it is the first time you are 

filling a position, we will make sure you have the instructions or pair you with someone who has done it 

before.  It would be great to fill all the positions a month in advance, but we understand people have 

busy schedules these days.   

The February schedule is on the Worship Helper page of the Elim website 

(http://www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers.html). If you would like to be 

scheduled automatically for a specific time each month, or are signing up for 

the first time, just give Barb a call in the office at (707)762-4081. Every week 

we are looking for volunteers.  Many of the positions only require your help 

during the service.  You do not have to make a commitment to do the task 

every week.  Many hands make light work.   

mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Glenn Richardson 6 Ryan Lauridsen 13 Del Rosenthal 22 Brynn Bailey 

2 Joanne Athearn 
 

David Norman 14 Jane Rabbitt 
 

Cathleen Cannon 

3 Andy Christiansen 
 

Kathy Reinhard 15 Steve Stimel 23 Joy Jensen  

 
Blaine Clemmens 8 Cynthia Griffith 16 Carole Amer-Koch 

 
Annie Simon 

 
Grace Martinez 

 
Darren Shaw 

 
Carissa Pisors 24 Mike Pesutich 

4 Bettie Finkbohner 
 

Steve Tasselmyer 17 Harmony Jensen 
 

Tammie Pisors 

 
Lucas Prime 9 Natalie Herman 

 
Shirley Leeburg 

 
Kevin Prime 

 
Mary Wyrick 

 
Anita Kelly 18 Joy Carter 25 Ben Barnes 

5 Larell Fineren 
 

John Scott 
 

Catherine Winters 
 

Aubrey Forsberg 

 
Karina Koagedal 10 Kayla Jensen McMinn 19 Jack Micco 26 Lesley Haddock 

 
Karen West 

 
John Schempf 

 
Maddie Wagner 

 

Becky Schuerman 
Choi  

  

11 Tasha Garibaldi 
  

28 Brian Crosby 

   

Keenan Horne 
   

Marian Olsen 

   

Ellen Yant 
    

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Audrey Norman, Staff Transition Manager  

762-4081 / audrey@elimpetaluma.org 

Alex Miller, Interim Office Manager 

762-4081 / elim@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Lynn Harenberg-Miller, Leadership Team 

President 

president@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com  

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 
 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:doris@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church February 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  

7 pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

2  3  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 
10 am Crafting Brunch 

Bunch 

4 Super Bowl Sunday 

9:45 am Super Bowl Sunday 
School Game Day 

11:45 am ELCW 2017 & 2018 
Combined Board 
Meeting (Fireside)  

11:45 am Relay Meeting 
(Choir Room) 

5  6  

5 pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on 
McDowell) 

5:30 pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside 
Rm) 

7 pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir 
Room) 

7  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir (Choir 

room) 
6:30 pm High School Youth 

Group Meeting 

8  
12 pm Grace Friendship 

Circle (back of 
church) 

7 pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

9  10  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 
10 am Crafting Brunch 

Bunch 
3 pm Boy Scout Troop 9 

Tri-tip dinner 

11 Valentine’s Sale 

3:30 pm Jr. & Sr. High School 
youth meeting 
(Choir Room) 

4:30 pm Dinner Church 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

12 Preschool Closed 13  
12 pm Esther Circle 
7 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir 
Room) 

7:30 pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir 
Room) 

14  

5:30 pm Chancel Choir  
6 pm Pasta Dinner 
6:30 pm High School Youth 

Group Meeting 
7 pm Ash Wednesday 

Service 

15 Source Deadline 

4:45 pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

7 pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

16  17  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen)  
9:30 am Meditative healing 

prayer group 
(fireside room) 

10 am Crafting Brunch 
Bunch 

18  
11:30 am Worship Helper 

Orientation/ Potluck 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

19 Preschool Closed 

 

20  
5:45 pm Worship & Music 

Planning Committee 
(back of sanctuary) 

7 pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir 
Room) 

21  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir 
6 pm Lent Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Leadership Team 

Meeting 
6:30 pm High School Youth 

Group Meeting 
7 pm Wednesday Lent 

Service 

22  
7 pm Waves of Grace 

(Sanctuary) 

23  24  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 
2 pm Memorial Service 

for Stephanie Bent  

25  
11:45 am Mexico 

House-Building Trip 
Meeting (Choir 
Room) 

26  
 

27  
7 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir 
Room) 

7:30 pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir 
Room) 

28  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir 
6 pm Lent Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Leadership Team 

Meeting 
6:30 pm High School Youth 

Group Meetings 
7 pm Wednesday Lent 

Service 

 

 

Faith Formation 9:40 – 10:25 
Sunday School (Upstairs) 

Adult forum (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:30 am & 10:30 am Worship 

9:40 am - 10:25 am Faith Formation 

8:20 am - 11:40 am Nursery open 
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