
Psalm 80:7 NRSV



Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church
1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 
restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.
2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA). To learn more, visit://www.spselca.net/

WELCOME 
 Pastor: Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today.  Here at Elim:
 All: You are welcome, you are loved, you belong.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE BELL

Today we welcome Rev. Benjamin DeShazo-Couchot, M.A., M.Th., NBC-HWC, Care Line 
Director, from the San Francisco Night Ministry. Rev. Ben is an ecumenical Christian 
minister, liturgist, musician, and educator who has spent the past 4.5 years serving as Care 
Line Director for the San Francisco Night Ministry, providing spiritual and emotional 
support to callers across the country every night of the year. He also leads several music 
and community programs, including Singers of the Street, serves as Minister of Music at 
Christ Church United Methodist, and directs the Novato Music Association Choir. In 
addition, he is a frequent guest preacher and trainer, specializing in reflective listening, 
trauma-informed care, and crisis support.
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Please stand as you are able

OPENING HYMN:  WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS    ELW 803 VS 1,4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

 Lector: Beloved God, 
 All: from you come all things that are good. 
  Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit 
   to know those things that are right, 
  and by your merciful guidance, 
  help us to do them, 
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
  Amen.

GREETING
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

saints be with you all.
 All:  And also with you.

Please be seated
READING:  ISAIAH 5:1-7
 Lector: A reading from the book of Isaiah.
1 I will sing for my beloved
  my love song concerning his vineyard:
 My beloved had a vineyard
  on a very fertile hill.

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones
  and planted it with choice vines;
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it
  and hewed out a wine vat in it;
 he expected it to yield grapes,
  but it yielded ro�en grapes.
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3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
  and people of Judah,
 judge between me
  and my vineyard.

4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
  that I have not done in it?
 When I expected it to yield grapes,
  why did it yield ro�en grapes?

5 And now I will tell you
  what I will do to my vineyard.
 I will remove its hedge,
  and it shall be devoured;
 I will break down its wall,
  and it shall be trampled down.

6 I will make it a wasteland;
  it shall not be pruned or hoed,
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
 I will also command the clouds
  that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the L��� of hosts
  is the house of Israel,
 and the people of Judah
  are his cherished garden;
 he expected justice
  but saw bloodshed;
 righteousness
  but heard a cry!

 Lector: The word of the Lord.
 All: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 80:7-15    (Please read responsively) 
 Lector: 7 Restore us, O God of hosts;

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
 All: 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
 Lector: 9 You cleared the ground for it;

  it took root and filled the land.
 All: 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
Lector: 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

  and its branches to the river.
 All: 12 Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
 Lector: 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
 All: 14 Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
 Lector: 15 behold and tend this vine;

  preserve what your right hand has planted.

Please stand as you are able
ALL: GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand as you are able
ALL: GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 21:33-46
 Pastor:  The holy gospel according to Ma�hew.
 All:  Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants 
to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in 
the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 
and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
 this was the Lord’s doing,
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet.
     Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
 All: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON:  REV. BEN

Rev. Benjamin DeShazo-Couchot, M.A., M.Th., NBC-HWC, Care Line Director, from the 
San Francisco Night Ministry
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  ALL CREATURES, WORSHIP GOD MOST HIGH!        ELW 835

Please stand as you are able
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Please be seated

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 ALM: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 

the world.
A brief silence.
 ALM: God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and 

transform your holy church, especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society. 
Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within 

it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation, 
especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church. Hear us, O God.

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, 

especially the Middle East and Ukraine, and shelter those who live within them. 
We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O 
God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief 

to all who are sick or suffering.  We especially pray for Dave, Anita, Debra, 
Carol, Noelle, Lou, Mark, Brian, Jim, and those we name silently and aloud (brief 
silence). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God.

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give 

thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire 
others with your truth. Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the 

saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God.
 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of all 

kinds this week. Hear us, O God. 
 All: Your mercy is great. 
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OFFERING  
SPECIAL MUSIC:

OFFERING PRAYER
 ALM:  God of creation, 
 All:  you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
  All blessings are from you;
  make us generous with what we have.
  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
  in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
  today and always. Amen.

Please stand as you are able  
PEACE          
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you.

The prayers conclude: 
 Pastor:  Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 All: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          
 Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
 All:  And also with you.
 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
 All:  We lift them to the Lord.
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
  God of power and might,
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest.
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
  Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER           
 Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed…
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Pastor: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
 All: Christ has died.
  Christ is risen.
  Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER         
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
  and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
  forever and ever. Amen
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Please be seated

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 
Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 
your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread 
you may dip it in the wine (darker color) or juice  (lighter color). If you choose to take a individual cup, 
please discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place your 
hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to remain 
seated. 
If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 
communion will be brought to you.
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COMMUNION HYMN:   HERE IS BREAD                                                  ELW 483







Next Week:  October 11, 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Intro: In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will 

wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those 
invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God 
spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the 
peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at 
the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with 
others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Readings: Psalm 23 / Philippians 4:1-9 / Matthew 22:1-14
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Special thanks to all our volunteers 
who helped with our worship service 

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email  -  pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org 

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952 
 707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org 
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