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Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church
1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 
restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.
2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA). To learn more, visit://www.spselca.net/

WELCOME 
 Pastor: Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today.  Here at Elim:
 All: You are welcome, you are loved, you belong.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE BELL

2

Please stand as you are able
OPENING HYMN:  O DAY OF REST AND GLADNESS                         ELW 521

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

 Lector: O Lord God, 
 All: enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
  Without your help, we mortals will fail; 
  remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
  and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen.
Please be seated
PSALM :33-40    (Please read responsively) 
 Lector: 33 Teach me, O L���, the way your statutes,

and I shall keep it the end. 
 All: 34 Give me understanding, and I shall your teaching;

I shall keep it with my heart.
 Lector: 35 Lead me in the path of commandments,

for that is desire. 
 All: 36 Incline my heart to decrees

and not to gain.
Lector: 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;

give me life your way. 
 All: 38 Fulfill your promise your servant,

which is for who fear you.
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 Lector: 39 Turn away the reproach I dread,
because your judgments are good. 

 All: 40 Behold, I long for commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

READING:  13:8-14
 Lector: A reading from the book of .
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”10 Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;12 the night is 
far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light;13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit 
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 Lector: The word of the Lord.
 All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able
ALL: GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 18:15-20
 Pastor:  The holy gospel according to Ma�hew.
 All:  Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said to the disciples:]15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one.16 But 
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 
one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector.18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.19 Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you 
by my Father in heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
     Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
 All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON:   Pastor Kathryn
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Please stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY:  TEACH US YOUR WAYS (PORTER’S GATE)               CCLI
Verse 1
Teach us Your ways teach us Your ways
As we learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

Verse 2
Teach us to give teach us to give
Give ourselves for one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to give

Verse 3
Teach us to weep teach us to weep
Let us weep with one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to weep

Verse 4
Hallelujah hallelujah
Let us learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

CCLI Song #
Isaac Wardell | Leslie Jordan | Orlando Palmer | Paul Zach
© Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's Alleluia! Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; Little Way Creative; Paul Zach 
Publishing; PG Songs And Hymns (Admin by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect ® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1560378

Please be seated
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 ALM: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 
A brief silence.
 ALM: Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the 

words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, 
O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 

Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 
communities crying out after disaster, especially Nepal. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from 

selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all 
who labor. We especially pray for Ukraine and the Middle East. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: A�ending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 

relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We 
especially pray for Rachel, Dave, Jarene, Diane, Anita, Debra, Carol, Guadalupe, 
Noelle, Lou, Susan, Brian, Jim, the people of Sudan and those we name silently 
and aloud (brief silence).  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness 

and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even 
through our imperfections. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 

nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us. We especially pray 
for the family and friends of Sue Puska. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of all 

kinds this week.us, O God. 
 All: Your mercy is great. 
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OFFERING  

SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Jesus, Bread of Life” (Porter’s Gate) 

CCLI Song # 7268962
Davide Mutendji | Mitch Wong | Steven Furtick | Tiffany Hudson
© 2025 Bell Music Publishing; Original Wong Publishing; Music by Elevation Worship Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1560378

OFFERING PRAYER
 ALM:  God of creation, 
 All:  you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
  All blessings are from you;
  make us generous with what we have.
  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
  in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
  today and always. Amen.

Please stand as you are able  
PEACE          
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you.

The prayers conclude: 
 Pastor:  Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgo�en to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 All: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          
 Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
 All:  And also with you.
 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
 All:  We lift them to the Lord.
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
  God of power and might,
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
  Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER           
 Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed…
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Pastor: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
 All: Christ has died.
  Christ is risen.
  Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER         
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
  and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
  forever and ever. Amen
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Please be seated

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 
Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 
your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread 
you may dip it in the wine (darker in color) / juice  (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual 
cup, please discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place 
your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to 
remain seated. 
If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 
communion will be brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN:    SEEK YE FIRST                                                W&P 122 
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COMMUNION HYMN:    BREAD OF LIFE                                                       ELW 464 

Please stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
 ALM: Sustaining God, 
 All: with this bread and cup,
  you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
  Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
  following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
   Amen.

BENEDICTION
Response after blessing: Amen

8:45 AM SENDING HYMN:  JOYFUL, JOYFUL                             ELW 836
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10:45 AM SENDING HYMN:  OH OUR LORD                                  CCLI

Chorus
Oh our Lord
Oh our Lord
How majestic is Your Name in all the earth

Verse 1
We behold the breaking dawn
The light that shines over ev'ryone
We look to You we long for You oh Lord

Verse 2
We behold the rising sun
The earth awakes Your hope has come
We look to You we long for You oh Lord

Chorus
Oh our Lord
Oh our Lord
How majestic is Your Name in all the earth

Verse 3
We behold the falling rain
Like waters rise flood this place
We reach for You we cling to You oh Lord

Chorus
Oh our Lord
Oh our Lord
How majestic is Your Name in all the earth

Bridge
Oh Your Name is a light in the darkness
Oh Your Name is the word of truth
Oh Your Name oh Your Name

Oh Your Name is a light in the darkness
Oh Your Name is the word of truth
Oh Your Name oh Your Name

Chorus
Oh our Lord
Oh our Lord
How majestic is Your Name in all the 
earth

Oh our Lord
Oh our Lord
How majestic is Your Name in all the 
earth

CCLI Song # 6092289
David Leonard | Leslie Jordan | Paul Baloche
© 2011 Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's Praise! 
Music; Leadworship Songs; Little Way Creative
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1560378

SENDING
 ALM:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 



Next Week:    Two Services, 8:45 AM and 10:45 AM at Elim

September 13, 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Intro: In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since 
we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, 
and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s 
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world. 

Readings: Genesis 50:15-21 / Psalm 103:[1-7]8-13 / Matthew 18:21-35 

Elim Worship Team

The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor ·································Presiding Minister
Robin Merrill ····························································· Assistant Lay Minister
Lauren Haile ······································································ Music Director
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ·············Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements) 
Barb Villa ······································································Bulletin Production
Richard Maxon ·······································································Bookkeeper
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth ··········· Tech Audio/Video

Special thanks to all our volunteers 
who helped with our worship service 

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email  -  pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org 

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952 
 707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org 
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arrangement has been made in writing, all contributions to Elim are accepted with this understanding. Read the 
full policy at:.elimpetaluma.org/giving_policy.


