
  

 

Elim Lutheran Church  
Sunday, August 23, 2026  

10:00 AM 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

The Elim Express contains announcements and 
happenings at Elim. Use this QR Code to the right to read 
the Elim Express online. Just scan it with the photo app on 
your phone.   
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WELCOME  
 Pastor: Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today.  Here at Elim: 

 All: You are welcome, you are loved, you belong. 

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church 

1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 

restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.  

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/ 

Please stand as you are able 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

OPENING HYMN:   HOLY SPIRIT                                       (TORWALT) CCLI 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Verse 1 
There's nothing worth more that will ever come close 
No thing can compare You're our living hope 
Your Presence 
  
Verse 2 
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone 
In Your Presence Lord 
  
Chorus 
Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 
  
Bridge 
Let us become more aware of Your Presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness (Lord) 

CCLI Song # 6087919 
Bryan Torwalt | Katie Torwalt 

• © 2011 Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Jesus Culture Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1560378 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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READING:   ROMANS 12:1-8 
 Lector: A reading from the book of  Romans. 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act 

of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the 

mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 

more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 

and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 

ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 

sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

 Lector: The word of the Lord. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Lector: O God, 

 All: with all your faithful followers of every age,  

  we praise you, the rock of our life.  

  Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,  

  that we may gladly minister to all the world,  

  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREETING 
 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 All: And also with you.  

Please be seated 
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 16:13-20 
 Pastor:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 All:  Glory to you, O Lord 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 

do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but 

others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 

Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ALLELUIA! GIVE THE GLORY 
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Please be seated 

SERMON:   Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 

Messiah. 

     Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand as you are able 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION               ELW 654 VS 1,4,5 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 ALM:   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.  

A brief silence.  

 ALM: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen 

and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly 

proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 

wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us 

to be wise stewards of all you have made. We pray for those affected by the 

wildfires. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 

experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster, especially Ukraine, and 

the Middle East. Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking 

organizations. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all 

who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental 

illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this 

day. We especially pray for Dave, Diane, Anita, Debra, Carol, Guadalupe, 

Noelle, Lou, Brian, Jim, and those we name silently and aloud (brief silence).  

Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts 

and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all 

may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in 

the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 

your eternal banquet. Merciful God,  

  All: receive our prayer.  

Please be seated 
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 ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of 

all kinds this week.   Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 The prayers conclude:    

 Pastor:  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All: Amen. 

PEACE           
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please stand as you are able   

OFFERING   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 ALM:  Loving God,  

 All:  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

  Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

  so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

  Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

  that we should at all times and in all places 

  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

  through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

  who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     
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LORD’S PRAYER          
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

Please be seated 

LAMB OF GOD       

 Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to  

  life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All: Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER            
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COMMUNION HYMN:    ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME                           ELW 623  

Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 

Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 

your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread 

you may dip it in the wine (darker in color) / juice  (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual 

cup,. please discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place 

your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to 

remain seated.  

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 

communion will be brought to you. 

COMMUNION 
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BENEDICTION   
Response after blessing: Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 ALM: Compassionate God,  

 All: through the gifts of bread and wine 

  our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

  may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able 
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SENDING 
 ALM:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
 All:  Thanks be to God.  

SENDING HYMN:  DOXOLOGY                                            CCLI 

Verse 1 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost 
  
Verse 2 
Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim 
The pow'r and might of His great Name 
Let us exalt on bended knee 
Praise God the Holy Trinity 
  
Chorus 
Praise God praise God 
Praise God Who saved my soul 
Praise God praise God 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
  
Verse 3 
Praise to the King His throne transcends 
His crown and Kingdom never end 
Now and throughout eternity 
I'll praise the One Who set us free 
  
Chorus 
Praise God praise God 
Praise God Who saved my soul 
Praise God praise God 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
  
  
  
CCLI Song # 5075025 
Louis Bourgeois | Thomas Ken | Thomas Miller 
© 2008 Gateway Create Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1560378 
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Next Week:   Two Services, 8:45 AM at Elim, 10:45 AM Picnic at the Nelson’s 

August 30, 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Intro: The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet 
finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp 
Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their 
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he 
urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship 
we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our 
suffering world.  

 Readings:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 / Psalm 26:1-8 / Romans 12:9-21 / Matthew 16:21-28 

Elim Worship Team 
 
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor ································· Presiding Minister 
Robin Merrill ······························································ Assistant Lay Minister 
Lauren Haile ········································································ Music Director 
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ············· Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements)  
Barb Villa ······································································ Bulletin Production 
Richard Maxon········································································ Bookkeeper 
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth ··········· Tech Audio/Video 
 

Special thanks to all our volunteers  
who helped with our worship service  

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email  -  pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org  

Copyright Information: 
©2025, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission. 
 
Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 or OCP #2847430. 
 
Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952  
 707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org  

Elim Lutheran Church Gift and Restricted Assets Policy  

We are grateful for every gift given to support Elim’s ministry.  When a contribution is designated for a specific 

purpose, it will be used for that purpose whenever feasible.  However, if that purpose is no longer needed, Elim 

may redirect those funds to a similar program consistent with its mission and ministry. Unless a different 

arrangement has been made in writing, all contributions to Elim are accepted with this understanding. Read the full 

policy at: www.elimpetaluma.org/giving_policy.   


