
  

 

Elim Lutheran Church  
Sunday, August 9, 2026  

10:00 AM 
11th Sunday After Pentecost 

The Elim Express contains announcements and 
happenings at Elim. Use this QR Code to the right to read 
the Elim Express online. Just scan it with the photo app on 
your phone.   

MATTHEW 14:33 
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WELCOME  
 Pastor: Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today.  Here at Elim: 

 All: You are welcome, you are loved, you belong. 

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church 

1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 

restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.  

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/ 

Please stand as you are able 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

OPENING HYMN:   COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP                                CCLI 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chorus 
Come now is the time to worship 
Come now is the time to give your heart 
Come just as you are to worship 
Come just as you are before your God 
Come 
  
Verse 1 
One day every tongue 
Will confess You are God 
One day every knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains 
For those who gladly choose You now 
  
Chorus 
Come now is the time to worship 
Come now is the time to give your heart 
Come just as you are to worship 
Come just as you are before your God 
Come 
  

LITTLE SHEPHERD ORPHANAGE AND PRESCHOOL SUPPORT 
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GREETING 
 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 All: And also with you.  

Verse 2 
Willingly we choose to surrender our lives 
Willingly our knees will bow 
With all our heart soul mind and strength 
We gladly choose You now 
  
Chorus 
Come now is the time to worship 
Come now is the time to give your heart 
Come just as you are to worship 
Come just as you are before your God 
Come 
  
Ending 
Come come just as you are come Come, 
Come, 
Come. 
  
  
  
Brian Doerksen 
CCLI Song #2430948 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #1560378 
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READING:   ROMANS 10:5-15 
 Lector: A reading from the book of  Romans. 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 

down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

dead). 8 But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with 

the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be 

put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 

of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 

is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

 Lector: The word of the Lord. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Lector: O God our defender,  

 All:  storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.  

  Rescue your people from despair,  

  deliver your sons and daughters from fear,  

  and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated 
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 14:22-33 
 Pastor:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 All:  Glory to you, O Lord 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 

up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this 

time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 

them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when 

the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; 

do not be afraid.” 

Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ALLELUIA! GIVE THE GLORY 
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Please be seated 

SERMON:   Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 

He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his 

hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 

“Truly you are the Son of God.”  

    Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand as you are able 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  OCEANS                                                                      CCLI 

Verse 1 
You call me out upon the waters 
The great unknown where feet may fail 
And there I find You in the mystery 
In oceans deep my faith will stand 
 
Chorus 
And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 
 
Verse 2 
Your grace abounds in deepest waters 
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed and You won't start now 
 
Chorus 
And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 
 
Bridge 
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Saviour 
 
Ending 
I will call upon Your name 
Keep my eyes above the waves 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
I am Yours and You are mine 

CCLI Song # 6428767 
Joel Houston | Matt Crocker | Salomon 
Ligthelm 
© 2012 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms 
of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1560378 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 ALM:   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.  

A brief silence.  

 ALM: We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be 

heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the 

church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity 

in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing 

climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in 

positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to 

respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Bring an end 

to conflict and division especially in the Middle East and Ukraine. Merciful 

God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in 

your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who 

suffer. We especially pray for Dave, Diane, Anita, Debra, Carol, Guadalupe, 

Noelle, Lou, Brian, Jim, and those we name silently and aloud (brief silence).  

Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous service. 

Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid 

a turbulent world. Guide Elim’s Leadership Team, Ministry Teams and other 

church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our 

earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. 

Merciful God,  

  All: receive our prayer.  

Please be seated 
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 ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of 

all kinds this week.   Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 The prayers conclude:    

 Pastor:  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All: Amen. 

PEACE           
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please stand as you are able   

OFFERING   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Comptine d’un autre été: L’après-midi” by Yann Tiersen  

   Performed by Stella Prime 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 ALM:  Loving God,  

 All:  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

  Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

  so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

  Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

  that we should at all times and in all places 

  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

  through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

  who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     
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LORD’S PRAYER          
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

 Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to  

  life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All: Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER            
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Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 

Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 

your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread 

you may dip it in the wine (darker in color) / juice  (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual 

cup,. please discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place 

your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to 

remain seated.  

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 

communion will be brought to you. 

COMMUNION 

Please be seated 

LAMB OF GOD       
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COMMUNION HYMN:    MY LIFE FLOWS ON IN ENDLESS SONG            ELW 763  
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BENEDICTION   
Response after blessing: Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 ALM: Compassionate God,  

 All: through the gifts of bread and wine 

  our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

  may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able 
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SENDING 
 ALM:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
 All:  Thanks be to God.  

SENDING HYMN:  PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND                           ELW 773 
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Next Week:    

August 16, Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

Intro: Mary’s role is not limited to giving birth to Jesus and mothering him in his 
childhood. In John’s gospel, she is among the women standing near the 
cross; in Acts, she is among the disciples awaiting the gift of the Spirit. 
Through all that happened she continued to see how God was at work 
through her son, keeping the ancient promises to her ancestors, brushing 
aside the rich and powerful, and focusing on those as poor and powerless 
as Mary herself.  

 Readings:  Isaiah 61:7-11 / Psalm 34:1-9 / Galatians 4:4-7 / Luke 1:46-55  

Elim Worship Team 
 
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor ································· Presiding Minister 
Robin Merrill ······························································ Assistant Lay Minister 
Lauren Haile ········································································ Music Director 
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ············· Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements)  
Barb Villa ······································································ Bulletin Production 
Richard Maxon········································································ Bookkeeper 
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth ··········· Tech Audio/Video 
 

Special thanks to all our volunteers  
who helped with our worship service  

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email  -  pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org  

Copyright Information: 
©2025, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission. 
 
Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 or OCP #2847430. 
 
Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952  
 707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org  

Elim Lutheran Church Gift and Restricted Assets Policy  

We are grateful for every gift given to support Elim’s ministry.  When a contribution is designated for a specific 

purpose, it will be used for that purpose whenever feasible.  However, if that purpose is no longer needed, Elim 

may redirect those funds to a similar program consistent with its mission and ministry. Unless a different 

arrangement has been made in writing, all contributions to Elim are accepted with this understanding. Read the full 

policy at: www.elimpetaluma.org/giving_policy.   


