
  

 

Elim Lutheran Church  
Sunday, August 2, 2026  

10:00 AM 
10th Sunday After Pentecost 

The Elim Express contains announcements and 
happenings at Elim. Use this QR Code to the right to read 
the Elim Express online. Just scan it with the photo app on 
your phone.   
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WELCOME  
 Pastor: Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today.  Here at Elim: 

 All: You are welcome, you are loved, you belong. 

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church 

1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 

restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.  

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/ 

Please stand as you are able 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

OPENING HYMN:   ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY                          ELW 461  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Special thanks to Yvonne Wormer  and Cris Walker  
for leading the music for us today while Lauren is on vacation. 
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READING:   ROMANS 9:1-5 
 Lector: A reading from the book of  Romans. 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, 

my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, 

the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the 

patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God 

blessed forever. Amen.  

 Lector: The word of the Lord. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Lector: Glorious God,  

 All:  your generosity waters the world with goodness,  

  and you cover creation with abundance.  

  Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, 

and with this food fill all the starving world;  

  through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREETING 
 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 All: And also with you.  

Please be seated 
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 14:13-21 
 Pastor:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 All:  Glory to you, O Lord 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 

him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had 

compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to 

him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 

that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, 

“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have 

Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ALLELUIA! GIVE THE GLORY 
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Please be seated 

SERMON:   Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then 

he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up 

what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were 

about five thousand men, besides women and children.  

    Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand as you are able 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE              ELW 712 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 ALM:   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.  

A brief silence.  

 ALM: For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. 

Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that 

God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures 

are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, 

and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. Bless the volunteers of 

our Interfaith Food Pantry and all who come to our Pantry for food.  Merciful 

God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 

harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead 

toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Bring an end to conflict and 

division especially in the Middle East, Ukraine and Iran. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 

comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who 

are suffering in body, mind, and spirit. We especially pray for Dave, Diane, 

Anita, Debra, Carol, Guadalupe, Noelle, Lou, Brian, Jim, and those we name 

silently and aloud (brief silence).  Bless caregivers as they show God’s 

hospitality through their generous service. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of 

life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become 

blessings for this community. Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 ALM: With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 

witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your 

promises in life and in death. Merciful God,  

  All: receive our prayer.  

Please be seated 
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 ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of 

all kinds this week.   Merciful God,  

 All: receive our prayer.  

 The prayers conclude:    

 Pastor:  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All: Amen. 

PEACE           
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please stand as you are able   

OFFERING   

OFFERING PRAYER 
 ALM:  Loving God,  

 All:  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

  Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

  so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

  Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

  that we should at all times and in all places 

  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

  through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

  who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     
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LORD’S PRAYER          
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

 Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to  

  life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All: Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER            
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Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 

Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 

your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread 

you may dip it in the wine (darker in color) / juice  (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual 

cup,. please discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place 

your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to 

remain seated.  

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 

communion will be brought to you. 

COMMUNION 

Please be seated 

LAMB OF GOD       
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BENEDICTION   
Response after blessing: Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 ALM: Compassionate God,  

 All: through the gifts of bread and wine 

  our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

  may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

  through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN:    BREAK NOW THE BREAD OF LIFE                      ELW 515  

Please stand as you are able 



13 

 

SENDING 
 ALM:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
 All:  Thanks be to God.  

SENDING HYMN:  PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS    ELW 843  
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Next Week:    

August 9, 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Intro: Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the 
sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, 
they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid 
the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that 
soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing 
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to 
be a sign of God’s presence to others.  

 Readings:  1 Kings 19:9-18 / Psalm 85:8-13 / Romans 10:5-15 / Matthew 14:22-33  

Elim Worship Team 
 
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor ·································· Presiding Minister 
Robin Merrill ······························································ Assistant Lay Minister 
Lauren Haile ········································································ Music Director 
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ············· Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements)  
Barb Villa ······································································ Bulletin Production 
Richard Maxon ········································································ Bookkeeper 
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth ··········· Tech Audio/Video 
 

Special thanks to all our volunteers  
who helped with our worship service  

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email  -  pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org  
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