Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 26, 2026
10:00 AM
oth Sunday After Pentecost
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The Elim Express contains announcements and
happenings at Elim. Use this QR Code to the right to read
the Elim Express online. Just scan it with the photo app on
your phone.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST




restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church
1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/

WELCOME

Pastor:

Let us welcome all who are here to worship with us today. Here at Elim:

All:  You are welcome, you are loved, you belong.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

Please stand as you are able

OPENING HYMN: CENTERING PRAYER

| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna breathe the life around me

| wanna listen as my heart beats right on time.

| wanna be where my feet are.

| chase my worries,

| flee my sorrows,

But what You give me

is now.

So take my burdens

and my tomorrows:

| wanna be where my feet are.

| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna breathe the life around me

| wanna listen as my heart beats right on time.

| wanna be where my feet are.

CCLI

| run to capture

the next horizon,

but what You give me

is here.

| get no farther,

and still | find You:

| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna be where my feet are.

The ground below me

is how You hold me

| wanna be where my feet are.
The ground below me

is how You hold me.

| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna be where my feet are.
| wanna be where my feet are.

Centering Prayer by The Porter's Gate feat.
Andrew Peterson & Leslie Jordan



GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lector:  Beloved and sovereign God,
All:  through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.
By your Spirit, give us your wisdom,
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

READING: ROMANS 8:26-39

Lector: A reading from the book of Romans.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 2 And God, who searches
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. 2 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. 3* And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

3 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? > He
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him
also give us everything else? 3> Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 3 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who
is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. > Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril
or sword? 36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
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¥ No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. ¥ For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, ¥ nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Lector:  The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA! GIVE THE GLORY

Mass of Glory
Ken Canedo
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*Gathering and Gospel Acclamation verses are available in the accompaniment books.

Text © 1991, Ken Canedo and Bob Hurd. Music © 1991, Ken Canedo.
Text and music published bv OCP. All rights reserved.



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.”

3 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

4 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

4" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; * on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; 4 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. #°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Pastor:  The gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON: Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson



Please stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY: BE THOU MY VISION ELW 793
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es )| heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
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)| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Trish traditional




Please be seated

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
ALM: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,

the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

ALM:  God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees,
those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all
who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

ALM:  God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence
among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to
family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

ALM:  God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories
with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can
never be separated. Bring an end to conflict and division especially in the
Middle East and Ukraine. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

ALM: God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and
recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty. We especially pray for Dave, Diane, Anita, Debra, Carol,
Guadalupe, Noelle, Lou, Brian, Jim, and those we name silently and aloud (brief
silence). Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous
service. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

ALM:  God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that

distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
All:  hear our prayer.

ALM:  God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift
of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you
thanks. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

ALM: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of

all kinds this week. God of grace,
All:  hear our prayer.



The prayers conclude:
Pastor:  Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
All:  Amen.

OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Duel of the Fates” performed by Dean Greschner

OFFERING PRAYER
ALM: Loving God,
All:  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

Please stand as you are able
PEACE
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: ~ The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
All: ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  TItis right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

Pastor:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho
Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music © 1998, 2009, Ken Canedo and Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Please be seated

LAMB OF GOD
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grant us peace; grant us peace.
Music © 1991, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy
Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out
your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread
you may dip it in the wine (darker in color) / juice (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual
cup,. please discard the cup after drinking. If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place
your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to
remain seated.

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and
communion will be brought to you.
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COMMUNION HYMN: MAY THIS CHURCH BE LIKE A TREE  ACS 1042
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de vi - dae - ter - na de nues - tro  Dios.

run - ning e - ter - nal, flow - ing from God.

Text: Pablo D. Sosa, 1933-2020; tr. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951

Music: QUE ESTA IGLESIA SEA UN ARBOL, Pablo D. Sosa

Spanish text and music © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
English text © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Please stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ALM:  Compassionate God,
All:  through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Response after blessing: Amen

SENDING HYMN: WE'LL ALL BE FREE

There's a world at war
Caught in suffering
Silent casualties

Oh, God, grant us peace
In these sleepless nights
| can hardly breathe
Despite brutality

| know that we'll be free
| know that we'll be free

Let the light in, keep it shining
Let it break into the darkness
All the love dares us to see
We'll all be free

In these desperate times
Love will hold us here
Love will join our hands
Teach us to have no fear
So we lay our hate down
To wash their feet

When we see our brother
Oh, we'll all be free

Yes, we'll all be free

14
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Soloist: Suzanne Garcia

Let the light in, keep it shining
Let it break into the darkness
All the love dares us to see
We'll all be free

Let the light in, keep it shining
Let it break into the darkness
All the love dares us to see
We'll all be free

We'll be free, free
We'll all be free
We'll be free, free
We'll all be free
We'll be free, free
We'll all be free

We are free
Free, free

We'll all be free
We are free
Free, free

We'll all be free



Let the light in, keep it shining
Let it break into the darkness
All the love dares us to see
We'll all be free

(Repeat)

Tell your sister, tell your brother
Tell your father, tell your mother
Tell yourself, tell everybody
We’ll all be free

Tell the lovers, tell the haters,
Tell the prisoners, tell the jailers
Tell the world, tell everybody
we’ll all be free

(Repeat)

Songwriters: William Matthews, Lisa Gungor, Jessica Lee Collins. For non-commercial use only.

SENDING

ALM:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All:  Thanks be to God.
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Next Week:
August 2, 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Intro: In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive
food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals
the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are
hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent
forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-5/ Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 / Romans 9:1-5 / Matthew 14:13-21

Elim Worship Team

The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor -« -««--«-xxeeeerereeeeeeeene Presiding Minister
Robin Merrill =-r-xrrermrrer e Assistant Lay Minister
Lauren Ha”e ....................................................................... MUSiC DireCtor
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner:------------- Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements)
Barb V|”a ...................................................................... Bu”etin PrOdUCtion
Richard MaXomn =« -xorrrrrrrrrre e BOOkkeeper
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth ----------- Tech Audio/Video

Special thanks to all our volunteers
who helped with our worship service

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email - pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952
707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org

Copyright Information:
©2025, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission.

Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 or OCP #2847430.

Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.
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