Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday, April 26, 2026
8:45 and 10:45 AM
Fourth Sunday of Easter

-~ Let not

b your hearts
" be troubled
Believe in God:
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John 14:1

The Elim Express contains announcements and
happenings at Elim. Use this QR Code to the right to read
the Elim Express online. Just scan it with the photo app on
your phone.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST




Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church
1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender
restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.
2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
10:45 AM RECOGNITION FOR CENTENNIAL VOLUNTEERS

RINGING OF THE BELL
Please stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
All:  Amen.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

All:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Pastor:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

All:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.




Pastor: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

All:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Pastor: ~ Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

All: Amen.
GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:  And also with you.



OPENING HYMN: GATHER US IN

ELW 532 VS 1,4

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lector:  Almighty God,
All:  your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60

Lector: A reading from the book of Acts.
% Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 5 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” ¥ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. % Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. ¥ While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he
died. Lector: The word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 31:1-5,15-16  (Please read responsively)
Lector: 'In you, O Lorp, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
All:  2Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
Lector:  3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me
All:  “Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
Lector:  5Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lorp, God of truth.



All: My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute
me.
Lector:  1°Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:2-10

Lector: A reading from the book of 1 Peter.
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation ®if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and °like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it
stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
$and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

10Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
Lector: ~ The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able

ALL: GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Sing twice)
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Music by Dave and Lauren Moore.
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,
Infernational Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
© Catholic Music Inifiative, Inc. 2019, All rights reserved.

GOSPEL: JOHN 14:1-14

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John.

All: Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? ® And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. * And you know the way to the place where I am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ?Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 1° Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ' Believe me that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 31 will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. *If in my
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Pastor:  The gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SERMON: Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson

Please stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY:
NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS ELW 367 VS 1,3,4
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
Please be seated
ALM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

ALM:  God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

ALM:  God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains
and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and
climate disaster. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

ALM:  God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be
agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and
assistance. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.



ALM:

All:
ALM:

All:

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide
for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. We especially pray for Cathy,
Anita, Debra, Noelle, Lou, Bob, Carole, Brian, Jim, and those we name silently
and aloud (brief silence). Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your
healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and
to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

ALM:

All:
ALM:

All:

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that
we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed
who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and celebrations of
all kinds this week. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Pastor:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
All:  Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
ALM:  Merciful God,
All:  accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

10



Please stand as you are able

PEACE

Pastor: ~ The peace of Christ be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Music by Dave and Lauren Moore.

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,
Infernational Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
© Catholic Music Initiative, Inc. 2019, All rights reserved.




EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Pastor:  Inthe night in which he was betrayed...
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor:  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
All:  Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Please be seated

LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God,you take a-way the sins  of the world, grant  us__ peace.

Music by Dave and Lauren Moore.
Excerpts from the English franslation of The Roman Missal © 2010,
Infernational Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
© Catholic Music Initiative, Inc. 2019, All rights reserved.
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COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy Communion.
If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out your hands. If you would
like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the bread you may dip it in the wine (darker
in color) / juice (lighter in color). If you choose to take the individual cup,. please discard the cup after drinking.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please place your hand over your heart. If you are a visitor and
would feel more comfortable, you are welcome to remain seated.

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and communion will
be brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN: BRING MANY NAMES ACS 1094
01 .
Y D 1 | 1 L I |
G —3 ——————
\Jy ¢ - <
1 Bring man -y names, beau - ti - ful and good,
2 Strong moth - er God, work - ing night and day,
3 Warm  fa - ther God, hug - ging ev - ’ry child,
4 Old, ach - ing God, gray with end - less care,
5 Young, grow - ing God, ea - ger, on the move,
6 Great, liv - ing God, nev - er ful - ly known,
9 | lp | | N i 1 | 1 1 ! |
G —F—F—F——
3 A e A -
cel - e-brate, in par - a - ble and sto - 1y, ho - 1i - ness in
plan-ning all the won-ders of cre - a - tion, set-ting each e -
feel - ing all the strains of hu-man liv - ing, car-ing and for-
calm-ly pierc-ing e - vil’s new dis - guis - es, glad of good sur-
say - ing no to false-hood and wun - kind-ness, cry-ing out for
joy - ful dark-ness far be-yond our see - ing, <clos-er yet than
e j —F—J 4
(4w a2 - — - t
rl = = = . e =
glo - ry, liv - ing, lov - ing  God. Hail and ho -
qua - tion, gen - 1 - us at play: Hail and ho -
giv - ing till we’re rec - on - ciled: Hail and ho -
pris - es, wis - er than de - spair: Hail and ho -
jus - ftice, giv - ing all you have: Hail and ho -
breath - ing, ev - er - last - ing  home: Hail and ho -

13




0N | . .
| I - ] i

GEE i

san - na! Bring man -y names!

san - na, strong moth - er God!

san - na, warm fa - ther God!

san - na, old, ach - ing God!

san - na, young, grow-ing  God!

san - na, 6 great, liv-ing God!

Text: Brian Wren, b. 1936
Music: WESTCHASE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ALM:  Holy One,
All:  through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Please stand as you are able
8:45 AM RECOGNITION FOR CENTENNIAL VOLUNTEERS
BENEDICTION

Response after blessing: Amen
8:45 AM SENDING HYMN:

CHRIST IS ALIVE, LET CHRISTIANS SING ELW 389 VS 13,5
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loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
10:45 AM SENDING HYMN: ALL THE POOR AND POWERLESS CCLI
Verse 1 Chorus 1
All the poor and powerless And all will sing out hallelujah
And all the lost and lonely And we will cry out hallelujah
And all the thieves will come confess And all will sing out hallelujah
And know that You are holy And we will cry out hallelujah
And know that You are holy
Bridge
Chorus 1 Shout it
And all will sing out hallelujah Go on and scream it from the mountains
And we will cry out hallelujah Go on and tell it to the masses
That He is God (yeah)
Verse 2 (REPEAT 2x)
All the hearts who are content
Chorus 2

And all who feel unworthy

And all who hurt with nothin’ left We will sing out hallelujah.
Will know that You are holy And we will cry out hallelujah
We will sing out hallelujah

And shout yeah

CCLI Song # 5881130

David Leonard | Leslie Jordan

© 2011 Integrity's Praise! Music; Little Way Creative

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.

www.ccli.com
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SENDING
ALM: Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
ALM:  Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Next Week:
May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter

Intro: Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the
“gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to
abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still
waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the
world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and
extend God’s tender care to all creation.

Readings: Acts 2:42-47 / Psalm 23 / 1 Peter 2:19-25 / John 10:1-10

Elim Worship Team
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Pastor:-««--«-xseeeeeeeeeeeeeeens Presiding Minister
Robin Merri” ............................................................. ASSiStant Lay Minister
Lauren Hail@ -« xxrrrerrrrrre e Music Director
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ------------- Office Manager (Elim Express, Announcements)
Barb Vllla ..................................................................... Bu”etin PrOdUCtion
Richard Maxon ....................................................................... Bookkeeper
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime, Maria Svinth----------- Tech Audio/Video

Special thanks to all our volunteers
who helped with our worship service

Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson’s Email - pastorkathryn@elimpetaluma.org

Elim Lutheran Church 220 Stanley St, Petaluma CA 94952
707-762-4081 | office@elimpetaluma.org

Copyright Information:
©2025, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission.

Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 or OCP #2847430.

Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.

Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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