Christmas Eve Worship 2021
5:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Elim Lutheran Church, Petaluma, CA

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church
1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot.
An all-gender restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America (ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able

HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

ELW 283

2

GREETING
Pastor:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Reader:
All:

Almighty God,
you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
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Please be seated

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7
Reader:

(5:30 pm -Aidan Fusco; 10:00 pm -Tom Harris)

A reading from the book of Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
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He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Reader:
All:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY: LUKE 2:1-7
Reader:
All:

(5:30pm -Stella Prime; 10:00pm -Richard Maxon)

The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be

1

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he

was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was

no place for them in the inn.

SONG: WHAT CHILD IS THIS
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY: LUKE 2:8-14 (5:30pm - Éire Hohenner; 10:00pm -Richard Maxon)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
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by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-

ger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

SONG: THE FIRST NOEL
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY: LUKE 2:15-20 (5:30pm –Daphne Widger; 10:00pm –Pastor Kathryn)
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.
15

Pastor:
All:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (5:30 pm Service only)
SONG: AWAY IN A MANGER
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTION: Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson
SONG: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reader:

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout
time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
Reader:
Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church
throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all
who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful God,
All:
receive our prayer.
Reader:
Love whispers to a weary world. We pray especially for the people in
the midwest who are struggling to recover from the devastating
tornadoes, and for the ministry of our ELCA Disaster Relief. Merciful
God,
All:
receive our prayer.
Reader:
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. We pray
especially for the people of Haiti, Afghanistan, and Syria. Direct those in
power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and
sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God,
All:
receive our prayer.
Reader:
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry
out in pain, despair, or need this night especially Marcus, Ben, Carole,
Jim, Audrey, Robin, Sue, Renate, Don, Bob, Carolyn, Richard, Nancy,
Dave, Gene, Christina, Ruth, Sigrun, Shirley, Irene, Diane, those battling
the coronavirus and those we name silently and aloud (brief silence).
Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes the
Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful God,
All:
receive our prayer.
Reader:
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted
parents. Bless new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those
who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out your love upon families of
every kind. Merciful God, .
All:
receive our prayer.
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Reader:

God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came
before us. We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his
mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your love.
Merciful God,
All:
receive our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
Pastor:

ALL:

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
We will not be collecting offerings during service. Offerings may be placed in the basket at the
back of the Sanctuary when arriving or leaving. Your Attendance/Contact Tracing Form can
also be put in the basket.

OFFERING PRAYER
Pastor:
All:

Gracious God,
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts,
prepare us to receive the grace and truth
you offer at this table
and renew in us the song of your salvation,
in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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Please stand as you are able

PEACE
Pastor:
All:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(You can hold up the peace sign and look into one another’s eyes!)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Pastor:

Lift up your hearts.

All:
Pastor:
All:

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SONG: LOVE HAS COME
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Pastor:

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

All:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

SONG: LOVE HAS COME
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LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Please be seated

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Mid-Winter” Athena Labberton and Sarah Labberton
Mid-Winter #60387
Christina Rossetti—poem
Type: Words
Contributors: Bob Chilcott
Text: © 1995, Oxford University Press

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy
Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out
your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the
wine/juice you may discard the cup after drinking. If you would like to receive a blessing instead,
please leave your hands folded in front of you. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you
are welcome to remain seated.
If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and
communion will be brought to you.

COMMUNION SONG: IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor:
All:

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love,
strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC :
Athena Labberton, Sarah Labberton - “O Holy Night” (By Adolphe Adam)

Please stand as you are able

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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HYMN: SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT!

BLESSING
Response after blessing: Amen
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SENDING
Pastor: Merry Christmas, go in peace to share the love of Jesus.
All: Merry Christmas

POSTLUDE: GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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Thank you to everyone who donated poinsettias
to beautify our sanctuary this Christmas:



Tim and Pat Alexandro in memory of Zella Nunnelly



Joanne Athearn in honor of George and Kathy Matt



Sue and Ben Barnes in memory of our parents, Marian and Dwight Barnes and
Berit and Jim Carter.



Renate and Martin Bohn in honor of Andy Christianson, Hanne Friedrichsen, and
Gunnart Kissmann



Shari Canavan in memory of Jacki McKeay, miss you mommy, love your daughter.



Shirley & Michael Cardella, thanking God and all his many blessings.



Nancy Clarke in memory of Tom and Karen Morgan McKenna



Nancy, Katherine and Marcus Clarke in memory of Mel Clarke



Elim Friend a huge Thank You to all who have crafted, volunteered, baked, helped,
and spread Christmas Cheer.



John & Bettie Finkbohner in memory and honor of parents, family, and friends. In
loving memory of our son and brother John F. Finkbohner III. We love and miss
you.



Grace Friendship Circle in memory of Lorraine Johnsen



Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson: In memory of her brother, Kris R. Gulbranson, and all
who have died from AIDS



Cynthia & Walt Griffith in memory of our parents: Walter & Eunice Griffith and John
& Yvonne Schiller



Walt and Mendi Kehr in honor of our grandson Nolan Scott Silveri, born August 26,
2021, parents, Scott and Sharon Silveri and sister Reece. We are so very blessed!



Tim and Pat Kellgren in honor of John Kellgren and Bee Kellgren



George and Kathy Matt, in honor of our family
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Richard and Lynn Maxon in honor and memory of our families



Robin Merrill in memory of Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, Auntie for a Merry Christmas
in heaven



The Navarro Family in honor of our parents/grandparents: Lou and Dee Navarro,
Joanne and Don Dilts



Joanne and Steve Nelson in memory of Gaston, Nelson Thompson and Hyatt
families



The Nielsen Family in memory of the children of Oxford High School



Mike and Karen Pesutich for the blessings of all our family and friends.



Rich and Susan Rodkin in gratitude for the inspiring leadership and guidance of
Pastor Kathryn at Elim and in memory of our parents Margaret & Terry Girvan,
Maxine & David Rodkin.



Martha Sabourin in memory of Leonard Sabourin.



Mary Savage in memory of Michael Savage.



Ruth and Len Svinth in honor of the many blessings in the past year for our family



Team Svinth in honor of all Svinths past and present and the Mansen family



Dan & Doris Widger in honor of our grandchildren, Daphne, Declan, Travis and
Jonathan.



Becky Wyrick and Bob Oritz in memory Uncle John Sundet, Aunt Monica Holbrook,
Grandma Vi Sundet, Sheri Mandler, Gabe Madrigal, Grandma Betty Bays and
Uncle Henry Ortiz.



Mary Wyrick in memory of our family Sundets, Wyricks and Schwarze



In thankfulness of Pastor Kathryn (anonymous)

If you ordered a poinsettia, feel free to take it home with you after the 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service or on Sunday, December 26.
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Christmas Worship Schedule
Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m.
• Lessons and Carols at St. John’s Episcopal Church,

40 5th St, Petaluma

Sunday, December 26 at 10:00 a.m.
• Hymn-led Worship at Elim

Thank you to the following people
for contributing to today’s service:
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Interim Pastor ································· Officiants
Lauren Haile ····································································· Music Director
Fran Wilson ······································································ Bulletin Folder
Open at time of printing······························································· Sacristan
Cynthia Griffith ······································································Bread Baker
Éire Hohenner, Stella Prime, Daphne Widger, Aidan Fusco, Tom Harris,
Richard Maxon ·········································································· Readers
Athena Labberton, Sarah Labberton ········································ Special Music
Aidan Fusco, Spencer Prime, Robin Merrill········································ Acolyte
Don Bent, Walt Griffith ···································································Ushers
Catherine Winters······················································· Communion Servers
Mercedes Cooke, Rosemary Endicott, Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson, Lynn
Harenberg, Pat Kellgren, Tim Kellgren, Athena Labberton, Sarah Labberton, Vicki
Olivas Navarro, Richard Maxon, Carol Mayo, Robin Merrill, Alex Miller, Kevin
Prime, Stella Prime, Richard Rodkin, John Schempf, Phil Sorensen, Daphne
Widger, Nathan Widger ····························································· Musicians
Paul Haile, Andy Hohenner, Kevin Prime ···························· Tech Audio/Video
Copyright Information:
©2020, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with
permission.
Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514
or OCP #2847430.
Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by
permission.
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