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Second Sunday of Advent 



 

2 

ANNOUNCEMENTS     

WELCOME      

OPENING HYMN:  COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS  

Welcome to Elim Lutheran Church 

1) Accessible restrooms and an AED are located by the exit near the parking lot. An all-gender 

restroom is in the Sanctuary Balcony.  

2) Elim belongs to the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA). To learn more, visit https://www.spselca.net/ 
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GREETING       

 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 All: And also with you.  

Please stand as you are able 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY       

 Reader: Stir up our hearts, Lord God,  

 All: to prepare the way of your only Son.  

  By his coming give to all the people of the world  

   knowledge of your salvation;  

  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING:    MALACHI 3:1-4 

Reader:  A reading from the book of Malachi. 

 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the 

day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 

years.  

 Reader: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated 
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PSALM: LUKE 1:68-79 

 Reader: 68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

you have come to your people and set them free.  

 All: 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

born of the house of your servant David. 

 Reader: 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our 

enemies, 
71from the hands of all who hate us,  

 All: 72to show mercy to our forebears, 

and to remember your holy covenant.  

 Reader: 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
74to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

 All: free to worship you without fear, 
75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 

 Reader: 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,  

 All: 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

 Reader: 78In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

 All: 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand as you are able 

SECOND READING:  PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11  

Reader:  A reading from the book of Philippians. 

 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way 

about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 

with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 

Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

  Reader: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  LUKE 3:1-6 
 Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Lord 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

 Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING:  WE ARE WAITING FOR JESUS 

peace. 

peace. 

peace. 

ADVENT PRAYER 

 Pastor: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 

  that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

  As we light the candles on this wreath, 

  kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 

  that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

  Enlighten us with your grace, 

  that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

  Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

  whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  

 All: Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 

SERMON:                   
Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson  -  "Prepare the Way of the Lord"  
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               
 Reader:   In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence.  

A brief silence.  

 Reader: Loving God, come near to us and to all the earth as we have just 

commemorated World AIDS Day. Give strength to those who work for a 

cure, resolve to those who advocate for solutions, tenderness to 

caregivers and medical professionals, comfort to those who mourn on 

this day, and your bold spirit of welcome to your church. Bless the thirty-

seven million who live with AIDS in our world, and the one million who 

live with it here in the United States. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 Reader: Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them 

with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth 

that you create and call good. Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 Reader: Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on 

behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 

immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are 

oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 

reconciliation. Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 Reader: Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and 

our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, 

oppressed, lonely, or ill  especially Ben, Lorraine, Carole, Jim, Audrey, 

Robin, Sue, Renate, Don, Bob, Carolyn, Richard, Nancy, Dave, Gene, 

Christina, Ruth, Sigrun, Shirley, Irene, Diane, those battling Covid and 

those we name silently and aloud (brief silence).  Grant them healing and 

wholeness. Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

Please be seated 
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 Reader: Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 

received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 

accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to 

Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 Reader: We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more 

humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we 

live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 Reader: O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and 

celebrations of all kinds, this week. Fill our hearts with love and 

acceptance, Hear us, O God.  

 All: Your mercy is great.  

 

 The prayers conclude:    

 Pastor:  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

 All:  Amen.  

OFFERTORY              

OFFERING PRAYER              
 Pastor: Holy God,  

 All: the earth is yours and everything in it, 

  yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures. 

  Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, 

  and strengthen us to be your body for the world 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We will not be collecting offerings during service.  Offerings may be placed in the basket at the 
back of the Sanctuary when arriving or leaving.  Your Attendance/Contact Tracing Form can 
also be put in the basket. 
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PEACE           
 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

(You can hold up the peace sign and look into one another’s eyes!)   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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LORD’S PRAYER          
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

Please be seated 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER            

LAMB OF GOD 
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Jesus welcomes everyone to his table and so we offer to everyone, without exception, to share in Holy 

Communion. If you would like to receive communion with us today, please come forward and hold out 

your hands. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please let the server know. When you receive the 

wine/juice you may discard the cup after drinking.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead, 

please leave your hands folded in front of you. If you are a visitor and would feel more comfortable, you 

are welcome to remain seated.  

If you would like to receive communion but cannot come forward, please let an usher know and 

communion will be brought to you. 

COMMUNION 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

 Pastor: Most High God,  

 All: you have come among us at this table. 

  By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

  sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

  through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

  Amen. 

BLESSING        
Response after blessing: Amen 

Please stand as you are able 
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SENDING HYMN: COME LIGHT OUR HEARTS 

For     You,  O Lord, our  souls  in  still  - ness  wait.                           For 

You,  O Lord, our  souls  in  still  - ness  wait.         Tru-ly  our hope is in    You, 

1. O  Lord   of     life,  our  on  - ly    hope, Your ra-diance 
2. O   joy     a  -  bove all  oth  - er    loves,   in  You  we 

shines     on    all       who      look     to    You   in    the      dark.    Em - man - u  - el 
  find     more than       e  -    nough.  We  come as     we       are;      O    heal  and  re   - 

come,         come   light        our        hearts. 
-store,         come   light        our        hearts. 
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SENDING             
 Acolyte:  Go in peace, Christ is near.  
 All: Thanks be to God.  
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Next Week:    

December 12, 2021   Third Sunday of Advent 

Theme: Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is 
cause for singing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every 
circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one “more 
powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good 
news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great 
joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.  

Read Ahead: Zephaniah 3:14-20/ Isaiah 12:2-6 / Philippians 4:4-7 / Luke 3:7-18  

Copyright Information: 
©2021, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission. 
 
Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514 
or OCP #2847430. 
 
Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  
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