Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Recorded Worship

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Pastor:
All:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor:

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Pastor:

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
All:

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN: THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE
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GREETING
Pastor:
All:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
All:

O God,
you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.
Nourish our life in his resurrection,
that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 8:26-40
Leader:

A reading from the book of Acts.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
26
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Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Leader:
The word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:25-31
Leader:

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
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I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
All:

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
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Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
Leader:

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;

27

all the families of nations shall bow before God.
All:

For dominion belongs to the Lord,

28

who rules over the nations.
Leader:

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

29

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before
the Lord.
All:

Their descendants shall serve the Lord,

30

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
Leader:

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,

31

saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”
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GOSPEL: JOHN 15:1-8
Pastor:
All:

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”
Pastor:
The gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON:
Pastor Kathryn Gulbranson - “Everybody is Invited to the Party!”
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HYMN OF THE DAY: TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE

4. Take my love, my Lord, I
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast
love.
A brief silence.
Leader:
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides
in you. Bless our Synod Council as they prepare for our Synod Assembly,
and for our voting members Don and Susan. Encourage our Confirmands
in their faith as they study the New Testament in May: Madison, Aidan,
Casey, Spencer, James and Dahlia. Guide our Leadership Team as they
prepare for our Annual Meeting. Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
8

Leader:

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty
of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the
earth for life. Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
Leader:
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with
love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
Leader:
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of
your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide
for the needs of all, especially, those listed, those battling the coronavirus
and those we name silently and aloud (brief silence) Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
Leader:
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them,
may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
Leader:
You hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of
resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you.
Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
Leader:
O God, bless all those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries and
celebrations of all kinds, this week. Fill our hearts with love and
acceptance, Hear us, O God.
All:
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:
Leader:
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.
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PEACE
Pastor:
All:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
All:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Prelude in E Minor” performed by Paul Haile
Prelude in E Minor
Op. 28, No. 4
(From 24 Préludes. 1836-9)
Frédéric Chopin (Poland & France, 1810-1849)
Public Domain

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor:
All:

Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
Response after blessing: Amen
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SENDING HYMN: RISING SUN
Verse 1
Praise Him all you sinners
Sing oh sing you weary
Oh praise Him all you children of God

Bridge
Oh oh oh oh
Oh oh oh oh
Hallelujah name above all
Simply to speak Your Name is praise
Hallelujah now and always
Forever we lift Your Name in praise
Hallelujah our God You reign
Simply to speak Your Name is praise oh

Verse 2
We lift high His glory
Shown throughout our stories
We praise Him as the children of God
Chorus
Our great Redeemer glorious Savior
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Light of the morning You shine forever
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Your Name is higher than the rising sun

Chorus
Our great Redeemer glorious Savior
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Light of the morning You shine forever
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Your Name is higher than the rising sun

Verse 3
Praise His Name forever
Speak it loud and clear now
Oh praise Him all you children of God

CCLI Song # 6364759
David Leonard | Kyle Lee | Leslie Jordan | Paul
Mabury
• © 2012 Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by Capitol
CMG Publishing)
• This Is Your Time Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
• TwelveOne Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing)
• Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol
CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook))
• Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook))
• So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music
Publishing LLC)
• Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Essential Music
Publishing LLC)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1560378

Chorus
Our great Redeemer glorious Savior
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Light of the morning You shine forever
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Your Name is higher than the rising sun

12

EXTINGUISHING OF CANDLES

SENDING
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Next Week:
Sunday, May 9, 2021 Sixth Sunday of Easter
Theme:

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the
image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to
serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the
relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that
true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of
Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

Read Ahead:

Acts 10:44-48 / Psalm 98 / 1 John 5:1-6 / John 15:9-17

Thank you to the following people
for contributing to today’s service:
The Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Interim Pastor ··································· Officiant
Shelley Westby ························································· Readings and Prayers
Lauren Haile, Paul Haile ··································································· Music
Paul Haile ············································································Special Music
Shelley Westby ································································· Announcements
Andy Hohenner ······················································ Extinguishing of Candles
Shelley Westby ············································································· Sender
Barb Villa ······························································· Bulletin and Copyrights
Erin Hetrick-Hohenner ························································ Communications
Andy Hohenner ·········································································· Producer
Copyright Information:

©2021, Elim Lutheran Church of Petaluma, California. All rights reserved. Portions used with permission.
Music reprinted under: CCLI License #: 1560378, Streaming 20272929, ONE LICENSE # A-706514
or OCP #2847430.
Bible selections are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by
permission.

14

