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New Fall Schedule Beginning September 7  
We invite each member of Elim to commit two hours on Sunday mornings to deeper faith through 

worship, lifelong learning, and Christian fellowship. 

First Service  

8:30–9:30am 
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 Faith Formation 

9:40–10:25am 

 Godly Play for age 3 through 1st grade in Room 6 

 ELIMentary Camp for 2nd through 4th grade in Room 9 

 Confirmation I for 5th and 6th graders in Room 10 

 Adult Forum in the Choir Room 

Fellowship Time 

9:30–10:30am 

Refreshments and casual 

conversation in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Second Service  

10:30–11:30am 

 

September Special Events 

September 7 

Faith Formation / Sunday School Rally Day 

Kick off Sunday morning faith formation classes with 
treats, activities, and informational tables about 

opportunities for all ages.  see page 7 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 

Several opportunities to be a part of the ELCA’s day of 
service.  see page 10 

September 21 

Mission & Vision Congregational Meeting  

First step in the call process.  see page 3  

THE SOURCE 
  A Monthly Newsletter of Elim Lutheran Church 

Annual Church Picnic 

Sunday, August 31 at McNear Park 

-------- 10:30am Worship in the park -------- 

Bring blankets/lawn chairs for worship. 

If you have one, bring a drum for the drum 

circle led by John Schempf. 

Do you play guitar, banjo, ukulele, etc.?  If you 

want to play along at the 10:30 service, meet 

Ed Sellai at the park at 10am to run through 

the easy campy music he has picked out. 

------ 11:30am Food, fun, & fellowship ------ 

Meat will be provided – bring a dish to share 
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FROM PASTORI BILL 
How Kindergartners taught me about leadership - by accident 

A few years ago on the first day of Vacation Bible School, I received a fresh batch of 

kids from the Play Time Leader.  My job was to tell the story for the day…. (different 

VBS Program)  The group begged me for a drink of water and, since it was to be twenty 

minutes till snack time, my decision had to fall on the side of mercy.  With plenty of “new” kids 

in the group I asked who would be the leader to and from the drinking fountain.  Instantly seven 

hands…. so I picked the loudest and she began marching her way to the drinking fountain.  The other 

kids looked to me and I only had to point at their new leader and all fell into a single line and followed.  

I took up my post as rear guard.  When we reached the target our leader pulled out the step stool in 

preparation for her drink.  “Whoa, whoa, whoa” I cried, “the leader has to make sure everybody gets a 

drink of water and then it is the leader’s turn.”  Without a second thought our leader stepped down and 

moved herself to the rear of the line.  Each child in order took a few sips and returned to the end of the 

line.  With a cordial voice one would save for cotillion introductions I was invited to take my turn. 

Thirsts quenched we returned.  Each day after, a different volunteer rose up to offer to lead.  Each day all 

followed - leader drinking last and all moving in the straightest of lines.  Yes, I too was stunned. 

For the first time I noticed that the leaders were trained best by becoming good followers.  How can you 

lead if you don’t know how to follow?  Disciples learn how to follow.  In that action we take up positions 

of service.  Leadership is not about excelling beyond others but rather support and collaborating with 

the group.  It flows from following and taking a turn. 

What is it that slows us grown-ups from behaving like the exemplar 

Kindergartners?  Is it fear of failure, lack of respect, desire for authority, a 

sense of self over the sense of the group?  

Now comes the time we show our leadership here at Elim.  This is the 

turn of the year and the calling back for Rally Day!  We will be 

part of leading and the growth of leadership. 

A Today Christian will look different from a worldly leader 

because we will be servant oriented, in tasks small and great.  

Note not just the opportunities to lead but also the 

opportunities to follow as we prepare for this very exciting time 

of change at Elim.  

See you in church! 

Peace,  

 

 
I interim 
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

Elim’s Vision Statement 

We believe it is God’s vision for Elim to 

be a dynamic, growing, Holy Spirit-

empowered ministry center, a 

community of faith rooted in grace and 

stirred by the challenge of God’s calling. 

We will actively welcome all people, 

compassionately care for each other and 

the community at large, and be a place of 

growth in God for all people of all ages.  

Our commitment to joyously serve God 

and others will be nurtured and 

demonstrated through: 

1.  Excellent worship services that 

celebrate the presence of God among us 

and touch our minds and hearts and 

lives, compelling us to live the Word. 

2.  Transforming opportunities for adults 

that encourage spiritual growth, practice 

and promote prayer experiences, support 

us on our faith journeys, and deepen our 

relationships with each other. 

3.  Lively, welcoming, and growing 

ministries to children, youth, and 

families. 

4.  Bold, compassionate, healing outreach 

ministries which evidence the truth that 

through service we bless and are blessed. 

5.  Creative inviting of others to journey 

with us toward a gracious God who calls 

us to live as disciples of Jesus. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

MISSION & VISION UPDATE 
September 21 at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

Elim’s mission and vision statements will help to guide our 

Call Committee and will be one of the first things potential 

new pastors will look at to find out who we are as a 

congregation.  During our transition consulting process, the 

congregation proposed to “re-evaluate our mission and vision 

and update the mission and vision statements as needed.” 

The Leadership Team has decided that there is no better time 

than the present to take another look at our mission and 

vision statements. On Sunday, September 21, during Faith 

Formation (9:40–10:25am), we will be hosting a discussion for 

all interested members of the congregation in order to gauge 

whether our mission and vision statements accurately reflect 

what the Holy Spirit is calling us toward in 2014 and beyond.   

If you would like to see a change - no matter how small - to 

one of these statements, here is your chance to make it 

happen.  And if you think they should stay exactly as they 

are, you are invited to join in the discussion, too.  The 

Leadership Team plans to put any proposed changes for 

which there is enough support before the congregation for a 

formal vote this fall. 

CALL COMMITTEE SEARCH STARTING 

The Leadership Team is beginning preparations for a special 

congregational meeting sometime in November for the 

purpose of electing a Call Committee to conduct the search 

for our next pastor.  As we take our 

first steps into the process of 

finding our next partner in 

ministry, you can help by keeping 

the congregation in your prayers, 

considering whether you would be 

willing to serve on the Call 

Committee, and standing by for 

updates in the weeks to come. 
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ELIM FAMILY CAMP 
September 26-28 at Spring Lake Regional Park in Santa Rosa 

$40 family / $20 individual 

The tradition of a congregational camp survives . . . just a little later in 

the year.  Spend the last weekend of September at Spring Lake in 

Santa Rosa with your friends from Elim.  Unplug for the weekend 

to hike, canoe, bicycle, roast marshmallows, hear Lana’s famous 

ghost stories, and have more fun than you expect.  The maximum 

number of campers for our campsite is 75 so register NOW!  

Additional information is available on the bulletin board in the 

Welcome Area and Elim’s website, including online registration, at 

elimpetaluma.org/family-camp 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

Are you interested in going to a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact the Circle 

Chair and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when they each 

meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Anita Kelly) meets on the 2nd Thursday (September 11) of each month at 12pm in 

the back of the sanctuary; bring a sack lunch. 

 Elizabeth (Susan Rodkin) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month; next meeting will be on 

September 15, 7pm, at Mary Wyrick’s home. 

 Esther (Joanne Athearn) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon; next meeting will be on 

September 9 at Marian Olsen’s home hosted by Dolores Frey McCloud. 

 One-Hour (Lana Reuter) this group is for women in the 30-ish to 50-ish age range that usually meets 

on the 2nd Thursday of the month; the next meeting will be on September 11 at 6:30pm in the 

Fireside Room (504 Baker Street). 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Saturday, September 13, 8am in the kitchen 

Hungry for learned conversation… or just a hearty breakfast?  Both are abundant during an hour of 

manly breakfasting.  Breakfast provided but bring a friend.  Contact Brian Crosby for more info or sign 

up to show off your kitchen skills.  And sometimes there is a manly task or two to do around the 

church.... 

CRAFTING INTO THE HOMESTRETCH 

I am amazed by the support the Bazaar received last month.  The craft camps were a hit, and several 

Petaluma sewing machines saw their first light of day and were christened on Bazaar items.  We 

knocked out some fantastic Bazaar items.  One of our youngest members, Grace Martinez, made some 

puppy toys your pooch would really adore.  Rumors are true - we did make seven items out of one pair 

of jeans... oh yeah, we're that good!  You'll need to shop early to score one of the cute aprons, purses, or 

jewelry.  The sound of jingle bells will now bring memories of Elim crafters as they glittered and glued 
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during “Christmas in July” camp.  Visit our blog (elimpetaluma.org/bazaar) to get a sneak preview of 

what you will be shopping for in October.  

Many of our take-home crafts are starting to return and they are just darling.  If you have things you 

have finished, you may drop them off at the office during the week, mark them clearly "Bazaar" and 

leave them on the craft table in the Fellowship Hall, or drop off on the weekends . . . During the month of 

September, Room 2 will be open on Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30am – 1:30pm.  Stop by to pick up a take 

home project or stay for fellowship and put some time in on a project at church.  

Projects for September:  Halloween and fall fun!!!  Want to turn a cute pink flamingo into a vulture?  We 

can help - check out this project on Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/dianedeardorff/halloween/ 

We also have some furniture that will be given new life: 

 Old Chair... presto changeo....artsy garden planter! 

 1970's side table....abracadabra..... pet bed! 

 Black Ikea side table.......voilà...... comic book-themed side table! 

You get the idea.... a piece of junk turned into a handcrafted piece of art to treasure for years, and then to 

hand down for several generations.  We are crafting memories. 

We want you to keep up your strength while you shop so, Grace Friendship Circle will have a wonderful 

bakery of goodies and our One-Hour Women’s Group will fill our coffee cup with lots of delicious 

choices.  And because he can’t say no to cooking, Gene McCloud has volunteered to organize the lasagna 

luncheon.  Thanks to all our volunteers! 

So mark your calendar and tell your friends that you don't want to miss Elim's Arts & Crafts Bazaar on 

October 18!  

For more information or to share ideas or questions about the Arts & Crafts Bazaar, please contact Diane 

Deardorff.  

TROOP 9 PETALUMA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FAIR 
September 27, 11:30am-2:30pm, Friedman’s (429 N. McDowell Blvd) 

The August 24 earthquake was a wake-up call – are you prepared when 

disaster strikes?  Our Troop 9 Boy Scouts will be hosting their second annual 

Boy Scout Troop 9 Petaluma Emergency Preparedness Fair.  This is a free 

community event to be held at the Freidman’s Home Improvement Store in the 

Deer Creek Village Shopping Center parking lot.  This event will provide 

information, training, and equipment to Petaluma residents on how to be 

prepared in the case of an earthquake, fire, hazardous materials spills, or other 

major disasters.  First Aid Kits, Survival Kits, and Survival Gear will be 

available for purchase or order.  A free emergency gift will be given to the first 

100 families.  Hot dogs, chips, sodas, desserts, and more will be available as well. 
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HELPING HANDS NEEDED! 

Elim is a very busy congregation, especially during this year of 

transition.  It takes the contributions of many members with a variety 

of skills to make it all happen, and we thank everyone who helps to 

keep things moving along for the time that you contribute to our 

ministry together. 

Here are some areas where we have particular need for 

volunteers in the near term.  If you are looking for a way that 

you can contribute to “rebalancing the congregation” during 

our transition, please consider volunteering for one (or more) of 

these roles: 

Mutual Ministry Exploratory Committee—The term “mutual ministry” recognizes that the Church’s 

ministry is the mutual concern of both the laity and the pastor.  Mutual Ministry Teams are created to 

help the pastor and congregation assess and harmonize their joint ministry.  The congregation proposed 

in June to “gather information about mutual ministry committees and to consider forming one.”  The 

Leadership Team plans to form an exploratory committee to investigate and prepare proposals for the 

formation of a Mutual Ministry Team.  We are hoping to move this forward so that a Mutual Ministry 

Team can be in place in early 2015.  If you are interested in serving on the exploratory committee, please 

contact Kevin Prime (kprime@elimpetaluma.org). 

Godly Play Storytellers—Godly Play is a Montessori-inspired approach to introducing children ages 3 

to 1st grade to the stories of the Bible.  We are looking for additional volunteers who can occasionally 

serve as storytellers during the Faith Formation period on Sunday mornings.  Our instructors will take 

care of the preparation work; there is very little time commitment other than to tell the story to the 

children.  If you are interested, please contact Amy Malaise. 

Adult Forum Leadership—There is a lot going on between services on Sundays, and Pastor Bill just can’t 

be everywhere all the time.  We are looking for volunteers to help with Adult Forum.  We are looking for 

a volunteer to serve as the scheduler/coordinator for Adult Forum to put together our program for the 

year.  We are also looking for volunteers who would be interested in leading individual Adult Forum 

sessions or short series.  We are open to devotional, Bible study, and other faith-forming subjects.   If you 

are interested, please contact Kevin Prime (kprime@elimpetaluma.org) or Pastor Bill 

(pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org). 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Team—We are reactivating our Children, Youth, and Family 

Ministry Team this year.  This is a great opportunity to help set our CYF program on a path to strong 

growth and participation!  If you are interested in participating in the planning and execution of our CYF 

program this year, please contact Phil Sorensen or Pastor Bill (pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org).   

Adult Mentors for High School Youth Group—We have dedicated high school youth who have great 

plans, including attendance at the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit in July 2015, and monthly midweek 

meetings and service projects.  But they need a few committed adults who can mentor and guide the 

group.  If you are interested, please contact Sheldon Gen. 
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Confirmation Programming Note 
Stay tuned for more information about 

the new Confirmation program including 

Confirmation I for 5th-6th graders 

who will meet on Sunday mornings and 

Confirmation II for 7th-10th graders 

meeting on Wednesdays, 6:30-8pm, 

beginning September 17. 

Stewardship Team—We are rejuvenating our Stewardship Team as well.  People serving on the 

Stewardship Team will help to educate, encourage, and motivate us to practice Christian stewardship 

with the many blessings that God has bestowed upon each of us.  This service is both a way to provide 

leadership within the congregation and to deepen one’s own understanding of stewardship of time, 

talent, and finances.  If you are interested in serving on this team, please contact Phil Sorensen 

(philip.a.sorensen@gmail.com) or Pastor Bill (pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org). 

Audit Committee—Elim’s constitution requires an annual audit of the congregation’s finances. 

Unfortunately, for a number of years, this has not happened.  The Leadership Team has decided to 

undertake an audit this year in the October–December time frame.  We need 3 members of the 

congregation who would be willing to be elected to the Audit Committee and to serve in this important 

capacity.  You do not need to be a CPA to serve on the Audit Committee, although some basic 

experience with bookkeeping is quite helpful.  Our current and immediate past treasurers, members of 

the Leadership and Finance Teams and business manager are not eligible, so we really need volunteers 

to step forward.  If you are interested, please contact Kevin Prime (kprime@elimpetaluma.org). 

FAITH FORMATION 

RALLY DAY 
September 7 at 9:40am 

Join us for the kick-off of the Faith Formation / Sunday School season on 

September 7!  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:40am for treats and 

invite you to visit the information tables about the Faith Formation 

opportunities we will offer.  We will also have a large group activity to 

encourage interaction among all ages!  The first day of Sunday School will be 

on September 14. 

GEARING UP FOR GODLY PLAY  

We would first like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to the National Presbyterian Church of 

Washington, DC, for their generous donation of Godly Play materials for our program.  The materials for 

this program are very expensive and this donation will enable us to continue to offer the very best 

quality program to our youngest members.  

We are still looking for donations of low shelving units and various crafting supplies.  Please check the 

Godly Play blog and outside the classroom for more information. 

Godly Play also needs teachers!  No experience or major 

preparation required.  All lessons are already prepped and in 

the classroom.  Storytellers should come to class knowing the 

story for the day.  Greeter should be familiar with classroom 

procedures.  That's it!  Please contact Amy Malaise at 

amalaise@juno.com for more information. 
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Healing Prayer Sessions 

Saturday, September 20 

10am, 10:30am, 11am, 11:30am 

in the Fireside Room (504 Baker St) 

Call the office to schedule an appointment.  

WHAT’S THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES?  

Beeswax is used to make handcrafted soaps 
and candles, and honey and pollen can be sold 

at the market as well.  But that’s not all — 
their mere presence on a farm means they are 

pollinating plants and boosting crop growth 
throughout the wider community.  Bees, hives, 

and training in beekeeping can go a long way 
for a family in need. 

10 LITTLE CHICKS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE! 

When they are just months old, these chicks 
begin laying eggs, which make nutritious, 

protein-rich meals for families who are hungry. 
The many extra eggs are often enough to allow 

a family to start a small business by           
selling them for additional income. 

This year, Godly Play will be collecting offering from the 

children each week for ELCA'S Good Gifts/God's Global 

Barnyard program.  We are hoping to raise enough to 

purchase honeybees! ($20).   

GET YOUR CHICKS IN A ROW AND GET READY 
FOR ELIMENTARY CAMP! 

Kids in 2nd through 4th grades are invited to Room 9 on 

Sunday mornings for ELIMentary Camp Sunday School!  

In addition to interesting lessons and craft projects, we 

will also be collecting money to purchase chicks through 

the ELCA'S Good Gifts/God's Global Barnyard program. 

The ELIMentary Camp teachers this year are Mary 

Wyrick, Kristy Oakes, Linnea Carlson-Spelman, Jill 

Eskes, and Amy Forsberg. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP IS BACK!   

All high school students (9th through 12th grades) are welcome to the monthly gatherings.  The first 

meeting is being planned for Wednesday, September 24, 6-8pm in the Room 10.  Look for updates in 

Sunday bulletins and emails.   

EXPLORING THE STORY FOR ADULTS 
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the week’s Bible readings.   

SUNDAY MORNING MEDITATION  
Sunday, September 7 (and each first Sunday) 

Ann Geddes will lead a time of meditation at 9:40am in the 

Fireside Room (church office).  Come and learn meditation 

practices. 

MEDITATION AND HEALING PRAYER RETREAT 
October 24-26 in Inverness 

Our third annual Healing Prayer/Meditation Retreat will be held Friday, 

October 24, through Sunday, October 26, at St. Columba Retreat Center in 

Inverness.  We will be learning and practicing meditation and healing prayer 

with an experienced teacher.  Everyone is welcome at this spiritual retreat. 

Check in time is 4pm and check out time is Noon.  The price is $70 per night per 

person plus a minimal linen fee if you don’t bring a sleeping bag or your own 

bedding.  The Leadership Team has already made the deposit for the retreat 

and said that they would help subsidize the retreat as needed.  So please donate 

what you can to cover the cost.   
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As usual, we will be providing our own meals.  Sue and Ben Barnes will cook Friday night dinner.  We 

would like volunteers to be responsible for Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch, Saturday dinner, and 

Sunday breakfast.  We will order from the deli for Sunday lunch, as we have in the past, after attending 

the Episcopal church service that morning. 

Please let Ben Barnes know if you would like attend, which days, meal(s) you would like to help with, 

and any dietary restrictions.   We are looking forward to another excellent retreat.   

MUSIC MINISTRY 
WORSHIP AND MUSIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Music Director, Cathe Kiler, on behalf of the W&MPC:  Pastor Bill, Brian Tolson, Athena 

Labberton, Vicki Olivas Navarro, and Audrey Norman. 

The new Worship and Music Planning Committee (W&MPC) is up and running and we’ve been busy 

planning worship music for the fall.  The committee came into being so I would have assistance in music 

preparation and a chance to try out ideas on representatives across the spectrum of Elim’s music 

leadership.  We have developed a schedule for the fall that we hope will resonate the Word 

meaningfully for all in attendance, and extend a compelling invitation to new people of all ages entering 

our doors.  As your music director, I want to be as closely in touch with worshippers as possible, so I 

know what is most expressively speaking to you and ministering to your spiritual needs.  All of us on 

the Worship and Music Planning Committee are dedicated to seeking out your comments about what 

you hear as we prayerfully attend to what God has in mind for our worship experiences. 

Comments about Elim’s music can be sent to cathe@elimpetaluma.org. 

JOIN CHANCEL CHOIR!  
Rehearsals on Wednesdays, 5:30-7pm, Choir Room 

All are invited to join the Chancel Choir!  This group primarily sings the special music at the 8:30am 

service, starting September 7.  If you are interested in knowing more about Chancel Choir, contact Cathe 

Kiler at cathe@elimpetaluma.org. 

WE'RE DREAMING OF CHRISTMAS ALREADY! 

Dust off your tinsel and polish your bells.  Our busy Elim elves are already 

planning our Christmas Pageant.  An all-ages event will take place on the 

morning of Sunday, December 21.  Visit the informational table at the 

September 7 Rally Day to volunteer your talents behind-the-scenes or on 

center stage.  

This Elim tradition will be something special, but we need your help!  Mark your 

calendar now. 
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CHIME IN! 

Handchimes are musical instruments that are rung similarly to handbells but are lighter . . . perfect for 

kids.  We hope to form a kids’ handchime choir that will perform on Confirmation Sunday (October 26) 

and Christmas Eve.  If you are a student in grades 2 through 8, you are invited to a workshop on 

Sunday, September 28, at 11:45am to learn the basics of playing the handchimes.  The ability to read easy 

music is helpful but not required.  If interested, please contact Cathe Kiler at cathe@elimpetaluma.org. 

OUTREACH 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:  CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The September 

recipient will be California Lutheran University.  Check 

off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the 

special offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary, 

or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to 

contribute. 

Founded in 1959, California Lutheran University's dedicated, accomplished faculty works with small 

classes of undergraduate and graduate students who are open-minded—about ideas, about people, and 

about faith—and are seeking to grow as individuals.  Both in the classroom and outside of it, everyone at 

Cal Lutheran is committed to helping each student pursue their passions to discover their purpose, and 

follow that purpose to transform their community—and the world. 

As a university, their primary mission is expanding and deepening the mind in its pursuit of truth.  As a 

Lutheran university they believe this mission is best accomplished within a diverse community and in 

ways that nurture all the dimensions of a student’s life—spiritual, physical, and emotional as well as 

intellectual.  Cal Lutheran’s core curriculum includes two religion courses, although many students elect 

to take more.  Understanding the religious history, beliefs, and customs of our world is a crucial part of a 

complete liberal education.  Other courses throughout the curriculum offer students a chance to see how 

the academic disciplines intersect with issues of faith.  Classroom discussions often include dialogue 

where Christian ideas and values are contrasted with other seriously argued positions.  Professors will 

encourage you to explore your thoughts and beliefs both academically and outside of the classroom. 

Located between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara, their main 225-acre Thousand Oaks campus is 

complemented by two satellite locations in nearby Woodland Hills and Oxnard.  Together, they are 

home to dynamic liberal arts and science programs, with more than 2,700 undergraduates – including 

Elim’s Hailey Klemenok - and 1,400 graduate students. 

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” SUNDAY 

On Sunday, September 7, the nearly 10,000 congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) are invited to put their faith into action by serving their communities in ways that share 

the love of God with all of God’s people.  Athena Labberton has lined up several projects to choose from: 

 Mary Isaak Center: all volunteers must be at least 14 years old; limited number of people needed for 

projects in the afternoon including painting, cleaning, and dinner prep and service 



elimpetaluma.org        SEPTEMBER 2014  |  PAGE  11  

 Shollenberger Park:  restoration work, 1-4pm 

 Deliver cookies & a smile:  we will provide names of some of our Elim members who could use a 

visitor.  Make some cookies over the weekend and come to church that morning to pick out names, 

or join others to bake cookies at church starting at 11:30am  

Sign up to participate in one of these projects online (elimpetaluma.org) or in the Fellowship Hall on 

Sunday morning. 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, September 2, at Lucchesi Park and will cover 

the Westside Pantry on Thursday, September 25, in our Fellowship Hall (**note the 

different day – switching dates with B’Nai Israel so they can celebrate Rosh 

Hashanah).  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and 

are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids and a friend or 

neighbor.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, 

please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Volunteer still needed:  tables are delivered to the Tuesday pantry from Elim.  We 

need one additional volunteer to serve as a back-up table hauler.  If you have a truck and a little time to 

spare on the first Tuesday of the month, please contact the office. 

PETALUMA DAY LABOR CENTER KICKOFF FUNDRAISER 

The Kickoff Fundraiser for The Petaluma Day Labor Center, joined by El Dia de Los Muertos, will be 

held September 20 at the Sheraton Hotel in Petaluma.  This community gathering will feature Dolores 

Huerta as keynote speaker and will include dinner and entertainment from 5:30 - 11:30pm. Tickets are 

$75 and available at brownpapertickets.com/event/839969.  The Petaluma Day Labor Initiative has an 

advisory committee of representatives from local churches and community organizations.  For more 

information contact Judy Peterson. 

PETALUMA BOUNTY ACTIVITIES 

Cut Flower Workshop 
Saturday, September 6th, 9:30am - 12:30pm, at the Bounty Community Farm (55 Shasta Ave.) 

Learn how to plan, grow, harvest and arrange a summer bouquet!  We'll tour the flower fields, talk 

about care, growth habits and varieties, and answer your questions!  Then we'll retreat to the shade to 

arrange gorgeous hand-tied bouquets.  Sliding scale of $25-$50 includes flowers, your bouquet to take 

home, and materials - funds go to support Bounty programs.  No one will be turned away for a lack of 

funds, please contact me to discuss reduced fee if needed!  Limited to 20 participants, please email 

Farmer Lennie at farm@petalumabounty.org to RSVP or to be penciled in.  

Petaluma Harvest Party 
Sunday, September 14, 10am to 2pm, at the Bounty Community Farm (55 Shasta Ave.) 

This year, Petaluma Bounty is collaborating with Daily Acts for our annual Harvest Party at the Bounty 

Farm!  This is a free community event and potluck to celebrate the abundance of cultivating community 

– the fruits of our collective labor through community programs, the abundance of what can be grown in 

our amazing bio-region, and our amazing and generous community!    petalumabounty.org 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org


elimpetaluma.org        SEPTEMBER 2014  |  PAGE  12  

GRATITUDE 
Thank you for all of your help and hospitality with our Midsummer Night Sings event.  We really 

enjoyed your space and all of the wonderful people we met.  We hope to see you all at our future events!  

Thanks again for everything! 

-Dianna Richardson, Sonoma Bach 

Once again, the Elim Lites team was the top fundraiser at this year’s Relay for Life, raising $21,489.54.  

The total amount raised by the four Elim teams (including Elim Lites Too, Elim Youth, and Boy Scout 

Troop 9) was $26,934.64.  The total collected for the entire Petaluma event is $136,512.70 and growing.  In 

addition to these funds for the American Cancer Society, the event donated 1,497 pounds of canned 

goods to the Redwood Empire Food Bank.  We are thrilled that you continue to support us and we all 

thank you.  

BIRTH 

Evelynn Paulette Bailey was born on July 23, 2014.  Proud parents are Brenten and Reneé Bailey and her 

two excited sisters are Brooklyn and Brynn. 

DEATH 

Ken Wehr died on August 24, 2014. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING SUMMARIES  

July 23, 2014 

The LT Meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime, President.  Sue Kinsman recording. 

The July 9, 2014 minutes were approved. 

Treasurer's Report - Chuck Wolf:  The Finance Team will be reviewing the budget and making it more 

easily understood, particularly for pass-through donations.  The LT discussed printing the attendance 

and YTD giving in the bulletin each week. 

Transition Team Report - Kevin Prime:  The proposals arising from the June 7, 2014, Workshop were 

reviewed.  A Special Meeting will be held August 3 to prioritize the proposals and print the results in the 

Source as well as posting them in Fellowship Hall. 

Governance Issues - Kevin Prime:  Kevin led a discussion on various governance responsibilities of the 

LT which included the need for a congregational audit, a review of the current membership roster, LT 

liaison to each Ministry Team, review of the Endowment Fund by the Endowment Team, audits of all 

teams under the Elim Tax ID, appointment of a Scholarship Committee, review of Thrivent Choice 

Leadership Team Meetings are open 
to the congregation except for 

Executive Meetings.  The full minutes 
are posted in Fellowship Hall or are 

available at the church office. 
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Committee, appointment of a Personnel Committee, and a revision of the requirements of a quorum for 

the LT. 

Special Meeting - August 3, 2014 

The Special Meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime, President, and Sue Kinsman, Recording. 

Kevin led the LT in prayer. 

The LT resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to prioritize the proposals referred to the LT by the 

congregational workshop, June 7, 2014. 

Other actions to be addressed were discussed, including a congregational  workshop for mid-September 

to review the mission and vision statements; recruit an exploratory committee to form a Mutual Ministry 

Committee; create a template team charter for new ministries as well as existing teams; recruit people to 

teach in the Adult Forum and act as a Forum Coordinator; develop a communications plan; begin the 

process of developing a Children, Youth, and Family Team; develop an active high school group; meet 

with Little Shepherd leaders; and further develop the Stewardship Team.  

Pastor Bill closed the LT with a prayer. 

Respectively submitted 

Susan Kinsman, Recording Secretary 

LEADERSHIP TEAM LIAISONS 

In order to help facilitate better communication between the Leadership Team and our other teams and 

committees, the Leadership Team has designated individual members of the LT to serve as liaisons to 

each of the various groups within the congregation.  If your group or team has a question for the LT or 

doesn’t know who to ask about a particular question, you are welcome to reach out to your LT liaison for 

assistance.  Here are the LT Liaisons for the 2014-2015 fiscal year: 

• Education Ministries:  Kevin Prime 

• Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:  Phil Sorensen 

• Fellowship and Special Ministries (including ELCW, Men’s Ministry, Healing Ministry, World 

Store, and Pantries):  Sue Kinsman 

• Service Ministries (Mexico House Building, New Life Band/Tanzania Service Trips, Relay for Life, 

NOLA, Baker Street Garden):  Peter Labberton 

• Worship and Music:  Audrey Norman 

• Stewardship:  Phil Sorensen 

• Finances (Finance Team, Endowment Fund, Thrivent Choice):  Chuck Wolf 

• Facilities:  Ben Barnes 

• Congregational Committees (Nominating, Call, Audit):  Kevin Prime 

If you are not sure where your group fits in, please contact any of the LT members and we will help you 

get connected with your liaison. 
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JULY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Thank you to everyone who contributed in July!  Our July regular giving was $107 over budget for the 

month.  Average weekly giving increased 23% between June and July!  However, since June 1, we 

remain $2,405 behind in regular giving.  To achieve our objectives in 2014, we need regular giving to be 

at or above 100% of budget, so please keep up the good work of July, and if you happened to miss some 

giving due to vacations, please consider making a “catch-up” contribution.  September’s budget for 

regular giving is $26,000.  

 

The following table shows a comparison to our operating budget for July and since the start of our fiscal 

year on June 1.  The two largest variances from budget are in regular giving ($2,405 below budget due to 

below-target giving in June) and expenses for Faith Formation ($1,534 above the year-to-date budget). 

The Faith Formation expenditures are fully budgeted but were made earlier than planned this year.  

July 2014 
Category 

Fiscal Year to Date 

Since June 1, 2014 

Actual Budget Diff. Actual Budget Diff. 

INCOME 

20,107 20,000 107 Regular Giving 40,595 43,000 (2,405) 

1,736 1,845 (109) Other Income 2,935 2,891 44 

21,843 21,845 (2) Total Income 43,530 45,891 (2,361) 

EXPENSES 

1,408 1,400 (8) Benevolences 2,842 3,010 168 

761 217 (544) Faith Formation 1,967 433 (1,534) 

7 700 693 Program Costs 476 1,700 1,224 

16,050 18,109 2,059 Staff 31,185 36,219 5,033 

2,245 3,233 989 Administrative Costs 4,398 6,317 1,918 

20,470 23,659 3,189 Total Expenses 40,868 47,679 6,810 

1,373 (1,814) 3,187 Net Surplus/Deficit 2,661 (1,788) 4,449 
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Please note that the congregation authorized $25,000 for unspecified additional staff costs in this fiscal 

year.  The Leadership Team has not yet determined the best way to apply this allocation. Thus, none of 

this amount has been applied to the monthly expense budgets so far this year. The Leadership Team 

notes that expenses will increase approximately $2,100 per month once a position is created and filled. 

This level of expenditure will be sustainable provided we all maintain the high commitment to regular 

giving shown in July. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
READINGS 

September 7 marks the start of our new Sunday morning schedule and the beginning of the 2014-15 

narrative lectionary series.  The narrative lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings.  On the Sundays 

from September through May each year the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation 

through the early Christian church. 

The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture.  They invite people to hear the stories 

of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  Listening to the many different voices 

within Scripture enriches preaching and the life of faith. 

 

September 7:  Flood and Promise   
Genesis 6:16-22; 9:8-15 ‒ Noah, the flood, and the promise of the rainbow 

Accompanying reading:  Matt 8:24-27, Jesus calms the storm 

 

September 14:  Call of Abraham   
Genesis 12:1-9 ‒ Call of Abraham, promise of land, descendants, blessing to the 

nations 

Accompanying reading:  Matt 28:19-20, Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 

 

September 21:  Joseph in Prison   
Genesis 39:1-23 ‒ Joseph is unjustly put in prison; yet God is present with him there 

Accompanying reading:  Matt 5:11-12, Blessed are you when people revile you and 

utter all kinds of evil falsely on my account 

 

September 28:  Rescue at the Sea   
Exodus 14:10-14, 21-29 ‒ The sea parts at the exodus; God’s deliverance 

Accompanying reading:  Matt 2:13-15, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus in Egypt, out of Egypt 

have I called my son 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 

September 7:  Savage & Senften / September 14:  open / September 21:  Svinth / September 28:  open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Jeanne Hollingsworth 8 Steve Geney 18 Maria Svinth 24 Jeremy King 

 

Judith King 

 

Peter Jones 19 Mendi Kehr 

 

Roy Martinez 

 

Peg King 

 

Carli Reinhard 

 

Nathan Simon 

 

Ginny Mason 

2 Dave Bachman 9 Philip Sellai 20 Gary Haugen 

 

Michael Worden 

 

Amanda Kvalheim 10 Austin Martin 

 

Lexie Mason-Davis 25 Emily Eveland 

 

Rick Warner 

 

Becca Rau 

 

Michael Savage 

 

Maxilee McNicol 

3 Deborah Jacobson 12 Cliff King 

 

Jenna Turner 

 

Beth Pesutich 

 

Bradley Martin 

 

Adam Oakes 21 Crista Chelemedos 26 Shirley Coulson 

4 Lisa Baswell 

 

Len Svinth 

 

Jeanette Genovese 

 

Gary Fusco 

 

Isabel Eskes 14 Dean Greschner 

 

Marc Nicely 

 

Cathe Kiler 

5 Dorothy Tanguay 

 

Hailey Klemenok 22 Annette McElroy 27 Lola Clark 

6 Jack Cameron 16 Jim Atwood 

 

David Rabbitt 

 

Violet Deardorff 

 

Gene Senften 

 

Logan Reuter 23 Joanne Dilts 

 

Craig Walker 

 

Klint Sheridan 

 

Wendy Skanderson 

 

Aaron Long 30 Kevin Bechtel 

 

Nathan Widger 

     

Patti Kowta 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Sue Whitney, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/elimlutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elimpetaluma 



Elim Lutheran Church         Come and See September 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY MORNING 

SCHEDULE 

8:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith 
Formation / Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship 

8:20-11:50am  
Nursery open 

1  
Office Closed 

 

2  
First day of school at Little 
Shepherd Preschool 

5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on 
McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

3  
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room ) 

4  
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (choir room) 

5 
3:15pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (choir room)

  

6  

7  

God's work. Our hands. 

9:40am Morning 
Meditation (Fireside 
Room) 

9:40am Faith Formation/ 
Sunday School Rally Day 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

8  
 

9  
12pm Esther Circle (Olsen) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

10  
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room ) 

7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

11  
12pm Grace Friendship 
Circle (back of church) 

6:30pm One Hour 
Women's Group (Fireside 
Room) 

7:30pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

12  
3:15pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (choir room) 

13 
8am Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast (kitchen)

  

14  
 

15 Source Deadline 

7pm Elizabeth Circle 
(Wyrick) 

7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (choir room) 

16  
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

17  
5:30pm  Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room ) 

6:30pm  Confirmation II  
(Room 10 ) 

 

18  
7:30pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

19 
3:15pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (choir room)

  

20  
10am Healing Prayer 
Sessions (Fireside Room) 

21  
9:40am Congregational 
Meeting (Choir Room) 

22  
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (choir room) 

23  
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

24  
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room ) 

6pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

25  
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

7:30pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

26  
3:15pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (choir room) 

 

27  

11:30am-2:30pm  Troop 
9 Emergency 
Preparedness Fair 
(Friedman's) 

28  
11:45am Youth 
Handchime Workshop 
(Choir Room) 

29  
 

30  
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION / SUNDAY SCHOOL  9:40-10:25AM 
 
Godly Play (Room 6): ages 3 through 1st 
grade 
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): grades 2-4 

Confirmation I (Room 10): grades 5-6 
Adult Forum (Choir Room): everyone 
else 

Elim Family Camp (through Sunday) at 
Spring Lake Regional Park 
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