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FROM PASTORI BILL  
Last Sunday we celebrated six new confirmands who affirmed their baptism:  Violet 

Deardorff, Michael Flett, Natalie Micco, Abbey Reuter, Kira Svinth, and Max 

Wagner.  The worship service included a witness from each of their faith journey.  

This service was amazingly well received.  And why not?  St. Paul includes in his opening 

verses to the Romans a charge for the Christian community: “…so that we may be mutually 

encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.” (Romans 1:12).  These young men and 

women were a great encouragement into this faith community. 

After the worship service, congratulations went all around.  Cake and celebration and the High School 

youth began their invitations for this latest group of young adult believers.  

One part of the tradition at Elim is to take a picture of the “class” and add it to a photo album with all 

the previous confirmation classes.  One father paged through this photo album and found his own 

confirmation picture.  It reminded me of the lineages we can find in scripture - you remember the 

“begats.” For example this infamous run:   

Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 

Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.  And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 

Uriah…. (Matthew 1:5-6) 

It has never been part of the plan for Christian community to grow by “begetting.”  Our stories of faith 

usually include some family of origin “begetting" but these stories are also likely influenced by events 

and additional relationships outside of our immediate family.  Grafted into the community of faith. 

Friendships built, participations in events, service, conversations, neighbors, acquaintances.  In short; 

(too late) we each have our own Elim story and our own faith story.  The intersections of these stories 

with God’s story becomes who we are together at Elim.  As we transition and change let us examine and 

share these intersections.  I will be inviting you on Sunday mornings as you worship to participate in an 

exercise to identify how these relationships are interwoven, this common threads and their connections 

into the community at large.  

We will be doing this informal “history project” beginning in November and carrying it out through the 

calling of our next pastor. 

We will also welcome new members in the beginning of December, adding to and renewing the 

community that has been a place of spiritual nourishment in Petaluma since 1925. 

And as a Congregation fully engaged in stepping into the future with the work we will be doing at the 

November 9 Congregational meeting.  It is a great time to be part of the tradition and the change at Elim 

Lutheran Church. 

Congratulations again to our confirmands, and all the folks who brought them this far.  Let us see with 

them where the Lord is leading us now!  

Pray hard, see you in church, peace, 

   

I interim 
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Healing Prayer Sessions 

Saturday, November 15 
10am, 10:30am, 11am, 11:30am 

in the Fireside Room (504 Baker St) 

Call the office to schedule an appointment.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION 2015 
First info meeting:  November 16, 11:45am 

It is time to start preparing for this spring's annual mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico.  This year’s trip is 

scheduled for March 23 to March 28, 2015.  This is also spring break for many schools in Petaluma. 

The Mexico Leader's Team has deemed that Sunday, November 2, as “Mexico 

Alumni Sunday”.  Any past attendees are encouraged to wear your Amor T-

shirt from a past mission trip to show your support for this important 

ministry outreach. 

The first Mexico Mission meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 16, 

after the 10:30am service (approximately 11:45am) in the Choir Room.  At 

this meeting we will discuss planning for this year's mission and hand out 

registration packets to all people planning to go.  The minimum age requirement for children is seventh 

grade and up.  For high school age kids, this mission can be used towards service hours that many high 

schools require for graduation. 

Come and learn how you can help improve the lives of a family in need and how your own life is 

affected. 

Come.  Build.  Hope.  

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY  
Sunday, November 2 

On November 2, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day in our worship life together.  

We will remember those who have entered life eternal.  As we remember these 

people to our community by sharing their names and their lives, we recall our own 

earthly existence and its small significance in a life that rests not on the imminent 

coming of our bodily death but instead, rests in the hope of everlasting life in Jesus 

Christ. 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 
Thursday, November 13, 7-8:30pm and/or Sunday, November 16, 11:45am-1:30pm (snack provided) 

Welcomed into the congregation on December 7 

Several people have expressed an interest in joining Elim.  If this is you, join Pastor Bill and leadership to 

explore Elim’s purpose, goals, ministries, and how we can continue to grow as part of our faith 

community.  RSVP with the office if interested and 

indicate if child care will be needed. 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

Are you interested in going to a monthly women’s group 

but not sure which one?  Just contact the Circle Chair and 

let them know you are interested.  Below you will find 
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One-Hour Women’s Group 
A group for busy women 

Mix fellowship with faith once a month 
with no obligations!  The One-Hour 

Women’s Group meets on the second 
Thursday of the month – November 13 – 
at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room (church 

office).  We’ll use podcasts from the 
Women of the ELCA’s boldcafe.org or 

special guests or whatever sounds 
interesting and relevant as our topics.  
Come when you can, stay for an hour, 

stay longer if you get caught up in a 
conversation! 

To be included on the email list, contact 
Lana Reuter at 766-9457 or 

kevlan95@comcast.net 

Joy is the birthright of 
those who follow Jesus, a 
birthright to be claimed 
and lived in and shared. 

Michael W. Foss in                       
The Disciple’s Joy 

 

Circle information and when they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Anita Kelly) meets on the 2nd 

Thursday (November 13) of each month at 12pm in the 

back of the sanctuary; bring a sack lunch.   

 Elizabeth (Susan Rodkin) usually meets on the 3rd 

Monday of the month; next meeting will be on 

November 17, 7pm, at Mary Wyrick’s home. 

 Esther (Joanne Athearn) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month at Noon; next meeting will be on November 

11 at Vivian Tasselmyer’s home. 

Thankoffering Brunch  
Saturday, November 1, 10am – 12pm, Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited to come to the annual Thankoffering 

Brunch at Elim sponsored by the women of Elizabeth Circle.  

As we gather on November 1, we will give thanks to our 

gracious God who provides for our every need.  We'll also 

enjoy a yummy brunch together and have an opportunity to chat and get to know each other better.  

Please come! 

A new slate of officers for Elim Lutheran Church Women (ELCW) for 2015 will be 

elected at the brunch and an offering for the churchwide Women of the ELCA will 

be taken that is used to support the ministries of the WELCA. 

Any questions, please contact the church office or Elizabeth Circle Chair, Susan 

Rodkin. 

Elizabeth Circle Brings You Joy 
Elizabeth Circle is a group of women who meet monthly for Bible 

study and fellowship.  New women are always invited to come to 

meetings, so if you are free on the third Monday of each month, please 

join in! 

In November we begin to study a new book, The Disciple’s Joy: six 

practices for spiritual growth, by Michael W. Foss.  Each month we will 

discuss one of the six chapters in the book, with titles like: “God didn’t 

make you to become someone else”, and “Learning Life’s Greatest 

Lessons”.  All you have to do is to get a copy of the book and start 

reading the interesting and thought-provoking stories.  Then bring the book to the next Circle Meeting to 

discuss some of the questions at the end of each chapter. 

Questions?  Please call or email Susan Rodkin. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
November 8, 8am, kitchen 

Elim men meet every second Saturday for an hour of manly breakfasting and to plan occasional projects.  

Breakfast provided but bring a friend!  Contact Brian Crosby for more info or sign up to show off your 

kitchen skills. 

ELIM’S JOHN SCHEMPF RECEIVES NATIONAL LAMB AWARD 

We are pleased to announce that John Schempf, a long-time member of Elim, has 

received a Lamb Award from the National Lutheran Association on Scouting. This award 

is a national recognition that is given to Lutheran adults to acknowledge distinguished 

service in fostering the spiritual growth of youth through church and civic youth-serving 

agency programs such as Boy Scouts of America. 

To achieve this award, the recipient must be an active member of a Lutheran congregation, have a  

minimum of 10 years of distinguished volunteer service to the church, have a minimum of 10 years of 

distinguished volunteer service to a civic youth agency like the Boy Scouts, serve as a Christian role 

model and leader to young people, promote the scouts’ religious growth programs, help organize new 

units in the congregation, and encourage units to support group service projects in response to a 

community or congregational need. 

Many of you are familiar with John as the long-time drummer in Waves of Grace, for his work on many 

Mexico house building trips, and as the organizer and scoutmaster of Elim’s Boy Scout Troop 9.  Under 

John’s leadership, Troop 9 has grown since 2009 from 9 to over 35 registered scouts and has produced 

five Eagle Scouts, Scouting’s highest rank.  In 2013 and 2014, Troop 9 put on Emergency Preparation 

Fairs for the entire Petaluma community, involving the Petaluma City Council, Police and Fire 

Departments; US Department of Homeland Security; US Federal Emergency Management Agency; 

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office; Red Cross; local Veterans of Foreign Wars; Salvation Army; and the US 

Coast Guard. 

Duncan Flett and the other assistant scoutmasters of Troop 9 nominated John for this award with the 

endorsement of the Leadership Team.  John was presented with his award certificate, pin, and medal at 

the Troop 9 Court of Honor held in Elim’s sanctuary on October 14 with representatives of the 

congregation in attendance. 

Please join the scouts and leaders of Troop 9 and all the members of Elim in recognizing John for his 

years of servant-leadership within our congregation and community! 

HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE WORKSHOP 
Saturday, November 8, 10am-12pm, Cross and Crown Lutheran (5475 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park) 

A Health Care Directive provides directions to health care professionals when an individual may not be 

able to express them.  Do you have a health care directive?  Do you have questions about end of life care?  

Plan to attend this workshop led by Pat Anderson, R.N that will cover who should have a health care 

directive, how to start a conversation with family, understanding the terms used in end-of-life care, and 

forms that can be used to communicate your wishes.  Following the presentation there will be an 

opportunity for discussion and personal consultation.  Light refreshments will be available.  This 

workshop is sponsored by the Cross and Crown Health Ministries Team and is open to all. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

GEARING UP FOR GODLY PLAY  

The children have been busy in Godly Play since September 14!  We are so excited to have so many new 

children in the class.  So far, the children have been introduced to the Circle of the Church Year, the 

Creation story, the Flood and the Ark, and the Ten Best Ways (10 Commandments). They have also 

revisited the Holy Family story, the Great Family (Abraham), and the Exodus story. And there is so 

much more to come!  In November, we will look at the Exile and Return, the Books of the Bible, Jonah, 

and the Great Family. 

Each week on our blog, I post a summary of the week's story, a YouTube video presentation of the story, 

and some wondering questions to try at home.  

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog 

We are still looking for low bookshelves for the classroom and a few other items: 

 Scotch tape 

 11x17 white copy paper and colored 

construction paper 

 Watercolor paper 

 A small prism 

 A small wooden dove or other bird figurine 

(approximately 2-3 inches long) 

 A small wooden rainbow (approx. 5-6 inches 

long) 

 A Japanese brush painting board (Sumi-E) 

 A miniature Zen sand garden

Please see our Giving Tree for more ideas! 

Contact Amy Malaise with any Godly Play questions. 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 

Congratulations! 
Six of our Confirmation students affirmed their baptismal promises on October 26:  

Violet Rebecca Rose Deardorff    Michael Tristan Flett    Natalie Jo Micco 

Abbey Diane Reuter    Kira Raquel Svinth    Maxwell Keith Wagner 

But our program continues for all 5th through 8th graders: 

 Sunday, November 2, 9:40am, Room 10:  Confirmation I (5th and 6th grade) with Mr. P (optional 

attendance for 7th and 8th grades) 

 Wednesday, November 5, 6:30pm, Room 10:  Confirmation II (7th and 8th grades) with Pastor Bill 

 Sunday, November 9, 9:40am, Room 10:  Confirmation II with Miss Diane - Service Project Sunday 

 Sunday, November 16, 9:40am, Room 10:  Confirmation I with Mr. P (optional attendance for 7th 

and 8th grades) 

 Wednesday, November 19, 6pm, Room 10:  Confirmation II with High School Group 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  

There's no youth group without Y-O-U !  The high school youth group offers opportunities to grow in 

faith, service in the community, and build friendships.  All 9th through 12th graders are welcome.   

 Monthly youth meetings:  The next youth group meeting is Wednesday, November 19, 6-8pm in 

Room 10.  This meeting is open to students in the Confirmation II program as well as all 9th – 12th 

grade youth.  Join us for food, fun, and fellowship.   

 Weekly youth leadership development:  Help plan the youth group's activities and build your 

leadership skills.  We meet Sundays at 9:40am in the church office. 

A SINFUL ADULT FORUM 

Come to the Choir Room at 9:40am on Sunday mornings for a sinfully good time.  We are reading 

William Willimon’s book Sinning Like a Christian:  A New Look at the 7 Deadly Sins.   

Note that the November 2 Adult Forum will be a Question & Answer session with the Leadership Team 

about the November 9 congregational meeting. 

EXPLORING THE STORY FOR ADULTS 

Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the week’s Bible readings.   

MUSIC MINISTRY 

JOIN CHERUB CHOIR! 

Three-year olds through 1st graders (and their friends!) are invited to make a joyful 

noise with Miss Vicki on Thursday evenings.  Rehearsals will take place at 6:30-

7pm in the side room of the Fellowship Hall. 

The Cherubs will also share their vocal talents with the congregation at the 

10:30am services on November 2 and December 7.  

Questions?  Contact Vicki Olivas Navarro. 

FESTIVAL CHOIR SEASON BEGINNING SOON 
Rehearsals 7-9pm in the Choir Room:  October 30; November 6, 13, 19 (Wednesday); December 4, 11; 

dress rehearsal December 13 

Come one, come all!  Lift your voices in song to worship and praise during this very special Sunday in 

Advent.  The Elim Festival Choir is preparing to sing anthems for both services on December 14.  We 

will have rehearsals on Thursday nights (except November 20, 27) in the Choir Room from 7-9pm and a 

dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 13. 

Festival Choir welcomes everyone (Elim members or not) to join us in song.  Singing in worship is a 

wonderful form of prayer!  This is a great opportunity to be part of one of our choirs that calls for a short 

time of commitment.  I am so energized and excited to see everyone at our first rehearsal!  - Laila 
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Sign Up: 

elimpetaluma.org 

 

Wanted:  VOCAL 2ND – 6TH GRADERS! 

A new choir for students in 2nd through 6th grades has begun but new participants (and friends) are 

encouraged to join!  Rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 6:30pm in Room 1.  The choir is planning to 

perform at the 5:30pm service on Christmas Eve and may even sing at the Christmas pageant.  Contact 

Cathe Kiler for more information. 

STEWARDS’ POST 
Does this sound familiar? 

“The offering plate is headed my way and I forgot my checkbook.”  Or . . . 

“Oh dear, rain make-up day for Little League falls on a Sunday.”  Or . . . 

“I’m out of town; I’ll double up next week.” 

I was speaking with an Elim member and we had those similar 

experiences stated above.  Always the best intentions, but giving 

commitments somehow never added up.  By the time the year-end 

statement came around the “missed giving” column was much 

higher than expected.  I felt guilty, but a wise person once told 

me that guilt is what I might feel when I did not live up to my 

own personal best intentions.  I needed support in fulfilling my 

commitments to Elim.  Fear not!  Help was on the way.   

“Simply Giving” came to the rescue.  Our family set up an account and our 

giving commitments came out each month without any worry.  The offering goes 

directly to Elim even when we miss a Sunday.  This gives us peace of mind and it is so convenient.  We 

are all stewards of God, our church members, family, friends, and community.  This is one ”simple” way 

of being a steward of the church.  So, if you find yourself in the same place, think about signing up for 

Simply Giving. 

-Submitted by a member of Elim’s Stewardship Team. 

OFFERING FACTS AND TIPS 

There are many ways to make contributions to help support the 

ministries of Elim.  One is by using a packet of weekly offering 

envelopes.  If you would like to be on the mailing list to get a 

bimonthly packet, just send an email to doris@elimpetaluma.org or call the church office (762-4081.)  

Many people find that this is an easy way to designate their offerings to the church and they like to have 

something to put in the offering plate every week. 

Did you know? 
About one-third of our giving is now coming in by electronic giving.  Even if you give electronically, 

though, you can still put something in the offering plate.  In the Welcome Area we have blue cards that 

say “I Give to Elim Electronically” that you can pick up on your way into church. 
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Electronic giving is a great way to automate your regular weekly offering.  It is easy to sign up and make 

changes using the “Donate Now” button on our website.  You can use either a debit or credit card, or 

direct debit giving from a checking or savings account.  You can make a one-time donation or how about 

setting up automatic giving-- monthly, bimonthly or weekly? 

Just go to elimpetaluma.org and find the “Donate Now” button. 

Another way to give is through your bank's Billpay service.  Look for our church on the bank’s list of 

vendors (Elim Lutheran Church, 504 Baker St., Petaluma 94952, 707-762-4081.) 

OUTREACH 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:  LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The November recipient will be Lutheran 

Social Services.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the 

back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute. 

 Did you know that LSS’ earliest roots in Northern California began with 

congregations coming together in 1883 to care for widows and orphans in the 

community?  This care for vulnerable people expanded in later years to include 

homes for the aging and infirm.  Today, Lutheran Social Services of Northern 

Californa is part of Lutheran Services in America (LSA), a network of nearly 300 

Lutheran social ministry organizations in the United States constituting one of the 

nation’s largest non-profit care systems.  In Northern California we serve more 

than 3,000 people every day. 

At LSS we work with people who have spent their whole life in chaos.  From childhood homes filled 

with poverty and abuse to adult lifestyles that continue the patterns of chaos to the next generation, 

many of our clients struggle just to find a safe space to begin to share their stories – to lay down their 

burdens.  The people we serve include families with young children, young people – teenagers who have 

been homeless, adults with mental and physical disabilities and frail seniors who have been homeless 

and are coping with a myriad of health problems complicated by the aging process. 

We rejoice when we are able to succeed with our former foster youth.  These young people have often 

been victims of neglect and abuse, and have been failed by the very system that was designed to protect 

them.  After these youth come into our program, they begin to have hope and to create a plan for a 

brighter future for themselves.  Andrea is one such individual.  She was living in a group home that was 

destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  Andrea found her way to California and was referred to LSS from the 

homeless shelter were she was staying.  LSS found an apartment for her, and Andrea enrolled in 

Sacramento State College. 

She is so determined to get her degree and get on with her life that she enrolled in a full course load for 

the summer semester.  On the first day of school she discovered that the bus that connects her to the 

main bus line to school was not going to run for the rest of the summer.  Andrea started getting up each 

morning at 4am so she could walk the six miles to catch the bus to school.  When LSS staff discovered 
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that Andrea was doing this, they purchased a bicycle, helmet, and bike lock so that she could ride her 

bike to catch the bus.  At the end of the semester, Andrea had a perfect attendance record and straight 

A’s!  She is truly a remarkable young woman.  

The work of LSS is often daunting, but it is just as often filled with moments of grace and joy.  At LSS, 

we are your hands and hearts in these moments of ministry to and with vulnerable people.  Your 

support makes these programs and services possible and allows us to go the extra mile for youth like 

Andrea. 

Thank you! 

Carol Roberts, CEO 

www.lssnorcal.org 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, November 4, at Lucchesi Park and will cover 

the Westside Pantry on Thursday, November 20, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a 

little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and 

headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school 

student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be 

included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

WARM THANKSGIVING GIFTS 
Deadline for donations:  Sunday, November 16 

Help bundle items:  Sunday, November 23, 9:30am, Fellowship Hall 

Help distribute gifts:  11am Thanksgiving Day 

Give the gift of warmth this winter!  Each year, generous Elim members have provided adults who have 

their Thanksgiving meal at the Mary Isaak Center with something extra - at least three items to assist 

with the cold, wet winter weather ahead. 

Please help us continue this tradition by contributing donations of hats, scarves, gloves or mittens, socks, 

umbrellas, and rain ponchos.  We mostly need adult sizes, especially men's socks and gloves and also 

accept monetary donations. 

Please add your new items to the box in the Welcome Area.  We could also use your help to bundle the 

items with gift tags and distribute the gifts (see dates above).   

ART & CRAFT BAZAAR . . . AND MORE! 

We want to thank everyone who contributed to the Bazaar, be it one item or 300 jars of canned goods. 

We made new friends and hung out with old ones and had such a grand time together. 

This ministry brings every age together, to learn and laugh and share stories and talents.  I would be 

remiss if I didn't also thank the men; boy, are they awesome!  Building things, painting, lifting . . . both I 

and my back thank them from the bottom of my heart.  

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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Our success was inevitable because of the Elim community.  All our efforts earned around $7,000!  One-

half of our earnings will be donated to worthwhile charities during the Christmas season and the 

remainder will be saved for needs right here at Elim. 

As usual with our Bazaars, there are plenty of great handcrafted items remaining.  Rather than storing 

them for the next Bazaar in 2016, we are taking the show on the road.  Our best items will be for sale at 

two upcoming craft fairs:   

 Hillside Church’s Holiday Craft Boutique:  Friday, November 21 (5-9pm) and Saturday, 

November 22 (9am-3pm); located at 2689 Adobe Road 

 Springfield Place Retirement Community:  Saturday, December  6; located at 101 Ely Boulevard 

-Diane Deardorff 

JESUS STOCKING 

An Elim tradition, the Jesus Stocking, returns again this year.  Take the stress out of 

the holiday season (and reducing the amount of stuff we accumulate) by giving a 

gift to Jesus by supporting those with real needs.  We have an extensive list of 

ministries to choose from – Petaluma nonprofits, ELCA services, Tanzanian projects, 

and various Elim programs.  Make a donation and take one of the red gift cards to 

notify that special person that their gift is making a real difference.  Beginning later 

this month, the bulletin board by the kitchen will be decked out with instructions 

and forms.  

WORLD STORE 
Sundays in Advent, 9:30am - 12pm 

Elim's World Store will be stocked with a variety of fairly-traded gifts made by artisans from around the 

world.  Your purchase helps break the cycle of poverty for those families and our profits are used to 

support various ministries of Elim.  Stop by the store in the Fellowship 

Hall beginning November 30 to shop with a purpose! 

Pre-Season Sale!  Help make room for new Christmas items by shopping 

the pre-season sale.  The World Store will be open in the Fellowship Hall 

on November 9 and 16, 9:30-10:30am, to sell off existing inventory at a 

25% discount. 

FAMILY IN NEED 

Robin Merrill is requesting donations of gently used clothing for woman who recently gained custody of 

a niece and nephew.  Shoes and clothing needed for a 1-year old girl and boys ages 7, 13, and 16.  Please 

talk to Robin about how you can help. 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
Sunday, November 9, 2014 at 12:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

Pre-meeting Q&A during Adult Forum (9:40-10:25am) on Sunday, November 2 

If you haven’t already, please mark your calendars now so that you are able to attend 

a special Congregation Meeting on November 9 at noon.  The Leadership Team 

expects that by the time you are reading this, you will have received a formal 

notice of the meeting along with the finalized agenda.  We expect there to be 

several important decisions on the agenda of the meeting. 

Most importantly, in order to begin the process of calling a new pastor, the 

congregation must elect a Call Committee.  This is the primary purpose for 

holding this Congregation Meeting. 

It’s very important that as many voting members as possible attend this meeting.  The call process 

cannot begin until the Call Committee is elected, which will require the usual quorum of 50 voting 

members present. 

In addition to electing the Call Committee, a number of other items of important business will be on the 

agenda.  The Leadership Team has already referred proposed amendments to the constitution and 

bylaws to the congregation (see related article in this issue) and we anticipate additional resolutions 

being placed on the agenda as well. 

The Congregation Meeting will be preceded by a potluck lunch starting at 11:30.  We anticipate that the 

meeting will take 1-2 hours. 

In addition, the Leadership Team will host a Q&A session about the meeting agenda during the Adult 

Forum (9:40-10:25am) on Sunday, November 2 (the week before the meeting). 

We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ELIM’S CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

At the special Congregation Meeting scheduled for November 9 (see related article in this issue), the 

congregation will be considering the recommendation of the Leadership Team to make specific 

amendments to the Elim constitution and bylaws. If you did not receive written notice in the mail or 

have misplaced it, you can download the notice from our website at elimpetaluma.org/transition-page-

2.html where you can also find a more-detailed discussion about the amendments and the reasons the 

Leadership Team is recommending them at this time. 

Changing the process for amending Elim’s Constitution 

The ELCA requires its congregations to adopt certain uniform provisions within their constitutions. 

These provisions are contained within a document called the Model Constitution for Congregations of the 

ELCA.  When Elim’s constitution was adopted in 2000, Elim conformed its constitution to the Model 

Constitution.  However, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly has amended the Model Constitution seven 
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times since Elim’s constitution was adopted, and Elim has not amended its constitution since 2000.  

Thus, Elim’s constitution is now somewhat different from the current ELCA standard. 

The Leadership Team believes that Elim’s constitution should be brought up-to-date with respect to the 

Model Constitution.  Elim would benefit from the clarifications and additional options provided in the 

current version, and we also believe it would be helpful for a new pastor to arrive to find that the 

congregation’s governing documents are aligned with current ELCA standards. 

The first step in this process will be to adopt the 2013 language of the Model Constitution with regards to 

the process of amending the constitution.  If approved by the congregation at the Congregation Meeting 

on November 9, the amendment will go the synod for review and approval, and will go into effect when 

approved by the synod, which can take up to 120 days. 

After that, Elim will be able to adopt any other language from the current Model Constitution as part of 

its own constitution with a simple majority vote at a Congregation Meeting, and to put the changes into 

effect immediately without a review by the synod. 

This appears to be the least laborious and fastest method available to us for bringing Elim’s constitution 

into alignment with the Model Constitution.  Thus, the Leadership Team has recommended that the 

congregation take this first step on November 9. 

Updating the bylaws related to the Nominating Committee 

Under Elim’s constitution, the Nominating Committee must be elected at each annual meeting for a term 

of one year, and members of the Nominating Committee are not eligible for consecutive election. 

Elim’s bylaws include additional rules related to the Nominating Committee, including requirements 

regarding the composition of the committee (including two outgoing members of the Leadership Team, 

if possible; including members from each of Elim’s services) and the requirement that nominations for 

the Nominating Committee be made exclusively from the floor of the Congregation Meeting. 

The Leadership Team is responsible for ensuring that the bylaws of the congregation are followed, and 

we have concluded that in practice, it is not possible to honor both the composition requirements and the 

restriction to nominations from the floor.  It has proven essentially impossible for the congregation, 

during a Congregation Meeting and under the pressure of time, to put together a set of nominees that 

meets the compositional requirements in the bylaws.  In fact, those requirements are rarely even 

mentioned during the floor nominations. 

The Nominating Committee provides a key role in identifying and recruiting leadership for our 

congregation.  In the past we have benefitted from the incredible depth of knowledge of the skills and 

interests of the members of the congregation that Pastor Tim carried around in his head.  We do not have 

access to Tim’s experience now, and neither an interim pastor nor a new pastor will have that same 

advantage.  Thus, the Leadership Team believes that we as a congregation need to be more deliberate in 

selecting nominees for the Nominating Committee than we have been in the past. 

Therefore, the Leadership Team is proposing that the bylaws be amended to require the same kind of 

nomination process for members of the Nominating Committee as for any other congregational office or 

committee.  If the congregation adopts the proposed amendments on November 9, the Nominating 

Committee will be responsible for preparing nominations for their own successors.  Members of the 
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Leadership Team Meetings are open 
to the congregation except for 

Executive Meetings.  The full minutes 
are posted in Fellowship Hall or are 

available at the church office. 

Nominating Committee are not eligible for re-election, and members will remain free to nominate 

additional candidates from the floor during the election.  This change, however, will allow the 

Nominating Committee to dedicate the same level of prayerful discernment and careful consideration to 

identifying nominees for the Nominating Committee as it does for all the other congregational offices, 

and will also ensure that the congregation receives advance notice of the nominations. 

In addition, the proposed changes would charge the Nominating Committee with nominating Elim’s 

representatives to the Synod Assembly and would set the Nominating Committee’s term of office to June 

1 through May 31 to match the other congregational offices. 

We thank you for your consideration of these proposals and resolutions. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING SUMMARIES  

September 10, 2014 

The meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime at 7:10pm with 

Sue Kinsman recording. 

Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Ben Barnes, Vice President; 

Sue Kinsman, Secretary; Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Pr. Bill 

Wessner; Audrey Norman; Peter Labberton; and Phil Sorensen. 

Devotions were led by Peter Labberton who shared his faith journey, with references from the Gospel of 

John. 

The agenda was adopted. 

The minutes for the LT meeting of August 13, 2014, were approved. 

The Personnel Committee Policy was amended to make the responsibilities more clear.  For a full 

description of the amendment, please read the full minutes posted in Fellowship Hall. 

Judy Peterson from the Petaluma Day Labor Initiative gave a presentation and requested Elim's 

participation in the project.  There is  a day laborer restricted fund in the budget.  The LT determined that 

Elim could participate in this project as part of our outreach ministry.  Therefore, Kevin will contact the 

donor to see if the fund could be used as a donation to the Initiative.  A motion was made and carried. 

Treasurer's Report - Chuck Wolf 

Chuck reported that giving in August was above budget and that year-to-date was close to budget.  See 

full report posted in Fellowship Hall. 

The LT discussed the upcoming congregational workshop to review Elim's Mission and Vision 

statements.  The workshop will be held on September 21 from 9:40 - 10:25am. 

Nominating Committee 

Two members of the existing Nominating Committee were unable to assist in the current process for 

identifying candidates for the Call Committee.  A motion was made and carried to adopt a resolution 

granting Diane Day and Tom Cole a leave of absence from September 10 - October 31, 2014.  Also to 

appoint Mike Andrus and Athena Labberton to the Nominating Committee in their absence.  
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Attendance Stats 

 
Oct. 5 Oct. 12 Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Average weekly 

attendance 8:30am 70 58 53 43 

10:30am 83 94 95 115 Oct. 2014 152 

Week total 153 152 145 158 Oct. 2013 193 

Financial Stats 

REGULAR GIVING 
This Fiscal 

Year 
Budget Variance 

  Month of September $20,099  $26,000  ($5,901) 

  Year-to-date $85,690  $92,000  ($6,310) 

   

Pastor Bill distributed information form the Synod regarding Selecting the Call Committee and the Call 

Process.  This will be passed on to the Nominating Committee to assist in their selection. 

The LT will recommend to the congregation that the Call Committee should be seven members and the 

Nominating Committee should make every effort to report a slate of candidates or an interim report for 

the next LT meeting in October. 

Kevin presented a proposed amendment to the bylaws to eliminate some anomalies in the way the 

bylaws handle the Nominating Committee.  The motion was carried.  Please refer to the full minutes, 

posted in Fellowship Hall.   

Eglah Buvama Memorials 

A motion was made by Kevin to release funds received in memoriam for Eglah Buvama of the New Life 

Band ($4,686.05 so far) to the New Life Band with instructions to provide for the care of Eglah's widow 

and children.  Motion was carried. 

Special Synod Assembly 

The Synod has called a special assembly for October 11, 2014, to address the failure of the regular 

Assembly in May to pass a budget.  Elim is entitled to send three lay delegates.  Of the three members 

representing Elim in May, only Ed Sellai is available to attend.  The first replacement must be female, the 

other, either.  Audrey Norman indicated she would be interested.  Pastor Bill will recruit another 

delegate. 

Facilities Team – Ben Barnes 

Ben Barnes forwarded a report from the Facilities Improvement Team regarding the need to perform a 

water test of the back wall of the sanctuary to identify the location of observed leakage.  The committee 

has one quote but is finding it difficult to obtain the normal three quotes.  The LT requested that the 

committee find at least a second quote and Kevin will sign the contract for the one recommended.  The 

LT noted that the funds for the project are within the maintenance budget. 

Leadership Team Quorum 

The LT is pursuing an 

amendment to the 

constitution to change the 

quorum requirement from 

seven (when we had two 

pastors) to a majority. 

Pastor Bill led the team in 

prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:25pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Kinsman, Secretary 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

READINGS 

On the Sundays through May we will utilize the Narrative Lectionary to follow the sweep of the biblical 

story, from Creation through the early Christian church.  The texts show the breadth and variety of 

voices within Scripture.  They invite people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 

prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  Listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching 

and the life of faith. 

 
 

November 2:  Solomon's Wisdom 
1 Kings 3:4-28 ‒ Solomon prays for wisdom; two women and a child 

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 6:9-10  Pray in this way, “Our Father, hallowed be 

your name, your kingdom come, your will be done” 

 
 

November 9:  Micah   
Micah 5:2-4; 6:6-8 ‒ God promises a ruler from Bethlehem; desires justice, kindness, 

walking humbly with God 

Accompanying reading:  Matt 9:13 God wants mercy, not sacrifice 

 

November 16:  Swords into Plowshares 
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; then 2:1-4 ‒ Assyria threatens Jerusalem and King 

Hezekiah despairs. Isaiah says the city will be saved. Promise that Jerusalem will be 

a center for teaching and nations will beat swords into plowshares.  

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 5:14  light of the world, city on a hill 

 

 

November 23:  Jeremiah's Temple Sermon 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 ‒ Prophetic call as warning; temple as den of robbers 

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 21:12-13  Jesus cleanses the temple, which has 

become a den of robbers 

 

 

November 30:  Faith as a Way of Life (First Sunday of Advent) 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:2-4; 3:17-19 ‒ The prophet, grieved by injustice/suffering, watches 

for God’s reply. Faith is a way of life, not an answer.  

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 26:36-38  In Gethsemane Jesus is grieved and asks 

disciples to watch with him 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

November 2:  Cortino / November 9:  Patterson / November 16:  open / November 23:  Geney 

(sanctuary: Kehr) / November 30:  open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s 

mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the 

community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Hadley Deardorff 9 John Carter 18 Patrick Rabbitt 26 Roger Davis 

 

Shannon Kehr 

 

Casey Jones 19 Jane Crosby 

 

Jacob Earley 

2 Skip Sommer 10 Gwyneth O'Connor 20 Ellen Flanagan 

 

Sabina Morgenlaender 

3 Kurt Romstad 

 

Meredith Palmer 

 

David Tieken 27 Carolyn Tennyson 

5 Betsy Hall 11 Hayden Klemenok 21 Anthony Chlebowski 28 Ron Svinth 

 

Teresa Skanderson 12 Jaime Sipich 

 

Nancy Clarke 29 Jill Eskes 

6 Gina Bechtel 13 Joy Carlson 

 

Morgan DeJong 

 

Lisa Hilbert 

 

Ben Becker 

 

Jean Elliott 22 Nancy Cameron 

 

Marilyn Lee 

 

Renate Bohn 

 

Becky Garibaldi 

 

Theresa Castro 

 

Ryan Rau 

7 Jim Eaton 

 

Eli Reinhard 23 Kristy Oakes 30 Walt Griffith 

 

Tanya Morgenlaender 15 Ken Clark 24 Fran Bengtsson 

 

Michelle Klemenok 

 

Amy Van Renselaar 

 

Brigitte Winterboer 

 

Lana Reuter 

 

Diane Nockleby 

8 Walt Kehr 17 Shirley Bunce 25 Chris Ramstad 

 

Kyle Wiegmann 

 

Luke Svinth 

      

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sue Whitney, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/elimlutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elimpetaluma  

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church               Come and See November 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
10am Women's 
Thankoffering Brunch 
(Fellowship Hall) 

2  All Saints’ Sunday  
Daylight Saving Time ends 

Mexico Alumni Sunday 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 

2pm Marilyn Lee Students’ 
Piano Recital 

 

3  
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

4 Election Day 
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park) 

5pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

5  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 

6:30pm Confirmation II 
(Room 10) 

6  
2pm Finance Team 
Meeting (office) 

 

7  8 
8am Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast (kitchen) 

9  
9:40am Confirmation II: 
Service (Room 10) 

11:30am Pre-Meeting 
Potluck 

12pm Congregational 
Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

 

10  
7pm Endowment 
Committee (office) 

11 Veteran’s Day 
Office & Preschool closed 

12pm Esther Circle 
(Tasselmyer) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

12  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 

7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

13  
12pm Grace Friendship 
Circle (back of church) 

6:30pm One-Hour 
Women's Group (Fireside) 

7pm New Member class 
(side room of F.H.) 

 

14  15 Source Deadline 

10am Healing Prayer 
sessions (office) 

16  
9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Trip Info Meeting 
(Choir Room) 

11:45am New Member 
class (Fellowship Hall) 

17  
7pm Elizabeth Circle 
(Wyrick) 

7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

18  
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

19  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6pm High School Youth 
Group & Conf. II (Rm 10) 

20  
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

 

21 
6pm Danish Sisterhood 
Potluck (Fellowship Hall) 

22 
4pm Scott/Loustanau 
Students' Piano Recital 

23  
9:30am Warm Things 
Bundling (Fellowship Hall) 

24  
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

25  
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

26  
7pm Thanksgiving Service 
& Pie Potluck 

27  

11am Warm Things 
delivery at Mary Isaak 
Center 

28  29  

30 1st Sunday in Advent 
9:30-12 World Store open 
No Godly Play or 
ELIMentary Camp class 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am and 10:30am Worship  8:20-11:50am 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation  Nursery open 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 9:40-10:25AM 

Godly Play (Room 6): 3yrs-1st gr. 

ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2-4 grades   Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Cherub Choir Thursdays, 6:30-7pm, side room of Fellowship Hall Festival Choir Nov. 6, 13, 19; 7-9pm, Choir Room 

2nd-6th Grade Choir Thursdays, 6:30-7pm, Room 1   Waves of Grace Thursdays, 7-9pm, Sanctuary 
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