
Lent is a time for growth. 
Just as the days grow longer during the 

season of Lent, we invite you to take this 

opportunity to grow in your faith and your 

relationships at Elim. 
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WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT 
SUPPERS AT 6PM | SERVICE AT 7PM 
Join us for simple free-will offering soup suppers 

at 6pm.  Then attend our midweek services at 

7pm where we will encounter scriptures, 

Luther’s Catechism, and prayer as we grow into 

these longer days – 30% less somber. 

• March 4:  Baptism (supper hosts: Esther 

Circle) 

• March 11:  Apostles’ Creed (supper hosts: 

High School Youth Group) 

• March 18:  Holy Communion (supper hosts: 

Wyrick / Hennagin) 

• March 25:  Lord’s Prayer (supper hosts: New 

Orleans Service Team) 

Offering collected at Lenten services will be 

given to the Elim Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION II (GRADES 7-8) 
Our Confirmation students are encouraged to 

come for dinner and class at 6pm. There will be a 

separate table set aside for confirmation students 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Stay for worship at 7pm. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH  
Please join us at the High School Youth table 

during the Lenten Soup Supper at 6:30pm, go to 

the service, and then meet in Room 10 after the 

service for a half hour for activities and games. 

HEALING PRAYER 
The Healing Prayer Ministry Team will be 

offering healing prayers at the end of Sunday 

and Wednesday services through March.  They 

will be near the front of the church to pray with 

you and, if you wish, applied with Blessed 

healing ointment.  The Team members are Ben 

and Sue Barnes, Sue Kinsman, Amy York, and 

Cynthia Griffith.

THE SOURCE 
  A Monthly Newsletter of Elim Lutheran Church 

EASTER SERVICES 
Sunday, April 5        8am, 9:30am, 11am 
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Elim News Blog  

The News Blog on Elim’s website is where 
we post the latest information on events 

and news.  Be the first to know these 
important tidbits and stay on top of things 

by signing up for the email.  Just enter 
your email address on the blog page 

(www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog) and 
you’ll receive an email in the evening if 

there were new posts that day. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

EASTER EGG HUNT 
March 29, 9:40am 

Dust off the Easter baskets and get your running shoes on!  Please join us 

March 29 at 9:40am in the Fellowship Hall and walk over to the lawn as a 

group for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  

We are also looking for candy and plastic egg donations.  Please bring items 

to the bin located in the church office or in the Welcome Area between 

February 22 and March 22.  If you are interested in being a helpful bunny 

and would like to join in filling the eggs on March 25 and/or 26, please 

contact Kristy Oakes. 

WORLD STORE EASTER GIFTS 
March 8, 15, 22, 29; 9:30-10:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Find some great Easter basket items that also make a difference in the world!  Our World Store will sell 

fair trade products in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays through Palm Sunday.  Proceeds from the World 

Store support various Elim ministries.  

JOIN THE ELIM FAMILY 

At Elim, membership has benefits, like the opportunity to 

vote on our next pastor.  Whether you are new to our 

congregation or have been attending for decades and never 

got around to officially joining Elim, now is your chance to 

become an Elimite.  New members will be welcomed into the 

congregation on Sunday, March 22.  If you want to be 

included, please contact the office or indicate your interest on 

the “Caring Sheet” in the pews. 

WHAT QUALITIES DO YOU WANT IN OUR NEXT PASTOR? 
Submit your suggestions by March 15 

The Call Committee has been working on the Call Profile and they want your help!  They would like to 

get a better idea of what the congregation is looking for in our new Pastor.  You should have received a 

questionnaire in the mail; if not, it is also posted on our website.  Please take a moment to review and 

complete the questionnaire.  Think of the questions as a conversation starter or a wish list.  Think about 

qualities you have admired in other pastors that you would like in our new pastor to lead us into the 

future.  The call committee seeks input from as many of you as possible!  Questionnaires should be 

completed by March 15.  You may also speak with members of the Call Committee on Sundays in the 

side room of the Fellowship Hall, 9:30-10:30am, through March 15. 

Dan Widger (Chair), Ian Labberton, Len Svinth, Bob Kinsman, Renate Bohn, Carol Chavez, Jeanette Genovese 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog
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NEW STAFF 

We are pleased to announce that Elim's own Sarah Labberton has joined our staff as our new high 

school youth leader. Sarah is a committed, long-term member of Elim with a passion for our youth 

program.  She will be responsible for organizing our ongoing high school youth group and the trip to the 

ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit in July.  

Many thanks to Sheldon Gen and Carol Chavez who have faithfully served the youth 

group as adult volunteers for more than a year during several transitions, as well as to 

Koko Jackson, Ryan Chavez, and Max Bechtel for their hard work interviewing all five 

candidates for this position.  Please keep Sarah and our high school age members in 

your prayers as they make their plans for the months to come! 

Other Elim members are also giving our office a boost.  Barb Villa recently started 

working part-time in the office and Joe Zusin has been busy getting our technology 

up to speed.  We are very happy to have you two on our team! 

ELIM SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

We are sitting at the edge of Spring and thoughts of graduations.  With that, the Elim Scholarship 

Committee starts to gather speed as we gear up to award scholarships to qualifying members who are 

pursuing post-secondary education.  These scholarships come from the Elim Scholarship Fund which is 

funded through the generous contributions of the Elim family.  The Scholarship Committee would like 

to encourage everyone to consider the Scholarship Fund as a ministry worth supporting. 

Those who are interested in contributing to this continuing scholarship fund are invited to make 

donations ‐ make checks payable to “Elim” and put in offering basket or send to the church office.  The 

offering collected during Wednesday Lenten services are also designated for the Scholarship Fund.  Or 

you may find electronic giving an easier way to make contributions to the Scholarship Fund; visit 

www.elimpetaluma.org, click on the donation button and then scroll down to the Scholarship Fund.  

You can either use an existing Simply Giving account by signing in, or pay by credit card or electronic 

transfer from your bank account.  You can even set up monthly gifts to this fund as well as other funds. 

Call the church office if you need any assistance. 

Thank you for your continuing contribution to the future of our congregation. 

-Elim Scholarship Committee 

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION 2015 
An excited crew of 26 youth and adults are preparing for the annual Mexico House Building Mission 

Trip happening on March 23-28, 2015.  The team is working hard to raise much needed funds to use 

towards transportation, meals, shelter, and the supplies needed to build a house to transform the life of a 

family.  There are a number of ways you can support the team and a family’s dream: 

Sponsorship forms are found on the Mexico bulletin board. 

The annual Taco Brunch will take place on Sunday, March 1, 9am -12:30pm.  Enjoy breakfast burritos, 

tacos, tostadas; beans and chips for $5, $20 for families.  To-go options available.  Tickets can be 

purchased at the door. 
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Kerney Cabin Raffle:  Newt and Julie Kerney are offering a 4 day/3 night stay in their cabin near Mt. 

Lassen National Park!  Raffle tickets are just $5 each / $20 for 5 tickets and will be available wherever 

Taco Brunch tickets are sold.  Additional raffle items from Petaluma restaurants have also been collected.  

The drawing will be held at the conclusion of the taco brunch. 

WORKSHOPS WITH THRIVENT FINANCIAL 

Thrivent Financial is a financial services 

organization that helps Christians be wise with 

money and live generously.  They offer a broad 

range of products and services – including life 

insurance, annuities and mutual funds – along with 

guidance from financial representatives nationwide.  Membership has its benefits and you can take 

advantage of these membership benefits, financial tools and resources by becoming: 

 A benefit member through the purchase of an insurance or annuity product; or 

 An associate member through an annual membership fee of $19.95 

Member or not, please plan to attend upcoming workshops with our local Thrivent financial advisors, 

Yvonne Madson and Marla Vickrey, to learn more about Thrivent and get insight into important 

financial decisions.  Workshops will be held at 11:45am in the Choir Room and are open to all. 

 March 15:  “Social Security: Strategize to Maximize”  Social Security: will it or won't it be 

around when you retire? Opinions vary on that question, but most would agree it's a program 

they want to understand. Attend this workshop and learn the basics of Social Security and 

determine the best way to optimize the benefits. See how potential Social Security benefits fit in 

your overall retirement income picture. 

 April 19:  “Your Legacy:  Family, Church, and Charity”  Your legacy – it is about traditions, 

heirlooms, family values and more. If there are people or causes you care about, we can help you 

uncover ways to enrich their futures.  

WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Most Sundays at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Prayer shawls are given to people experiencing hardships so that they may know that they are embraced 

by God and Elim during these difficult times.  Anyone currently working on knitting/crocheting a shawl 

or would like to do so is invited to join others in the Fellowship Hall between services to stitch & chit-

chat.  We have plenty of yarn to go around and are willing to teach anyone who wants to learn. 

Circles 
Are you interested in going to a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact the Circle 

Chair and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when they each 

meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Anita Kelly, chair) meets on the 2nd Thursday (March 12) of each month at 12pm 

in the back of the sanctuary.  Karen Johnson will lead the Bible study this month.   
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 Elizabeth (Susan Rodkin, chair) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month; next meeting will be 

on March 16, 7pm, at Suzy Sellai’s home.  

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus, chair) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon; next meeting will be 

on March 10 at Liz Ravenscroft’s home.  Esther Circle will also host the Wednesday soup supper on 

March 4. 

Crafting Ministry 
The calendar is telling us spring is around the corner. Celebrate the season with us and add a little 

beauty to our world. 

Last month we crafted some wonderful Valentine’s cards for the seniors of Petaluma.  They were 

distributed by Petaluma People Services Center with a wonderful meal.  Thanks to everyone who came 

to help at our Crafters’ Happy Hour and also those who crafted at home for this generous project.  Last 

year over 3,000 cards were collected and no doubt many more this year.  Thanks for everyone’s time, 

energy, and talent.  A special thanks to Amy York who taught us how to emboss!!!  It was so cool, well 

hot actually! 

At the February 27 Crafters’ Happy Hours (6-8pm) 

we will teach some hand sewing crafts.  We have 

cross-stitch and embroidery kits that are both an 

easy and fun project for a spring day.  If this is 

your talent, come and share your knowledge; if 

you want to learn, we can’t wait to teach you.  The 

next generation needs the skills to turn out Elim’s 

Tea towels, so bring your kids along.  Also in the mix will be 

some paper crafting of fabulous flowers.  Create a single stem or a whole bouquet.  These are great for 

Easter décor or a sweet gift for Mom.  All ages are welcome and bring a snack to share.  Future Crafters’ 

Happy Hours will be held on March 27 and April 24. 

During our last meeting the group of ladies attending discussed how to support the many ministries of 

Elim and an obvious one was to make available all finished crafts left over from our last Bazaar, to 

anyone who needed a donation for a basket or just a single item.  If your group is fundraising please let 

us know and we will be happy to share our crafts for your event. 

Women of Faith & Fellowship 
Thursday, March 12, 6:30pm, La Dolce Vita Wine Bar 

Women of Faith & Fellowship (formerly known as the One-Hour Women’s Group) meets on the second 

Thursday of the month for an hour at 6:30pm usually in the Fireside Room … but not this month.  This 

month we will focus on the “Fellowship” part of WoFF and meet at La Dolce Vita Wine Bar in Theatre 

Square to get to know one another better.  The group welcomes women of all ages as another way to 

connect and discuss faith-based topics.   

If you would like to be included on the email list to receive reminders and topics for upcoming WoFF 

meetings, contact Lana Reuter. 
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Please note that Godly Play 

and ELIMentary Camp will 

not meet on March 22 (Spring 

Break), March 29 (Easter Egg 

Hunt), or April 5 (Easter). 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Saturday, March 14, 8am in the kitchen 

Elim men meet every second Saturday for an hour of manly breakfasting and to plan occasional projects. 

As this is March 14, right before St Patrick's Day, step up if you know something green to cook.  

Breakfast is pass-the-hat format, contact Brian Crosby for more info or sign up to show off your kitchen 

skills. 

FAITH FORMATION 
WHAT’S GOING ON IN GODLY PLAY?  

In March, we will be preparing for Lent and Easter with lessons on 

the Mystery of Easter, the Faces of Easter, and Crosses. 

An important part of every Godly Play session is our work time after 

the day's story.  This is a time for children to reflect on and process 

on what they heard during the lesson. We put out a variety of open-

ended activities for the children to choose from.  One surprisingly 

popular activity has been collage and construction with recycled 

materials.  We are always in need of clean toilet paper rolls, paper 

towel rolls, kleenex boxes, plastic berry holders, and other items for 

creating masterpieces from recycled materials.  Our new finger 

painting station and watercolor activities have also been popular and 

we are in need of new washable finger paints and watercolor paper. 

It is so wonderful to see the children engaged in activities after the 

story.  Many of the children often choose to work with story 

materials and it is exciting to them laying out the stories. 

Please see our Godly Play blog for more information about our 

program!  www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog 

 

We welcome donations of materials.  All donations can be left in the 

Godly Play classroom.  Thank you! 

MARCH CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

March 1, 9:40am:  Confirmation I (5-6 grades) in Room 10 with Mr. P 

March 4:  Confirmation II (7-8 grades) dinner & class at 6pm, stay for 

7pm service 

March 11:  Confirmation II - dinner & class at 6pm, stay for 7pm 

service 

March 15, 9:40am:  Confirmation I in Room 10 with Mr. P 

March 18:  Confirmation II - dinner & class at 6pm, stay for 7pm service 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog
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FROM OUR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH LEADER 
I am so excited for this opportunity to give back to the congregation and work with such a great group of 

young people!  We have lots of fun planned for the coming months . . . 

March 11:  Soup Supper  The youth are hosting the Lenten Soup Supper.  We will be setting up the 

Fellowship Hall and cooking soup as a group starting at 5pm.  We’ll serve, clean, and then go to the 

Wednesday Lenten Service.  Come have fun hanging out with us! 

Wednesdays During Lent:  We will meet for the soup suppers at 6:30pm, share a meal, go to church, and 

then do something fun after the service.  These meetings should go from 6:30 to 8pm.  Any questions, 

contact me at sarah@elimpetaluma.org. 

April 11-12:  30-Hour Fast and Lock-in  We will be busy during the lock-in, having fun, watching a 

movie, and learning about hunger in this country and the world.  We will prepare an international 

Hunger Banquet to share on April 12 after the church services to raise awareness of hunger in the world.  

The proceeds from the tickets to the Hunger Banquet will go to Redwood Empire Food Bank. 

Detroit Youth Gathering News 
So far we have six people from Elim going to Detroit to see how God is working there, and hang with 

30,000 Lutheran youth too.  We have a lot of fundraising to do before we leave.  

• Doughnuts for Detroit will continue on Sunday mornings beginning at 

9:30.  

• There will be a Bingo Fundraiser on May 2.  Watch for more information! 

• We will also be hosting a Motown Madness Dinner.  Please watch for 

details there too. 

• If you cannot make it to any of those fundraisers but would still like to 

donate the trip, we are taking sponsorships.  Please contact the office or 

talk to me for more information about the sponsorships. 

I am so excited to be able to share my love for Elim with the youth!  This is going to be a fun, growing 

time for the high school youth group!  Any questions, ideas, or comments, you can reach me at 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org, or visit me during office hours on Wednesdays 3-5pm and Fridays 2-4pm. 

Blessings, 

Sarah 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Adult Forum 
Every Sunday at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

In The Year of Living Biblically, A.J. Jacobs chronicles his hilarious and thoughtful year spent obeying ‒ as 

literally as possible ‒ the tenets of the Bible.  Join in on our Sunday morning discussions of this enjoyable 

read.  Even if you don’t have time to read the book, you are still invited to sit in on this lively Adult 

Forum.  (The Sonoma County Library has the eAudiobook available online.  It is also available in eBook 

format from the usual sources.) 

mailto:sarah@elimpetaluma.org
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Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the week’s Bible readings.   

Sunday Morning Meditation 
Sunday, March 1; 9:40am  

Ann Geddes will lead a time of meditation at 9:40am in the Fireside Room (church office).  Come and 

learn meditation practices. 

Healing Prayer Sessions 
Saturday, March 21 in the Fireside Room (504 Baker St); 1st appointment at 10:15am 

Meditative healing is offered on the third Saturday of each month when members of the Healing Prayer 

Ministry will be available to pray for you through a series of steps that they will talk to you about as they 

go through the process.  Call the office to schedule an appointment. 

REGISTER NOW FOR LITTLE SHEPHERD PRESCHOOL 

Registration has begun for the 2015-2016 school year!  Forms can be found on Little 

Shepherd’s website (www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool) or in the office. 

• 2’s Program:  must be two years old by September 1, 2015; 

Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday (full), 9:15-11:15am, for 

$187/month; or Monday/Wednesday/Thursday mornings, 9:15-11:15am, for 

$258/month 

• 3’s Program (full):  must be three years old by September 1, 2015; 

Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9-11:30am, $228/month; or add Friday mornings for 

$268/month 

• 4’s Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2015; Monday/Wednesday/Fridays, 9-11:30am, 

$268/month, or 

• Pre-K Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2015; Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 12:30-

3:30pm, $302/month 

• Extra enrichment classes available for four-year olds on Mondays and/or Fridays (full) for an 

additional $25/session 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

FESTIVAL CHOIR 
Rehearsals start on February 26 

Attention to all who are gratified and inspired by WORSHIP THROUGH SINGING!   

Elim Festival Choir and Elim Musical Ensembles will be providing the music at the two scheduled for 

“Festival Choir Sunday” on March 29.  Everyone who would like to sing with the Festival Choir is 

WELCOME.  
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There are only seven rehearsals scheduled, so it is a brief commitment. There are five Thursday night 

rehearsals at 7-9pm in the choir room at Elim:  February 26, March 5, March 12, March 19, March 26; and 

two Saturday morning rehearsals, 9-11am:  March 14 and March 28 (dress rehearsal). 

We will be working on some exciting and beautiful music!!! 

-Laila Schoenlein 

CHERUB CHOIR 
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Miss Vicki is excited to start another season of Cherub Choir for kids ages 

three years through 1st grade. Our fun rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 

6:30pm in Room 9.  As always, friends are also welcome to join us. 

Cherub Choir will impress the congregation with their vocal talents during 

services on March 8 and April 12. 

STEWARDS’ POST 
I was talking to a friend of mine recently, and he shared the following story…  

When his daughters would come home from school, he would take their cars to the local gas station and 

fill up the tanks.  He did this generous deed whenever they came home from 

college.  Nice gesture for poor college kids, right?  Well, this practice 

continued after they graduated and after they found jobs.  One of the 

daughters said to her stepdad, "Hey, we have jobs now.  You don't 

have to keep filling up our tanks!"  The stepdad replied, "To be 

generous, you have to learn how to accept generosity.  I didn't 

fill up your cars with gas because you were poor.  I did it as an 

act of generosity."   

I think God calls on us in a similar fashion.  He has provided 

for us with great generosity, blessing most of us with enough 

material possessions that we have few worries, given us 

talents, and even more time than we think, to share with 

others.  It's always a good thing to take stock of God's rich 

blessings, of his abundant grace and generosity, so that we, too, can 

in turn, be generous to others. 

-Stewardship Committee 
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OUTREACH 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
CAMPUS MINISTRY 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The March recipient will be Campus 

Ministry.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the back of 

the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute. 

We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith and life. The mission of campus 

ministry in the ELCA is to invite people in academic settings to engage more deeply with the teachings 

of Jesus Christ and the community that bears his name, so that they can discover and fulfill their 

vocation as disciples.  

ELCA campus ministry is a Lutheran ministry for students, faculty, staff and others on campus, not just 

a ministry for Lutherans. It provides an ELCA presence at more than 180 state and private colleges and 

universities with cooperating congregations in campus ministry at an additional 400 campuses 

nationwide.  

www.elca.org/campusministry/

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, March 3, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the Westside 

Pantry on Thursday, March 19, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set 

up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the 

kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service 

hours.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please 

contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

WORK: READY APPAREL 

This January, Committee on the Shelterless (COTS) opened the doors of Work: Ready Apparel, a 

boutique clothing store where COTS Work: Ready clients can find suitable interview and work clothing 

— for free!  A polished and good-quality work outfit is essential to the dignity of those who want to 

work, and need to work, in order to achieve their dream of moving into a home of their own. 

How can you help?  They have a growing wish list for volunteer positions and in-kind items — 

especially gift cards that can be used to purchase items that cannot be worn second-hand.  And, of 

course, a financial gift to COTS always makes a big difference.  See their website for more details: 

www.cots-homeless.org 

Like many of COTS’ programs, Work: Ready Apparel has been a labor of love.  The prime retail location, 

clothing donations, furniture, wall decor, paint and spackle, have all been donations from companies, 

service groups, and individuals.  Dedicated volunteers have given merchandising expertise, hand 

pressed clothing, painted walls, mended small holes in clothing, and replaced countless buttons.  They 

are so grateful for your support. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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PEP HOUSING BENEFIT GALA 
Save the date:  May 2, 11am – 3pm 

Petaluma Ecumenical Properties (PEP) Housing's 2015 Benefit Gala will be an afternoon of Western fun 

for the whole family.  The "Home on the Range" theme is inspired by the wonderful venue at Tomrose 

Ranch near Rohnert Park.  Tomrose Ranch is a walk back in time where you can experience the roots of 

Americana and be visually stimulated by old farm equipment, trucks, tractors, signage and statues of 

days gone by.  You'll join PEP staff and friends for a good ol’ day in the country enjoying hay rides, cow 

patty toss, Americana music and down home hospitality including a delicious barbecue, cold beverages 

and, of course, opportunities to win raffle items including art, jewelry, restaurant meals, professional 

services, travel packages and much, much more!  www.pephousing.org 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Sawyer Ingrid Long, daughter of Aaron and Dominique and little sister to Dakota and Austin, was 

baptized on February 22, 2015. 

Jack Cameron died on February 21, 2015, at the age of 86.  His memorial service will be held at Elim on 

Friday, March 6, at 3:30pm; reception to follow. 

GRATITUDE 
Our lovely spring weather has inspired some of our members to do a little spring cleaning around here.  

Many thanks to Diane Silveira and Al Butler for taking the initiative to clean out our kitchen 

refrigerator.  That is a task no one wants to do with their own appliances, let alone someone else’s!  We 

also appreciate Dolores Frey McCloud, Marian Olsen, and Lynn Harenberg-Miller for their enthusiasm 

for cleaning because they prepared our offices for our two new staff members.   

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to all of you who contributed to making the College Care Packages 

so successful.  Your donations of supplies and money helped us send packages to 25 students attending 

college, eight out of state, 16 in California, and one country, Sweden.  We were also able to send 

Valentines with a Starbucks card to six of our students attending our local SRJC.  A special thank you to 

Esther Circle for their generous donation which covered most of the mailing expenses.  A big thank you 

to Tammy Albertson, Lee Barton, and Lynn Harenberg-Miller who helped pack and address all the 

college packs.  We had such a fun evening sharing in this ministry together.  It is so important for us to 

remind our youth that even though they are away from their Elim family, they are still in our hearts and 

prayers. This ministry is not only a blessing to them but in turn is a blessing to us also.  So thank your 

again for all your positive response and enthusiastic and generous support. 

In Christian Love, 

Karen Pesutich 

http://www.pephousing.org/
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Leadership Team Meetings are open 
to the congregation except for 

Executive Meetings.  The full minutes 
are posted in Fellowship Hall or are 

available at the church office. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING SUMMARY  

January 14, 2015 
Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Ben Barnes, Vice President; Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Sue Kinsman, 

Secretary; Audrey Norman, Phil Sorensen, Peter Labberton, and Pastor Bill Wessner. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Kevin Prime with Sue Kinsman recording. 

Kevin shared his faith formation as part of the devotions. 

The agenda was adopted. 

The minutes of December 10, 2014, were reviewed, amended 

and then approved. 

The Treasurer's report was presented by Chuck Wolf and 

discussed.  The report was accepted.   For the full report, refer 

to the complete minutes in Fellowship Hall. 

A report from the Personnel Committee regarding the selection of a Youth Ministry Leader was given by 

Sue Kinsman with comments by Pastor Bill, who served on the interview board. 

Plans for VBS are starting, with announcements and recruiting of people to assist.  A Director is yet to be 

determined. 

The Finance Team Charter is still being reviewed and revised.  The final approval should be at the next 

LT meeting. 

A planning calendar was distributed for discussion.  It runs through May 2015. 

The Finance Team, with the assistance from Doris, will collect information from all of the Ministry 

Teams regarding budget requests for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  This will be discussed at the February LT 

meeting. 

The Nominating Committee needs to reconvene and begin planning for Congregational Officers at the 

May Congregational Meeting. 

There were some concerns regarding the unauthorized use of Elim's parking lot and playground.  Pastor 

Bill and Kevin will address concerns with the involved persons. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm with Pastor Bill leading the team in the Lord's Prayer. 

Submitted by: 

Sue Kinsman, Secretary 
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Attendance Stats 

 
Feb. 1 Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Average weekly 

attendance 8:30am 74 66 77 65 

10:30am 87 98 98 115 Feb. 2015 170 

Week total 161 164 175 180 Feb. 2014 159 

 Financial Stats 

REGULAR GIVING This Fiscal Year Budget Variance 

 Month of January  $22,101  $21,000  $1,101  

 Year-to-date 

 
$192,389  $200,000  ($7,611) 

  

LEADERSHIP TEAM SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY  

February 1, 2015 
Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Ben Barnes, Vice President; Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Sue Kinsman, 

Secretary; Audrey Norman, Phil Sorensen, and Pastor Bill Wessner.  Peter Labberton was excused. 

This Special Meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime, President on February 1, 2015, and was held by 

telephone conference call. 

The meeting was called to 

order at 2:15pm.  A motion 

was made and carried to 

immediately go into Executive 

Session for the consideration 

of confidential employee 

matters, regarding the hiring 

of a Youth Ministry Leader. 

Upon returning from 

Executive Session, the meeting 

was adjourned at 2:30pm. 

Sue Kinsman – Secretary 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

            Regular Offering:  Month of January                             Regular Offering: Year-to-Date 
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Unrestricted Funds 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, rent from the preschool and other groups; we use to 

pay salaries and or operating expenses. 

January 2015 Actual Budget Variance 
Income $27,142 $24,845 $2,297 

Expenses $31,989 $31,529 $460 

Net Increase ($4,847) ($6,684) $1,837 

Operating Reserve:  $84,393 
The operating reserve consists of unrestricted liquid assets that provide liquidity for daily operations 

and can be used to meet unexpected and unbudgeted expenses. 

Giving to Outside Charities, June – January 2015 

Second Mile Giving / Change the World   Jesus Stocking 
 

June: Bali Bunk Beds $562.97  COTS $250 

July: SF Night Ministry $209.73  ELCA World Hunger $740 

August: Lutheran Disaster Response $642.34  Hospice of Petaluma $25 

September: California Lutheran Univ. $115.93  Little Shepherd Preschool $115 

October: Rwanda School Project $970.04  Lutheran Disaster Response $450 

November: Lutheran Social Services $396.12  Lutheran Social Services $25 

December: Pacific Lutheran Theo. Sem. $174.07  Mexico Mission Trip $340 

January :  Sister Synods $346.98  Petaluma Bounty $40 

Other   Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $85 

Eglah’s family (some from other churches) $7,791.05  Rwanda School $25 

New Life School/Band/Scholarships $6,050    

Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $25  ELCA World Hunger $40 

Rwanda School (extra gift) $25  Thanksgiving offering to COTS $278 

WORSHIP NOTES 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

March 1:  Zipp / March 8:  open / March 15:  King & Bunce / March 22:  Navarro / March 29:  Atwood 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

READINGS 

On the Sundays through May we will utilize the Narrative Lectionary to follow the sweep of the biblical 

story, from Creation through the early Christian church.  The texts show the breadth and variety of 

voices within Scripture.  They invite people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 
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prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  Listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching 

and the life of faith. 

 

March 1:  Laborers in the Vineyard 
Matthew 20:1-16 ‒ Parable of laborers in vineyard  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 16:5-8   

 

 

 
 

March 8:  Triumphal Entry 
Matthew 21:1-13 ‒  Triumphal entry, cleansing the temple 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 118:26-29 

 
 

March 15:  Wedding Banquet 
Matthew 22:1-14 ‒ Parable of wedding banquet 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 45:6-7 

 

March 22:  Bridesmaids (or Talents) 
Matthew 22:1-14 ‒ Parable of the bridesmaids; Matthew 25:14-30 ‒ Parable of the 

talents  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 43:3-4  

 

 

March 29:  Last Judgment 
Matthew 25:31-46 ‒ Parable of the last judgment  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 98:7-9  

This service will feature the beautiful music of our Festival Choir 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 Eva Garibaldi 8 Len Sabourin 15 Paula Cole 24 Susan Power 

 

Emerald Jones 10 Mary Ellen Duerre 

 

James Stone  25 Nic Chlebowski 

 

Steve Skanderson 11 Gloria Senften 16 Grady King 

 

Chelsea Martin 

2 Casey Aldrich 12 Tom Cole 

 

Chris Mulhall 

 

Tanner Mason-Davis 

 

Amanda Overton 

 

Eric Hunsicker 17 Benjamin Moomey 26 Christopher Micco 

3 Melissa Becker 

 

Gavin Lee 18 Ruby Chlebowski 

 

Vicki Olivas Navarro 

4 Debbie Crosby 

 

Nancy McLean 

 

Erik Eskes 

 

Karen Sipich 

 

Kenly Eskes 13 Art Cooper 

 

Bob Kinsman 

 

Lynsee Witham 

 

Penny Micco 

 

Don De Jong 19 Lambeth Safriet-Schempf 27 Joyce Miller 

6 Greta Choi 

 

Meghan Genovese 21 Stephanie Bent 

 

Jodi Witham 

 

Skylar Horne 

 

Dia Gutierrez 

 

Nathen Boylan-Earley 29 Teri Clark 

 

Garrett Labberton 

 

Mark Hall 

 

Rocco Cunningham 

 

Barbara Martinez 

 

Jared Svinth 

 

Glen Hunsicker 

 

Joëlle Harris 

 

Amy York 

7 Conner Crosby 14 Kalen Clemmens 

 

Hailey Skanderson 31 Dorothy Orchid 

 

Kari Sampietro 

 

Jeania Malaise 

   

Garry Sullivan 

   

Chris Stewart 
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
Sunday, March 29:   Festival Choir Sunday, 8:30am & 10:30am 

             Easter Egg Hunt at 9:40am 

Thursday, April 2:   Maundy Thursday service at 7pm 

Friday, April 3:         Good Friday service at 7pm 

Sunday, April 5:       Easter services at 8am, 9:30am, and 11am 

 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Dan Widger, Call Committee Chair 

callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, High School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Sue Whitney, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/elimlutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elimpetaluma  

 

 

 

 

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church                    Come and See  March 2015 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

1   
9am‐12:30pm Taco Brunch 
9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 
9:40am  Morning 
Meditation (Fireside Room) 

2   
7pm Handbell Choir (Choir 
Room) 

3   
5pm Elim at Eastside Food 
Pantry (Lucchesi Park) 
5pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

4   
2:30pm  Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm  Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 
6pm Soup Supper 
7pm Lenten Service 

5   
6:30pm  Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 
7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

6   
2pm Finance Team 
Meeting 

7   

8   

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Trip Meeting 
(Choir Room) 

 

9   
7:30pm  Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

10   
12pm Esther Circle 
(Ravenscroft) 
6:30pm  Call Committee 
(Nursery) 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

11   
2:30pm  Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm  Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 
6pm Soup Supper   
7pm Lenten Service 
7:30pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

12   
12pm Grace Friendship 
Circle (back of church) 
6:30pm  Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 
6:30pm  Women of Faith 
& Fellowship (La Dolce 
Vita) 
7pm Festival Choir 
7pm Waves of Grace 

13    14   
8am Men’s Breakfast 
(kitchen) 
9am Festival Choir 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

15    Source Deadline 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 
11:45am Thrivent 
Workshop ‐ Social Security 
(Choir Room) 

16   
7pm Elizabeth Circle (Sellai) 
7pm Handbell Choir (Choir 
Room) 

17   
5:30pm  Personnel 
Committee (Fireside Room)
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

18   
2:30pm  Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm  Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 
6pm Soup Supper   
7pm Lenten Service 

19   
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 
6:30pm  Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 
7pm Festival Choir 
7pm Waves of Grace 

20    21   
10:15am Healing Prayer 
sessions (office) 
 
Raffi ‐ Bare Wedding at 
Elim 

22   
 

23   

 

24   

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

25   

6pm Soup Supper 
7pm Lenten Service 

26   

7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 
7pm Waves of Grace 

27    28   

9am Festival Choir 
rehearsal (sanctuary) 

29 Festival Choir Sunday 
9:40am  Easter Egg Hunt 
 

30   
7:30pm  Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

31   
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

 

Mexico House Building Mission Trip

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:30am and 10:30am Worship   
9:40‐10:25am Faith Formation   
8:20‐11:50am Nursery open 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION 9:40‐10:25AM 
Godly Play (Room 6): 3yrs‐1st grade (no class 3/22, 3/29) 
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2‐4 grades (no class 3/22, 3/29) 
Adult Forum (Choir Room) 



Easter Flowers: deadline is March 29 
It is time to order flowers for Easter Sunday, April 5.  We will order a variety of flowering spring 
plants to use as Easter Sunday decorations.  You are invited to order a plant in memory or honor of 
someone.  You may take the plant home after the last service on Easter.  A special insert on Easter 
Sunday will list the names of those who have donated the flowers and in whose memory or honor 
they were given. 

 DEADLINE:  Sunday, March 29 

 COST:  $8 per plant.  Your payment must accompany the order.  

 Please make your checks payable to Elim Lutheran Church.  You may mail your order, bring it to the church office, or 
place your order in the offering plate on Sunday. You may also place an order on the church website. 

Name ________________________________________________________  Phone ________________________   

How many plants? _______ x $8 = _______________________ 

 I will pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services.    I will not pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services. 

Please print carefully (this is what we’ll put in the bulletin insert): 

Plant(s) given by:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In memory OR   In honor of: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Flowers: deadline is March 29 
It is time to order flowers for Easter Sunday, April 5.  We will order a variety of flowering spring 
plants to use as Easter Sunday decorations.  You are invited to order a plant in memory or honor of 
someone.  You may take the plant home after the last service on Easter.  A special insert on Easter 
Sunday will list the names of those who have donated the flowers and in whose memory or honor 
they were given. 

 DEADLINE:  Sunday, March 29 

 COST:  $8 per plant.  Your payment must accompany the order.  

 Please make your checks payable to Elim Lutheran Church.  You may mail your order, bring it to the church office, or 
place your order in the offering plate on Sunday. You may also place an order on the church website. 

Name ________________________________________________________  Phone ________________________   

How many plants? _______ x $8 = _______________________ 

 I will pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services.    I will not pick up my plant(s) after the Easter services. 

Please print carefully (this is what we’ll put in the bulletin insert): 

Plant(s) given by:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In memory OR   In honor of: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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