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Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 18 

Dinner at 6pm        Service at 7pm 

Our traditional Ash Wednesday free-will 

offering Spaghetti Dinner will be served in the 

Fellowship Hall beginning at 6pm.  Thanks to 

Dolores and Gene McCloud for providing the 

meal. 

On Ash Wednesday we gather in worship at 

7pm where we confess our sins, receive the 

imposition of ashes, and prepare our hearts and 

minds for the next 40 days of Lent.   Lent is a 

journey of preparation for the celebration of 

renewal in the life of faith that is ours through 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

Wednesdays During Lent 
Soup Suppers at 6pm        Service at 7pm 

Join us for simple free-will offering soup 

suppers (donations will reimburse the 

providers, profit goes into the offering basket) at 

6pm.  Thanks to our wonderful volunteers for 

providing the meals.   

 February 25:  Grace Friendship Circle 

 March 4:  Esther Circle 

 March 11:  High School Youth Group 

 March 18:  Wyrick / Hennagin 

 March 25:  NOLA team 

Lent is the church year season meant for growth.  

The word means spring or long days.  

Remember when we had to be so solemn and 

serious about Lent?  Come to our midweek 

reflective services where we will encounter 

scriptures, Luther’s Catechism, and prayer as we 

grow into these longer days – 30% less somber – 

seriously! 

 Week 1:  Ten Commandments 

 Week 2:  Baptism 

 Week 3:  Apostles’ Creed 

 Week 4:  Holy Communion 

 Week 5:  Lord’s Prayer
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FROM PASTORI BILL  
My granddaughter has a book that is designed to help her pass the time from one 

birthday to the next.  It takes up the idea that each month has its own special holiday 

to which we can look forward.  May is special and has two.  I am not referring to the 

feast day of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, (cir 373) nor Julian of Norwich, renewer of 

the church (cir 1416).  We seem to mark a lot of time in the Church with seasons and festivals 

and holidays.  And of course, this month we begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday and 

finish up just before Easter - the Resurrection of Our Lord - as we roll into April.  

We are well aware of the annual, seasonal, monthly, weekly, and daily rhythms of our lives.  Each of us 

may chart them out on calendars of various sorts.  If God gave us more hours in a day or an extra month 

in a year, or even an extra year in our life we would still absorb it into the “business that God has given 

to everyone to be busy with” -Ecclesiastes 3:10.  We are a busy people and someone always wants us to 

add their business for us into ours.  If we yield to this pressure we will surely wind up like Solomon’s 

lament: “He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future 

into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end." -

Ecclesiastes 3:11  What a fate! 

But it is all still our choice. 

The book teaching my granddaughter how to pass her time between birthdays doesn’t mention the 

birthdays and anniversaries of her family. (Can’t write a children’s best seller with such a specific list.) 

Nor does it anticipate her mile markers of her growth and development.  Both of those are ours to 

provide.  But the book remains a primer that starts with her great self-interest and moves outward to the 

traditions of our culture. 

Our faith lives are marked in a cultural annual rhythm, with a pinnacle that defines us and our 

relationship with God: the Resurrection of Our Lord.  We are defined within our humanity as well by a 

weekly rhythm that includes a sustaining gift:  the Sabbath.  The Sabbath fits as our marker of the 

seventh day of creation and it bats third in our owner’s 

manual for healthy living.  Even here God uses his 

church, our seasons and our worship to mark and 

celebrate what we are made for . . . glorifying God. 

What is in your rhythm?  

See you in church, 

Pray hard, invite!  

Peace, 

   

I interim 



elimpetaluma.org        FEBRUARY 2015  |  PAGE  3  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION 2015 
An excited crew of 24 youth and adults are preparing for the annual Mexico House Building Mission 

Trip happening on March 23-28, 2015.  During “Fundraising February” the team will be working hard to 

raise much needed funds to use towards transportation, meals, shelter, and the supplies needed to build 

a house to transform the life of a family.  There are a number of ways you can support the team and a 

family’s dream: 

Second Mile Giving / Change the World offering in February will benefit the trip.  Check off “Special 

Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary, 

drop donations in the designated copper vase in the back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” 

button on our website to contribute. 

Sponsorship forms have been included in this Source and are found on the Mexico bulletin board. 

The annual Taco Brunch will take place on Sunday, March 1, 9am -12:30pm.  Enjoy breakfast burritos, 

tacos, tostadas; beans and chips for $5, $20 for families.  To-go options available.  Advance tickets sales 

will take place on February 15 and 22 but tickets may also be purchased at the door. 

Kerney Cabin Raffle:  Newt and Julie Kerney are offering a 4 day/3 night stay in their cabin near Mt. 

Lassen National Park!  Raffle tickets are just $5 each / $20 for 5 tickets and will be available wherever 

Taco Brunch tickets are sold.  Additional raffle items are also being collected. 

WORKSHOPS WITH THRIVENT FINANCIAL 

Thrivent Financial is a financial services 

organization that helps Christians be wise with 

money and live generously.  They offer a broad 

range of products and services – including life insurance, annuities and mutual funds – along with 

guidance from financial representatives nationwide.  Membership has its benefits and you can take 

advantage of these membership benefits, financial tools and resources by becoming: 

 A benefit member through the purchase of an insurance or annuity product; or 

 An associate member through an annual membership fee of $19.95 

Member or not, please plan to attend upcoming workshops with our local Thrivent financial advisors, 

Yvonne Madson and Marla Vickrey, to learn more about Thrivent and get insight into important 

financial decisions.  Workshops will be held at 11:45am in the Choir Room and are open to all. 

 February 22:  “Retire Wisely”  Do you ask yourself: Will I have enough to retire? Will my 

retirement income last? Are my assets protected? Manage six key risks all retirees face: Outliving 

their income, inflation, unpredictable events, market volatility, income taxes and rising 

healthcare costs. Turn retirement concerns into confidence. 

 March 15:  “Social Security: Strategize to Maximize”  Social Security: will it or won't it be 

around when you retire? Opinions vary on that question, but most would agree it's a program 

they want to understand. Attend this workshop and learn the basics of Social Security and 
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Suggested Care Package Items 
(deadline Feb. 1) 

 individually-wrapped snack foods  

(popcorn, chocolate, candy, etc.) 

 individually-wrapped drink mixes 

(hot chocolate, instant coffee, cold 

drink mix, tea, etc.) 

 toothbrushes, small toothpastes 

 pens, post-its 

 $5 gift cards for online merchants, 

chain stores, Starbucks 

 Valentines or homemade cards 

 

determine the best way to optimize the benefits. See how potential Social Security benefits fit in 

your overall retirement income picture. 

 April 19:  “Your Legacy:  Family, Church, and Charity”  Your legacy – it is about traditions, 

heirlooms, family values and more. If there are people or causes you care about, we can help you 

uncover ways to enrich their futures.  

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 

I think we can all remember what it felt like to leave our home, friends, and secure soundings to begin a 

new adventure.  It is always an adjustment and receiving a reminder that they are loved and missed is 

always important.  Receiving a care package means so much to them, especially when it comes from 

their Elim Church family.  As a community of believers we promise at their baptism, confirmation, and 

other important stages of their lives that we will support them on their faith journey.   

We will be collecting items for these care packages until February 1 so we can get them in the mail near 

Valentine’s Day.   

To the right is a list of items that we think would be good 

things to send.  Monetary donations are always appreciated 

to fill in items that are needed and shipping costs.  All 

donations can be put in the box in the Welcome Area or 

dropped off at the church office by February 1.  Thank you 

to all of you for your support of this ministry to our college 

youth. 

If you have a college student in your household, please send 

their mailing address to the office (elim@elimpetaluma.org / 

762-4081). 

In Christ's love,  

Karen Pesutich 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

Aebleskiver Breakfast 
Saturday, February 14, 9-11am 

Nothing says “I love you” like sweet treats!  Bring your sweetheart to the annual Aebleskiver Breakfast 

on Valentine’s Day.  Esther Circle sponsors this delicious meal consisting of these Danish delights along 

with ham, fruit, coffee, and juice for $6 ($2 for kids 10 and under) that benefits the Elim garden fund.  

Tickets can be purchased at the door.  There will also be nice raffle prizes. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sundays at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Prayer shawls are given to people experiencing hardships so that they may know that they are embraced 

by God and Elim during these difficult times.  Anyone currently working on knitting/crocheting a shawl 

or would like to do so is invited to join others in the Fellowship Hall between services to stitch & chit-

chat.  We have plenty of yarn to go around and are willing to teach anyone who wants to learn. 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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Circles 
Are you interested in going to a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact the Circle 

Chair and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when they each 

meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Anita Kelly) meets on the 2nd Thursday (February 12) of each month at 12pm in 

the back of the sanctuary.  This month a guest speaker will talk to us about Village Network of 

Petaluma.   

 Elizabeth (Susan Rodkin) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month; next meeting will be on 

February 16, 7pm, at Karen West’s home.  

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon; next meeting will be on 

February 10 at Renate Bohn’s home. 

Crafting Ministry 
As a result of the abundant fellowship we witnessed leading up to this year’s Bazaar, we feel called to 

continue our ministry year round. 

Our goals: 

 To inspire fellowship of all ages and skills 

 Pass on a vast variety of talents and knowledge and foster others to enjoy old/new hobbies and arts 

 To financially contribute to the needs and ministries supported by Elim 

 Continue to help advocate upcycling and repurposing for a greener planet 

We have sorted and labeled much of Room 2 and the door will be open every Sunday morning for your 

perusal.  Lots of projects are available to take home or complete at church.  We plan to hold a table sale 

sometime this spring so we will focus our talents in that direction for the next few months. 

Come for Friday Night Happy Hours!  Similar to the crafting 

camps of this past summer, hang out at church on the last 

Friday of the month (January 30, February 27), 6-8pm, to work 

on crafts (bring your own or find one in our stash) and shoot 

the breeze.  Feel free to bring a snack to share. 

Women of Faith & Fellowship 
Thursday, February 12, 6:30pm, Fireside Room 

Women of Faith & Fellowship (formerly known as the One-Hour Women’s Group) meets on the second 

Thursday of the month for an hour at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room (church office).  We often use 

podcasts from the Women of the ELCA’s boldcafe.org as the basis for our discussion, but occasionally 

bring in guest speakers and are always open to new ideas.  The group – which is not a Circle - welcomes 

women of all ages as another way to connect with one another and discuss faith-based topics.  If you 

would like to be included on the email list to receive reminders and topics for upcoming WoFF meetings, 

contact Lana Reuter. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
February Breakfast is on hiatus to make way for the Aebleskiver Breakfast on February 14.  Usually the 

Elim men meet every second Saturday for an hour of manly breakfasting and to plan occasional projects.  

Breakfast is pass-the-hat format, contact Brian Crosby for more info or sign up to show off your kitchen 

skills. 

TROOP 9 TRI-TIP & PASTA FEED 
Saturday, February 21; 6pm at Elim 

Enjoya fine meal of tri-tip, red and green pasta, salad, garlic bread, 1 drink, coffee, 

and dessert to support Elim’s Troop 9.  There will also be a silent auction and 

entertainment 

Cost:  $25 for adults, $10 for kids ages 12 and under; tickets must be purchased in advance.  Ticket sales 

will occur between Sunday services at Elim up to February 15 or by calling Roger Davis or John 

Schempf. 

FACILITIES UPDATE 

Good news!  Our water test on the west wall of the church turned up two leaks - one under the cross as 

we suspected and another at the vent near the peak of the roof.  Both have been repaired.  Hopefully, 

this will solve the problem as we move on toward restoration of the stained glass window and repair of 

the water damaged interior walls.  We also successfully removed the crosses from the 

roof.  We are saving them as "well loved" historical relics of our church, but they must be 

replaced on the roof because the ninety years of exposure to weather has taken its 

toll.  We are looking at different materials from which new crosses could be 

constructed.  Thanks to the preschool staff, parents, and others who were 

inconvenienced by the work.  Your patience was appreciated.   

- The Facilities Team 

FAITH FORMATION 
WHAT’S GOING ON IN GODLY PLAY?  

In January, we finished up the Christmas season with a lesson on Epiphany and 

the Holy Family.  In February, we will be focusing on the Parables as we move 

towards Lent and Easter.  A special thank you for all the donations we have 

been receiving.  Our new shelves have enabled us to put out more lessons, 

our recyclables are being made into wonderful creations, and the new Play-

Doh is definitely being put to good use!  To find out more about Godly Play, 

please visit our blog where I post information about our lessons on a weekly 

basis:  http://www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog 

-Amy Malaise 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/godly-play-blog
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After decorating the west wall of our 
church for almost 90 years, our beautiful 

stained glass window needs a facelift.  
Work will begin soon to repair damage, 

reinforce the glass, and replace the 
clouded protective covering.  A major 

project to restore the window must be 
done and will cost nearly $25,000.  Your 
leadership has wisely decided that it is 
preferable to have a "whole window" 

rather than a "hole in the wall".  This will 
be money well spent to preserve the 

church we love.  Join in supporting our 
high school youth group as they step up 

to help finance this important work. 

-Brian Tolson, Facilities Team 

CONFIRMATION 

Sunday, February 1:  Confirmation I (grades 5-6) with Mr. P in Room 10, 9:40-10:25am 

Wednesday, February 4:  Confirmation II (grades 7-8) with Pastor Bill in Room 10 at 6:30pm 

Sunday, February 8:  Confirmation II Service Project Sunday - We'll be making Valentines for Petaluma 

People Services Center to distribute through various seniors programs.  All ages are welcome to join us 

on this feel-good crafty project in the side room of the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am. 

Sunday, February 15:  Confirmation I with Mr. P in Room 10, 9:40-10:25am 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  

A Valentine for Your Loved Ones . . . and Church   
Just in time for Valentine's Day, the high school youth group 

will be selling lovely gift packages with homemade "stained 

glass cookies" and a hand-painted stained glass votive 

candle holder.  Suggested donation is $15 per package.  All 

proceeds will support the Facilities Team's window 

restoration project.  Orders will be taken the mornings of 

February 1 and 8 in the Fellowship Hall.  The packages will 

be delivered on February 12 and 13, or you can pick it up at 

the Aebleskiver Breakfast on the 14th. 

The High School Youth Group will be making these "stained 

glass cookies" and stained glass votive candle holders on 

Wednesday, February 11, 6-8pm.  Lend your hand, and 

enjoy some food and fellowship too.  Someone will have to 

test the cookies for quality control, too.  All 9th through 12th 

grade students are welcome! 

Doughnuts for Detroit!      
We currently have four high school youth planning to attend the ELCA 

Gathering in Detroit in July.  You can help this small but mighty group by 

stopping at their doughnut table on Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:30am.  It will take 

a lot of dough to go, so watch for other opportunities to help support these teens 

as they prepare for a life-changing, awesome experience with thousands of high 

school youth from around the country.  

THE UPS AND DOWNS OF LIVING BIBLICALLY 
Every Sunday at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

In The Year of Living Biblically, A.J. Jacobs chronicles his hilarious and thoughtful year spent obeying ‒ as 

literally as possible ‒ the tenets of the Bible.  Sounds like the perfect book for Adult Forum!  Sunday 

morning discussions just began so don’t hesitate to join in on the conversation of this enjoyable read.  

Even if you don’t have time to read the book, you are still invited to sit in on this lively Adult Forum.  

(The Sonoma County Library has the eAudiobook available online.  It is also available in eBook format 

from the usual sources.) 
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Healing Prayer Sessions 

Saturday, February 21 
1st appointment at 10:15am 

in the Fireside Room (504 Baker St) 

Call the office to schedule an appointment.  

EXPLORING THE STORY FOR ADULTS 

Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the week’s Bible readings.   

SUNDAY MORNING MEDITATION  
Sunday, February 1; 9:40am  

Ann Geddes will lead a time of meditation at 9:40am in 

the Fireside Room (church office).  Come and learn 

meditation practices. 

REGISTER NOW FOR LITTLE SHEPHERD PRESCHOOL 

Registration has begun for the 2015-2016 school year!  Forms can be found on Little Shepherd’s website 

(www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool) or in the office. 

• 2’s Program:  must be two years old by September 1, 2015; Monday/Wednesday or 

Tuesday/Thursday, 9:15-11:15am, for $187/month; or 

Monday/Wednesday/Thursday mornings, 9:15-11:15am, for $258/month 

• 3’s Program (almost full):  must be three years old by September 1, 2015; 

Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9-11:30am, $228/month; or add Friday mornings for 

$268/month 

• 4’s Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2015; 

Monday/Wednesday/Fridays, 9-11:30am, $268/month, or 

• Pre-K Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2015; 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 12:30-3:30pm, $302/month 

• Extra enrichment classes available for four-year olds on Mondays 

and/or Fridays (FULL) for an additional $25/session 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

FESTIVAL CHOIR 
Rehearsals start on February 26 

Worshiping through music is always inspirational and up-lifting and the 

Festival Choir provides that beautifully for the congregation.  Choir will meet 

in the Choir Room on most Thursdays, 7-9pm, plus two Saturday mornings.  The Choir 

is under the direction of Laila Schoenlein and will perform during services on Sunday, 

March 29.  Please feel free to bring a friend ‒ everyone is welcome!  

Rehearsal schedule:  Thursdays, February 26 and March 5, 12, 19, 26; Saturday, March 

14 (time TBD); dress rehearsal on Saturday, March 28 (time TBD).  
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CHERUB CHOIR 
Rehearsals start February 18! 

Miss Vicki is excited to start another season of Cherub Choir for kids ages three years through 1st grade. 

Our fun rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 6:30pm in Room 9.  As always, friends are also welcome 

to join us. 

Cherub Choir will impress the congregation with their vocal talents during services on March 8 and 

April 12. 

OUTREACH 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
MEXICO HOUSE BULDING MISSION TRIP 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The February recipient will be our 

Mexico House Building Mission Trip team.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the 

special offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to 

contribute. 

The Mexico House Building Mission Trip team will be traveling to Baja California during Spring Break, 

March 23-28, to build a home for a family through Amor Ministries in San Diego.  Since 1980, Amor has 

been perfecting the house building process in Mexico, making this the safest, most efficient, affordable 

trip possible. They have worked with over 330,000 volunteers to build over 17,300 homes.  Amor 

typically builds an 11’x22’, two-room home 

with a concrete floor, stucco-finished exterior, 

weather sealed roof, two windows, and a 

door.  An Amor house is a simple design, 

built according to the standards of the 

community so that a group without skilled 

labor or power tools can still complete the 

project.  The need is still staggering for 

millions of families in Mexico. 

Although the 24 participants do contribute 

money towards the trip, fundraising efforts 

help cover transportation costs, food during the long drive and at camp, two nights at Christ Lutheran 

Church in San Diego, camping fees while in Mexico, and building materials. 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, February 3, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the 

Westside Pantry on Thursday, February 19, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 

5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 

6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill 

community service hours.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about 

pantries, please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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BELOVED CONVERSATIONS: MEDITATIONS ON RACE & ETHNICITY 

Do you want to have your heart touched and your mind stretched?  Do you want to join a learning circle 

to explore the spiritual and intellectual dimensions of racism in our lives… through music, film, poetry 

and conversation?  Do you want to find new ways for bridging the racial and ethnic discomforts and 

questions and fears and dreams in Petaluma, at work, at school and at Elim? 

Join members from other Petaluma congregations in a retreat and follow-up session to learn how to 

notice, talk about and transform the impact that race and ethnicity have on our lives, our congregation 

and our community. We will grow together, take risks, struggle with ambiguity and love each other into 

a bigger sense of self and community. 

Opening Retreat:  Friday, February 27, 6-9pm, and Saturday, February 28, 8:45am–4:30pm at United 

Church of Christ (825 Middlefield Dr.)  Led by Rev. Mary Foran from Unitarian Universalists of 

Petaluma and her colleague Rev. Jacqueline Duhart; dinner on Friday evening and lunch on Saturday 

included.   

Cost: $50 - $60 per person for food, retreat materials, and childcare; pay more if you can, pay less if you 

need to. 

Eight Conversations:  Tuesday evenings for two hours in Petaluma, about every other week. 

 Seminar 1   Deep Check-in: Making Sense of the Retreat; The Invisible Footprint of Racial/Ethnic 

History (Pt.1) – local/state history 

 Seminar 2   The Invisible Footprint of Racial/Ethnic History (Pt. 2); Exploring our Dynamic of Racism 

and Privilege – congregational and personal histories 

 Seminar 3    Racism Today: Micro-Aggressions 

 Seminar 4    Congregational Audit: What’s in Your Congregation’s Backpack? 

 Seminar 5    Community Audit: The Experience of Race & Ethnicity in your community - panel 

 Seminar 6    The Legacy of Racism in Congregational Experience 

 Seminar 7    Toward a New Identity: How Can We Be-in-the- World? 

 Seminar 8    Collecting our Wisdom, Creating our Future; Celebration of Learning & Community 

Contact the Elim office by February 18 if you would like to attend. 

PETALUMA DAY LABOR INITIATIVE 

Since our well-received event at the Sheraton in September, our focus has been on the day laborers.  

Through two anonymous donations from Elim's congregation, we hired workers for two Rebuilding 

Together Petaluma projects in October, landscaping and repairing homes of elderly in need.  Rebuilding 

Together was very impressed with their skills and work ethic and hope to continue to use them. 

Elece Hempel, executive director of Petaluma People Services Center, fiscal sponsor of PDLI, has been 

meeting with a coalition of day labor centers in Sonoma County.  A grant proposal has been submitted to 

the County to fund training of labor organizers and hire a labor organizer for Petaluma for five months. 

If the grant is received, the PDLI Steering Committee will begin a fundraising campaign to retain the 
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Leadership Team Meetings are open 
to the congregation except for 

Executive Meetings.  The full minutes 
are posted in Fellowship Hall or are 

available at the church office. 

labor organizer after the five months.  Our short-term goal is to develop leadership within the day 

laborer population.  Our Mission is to ensure that Day Laborers are treated with justice and dignity, that 

their human and civil rights are respected, and that they are recognized as important contributing 

members or our community. 

For more information, contact Judy Peterson. 

GRATITUDE 
It is so good to hear from you and thank you so very much for all of your prayers and support. Our big 

thank you to all our friends at Elim Lutheran for their love and prayer support to our families, youth 

ministry and school. God bless you so very much. We look forward to seeing you this fall when we come 

to the US. 

- James Kaphizi, New Life Band in Arusha, Tanzania 

ELIM REGISTRY 
BAPTISMS 

Grace Elanor Martinez and Joseph William Nicolas Martinez, children of Roy and Barbara, were 

baptized on January 25, 2015. 

DEATH 

A memorial service for Sue Bucci was held at Elim on January 3, 2015. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING SUMMARY  

December 10, 2014 
Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Ben Barnes, Vice President; 

Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Audrey Norman, Phil Sorensen 

(Secretary pro tem), Peter Labberton, and Pastor Bill Wessner. 

LT.10.12.1  The meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime - President, with Phil Sorensen filling in as 

Secretary Pro Tem at 7:05pm. 

LT.10.12.2  Audrey Norman shared her faith formation journey. 

LT.10.12.3 (MC)  A motion was made and carried to adopt the agenda as proposed by unanimous 

consent. 

LT.10.12.4 (MC)  The minutes from November were discussed and amended.  They were then approved 

as amended. 
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Attendance Stats 

 
Jan. 4 Jan. 11 Jan. 18 Jan. 25 Average weekly 

attendance 8:30am 59 91 57 71 

10:30am 84 88 79 122 Jan. 2015 163 

Week total 143 179 136 193 Jan. 2014 146 

 Financial Stats 

REGULAR GIVING This Fiscal Year Budget Variance 

 Month of December $37,518  $36,000  $1,518  

 Year-to-date 

 
$170,288  $179,000  ($8,712) 

  

SPECIAL ORDER FOR DECEMBER 10 - MEETING WITH CALL COMMITTEE 

LT met with the Call Committee and discussed three key areas: 

1. Deciding upon the type of pastorate that we are calling - solo pastor or lead pastor.  LT's vision is for 

a dynamic, growing church, and sees a community that has potential for such growth, therefore 

preferring a lead pastor. 

2. Guidance on the compensation package to be offered, according to Synod guidelines. 

3. Identifying LT's Top 10 Ministry Tasks for the new pastor, using section 11 of the ministry profile 

from the Synod with assistance from Synod representative Pr. Jose Luis. 

LT.10.12.5  The Treasurer's report was given by Chuck Wolf.  Please refer to the posted Financial Report. 

LT.10.12.6  The Personnel Committee will be meeting next week to discuss three applicants for the High 

School Youth position. 

LT.10.12.7 (MC)  The resolution committing employee evaluations and pay recommendations to the 

Personnel Committee was approved by unanimous consent. 

LT.10.12.8 (MC)  The resolution authorizing the hiring of a part-time office worker for Jan. to May, 2015 

was approved. 

LT.10.12.9 (MC)  The resolution delegating authority to appoint a scholarship committee was approved 

by unanimous consent.  Peter Labberton will represent the LT. 

LT.10.12.10 (MC)  The resolution regarding Pastor's housing allowance was approved by unanimous 

consent. 

LT.10.12.11 (MC)  The resolution committing a congregational audit committee was approved by 

unanimous consent. 

LT.10.12.12  The Finance Team has started the budget process and with guidance from the LT will gather 

requests from staff and ministry teams.  Further discussions will be held in Feb. at the LT meeting with a 

final budget approval by the April LT meeting. 

LT.10.12.13  Kevin provided 

an update on membership 

rules and procedures and the 

LT members will provide 

feedback by email. 

Pastor Bill led the LT in the 

Lord's Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:33pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phil Sorensen 
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FINANCIAL REPORT       

              Regular Offering:  Month of December                             Regular Offering: Year-to-Date 
 

Unrestricted Funds 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, rent from the preschool and other groups; we use to 

pay salaries and or operating expenses. 

December 2014 Actual Budget Variance 
Income $42,195 $39,045 $3,150 

Expenses $28,367 $26,414 $1,953 

Net Increase $13,828 $12,631 $1,197 

Operating Reserve:  $103,481 
The operating reserve consists of unrestricted liquid assets that provide liquidity for daily operations 

and can be used to meet unexpected and unbudgeted expenses. 

Giving to Outside Charities, June – December 2014 

Second Mile Giving / Change the World   Jesus Stocking 
 

June: Bali Bunk Beds $562.97  COTS $250 

July: SF Night Ministry $209.73  ELCA World Hunger $740 

August: Lutheran Disaster Response $642.34  Hospice of Petaluma $25 

September: California Lutheran Univ. $115.93  Little Shepherd Preschool $115 

October: Rwanda School Project $970.04  Lutheran Disaster Response $450 

November: Lutheran Social Services $396.12  Lutheran Social Services $25 

December: Pacific Lutheran Theo. Sem. $174.07  Mexico Mission Trip $340 

Other   Petaluma Bounty $40 

Eglah’s family (some from other churches) $7,791.05  Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $85 

New Life School/Band/Scholarships $6,050  Rwanda School $25 

Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $25    

Rwanda School (extra gift) $25    

ELCA World Hunger $40    

Thanksgiving offering to COTS $278    
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WORSHIP NOTES 

READINGS 

On the Sundays through May we will utilize the Narrative Lectionary to follow the sweep of the biblical 

story, from Creation through the early Christian church.  The texts show the breadth and variety of 

voices within Scripture.  They invite people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 

prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  Listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching 

and the life of faith. 

 

February 1:  Treasure in Heaven 
Matthew 6:7-21 ‒ Lord’s prayer, treasure in heaven  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 20:7   

 

 

 
 

February 8:  Feeding 5,000 
Matthew 14:13-33 ‒  Feeding the 5,000, walking on the sea 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 95:1-5 

 
 

February 15:  Bearing the Cross   
Matthew 16:24 - 17:8 ‒ Passion prediction, bearing the cross, Transfiguration 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 41:7-10 

 

 

February 18 (Ash Wednesday):  Who is the Greatest?   
Matthew 18:1-9 ‒ Debate about who is the greatest, become like a child; if your right 

hand causes sin cut it off 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 146:7c-10 or 51:1-3 

 

 

February 22:  Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:15-35 ‒ Church discipline, forgiving 70 times 7, parable of unforgiving 

servant  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 32:1-2  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

February 1:  open / February 8:  open / February 15:  Wyrick / February 22:  McCloud 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Joanne Athearn 8 Cynthia Griffith 14 Joseph Hanson-Hirt 23 Joy Jensen  

3 Andy Christiansen 
 

Darren Shaw 
 

Jane Rabbitt 
 

Annie Simon 

 
Blaine Clemmens 

 
Steve Tasselmyer 15 Steve Stimel 24 Mike Pesutich 

 
Grace Martinez 9 Natalie Herman 16 Carissa Pisors 

 
Tammie Pisors 

4 Bettie Finkbohner 
 

Anita Kelly 17 Joey Earley 
 

Kevin Prime 

 
Lucas Prime 

 
John Scott 

 
Harmony Jensen 25 Ben Barnes 

 
Mary Wyrick 10 Kayla Jensen McMinn 

 
Shirley Leeburg 

 
Aubrey Forsberg 

5 Karina Koagedal 
 

John Schempf 18 Logan Baswell 26 Lesley Haddock 

 
Albert Moonsammy 11 Tasha Garibaldi 

 
Joy Carter 

 
Becky Schuerman Choi  

 
Karen West 

 
Keenan Horne 

 
Catherine Winters 28 Brian Crosby 

6 David Norman 
 

Ellen Yant 19 Jack Micco 
 

James Offner 

 
Kathy Reinhard 12 Max Inciardi 

 
Maddie Wagner 

 
Marian Olsen 

  
13 Del Rosenthal 22 Brynn Bailey 

  

     

Cathleen Cannon 
 

  

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Dan Widger, Call Committee Chair 

callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org 

Sue Whitney, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/elimlutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elimpetaluma  

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church                  Come and See February 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
Deadline for College Care 
Package donations 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 

9:40am Morning 
Meditation (Fireside Rm) 

2  
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

3  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park) 

5pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

4  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 

6:30pm Confirmation II 
(Room 10) 

5  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

6  7  

8  
9:40am Confirmation II 
Service Project Sunday 
(side room of Fellowship 
Hall) 

9  
Preschool closed 

7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

10  
12pm Esther Circle (Bohn) 

6:30pm Call Committee 
(nursery) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

11  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 

6pm High School Youth 
Group (kitchen) 

7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

12  
12pm Grace Friendship 
Circle (back of church) 

6:30pm Women of Faith 
& Fellowship (Fireside Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

13  14  
9-11am Aebleskiver 
Breakfast 

 

15  Source Deadline 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 

 

16  
Office and preschool 
closed 

7pm Elizabeth Circle 
(West) 

7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

17  
5:30pm Personnel 
Committee (Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

18 Ash Wednesday 

2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 

6pm Spaghetti Dinner 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Ash Wednesday 
Service 

19  
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

6:30pm Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

20  21  
10:15am Healing Prayer 
session (office) 

6pm Troop 9 Tri-Tip & 
Pasta Feed (Fellowship 
Hall) 

 

22  
11:45am Thrivent 
Workshop - Retire Wisely 
(Choir Room)  

 

 

 
  

23 
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

24 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

 

25  
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 

5:30pm Chancel Choir 
(Choir Room) 

6pm Soup Supper 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Wednesday Service 

26  
6:30pm Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 

27 
6-8pm Friday Night Happy 
Hours Crafting (Room 2 or 
side room) 

 

28  

 



2015 Mexico House Building Mission Trip 

Elim’s Mexico House Building 
Mission Trip is arranged through 
Amor Ministries in San Diego that 
has built homes for over 30 years, 
impacting more than 17,000 
families in Mexico. 

This year, Elim will be sending 24 Elim members and friends to 
Mexico on March 23 - 28. This will undoubtedly be a life-changing 
experience for each one. It will also make a significant impact on the 
lives of the family who will receive a new home. 

Each participant pays for a portion of their expenses, but fundraising 
is also necessary. Donations are needed for: 

• Transportation costs: van rentals, fuel 

• Food: en route and to bring to the campsite  

• Building materials: purchased by Amor 
Ministries in Mexico with the money we raise prior to our trip 

• Lodging: 2 nights stay at a Lutheran church in San Diego 

Even if you are unable to physically go on this mission trip, you are 
invited to participate in spirit through prayer for the team and 
recipient families, financial donations, and support.  THANK YOU! 

All donations are tax deductible. Elim’s tax ID: 94-2453281. 

If you would like to see highlights of our trip, share your email with 
us and we will send you a link to view the photos of our trip with 
pictures of the completed home! (See Elim’s website for images from past 

years: www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-building-mission-2015.html) 

Email address:_________________________________________ 

Mark your calendars for the  fundraiser 
at Elim Lutheran Church on March 1 from 9am until 12:30pm! 

Help Build a House in Mexico by “Sponsoring” 

a Part of the Building Process  

 

Building Materials 
Unit 
Cost 

 #  Total 

Roof $250 x    

Wall $100 x    

Door with Knob $100 x    

Window $75 x    

Spool of Baling Wire $50 x    

Bag of Cement $20 x    

Roll of Felt Paper $15 x    

Roll of Chicken Wire $15 x    

Bucket of Stucco $10 x    

Can of Nails $5 x    

Use as Needed (any amount appreciated)      

Total      

 
Name:   
 
Team member you are supporting:  __________________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to Elim Lutheran, note “Mexico Mission” in the 
memo.  Place your check and this form in the folder on the Mexico bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall; in the offering plate; or mail to 504 Baker Street, 
Petaluma, CA 94952.   

You may also donate online at elimpetaluma.org and click on the “Donate 
Now” link to donate to the Mexico Mission Trip Fund. Please be sure to enter 
the name of the team member you are supporting so they can thank you! 

Questions?  Call (707) 762-4081  
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