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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

EASTER MORNING TREATS 
To celebrate Easter, we invite people to bring special treats to enhance our 

normal “coffee hour” treats.  Donations of coffee cake, muffins, fresh fruit, etc. 

will be greatly appreciated.   

ELIM SCHOLARSHIP  

The Elim Scholarship Committee is happy to announce the opening of the application period for 

potential Elim Scholarship applicants.  Any student who is pursuing higher education and training and 

has not received a prior Elim Scholarship is eligible to apply.  The Elim Scholarship is a tangible way for 

the Elim Community to provide financial and spiritual support to scholars in our community.  We 

would love for that person to be you. 

Applications will be available on the Elim website on April 1.  All applications must be emailed to 

elim@elimpetaluma.org or mailed to the church office no later than May 1, 2015. 

Scholarship recipients will be recognized and awards will be distributed at a special ceremony at the 

10:30am service on Sunday, June 14.  We ask that any recipient make every effort to be there to accept it.   

If you have any questions about the Elim Scholarship, please contact the church office. 

Elim Scholarship Fund 
We are sitting at the edge of Spring and thoughts of graduations.  With that, the Elim Scholarship 

Committee starts to gather speed as we gear up to award scholarships to qualifying members who are 

pursuing post-secondary education.  These scholarships come from the Elim Scholarship Fund which is 

funded through the generous contributions of the Elim family.  The Scholarship Committee would like 

to encourage everyone to consider the Scholarship Fund as a ministry worth supporting. 

Those who are interested in contributing to this continuing scholarship fund are invited to make 

donations ‐ make checks payable to “Elim” and put in offering basket or send to the church office.  Or 

you may find electronic giving an easier way to make contributions to the Scholarship Fund; visit 

www.elimpetaluma.org, click on the donation button and then scroll down to the Scholarship Fund.  

You can either use an existing Simply Giving account by signing in, or pay by credit card or electronic 

transfer from your bank account.  You can even set up monthly gifts to this fund as well as other funds. 

Call the church office if you need any assistance. 

Thank you for your continuing contribution to the future of our congregation. 

-Elim Scholarship Committee 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

Circles 
Are you interested in going to a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact the Circle 

Chair and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when they each 

meet.   



elimpetaluma.org        APRIL 2015  |  PAGE  3  

 Grace Friendship (Anita Kelly) meets on the 2nd Thursday (April 9) of each month at 12pm in the 

back of the sanctuary.  Pastor Bill will lead the Bible study this month.   

 Elizabeth (Susan Rodkin) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month; next meeting will be on 

April 20, 7pm, at Julie Kerney’s home.  

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon; next meeting will be on 

April 14 at Vivian Tasselmyer’s home.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Most Sundays at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Prayer shawls are given to people experiencing hardships so that they may know that they are embraced 

by God and Elim during difficult times.  Anyone currently working on knitting/crocheting a shawl or 

would like to do so is invited to join others in the Fellowship Hall between services to stitch & chit-chat.  

We have plenty of yarn to go around and are willing to teach anyone who wants to learn. 

Crafting Ministry 
Our crafting contingent of creative Christians has been having too much fun.  We thank everyone for all 

the generous donations, especially Tim Williamson, Nancy Clarke, Robin Butts, Fran Wilson, just to 

name a few.  

Among these gifts was a large quantity of Easter items.  We worked our magic and transformed these 

into home decor of amazing quality.  Easter items typically don't sell well in the fall (Bazaar time) so we 

hosted our first,  no price tag "free will" donation/offering table to support our current ministries:  

Detroit Youth Gathering, Mexico House Building trip, and the Elim Scholarship Fund. 

We also had the pleasure of donating some of our crafts to the Childhood Diabetes Fundraiser in March. 

If your nonprofit is in need of a donation please contact Diane Deardorff and we will be honored to help 

your cause. 

The craft room 2 will be open on Sunday mornings; drop by and see what's happening.  

Wish list:  men's dress shirts for aprons, glue sticks, maps, any kind of paint - house, acrylic, or water 

colors. 

Next Crafters’ Happy Hours on Friday, April 24, 6-8pm.  We have a lot of projects to work on or bring 

your own.  Come join us for crafting, conversation, and cuisine - treats are always welcome. 

If you want to be added to the crafters email list for special events and tutorials send Diane Deardorff a 

text or email. 

Women of Faith & Fellowship 
Thursday, April 9, 6:30pm, Fireside Room 

Women of Faith & Fellowship meets on the second Thursday of the month for an hour at 6:30pm in the 

Fireside Room (church office).  We often use podcasts from the Women of the ELCA’s boldcafe.org as the 

basis for our discussion, but occasionally bring in guest speakers and are always open to new ideas.  The 

group welcomes women of all ages as another way to connect with one another and discuss faith-based 

topics.  If you would like to be included on the email list to receive reminders and topics for upcoming 

WoFF meetings, contact Lana Reuter. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Saturday, April 11, 8am in the kitchen 

Elim men meet every second Saturday at 8am for an hour of manly breakfasting and to plan occasional 

projects.  April 11 is the start of the high school group's 27-hour hunger lock-in.  In addition to feeding 

ourselves, we will be serving them their last breakfast before their fast starts at 9am.  Contact Brian 

Crosby for more info. 

RELAY FOR LIFE PLANNING MEETING 
First team meeting:  April 19, 11:45am, Choir Room 

This will be an exciting Relay for Life this year on August 29-30 as it will be 

held on an all-weather track at Petaluma High School and Nancy Clarke 

will be a walking machine with her new knee!  To make this a successful 

fundraiser for the American Cancer Society, we need to think of innovative 

fundraising concepts.  Please join us on Sunday, April 19, to kick around 

some ideas. 

BAKER STREET GARDEN 

If you would like to be involved in Elim’s community garden, please meet there on April 4 to work on 

preparing the planting beds and possible planting.  If you would like to join our small group of people, 

we would appreciate the help.  Some possibilities:  water one day a week for a month during the spring 

to fall months, prune or weed, and plant.  Please contact Cynthia and Walt Griffith. 

IRRIGATION FIXES, LANDSCAPE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Thanks to members of the Esther Circle, diners who enjoyed the Aebleskiver breakfast, and people who 

have generously contributed to the garden fund, we are working to improve the landscaping.  This 

spring our first main task was to hire a landscape professional to fix the irrigation system, making it 

easier to maintain the property.  By the time you read this, repairs to the majority of the system should 

be complete. 

Landscape maintenance is, of course, a continual task, and many members of the congregation are 

unaware that the vast majority of the landscape work at Elim is accomplished by just a handful of 

volunteers.  Because many hands make the work lighter, and the results more beautiful, we’d love to 

have additional assistance—either on an ongoing basis, or whenever the spirit moves you to share your 

time and talents. 

Since there’s typically no specific timing to yard work, you may find that it’s an easy way to volunteer if 

you have a busy schedule.  Any number of hours are welcome; there’s always something to do!  Contact 

Julie Prime, or the office, for details. 

All donations made to “Elim’s Garden Club Fund” will be used for landscaping expenses. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

GODLY PLAY UPDATE  

In March, we had a wonderful time exploring the Mystery of 

Easter!  We spent a lot of time talking about Lent and preparing 

ourselves for Easter.  In April, we'll be presenting some new 

lessons including stories about Communion and the Holy Trinity.  

In our Godly Play sessions, we play with the language of God and 

God’s People: our sacred stories, parables, liturgical actions, and 

silence.  Through this powerful language, our wonderings, and the 

community of players gathered together, we hear the deepest 

invitation of all:  an invitation to come play with God. 

During "work" time, the children have continued to be enthusiastic 

about creating with recycled materials and painting.  Beading is 

also a favorite "work" activity.  Thank you for all the donations to 

our program!  We always welcome clean recycled materials such as 

toilet paper tubes, paper towel rolls, plastic berry baskets, and egg 

cartons.  (Egg cartons make excellent containers for holding paint 

and glue during "work" time.)  We also go through a lot of scotch 

tape in class each week.  Due to the popularity of o ur new finger 

painting station, we are also in need of washable finger paints.  

It has been a successful year so far and we are looking forward to more new lessons in May! 

For more information about Godly Play, please contact Amy Malaise. 

APRIL CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, April 15, 6:30pm:  Confirmation II (grades 7-8) in Room 10 

Sunday, April 19, 9:40am:  Confirmation I (grades 5-6) in Room 10 with Mr. P 

FROM OUR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH LEADER 
Hi everybody!  April is a busy month for the High School Youth Group!  

April 11-12:  27-Hour Fast and Lock-In:   The lock-in will start at 8:30am on April 11 with a wonderful 

breakfast in the kitchen courtesy of the Men’s Ministry and the fast will begin at 9am.  We will be busy 

during the lock-in having fun, watching a movie, and learning about hunger in the country and around 

the world.  The youth will prepare a Hunger Banquet to share with the congregation at 11:45am on April 

12.  The goal of the Hunger Banquet is to raise awareness 

of world hunger.  Tickets in advance or at the door will 

cost $5.  The proceeds from the tickets will go to Redwood 

Empire Food Bank. 

 

VBS 2015! 
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Wednesdays:  Weekly youth meetings will continue in April.  The meetings take place at 6:30-8pm in my 

office except for a few game nights where we will meet in the church.  Upcoming themes: 

 April 1:  Telephone – discussion about communication 

 April 8:  Hunger Banquet planning 

 April 15:  Blow pop necklaces – discussion about “I” statements 

 April 22:  Real-life Clue 

 April 29:  Time – discussion about competition vs. helping others 

Detroit Youth Gathering News 
We now have 10 Elim members going to the Youth Gathering in Detroit: 7 youth and 3 adults!  We are 

very excited to join 30,000 Lutheran youth to see how God works in Detroit.  We have a lot of 

fundraising to do before we leave.  

• Doughnuts for Detroit will continue on most Sunday mornings beginning at 9:30am.  

• Save the date for a Motown Dinner on May 2!  Each table will be decorated in different car 

themes and Motown music will be played in the background.  We will also have a musical chairs 

competition and a silent auction.  Watch for more information! 

• We are also planning a Trivia Game Night at the end of May.  Please watch for more details on 

that as well. 

• If you cannot make it to any of those fundraisers but would still like to donate the trip, we are 

taking sponsorships.  Make checks out to “Elim” and mark them as “Youth Gathering 

Scholarship”. 

April is going to be filled with fun and amazing activities!  For any questions, ideas, or comments, you 

can reach me at sarah@elimpetaluma.org. 

Blessings, 

Sarah Labberton 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum 
Every Sunday at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

In The Year of Living Biblically, A.J. Jacobs chronicles his hilarious and thoughtful year spent obeying ‒ as 

literally as possible ‒ the tenets of the Bible.  Join in on our Sunday morning discussions of this enjoyable 

read.  Even if you don’t have time to read the book, you are still invited to sit in on this lively Adult 

Forum.  (The Sonoma County Library has the eAudiobook available online.  It is also available in eBook 

format from the usual sources.) 

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the week’s Bible readings.   

 

 

mailto:sarah@elimpetaluma.org
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Healing Prayer Sessions 
Saturday, April 18 in the Fireside Room (504 Baker St); 1st appointment at 10:15am 

Meditative healing is offered on the third Saturday of each month when members of the Healing Prayer 

Ministry will be available to pray for you through a series of steps that they will talk to you about as they 

go through the process.  Call the office to schedule an appointment. 

OUTREACH 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The April recipient will be the ELCA 

Malaria Campaign.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the 

back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute. 

World Malaria Day is April 25, offering us an opportunity to do something significant for the ELCA 

Malaria Campaign.  Five years ago the ELCA started this campaign, dreamed big with our Lutheran 

companion churches and partners, and set out to raise $15 million by 2015 for programs to fight malaria. 

The time to make this dream a reality is now. 

More than 2 million people have been empowered by Lutheran malaria programs to change their lives 

for the better.  The work of the ELCA Malaria Campaign stretches throughout 13 countries in Africa.  We 

have a chance, working with our Lutheran companion churches and partners, to fully fund the rest of 

these programs and reach our goal for the ELCA Malaria Campaign.  But we can’t do this alone. 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign has already raised over 90 percent of their goal.  If we join together during 

this special time, we have the opportunity to reach the $15 million mark, hopefully by the end of World 

Malaria Week, and enough to fully fund the rest of our country programs.  If we don’t reach our goal, 

malaria programs will not be able to be fully 

funded.  The time is now.  Together, we can 

make a lasting impact!   

We will collect donations for the Malaria 

Campaign throughout April but emphasize 

giving on our World Malaria Sunday on April 

26.  KIDS:  Pick up coloring pages on Easter 

Sunday and bring completed pictures on 

April 12 to decorate the bulletin board! 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, April 7, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the Westside Pantry on 

Thursday, April 16, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 

5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high 

school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be included in the 

reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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FANNY PACK MINISTRY 
Deadline for donations:  Sunday, May 3  

Sort, assemble, & deliver:  Friday, May 8 

Elim will again be providing "Fanny Packs" to about 200 homeless children and adults of Petaluma.  We 

are doing this again as part of the Join Hands Day project which is supported by Thrivent Financial.  We 

need your donations of toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, combs, tissues, lotions, dental floss, as 

well as children's items such as crayons, stickers, small activity books, hair ties, flash cards, matchbox 

cars, etc.  

Please ask your dentists and others in the community for the items and there will be a box in the 

Welcome Area to collect the items.  If you would like to donate money for us to purchase any of the 

items, please leave your donation in the container in the same area.  Donations need to be here by 

Sunday, May 3. 

We'll need to borrow several laundry baskets to do the sorting also. They will be returned to you after 

we finish the packing.  Please help sort and count the donations on Sunday, May 3, in the Fellowship 

Hall between 9am and noon.  We will then assemble and deliver the actual packs on Friday, May 8, 

beginning at 9am. 

We do this in cooperation with COTS and all of the recipients have been so grateful to receive this useful 

gift prior to Mother’s Day.  You too will be blessed with your participation in this ministry.  Please let 

Nancy L. Clarke know if you can help on May 8. 

COTS + MENTOR ME PETALUMA JOIN FORCES 
Q&A Event on April 22, 5-6:30pm 

COTS and Mentor Me are teaming up to ensure that every at risk child in our community has a mentor.  

They need 80 caring adults to help us prevent homelessness and provide connection for our kids.  Can 

you help?  Join them at a Mentor Me Q&A event Wednesday, April 22, 5-6:30pm, at the Cavanagh 

Center (826 8th Street, Petaluma). 

At COTS, their vision is to end homelessness for families, and job #1 is to prevent homelessness for the 

next generation of children in our community.  Mentors can help prevent homelessness for kids.  We 

know from the research into adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) that mentors can play a key role in 

helping kids to build resilience.  Resilience is the most important factor in a child’s ability to overcome 

obstacles to reaching their highest potential.  Resilience is also the most important factor in ensuring that 

at-risk kids don’t use negative coping strategies that lead to disease, dysfunction, and homelessness later 

in life. 

Learn more about mentoring: www.mentormepetaluma.org 

Learn more about COTS: www.cots-homeless.org 

PETALUMA BOUNTY FARM 

As the season kicks in, more hands will be needed at the Petaluma Bounty Farm.  To volunteer, all you 

need to do is email Lennie Larkin, Farm Manager, at farm@petalumabounty.org  to let her know you're 

going to try to make it out here.  Wear closed-toed shoes, bring a water bottle, and show up at the start 

time so that all can gather!  You don't need to bring any tools, kids are welcome, and if you need to take 

http://www.cots-homeless.org/
mailto:farm@petalumabounty.org
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off early that's just fine.  There will be projects available for all ages and abilities.  Typical work days 

right now are on Saturday mornings and Wednesday afternoons. 

5th Annual Petaluma Bounty Plant Sale 
Sunday, April 26, 9am-2pm 

There will be more than 3,000 plants for sale on April 26 at the Bounty Community Farm, located at 55 

Shasta Avenue.  With over 25 varieties of affordably priced, sustainably raised vegetables and select 

herbs to choose from, as well as a sampling of perennials and native plants – everyone is sure to find a 

good deal for their green thumb! 

There will be popular favorites including New Girl tomatoes and Sungolds along with cherry, slicer and 

heirloom tomatoes, hot and sweet peppers, eggplant, onions, leeks, herbs, lettuce, chard, kale, specialty 

greens, cabbage, broccoli, melons, winter and summer squash, beans and flowers!  Veggie seedlings 

ready for planting will start at $2, and perennials will be priced individually.  Come find varieties that 

work well in your micro-climate and share in the knowledge of Petaluma Bounty’s farm staff, Master 

Gardeners, and The Petaluma Garden Club. 

New for 2015, Petaluma Bounty will host local CSA farmers and farmers’ market managers so you can 

meet some of our local farm heroes, learn about joining a CSA (box subscription), and what is new at our 

local farmers’ markets. 

Farm tours will be held at 10am and 11am.  Live music by Dana Allen & Scott Hampton, 9:30-11:30am. 

ELIM REGISTRY 
During the 10:30am service on March 22 we welcomed three new members into the 

congregation:  Bob and Mette Wong and Sigrun Gessler.  We are so happy you 

joined our family! 

GRATITUDE 
A church relies on volunteers and many go about their jobs without recognition.  Here is a list of people 

the Office Manager has caught doing good deeds:  John Hanrahan used a lot of elbow grease to clean the 

stove in February, and Mary Wyrick got another layer off in March.  Becky Garibaldi reorganized our 

kids’ activity bags into themes and the kids caught on quickly with their weekly favorites.  Mary Wyrick 

and Karen Pesutich polished the altar’s silver pieces proving that they are indeed silver, not green.  Julie 

Prime, George & Kathy Matt, Mike Andrus, Brian Tolson, Lynn Harenberg-Miller, and Dave 

Bachman have spent many hours working on trimming, weeding, and beautifying the grounds in 

preparation for future landscaping work.  Dolores Frey McCloud, Marian Olsen, and Paul Behringer 

have been organizing Rooms 1 and 3 for use by outside groups.  And Lynn Harenberg-Miller pops in 

for cleaning and decorating projects.  Thanks to all of you for seeing a need and jumping in to make it 

happen! 
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Thank you all for supporting me in my efforts in raising money for the Saint Bernard Project for my 

senior project.  All of your donations were greatly appreciated. 

-Hailey Skanderson 

Thanks to all of my Elim family who sent cards, phone calls, prayers, food, flowers, and visits following 

my knee replacement surgery.  All of your good wishes and prayers have assisted in the recovery 

process.  I am doing well at this point and will continue to improve with my commitment to a strenuous 

physical therapy regime.  I’ve got to get ready to do all of my laps at our Relay for Life! 

-Nancy Clarke 

The Call Committee would like to thank all of those who took the time to give the committee your 

thoughts on what the congregation wants in a new pastor.  It was a pleasure reading your ideas and 

listening to those who talked to us in person.  Now we can move on to the next steps in our challenge to 

find the perfect pastor for Elim.  We know that she or he is out there.   

Thank you all, 

-Call Committee 

The Worship and Planning Committee would like to thank all those wonderful soup makers for 

Wednesday Lenten soup suppers:  Gene and Dolores McCloud, the Grace and Esther Circles, Mary 

Wyrick and Emily Hennigan, Sheldon Gen and the Youth, the New Orleans Team, and all those we may 

have missed for all the wonderful soup.  Thank you to all who shared in this fellowship.  Please let 

anyone on the committee know if you have any ideas for improvement or any comments.  We want your 

input. 

The Worship and Planning Committee 

Pastor Bill, Cathe Kiler, Audrey Norman, Brian Tolson, Vicki Olivas Navarro, and Athena Labberton 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
As part of the Leadership Team's ongoing efforts to communicate with the congregation about our 

congregational life, I'd like to take an opportunity to inform every one of recent developments in the area 

of financial management within the congregation. 

During our pastoral transition, one of the focus areas for the Leadership Team has been to review the 

governance and operation of the congregation in light of current best practices in the ELCA and other 

nonprofit organizations, and to take appropriate steps to help ensure that our congregation's financial 

and legal status is aligned with our mission and goals and both sound and transparent enough to hold 

the confidence of our members and pastoral candidates.  There are a number of activities underway at 

the moment in this focus area: 

 Congregational Audit 

 Financial Accountability Resolution 

 Modernizing our Banking 

 Updating our Investment Strategy 

 Assisting Fundraisers 
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Congregational Audit.  Some of you are aware that Elim's Audit Committee is conducting an audit of 

the congregation's finances. The audit currently underway is a regular internal audit, which is a review 

of the congregation's financial records and procedures for the previous fiscal year by Elim's own Audit 

Committee and for Elim's internal purposes.  The Audit Committee is following a manual for 

congregational audits supplied by the ELCA. The audit report will give the congregation a basis for 

concluding whether Elim's financial records are accurate and will highlight any areas where Elim's 

financial procedures require improvement.  Our constitution has required the election of an Audit 

Committee since at least as far back as 2000, and the ELCA recommends congregations perform internal 

audits annually.  Since the congregation has not undertaken an internal audit in recent years, this may 

appear to be a new thing, but it is a regular and healthy part of congregational life in the ELCA. 

Financial Accountability Resolution.   In January, the Leadership Team adopted a continuing resolution 

related to the organization of financial authority and responsibility within the congregation.  Continuing 

resolutions are part of the corporate bylaws of our congregation and express ongoing congregational 

policies.  In this continuing resolution, the Leadership Team established a framework where the 

Leadership Team, as the corporate board of directors, is responsible for enacting financial policies; the 

treasurer, as chief financial officer of the congregation, has responsibility and authority to give those 

policies effect; and the Finance Team is formally defined as a management team that reports exclusively 

to the Treasurer and helps the Treasurer carry out the responsibilities of the office.  Since members of the 

Finance Team may be asked to carry out aspects of the Treasurer's responsibilities, membership on the 

Finance Team requires confirmation by the Leadership Team.  A key element of this accountability 

framework is that only the Leadership Team acting as a body can give the treasurer directives, and only 

the treasurer can direct the actions of members of the Finance Team.  No individual leader in the 

congregation, whether pastor or officer or LT member, can order a volunteer or member of the staff to 

carry out a financial transaction at variance with the instructions of the Treasurer, who is accountable to 

the Leadership Team on a monthly basis for faithfully executing the congregation's policies. 

Modernizing our Banking.  Treasurer Chuck Wolf, the Finance Team, and I have been working with 

various groups within the congregation (particularly Little Shepherd Lutheran Preschool, the 

Endowment Committee, and Elim Lutheran Church Women) and with Exchange Bank to simplify the 

day-to-day banking procedures of the congregation.  We have decided to consolidate all banking at 

Exchange Bank and to obtain online banking privileges with Exchange Bank.  Exchange Bank met with 

Chuck and me recently and agreed to waive check-processing fees for Elim, saving us probably $700 or 

more in fees per year, and we expect by the time you read this to have online banking enabled to help 

expedite our internal banking activities. We have also opened an arrangement with Western Union that 

will allow us to send our mission support to New Life Ministries in Tanzania for about half the overhead 

cost of what Exchange Bank is able to provide. 

Updating our Investment Strategy.  The Leadership Team has responsibility for the overall investment 

program of the congregation, and we have reviewed our congregation's portfolio of liquid assets. Taking 

into account all of the congregation's accounts, which include Little Shepherd and the Endowment Fund, 

Elim currently has over half a million dollars of assets held in checking and money market accounts that 

earn rates of interest near 0%, far lower than the rate of inflation of about 2.7%, which means that they 

are losing value over time. The Leadership Team believes that under current financial conditions holding 

the money in such accounts is no longer prudent.  We believe that an investment strategy that is 

designed to meet today's financial environment would be more likely to preserve the value of our assets 

and to give Elim an additional source of funds at a time when our budget is under strain. The 
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Leadership Team Meetings are open 
to the congregation except for 

Executive Meetings.  The full minutes 
are posted in Fellowship Hall or are 

available at the church office. 

Leadership Team will present its specific plan for updating our investment strategy to the congregation 

at this year's annual meeting (May 17). 

Assisting Fundraisers.  The Leadership Team has begun working with groups doing fundraising within 

the congregation to help them plan and conduct effective fundraisers that comply with the various laws 

that impact fundraising by churches.  As part of a continuing resolution passed in 2009, the Leadership 

Team has begun to actively review fundraising proposals and to approve a congregational fundraising 

calendar.  The intent of the calendar is to avoid situations where groups are competing with one another 

for the same donations.  Examples include avoiding two groups selling "take and go" food after services 

on the same day or scheduling major fundraisers too close together in time. Another purpose of the 

review is to help our ministry teams formulate their fundraising appeals in a way that will ensure tax 

deductibility for the donors. In other cases, the congregation may owe taxes such as sales tax or 

unrelated business income tax for some fundraising activities depending upon how they are undertaken.  

Some types of fundraisers are tightly regulated by the state and require state and/or municipal permits 

and other specific provisions.  The Leadership Team has recently begun working to establish appropriate 

up-front guidance for our ministry teams to help them design fundraising activities that will be as 

successful as possible in raising money for their activities, and we are consulting with outside experts 

when needed to resolve certain questions.  This will take some time to complete. In the meantime, it's 

important for groups considering fundraising activities to contact the church office (Becky) at least a 

month in advance of the planned fundraiser (and preferably during the initial planning phases, 

especially for more elaborate fundraisers) in order to get the proposal onto the fundraising calendar for 

review, approval and any additional guidance from the Leadership Team. 

This congregation has a lot going on, and finances are not always and should not be the most exciting 

part of our life together. But if they are not handled well, they have the potential to cause conflict, 

undermine the confidence of members and donors, and distract us from our real mission to "invite all 

people to grow in God and to work together to heal and transform the community in Jesus' name."  

Thank you for your continued support as we make sure that our back-office operations are aligned to 

effectively support our mission as the body of Christ. 

Peace, 

Kevin Prime, President 

For the Leadership Team 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING SUMMARIES  

February 11, 2015 
Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Ben Barnes, Vice President; Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Sue Kinsman, 

Secretary; Audrey Norman, Phil Sorensen, Peter Labberton, and Pastor Bill Wessner. 

The meeting was called to order by Kevin Prime - President and Sue Kinsman - recording at 7:03pm. 

Devotions were led by Pastor Bill. 

The agenda was adopted. 

The minutes for January 14 and February 1, 2015, were approved. 

A resolution was made by Kevin to establish unified governing documents.  The LT approved. 
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A Consent Calendar was reviewed and approved.  It will help in scheduling events, such as fundraisers. 

Kevin reported that the Synod responded to our request for a Constitutional Amendment.  They 

approved and it will be effective immediately.  See the November 9, 2015, LT minutes for details. 

Chuck Wolf gave the Treasurer's report. 

Vacation Bible School was discussed.  We need to start making announcements and recruiting 

volunteers.  The LT discussed whether or not to make the Director a paid position. 

The Regular LT meeting was closed and an Executive Session was opened by Kevin Prime. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Kinsman - Secretary 

 

February 25, 2015 
Present:  Kevin Prime, President; Chuck Wolf, Treasurer; Sue Kinsman, Secretary; Audrey Norman, Phil 

Sorensen, Peter Labberton, and Pastor Bill Wessner. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm by Kevin Prime with Sue Kinsman recording. 

1. A Resolution was approved for Kevin to be the signer on Exchange Bank.  Also, Sue Kinsman 

and Ben Barnes with Kevin as being the superuser. 

2. The rest of the meeting was devoted to reviewing the by-laws.  Kevin will develop a proposal of 

changes and resolutions to be distributed to the Congregation before the May 17 meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer at 9:45pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Kinsman – Secretary 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

            Regular Offering:  Month of February                             Regular Offering: Year-to-Date 
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Attendance Stats 

 
Mar. 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 15 Mar. 22 Average weekly 

attendance 8:30am 69 64 62 77 

10:30am 117 100 115 102 Mar. 2015 177 

Week total 186 164 177 179 Mar. 2014 157 

 Financial Stats 

REGULAR GIVING This Fiscal Year Budget Variance 

 Month of February $22,812  $23,000  ($188) 

 Year-to-date 

 
$215,201  $223,000  ($7,799) 

  

Unrestricted Funds 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, rent from the preschool and other groups; we use to 

pay salaries and or operating expenses. 

February 2015 Actual Budget Variance 
Income $27,470 $26,245 $1,225 

Expenses $33,214 $24,125 ($9,089) 

Net Increase ($5,744) $2,120 ($7,864) 

Operating Reserve:  $82,106 
The operating reserve consists of unrestricted liquid assets that provide liquidity for daily operations 

and can be used to meet unexpected and unbudgeted expenses. 

Giving to Outside Charities, June – February 2015 

Second Mile Giving / Change the World   Jesus Stocking 
 

June: Bali Bunk Beds $562.97  COTS $250 

July: SF Night Ministry $209.73  ELCA World Hunger $740 

August: Lutheran Disaster Response $642.34  Hospice of Petaluma $25 

September: California Lutheran Univ. $115.93  Little Shepherd Preschool $115 

October: Rwanda School Project $970.04  Lutheran Disaster Response $450 

November: Lutheran Social Services $396.12  Lutheran Social Services $25 

December: Pacific Lutheran Theo. Sem. $174.07  Mexico Mission Trip $340 

January :  Sister Synods $346.98  Petaluma Bounty $40 

February:  Mexico Mission Trip $728.99  Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $85 

Other   Rwanda School $25 

Eglah’s family (some from other churches) $7,791.05    

New Life School/Band/Scholarships $6,050    

Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $25  ELCA World Hunger $40 

Rwanda School (extra gift) $25  Thanksgiving offering to COTS $278 

WORSHIP NOTES 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

April 5:  Easter   

April 12:  Barnes  

April 19:  Mayo  

April 26:  McCloud 
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READINGS 

On the Sundays through May we will utilize the Narrative Lectionary to follow the sweep of the biblical 

story, from Creation through the early Christian church.  The texts show the breadth and variety of 

voices within Scripture.  They invite people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 

prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  Listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching 

and the life of faith. 

 

April 2:  Words of Institution (Maundy Thursday) 
Matthew 26:17-30 ‒ Preparing for the Last Supper, mention of betrayal, Words of 

Institution  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 116:12-15   

 

 

April 3:  Crucifixion (Good Friday) 
Matthew 27:27-61 ‒ Crucifixion; “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?”  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 22:1-2, 14-18   

 

 

 

April 5:  Easter 
Matthew 28:1-10 ‒ Resurrection, empty tomb, women encounter the rise Jesus  

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 118:19-24   

 

 

 
 

April 12:  Great Commission 
Matthew 28:16-20 ‒  Great commission, Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations 

Accompanying reading:  Psalm 40:9-10 

 
 

April 19:  Peter’s Vision 
Acts 10:1-17, 34-35 ‒ Peter’s vision shows how God cleanses people of every nation 

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 9:36-37 

 

April 26:  Paul’s Mission 
Acts 13:1-3, 14:8-18 ‒ Beginning of Paul’s mission; healing at Lystra, gospel to the 

Gentile world 

Accompanying reading:  Matthew 10:40-42  
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 Carson Roemer 11 Layla O'Connor 18 Carol Chavez 22 Kiley O'Connor 

2 Tammy Albertson 

 

Livi Stewart 

 

Emily Kvalheim 

 

Bradley Worden 

4 Blanche Lieb 

 

Marshall West 

 

Ana Power 23 Michael Wachter 

5 Marleen Smith 12 Tami Gholson 

 

Rick Villa 26 Marilyn Geney 

6 Ruth Svinth 

 

Mike Morgenlaender 19 Lucas Greschner 27 Maggie Athoe 

7 Diane Deardorff 

 

Dorine Sroufe 

 

Martha Jones 

 

Elise Matley 

 

Ashlyn Jensen Stone 13 David Haddock 

 

Alison O'Connor 

 

Joshua Sampietro 

9 Kerry Romstad 

 

Janice Swain 20 Karen Haugen 29 Kurt Pesutich 

10 Kevin Reuter 

 

Bret Winterboer 

 

Taylor McKinnie 30 Kathy Greene 

  

15 Janet Scott 21 Heather Soderquist 

 

Tiffany Tieken 

   

Doris Widger 

    

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Dan Widger, Call Committee Chair 

callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, High School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Sue Whitney, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/elimlutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elimpetaluma  

 

 

 

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church                          Come and See  April 2015 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

  1   
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Sarah’s office) 
7:15pm Handbell Choir 

2   
2pm Finance Team 
Meeting 
6:30pm Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 
7pm Maundy Thursday 
service 

3   
Preschool closed 
7pm Good Friday service 
 

4   

5   

8am Worship 
9:30am Worship 
11am Worship 

6   
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

7   
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on 
McDowell) 
5pm Women's Board 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

8   
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Sarah’s office) 
7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room)

9   
12pm Grace Friendship 
Circle (back of church) 
6:30pm Cherub Choir 
(Room 9) 
6:30pm    Women of Faith 
& Fellowship (Fireside Rm)
7pm Waves of Grace

10    11   
8am Men’s Breakfast 
(kitchen) 
9am High School 27‐Hour 
Fast and Lock‐in 
6pm Little Shepherd 
Spring Fundraiser 
(Community Center) 

12   
11:45am Hunger Banquet 

13   
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

14   
12pm Esther Circle 
(Tasselmyer) 
6:30pm    Call Committee 
(Nursery) 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

15 Source Deadline 
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm    Confirmation II 
(Room 10) 
6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Sarah’s office) 

16   
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

17    18   
10:15am Healing Prayer 
sessions (office) 

19   
9:40am Confirmation I 
(Room 10) 
11:45am Relay for Life 
Meeting (Choir Room) 
2pm Tom Uland Students' 
Piano Recital 

20   
7pm Elizabeth Circle 
(Kerney) 
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

21   
5:30pm Personnel 
Committee (Fireside 
Room) 
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

22   
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Sarah’s office) 

23   
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

24   
6‐8pm Crafters’ Happy 
Hour (Fellowship Hall) 

25   

26 Malaria Sunday 
6:30pm Hayden Dennis 
Court of Honor 

27   
7:30pm Adult Worship 
Team (Choir Room) 

28   
7pm Exploring the Story 
Bible Study (Choir Room) 

29   
2:30pm Young Adult 
Ensemble (sanctuary) 
5:30pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Sarah’s office)

30   
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am and 10:30am    Worship 

9:40‐10:25am    Faith Formation (no classes on April 5) 

8:20‐11:50am    Nursery open 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION 9:40‐10:25AM 
Godly Play (Room 6): 3yrs‐1st grade (no class 4/5) 

ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2‐4 grades (no class 
4/5) 
Adult Forum (Choir Room) 


