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This Labor Day Weekend we continue our tradition of a Church Picnic! 

On Sunday, we will have a worship service, potluck, music and 

more! Just meet us at McNear Park on the corner of F and 11th 

streets.  

Arrive at 10:30 AM for a “campy” style worship service 

in the park.  

Continue the day’s activities with the featured BBQ 

potluck picnic at 11:30 AM. Our BBQ crew (Gene and 

Rodger) will be preparing their famous entre of beef 

brisket, pork shoulder and chicken.  

Along with food, there 

will be games! So be 

ready for fun, and bring 

your kids!  

Please note that this is the first weekend 

we return to our customary worship 

service, which includes the 8:30 AM service 

which will remain at Elim.  

  

Picnic Checklist 
q Lawn chairs or blankets for worship 

q Appetite 

q Side dish or dessert for potluck (or both!) 

q Don't be trashy - bring your own dishes & 

utensils (but we'll have disposables 

available) 

q Money to donate towards the meat you eat 
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SAND CASTLES 
Last month our family was able to make it back to where I grew up, north of Baltimore, Maryland.  As a 

part of this trip we went to Ocean City, MD.  One day we were all out on the beach and I was digging a 

“pool” in the sand, surrounding it with sand castles.  The problem was, every time I would set up a sand 

castle, these little hands and feet would come along and smash them.  It was work for me to put sand in 

the bucket, flip the bucket and plop it out.  It was fun for our three-year-old to destroy.   

All of this reminded me of being in Salt Lake City, Utah and watching Buddhist Monks create a beautiful 

and quite intricate sand artwork called a Mandala.  These monks spent many hours over the course of 

the several-day conference working as a team, dropping grains of colorful sand into complex 

patterns.  What they did after the mandala was completed was compelling.  On the last day, they 

destroyed it.  They swept up the sand.  I did not see this, however something I read on the Mandala said 

that after the sand is all swept up, handfuls of it are given to its creators and the rest is then dumped into 

a river.  This same article then went on to say “They destroy it.  Why?  Because the underlying message 

of the mandala ceremony is that nothing is permanent.  All things are in flux, it says, beautiful but 

ephemeral, moving but temporary, a plateau but not a summit.  All things are called to balance and 

enlightenment and the fulfillment of the Divine image in them, yes, but in flux.  Always in flux.”  (Sister 

Joan Chittister).   

The sand castle incident kind of provided a moment of clarity for me.  It was this reminder that even 

though things don’t last, that even though things can be exhausting, that even though things seem 

unclear, that even though injustice, racism and hate continue to rear their ugly heads, that it’s good not 

to give up.  What we create matters, it is good to persist for the sake of goodness and healing, it is good 

to pursue truth, it is good to wrestle with the uncertainty, it is good to keep working and standing up for 

justice and love.  It’s good to keep filling up those sand buckets, it’s good to keep dropping those little 

grains of sand in intricate patterns, perhaps not with the hope that finally someday something might 

stick and last forever, but rather with the hope that we would live well in the present; seeing life as a gift, 

paying attention, taking care of that which is entrusted to us, stewarding all that we have well, making 

our time, moments, words, and decisions count; an invitation out of despair, apathy, and indifference 

into contemplation, action and hope. 

Text.   

Peace,   

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give 

up.”   – Galatians 6:9  
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PRESIDENT’S POST 
Dear Elim Community – 

Part I 

During the new members class I took when I joined Elim, Pastor Tim suggested that a Lego block was a little 

like life. There are only so many connecting bumps and a limited number of other blocks you can connect to 

the original block. He said, remember to leave space on your Lego for your spiritual life and God. Calling this 

“The Lego Theory of Life,” I’ve often struggled with this concept as swimming, music, teaching, movies, 

family, and friends often filled up my Lego block completely.  

When my son, Alex, began confirmation, we were asked to make even more space on our Lego block and 

VOLUNTEER at church. We did and started ushering about once a month. Not a huge commitment – about 

an hour.  Pass out bulletins, say hello to folks, take offering and count the number of people. I soon learned 

how to put a name with a face (Name tags help folks!).  I made friends and one of those friends (thank you 

Athena) encouraged me to go with her to NOLA to rebuild.  Out of that experience, I made more connections 

and friends.  I joined one of our choirs.  I joined the Women of Faith and Fellowship group, the crafting group 

and even helped with VBS and Sunday School.   

Looking back, I am so grateful that I was forced to volunteer (Thank you, Pr. Nancy).  Out of that long ago 

one-hour-a-month commitment 

I’ve experienced many blessings and have many wonderful friends. So, this month, I do encourage you to 

think about the Lego theory of life and consider volunteering an hour a month. I don’t sing exceptionally well 

and you shouldn’t purchase anything I’ve crafted, so don’t let that stop you!  No excuse! Whether during a 

worship service (ushering), after service (coffee clean-up or Sunday School assistant) or on your own time 

(weeding) there are so many places to plug-in and find a blessing.   

Part II 

As I sat down to write this month’s post, events had unfolded in Charlottesville resulting in the death of a 

young activist, Heather Heyer.  My heart aches for her and her family and I find myself sad and angry. Yet, as 

a follower of Jesus, I try to remember that there is guidance and solace when I despair and want to resort to 

hate and violence in return.   

The story of the Good Samaritan, the phrase “can any good come out of Nazareth?” both illustrate Jesus was 

well aware of hate, racism, and political divisions in his homeland.  How more amazing and revolutionary 

are his words and teachings when he declared, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, nor male or female . . .”  

In 1993, the ELCA issued a statement on race, ethnicity and culture. I encourage you to read it in full.  Here’s 

an excerpt:  

Scripture speaks of one humanity, created by God. It recounts our rebellion and enslavement to sin. Scripture tells of a 

diverse people reconciled to God through the blood of the cross, a people set free for the work of reconciliation. It heralds a 

new freedom and future in one Lord, one faith, one baptism.  

If the story of Babel is of a people scattered, the story of Pentecost is of a people called and gathered. 

A humanity enslaved to sin has been set free; a Church has been gathered in freedom. Cultural differences still matter, 

but they can be seen for what God intends—blessings rather than means of enslavement.  

Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture, August 1993 

Many Blessings, 

Lynn Harenberg-Miller    
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS  

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 
Sunday, September 10 

On September 10th Elim members will be participating in 

service around the community. We will be working alongside 

other ELCA members across the country. We have three 

different projects scheduled for the event. 

Schollenberger Park:  

Wetland Restoration and clean up at Schollenberger Park with Friends of the Wetlands.   

Time: 12-3pm 

Bring: gloves, goggles, water and sunscreen 

Cookie Baking: 

Make cookies and help put together plates to be delivered to our Elim shut-ins. Cookies made at home, 

the plates will be put together at church in the morning. 

Cookie Delivery: 

Take plates of cookies to Elim members who can’t get out and about.  These people can also help put 

together the plates of cookies. Pick up cookies at church and deliver around town. 

Food Drive: 

Lastly, we are teaming with the Redwood Empire Food Bank. We will begin this event on the 10th and it 

will continue to Reformation Sunday.  We are working to gather 500 pounds (or more) of food, to help 

relieve hunger for 82,000 people in our county.  Please watch for bags, envelopes and the bins at church 

to pitch in.  We can all do this. 

Please sign up at the table in the fellowship hall or call or email Athena Labberton at 707-696-4678, or 

athena_labberton@yahoo.com. 

MEDITATIVE HEALING PRAYER GROUP 
September 16  

We are a group that gets together and with God’s presence we pray for people’s healing.  We spend 

some time getting prepared for the healing process.  It takes about a half hour for each healing that we 

do.  If you are unable to come to the church office and live locally we will try to come to your place to 

pray.  All this is done with love and strict confidence with you. 

We hope the power of Christ will intercede in some way to make your life easier. 

The times that are available on the 3rd Saturday of the month are 10:30 and 11:00. 
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FALL FEST FAMILY FUN AT ELIM!!  
Sunday September 17, 4-630pm 

Get in the spirit of fall with some fall family fun.  Games, 

activities, and dinner will be from 4-6pm.  An optional, 

short, informal, family friendly worship service will be 

held at 6pm.  More seasonal family friendly events to 

come!   

TROOP 9, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FAIR 
September 24, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Our scouting troop, Troop 9, will be hosting their annual 

emergency preparedness fair at Walnut Park. There will 

be free hands-on demonstrations, emergency, first aid, 

and preparedness equipment, and refreshments. The first 

100 families will receive a free emergency gift. Cub 

Scouts are invited to attend, and can work on scouting 

requirements. Review the flyer on the right.   

R3 SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
September 30 

Here is a great service opportunity in our community.  Elim R3 is trying to 

gather a group of Elim people and friends to participate.  Call, email or talk to 

Athena Labberton, 696-3678 or athena_labberton@yahoo.com. We will have sign 

ups sheets in the fellowship hall. Come one, come all let's build! 

Help us build a playground in Petaluma, CA with KaBOOM!, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), The 

Miracle League North Bay, and The City of Petaluma! 

Project Information: 

Who: A total of approximately 200 volunteers from Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), The Miracle League 

North Bay, City of Petaluma, and KaBOOM!.  

**Please note - All youth under the legal working age for this state will be welcome to participate in 

youth activities but will not be able to participate in building in the construction areas.** 

When: Saturday, September 30, 2017, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Where: Lucchesi Park - 320 North McDowell Blvd. Petaluma, CA 94952 

What's Provided: Breakfast, lunch and plenty of water will be provided.  Gloves and other safety 

materials will be provided for the projects that need them.  

What to Wear: The playground build will happen rain or shine.  Please come dressed for the weather in 

clothes you don't mind getting dirty or a bit of paint/stain on.  Also closed-toe shoes are required; 

sneakers or work boots that you don't mind getting dirty are advisable. 

mailto:athena_labberton@yahoo.com
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FALL 2017 HOSPICE TRAINING  
Starting September 18, Sign up soon 

St. Joseph Health (416 Payran St, Petaluma, and 439 College Ave, Santa Rosa) is now interviewing 

applicants for the Patient Care and Grief Support Volunteer Training through April 31. You will learn 

about hospice philosophy, family dynamics, communication and listening as you prepare to support our 

hospice patients, families and grief clients. Become a part of a compassionate team providing caregiving 

and grief support services in homes and facilities throughout Sonoma and West Marin Counties. Call 

568-1094 or 778-6242 to schedule the pre-requisite interview.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW MEMBER GATHERINGS THIS FALL 

Interested in becoming a member of Elim?  Want to know more about how to get involved, what 

Lutherans believe, and what Elim is up to?  Join us for new member gatherings following 10:30am 

worship on September 24th, and October 1st, and October 8th.  For more info email Alex at 

alex@elimpetaluma.org. 

ELIM FACILITIES UPDATE  

The Elim Facilities Team met last month and started a conversation about developing an overall plan for 

the entire Elim Property, beginning with an inventory of space issues and needs.  Little Shepherd 

Preschool is highly regarded in the community and they have a waiting list, so are interested 

in expanding.  We also have some issues to address such as storage, ADA access to 

meeting rooms, flooring, and what to do with the 506 Baker Street property.  The 

506 Baker Street property is located on the other side of the Elim Church Office 

from the Sanctuary.  It has a very small house set back behind the Community 

Garden.  This house is empty and is badly deteriorating.  

The overall plan for our Elim property will be designed to meet the needs of Elim’s ministry as we grow 

in the Petaluma community.  To begin this task, we received blessing from our Leadership Team to 

begin a property assessment.  We are talking to people who use the Elim Facilities to see what the needs 

are going forward, and talking to congregation members who have knowledge, history or ideas about 

the property.  If you have ideas for the property, or for facilities fundraising or financing, please contact 

Rosemary Hart, Project Lead at rosyhart@comcast.net or 916-717-9883, or contact any of our Facility 

Team Members.  We’ll post updates on this project in future Source Newsletters.  

DAY FOR GIRLS  

A non-profit organization dedicated to creating and distributing cloth menstrual kits 

for girls in developing nations, who might otherwise miss school or drop out 

entirely once their menses start. The desired donations which are needed for the kits; 

dark colored washcloths and girls' underwear. The underwear need to be briefs in 

mainly dark colors. Most packages have one or two light/white pairs, which will 

need to be dyed darker, so the darker the set, the better. The needed sizes are 8, 10, 12, 14. Many stores 

are having back to school sales right now so it’s a good time to stock up! 

mailto:alex@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:rosyhart@comcast.net
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If you’d like to learn more you can check out daysforgirls.org. We have a local team and you can reach 

Amanda Cummings at petalumaca@daysforgirls.org if you are interested in helping us at a sew day. 

Thanks for your donations! 

ENDOWMENT GRANTS AVAILABLE 

The Elim Endowment for Mission provides a long-term fund attracting both current and pre-planned 

future gifts, as people are inspired to leave a legacy for ministry.  Apportionments from the “total 

return” of the fund can be distributed to support mission work at home and around the world.  

Distributions from the endowment fund come from an amount set annually by the Church Leadership 

Team.  The fund grows through additional gifting that is actively solicited by a five-member elected 

Endowment Committee.  Prudent distribution strategies then protect the endowment fund principal, 

while a steady stream of returns is provided from which mission and ministry can be strengthened for 

years to come.  

The Endowment Committee also administers an application process through which grant requests for 

mission projects can be received and considered.  Grants are awarded upon the basis of criteria set each 

year by the Endowment Committee and Leadership Team.  New applications for grants may be 

submitted beginning on June 1 of each year and can be considered as funds remain available until the 

following 1st day of March.   

Additional information and application forms for grants are available at the church office and on our 

website at http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/grant  

MEALS FOR THE NOCKLEBYS 

Would you like to prepare and deliver a meal for our dear members, Diane & Daryll Nockleby, in their 

time of need?  They would like meals on Sundays and Wednesdays.  If you want to jump on this meal 

train, please contact the office for information on how to sign up.  

NURSERY STAFF POSITION OPENING 

Our nursery staff play an essential role in Elim’s ministry – welcoming and providing hospitality to 

members and visitors with young children, birth through four years of age, and caring for those children 

during worship. This is a paid position. The work schedule is three to four Sundays a month, from 8:15 

am to around noon. Ideally, applicants will have some first aid and other appropriate training as well as 

experience caring for very young children. A background check is required. Since nursery staff work 

during Elim’s worship services, we are primarily seeking applicants with alternate worship schedules. 

Do you know a good candidate? Please contact Audrey in the church office. To apply, visit the church 

website for further details and a job application. 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/grant
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ELIM COMMUNITY GROUPS, TO BEGIN!  

There’s a song that goes “whoa, we need each other”.  Don’t you think it’s true?  This fall you are invited 

to sign up to be a part of something we’re calling Elim community groups.  How does it work?  You sign 

up as a family, a couple, or as an individual.  You then will be placed into a group of 8-12 

people.  Throughout the 2017-2018 year, your group is encouraged to each take a turn hosting one 

another for dinner, lunch or breakfast.  Groups are also encouraged to find an ongoing (once a month, 

quarterly, etc.) way to serve together in the community and or Elim.  In addition, your group is 

encouraged to keep one another in mind and in prayer.  The commitment to these groups is one year.  If 

interested, sign up by filling out the half bulletin sheet, and then drop it in the offering.  Or email your 

name(s) to barb@elimpetaluma.org.  

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

• Grace Friendship (hosted by Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – 

September 14th – at 12 PM in the back of the sanctuary.  Robin Butts will lead the bible study.  

• Elizabeth (hosted by Debra Jensen Orner) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month – 

September 18th – at 7 PM.  

• Esther (hosted by Jo Ann Andrus) usually meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month – September 

12th – at noon.   

PREPARE FOR FRUITS OF THE HARVEST 

The Fruits of the Harvest is next month, so keep on canning and setting aside a few jars for Elim. Also, if 

you have a surplus of fruit or vegetables and don't can yourself, please bring them to church so those of 

us who do can, will be able to make delicious canned goods. Questions? Contact Robin Butts 

at robin_lee_99@yahoo.com or (707) 206-9227.  

GEMS OF ELIM #2? 

On March 24, 2007, Elim held a celebration to honor our 38 “Gems” – Elim members over the age of 75.  

In conjunction with this banquet, a booklet was assembled containing biographies of these lovely ladies 

written by Elim women of all ages.  Several people have indicated an interest in developing an updated 

“Gems of Elim” document and bash but we are searching for a person or team willing to coordinate this 

project.  Having a leader makes anything run smoother and gives us a name to call with our questions.  

If this is a position that speaks to your heart, please call Kathy Matt (a Gem).  Nancy Clarke is also 

willing to speak to anyone with an interest as she helped coordinate the first “Gems of Elim” but now 

qualifies as a Gem herself. 

CRAFTERS UPDATE 

Saturday Brunch bunch will meet 10 AM – 1 PM in room 1. Please join us! September will begin the 

holiday season for us. Bring in your ideas and we'll set the calendar with our favorites. Don't be shy, we 

love a challenge and love to learn new techniques. We are also in need of an organizing group, to whip 

room 2 back into shape. If you get happy getting things in order, shoot me a text, we need you!   

mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:robin_lee_99@yahoo.com
tel:(707)%20206-9227
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK OFF! 
Sunday, September 10 

Kids, ages 3 through 6th grade, are invited to join in on the learning, community, and fun on Sunday’s at 

9:40am.  Art, music, stories, play, cooking, experiments, and service projects are some of the ways we’ll 

be learning about God and connecting with one another.  Sunday School registration can be found online 

at elimpetaluma.org.  Kick-off is on Sunday September 10th at 9:40am in the dining room/fellowship 

hall.  We are still looking for some volunteers to help with this year’s program!  For more info, email 

Allison at allisontorbit@yahoo.com. 

ADULT FORUM  

Adult Forum Book Study - Katharina and Martin “The Radical Marriage of a Runaway Nun and a 

Renegade Monk” 

The Adult forum will start back up on Sunday September 17th.  In recognition of the 500th anniversary 

of Martin Luther posting his 95 critiques of the church to the Wittenberg church doors helping to ignite 

the reformation, we will be reading Katharina and Martin: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway Nun and 

a Renegade Monk written by Michelle Derusha.  Books can be purchased at the church office for $11.  

Please join us!    

"Their revolutionary marriage was arguably one of the most scandalous and intriguing in history. Yet five 

centuries later, we still know little about Martin and Katharina Luther's life as husband and wife. Until now. 

Against all odds, the unlikely union worked, over time blossoming into the most tender of love stories. This unique 

biography tells the riveting story of two extraordinary people and their extraordinary relationship, offering 

refreshing insights into Christian history and illuminating the Luthers' profound impact on the institution of 

marriage, the effects of which still reverberate today. By the time they turn the last page, readers will have a deeper 

understanding of Luther as a husband and father and will come to love and admire Katharina, a woman who, in 

spite of her pivotal role, has been largely forgotten by history. 

Together, this legendary couple experienced joy and grief, triumph and travail. This book brings their private lives 

and their love story into the spotlight and offers powerful insights into our own twenty-first-century 

understanding of marriage." 

EXPLORING THE STORY  

Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible reading and 

sermon topic for the upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars is always eager to welcome 

newcomers to the bunch. 

  

mailto:allisontorbit@yahoo.com
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LITTLE SHEPHERD PRESCHOOL 

Dear Elim Friends, 

It’s hard to believe that summer is coming to an 

end and we are getting ready to start another 

exciting year at Little Shepherd. We finished eight 

weeks of adventure in summer session and are 

looking forward to the new school year.   We are 

anxious to welcome another new group of two-

year olds as well as many new and returning 

three and four-year olds.  As always, thank you 

for your continued love and support! 

Kathy Fowler  

 

MUSIC 
REFORMATION MUSIC! 

As we approach the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, one of the most meaningful ways we can 

honor the memory of Martin Luther is to sing his music! 

Leading up to and culminating on Reformation Sunday, we will celebrate Martin Luther 

and the Reformation by singing one of Luther's hymns each Sunday during the service, beginning 

on Sept. 10. 

Please join us as we lift our voices to bring to life the richness of our Reformation heritage 

each Sunday for eight weeks during worship. 

CHILDREN OF LIGHT 

Any children entering 2nd-5th grade who love to sing might be interested to know that the “Children of 

Light” choir will be rekindled in September!  The plan is for them to sing once a month at the 10:30am 

service.  Rehearsals would take place on either Wednesday afternoons or Thursday evenings for a half 

hour, depending on which time works for most.  

Parents, your input would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Cathe Kiler, Elim’s music director, at 

cathe@elimpetaluma.org if you have a child who would be interested, and let her know what times 

would work for your child. 

NON-COMMITTAL CHOIR  

Thanks to all the singers who stepped up to join our non committal choir on the four Sundays of June 

18th, July 9th, July 30th, and August 20th. You made a joyful noise!  

CHANCEL CHOIR 
September 6 

The chancel choir starts up again this fall! Interested in joining this joyful noise? If so, then contact Cathe 

Kiler. Rehearsals are at 5:30 PM starting September 6th.  

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org


elimpetaluma.org        September 2017  |  PAGE  11  

REFORMATION 500 
 1517 - 2017 

Freed and Renewed in Christ:  500 Years of God’s Grace in Action 

What happened in the Reformation? 

Martin Luther posted his “Ninety-Five Theses” in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, and the resulting debate 

about Christian teaching and practice led to changes that have shaped the course of Western Christianity 

for almost 500 years. At the heart of these wide-reaching changes was a deep conviction that God’s 

mercy or grace in Jesus is given freely to all. When Luther and others learned to trust God’s mercy with 

“a living, daring confidence,” they discovered in that faith the freedom to give themselves generously, 

lovingly in all of life’s undertakings with everyone they met. 

The Lutheran Reformation offers to Christian communities everywhere a liberating way of listening to 

and speaking the Scriptures. The Reformation teaching that Christ’s life flows through faith into a life of 

service to the neighbor is especially liberating in our culture today, especially liberating in a culture that 

assumes a faith relationship with God is an act of human “free will.” 

Elim is celebrating the Reformation along with the many communities throughout the world 

Join us in our activities 

Rick Steves' video "Luther and the Reformation" 

Sunday, September 17, 11:30 after service at Elim Fellowship Hall 

Discussion questions included… Lunch & Popcorn served! 

Please sign up on the bulletin board so we can plan attendance 

Reformation 500 Dinner 

Sunday, Oct. 22, 5:00-8:00 pm, Elim Fellowship Hall 

German Dinner with Reformation500 Entertainment 

Childcare provided 

Look for a Bookstore focusing on Luther the Reformation 

Check out the Reformation 500 news on the bulletin board 

Check out these links for some interesting and humorous information about the Reformation 

Movement, Martin Luther’s history, quotes, and his sense of humor! 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/01/reformation-500/ (50 Reformation Quotes) 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/06/reformation-500-50-things-may-not-know-luther/ (Luther info) 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2013/04/25-interesting-facts/ (25 Interesting Lutheran facts) 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2013/05/7-things-you-might-like-know-about-martin-luther/ (Luther the 

man!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/01/reformation-500/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/06/reformation-500-50-things-may-not-know-luther/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2013/04/25-interesting-facts/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2013/05/7-things-you-might-like-know-about-martin-luther/
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REFORMATION 500 COMMUNITY BAY AREA ACTIVITIES TO ATTEND: 

"Reformation500 Hymn Festival Concert and Oktoberfest" 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell Street, San Francisco 

Sat, Oct. 28 

1:00 Hymn Festival Concert 

2:00-3:30 OktoberFest 

The Hymn Festival will be followed by the St. Mark's OktoberFest with German food, beer, dancing 

(music provided by a German polka band) and activities for children on St. Mark's Square 

ELCA Sierra Pacific Synod "Festival Reformation500 Anniversary Service" 

Capstone of our synod's year-long Reformation500 celebration 

Grace Cathedral, 1100 California Street, San Francisco 

Sun, Oct. 29 @ 3:00 pm (also service on Mon, Oct. 30 @ 5:00 pm) 

2-2:30 Interfaith Justice Event on the steps of the Cathedral 

2:15-2:45 Bach Contata prelude inside 

3pm Festival Eucharist inside 

Preaching: Bishop Dr. Victoria Cortez of Nicaragua 

Presiding: Bishop Mark Holmerud of the Sierra Pacific Synod - ELCA 

Music By: Tactus SF,  

4:30 Reception following the service will be in the courtyard in front of the cathedral (or downstairs if 

there is rain expected). We will have a fiesta with kid friendly games and activities. Refreshments 

include non-alcoholic drinks, wine and beer brewed by Middle Circle. 

4:30 Exhibition of photos from Palestinian Youth, downstairs inside the Cathedral 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The September recipient will benefit the 

ELCA Disaster Response.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes 

in the back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 

707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been 

disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the 

headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need. 

Please keep responders in your prayers this month and consider an additional offering toward their 

ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is blessed to accompany this organization in mutual ministry as we 

proclaim God’s creative, redeeming and sanctifying love in our synod. 

To learn more about ELCA Disaster Response, visit the ELCA page: http://www.elca.org/disaster  

https://www.facebook.com/SPSELCA/
https://www.facebook.com/SPSELCA/
https://www.facebook.com/TactusSanFrancisco/
https://www.facebook.com/middlecircle/
http://www.elca.org/disaster
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 EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim will host the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, September 5, at Lucchesi Park, and the 

Westside Pantry on Thursday, September 21, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help 

set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a 

friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you 

would like to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact the office 

(elim@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

Regular Giving Report 
  JULY YEAR-TO-DATE 

Regular Giving:                      25,007                       50,424  

Budget:                      27,000                       53,918  

Variance:                      (1,993)                       (3,493) 

Change: -8.0% -6.9% 

  
 

  

compared to Last Year:                      25,500                       54,732  

Variance:                         (493)                       (4,307) 

Change: -2.0% -8.5% 

  
 

  

Full Year Budget:                    344,485    

Last Fiscal Year Actual:                    306,684    

Increase over last year:                      37,801  We anticipate an 11%  

Change: 11.0% increase in giving 

 

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 

These are funds that we received as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 
use this fund to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

  
  

  

JULY 2017 Actual Budget Variance 
Revenue & Transfers to General 
Fund                      27,067                       31,003                     (3,937) 

Expenses                      26,122                       29,090                       2,968  

Net Increase (Decrease)  $                       945   $                    1,914   $                   (969) 

 

  

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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GRATITUDE 

BECKY: NEWS FROM THE LONE STAR STATE  

As I write this, it has been a busy four weeks since we left Petaluma consisting of a cracked windshield 

in Nevada; a week's stay in Nebraska that included the death of a friend in a motorcycle accident and 

saying good-bye to my almost 102-year-old grandma who died the day after I left, and the tedious task 

of unpacking and settling into a new place, new job, new school, new life.  So it has taken us this long to 

get around to finally opening the cards and gifts we received prior to our departure.  Holy moly!  Words 

cannot convey how moved we are by the generosity and kindness of Elimites.  Individual thank-yous 

will be tackled soon, but we want to thank everyone for the cards, gifts, kind words, moving boxes, 

emails, tears, and good times shared in early July.  Your very generous financial contributions will go 

towards the purchase of a sofa.  Pretty exciting stuff.  When the time comes that the three of us can sit on 

one piece of furniture to watch "King of the Hill" (which is even more hilarious if you have lived in 

Texas), we'll have you to thank.  

 

We were also overwhelmed by the attendance at Brewster’s for the July 11 Dine & Donate event that 

generated $226.50 for the Elim Lites Relay for Life teams.  I'm sorry I wasn't able to talk to all of you 

individually.  I was impressed that Pastor Tim was the last to leave.  

 

We are gradually reacquainting ourselves with the Texas lifestyle that involves more time in a car, air 

conditioning, bug bites, and limiting walking to early morning/late evening.  The most difficult obstacle 

has been overcoming our Grocery Outlet addiction cold turkey, a void Aldi and Big Lots can't 

fill.  Another void we are attempting to fill is a new church home.  We think we have found our next 

church (even without the Atwood tie-dye test), but it will never compare to the family we had at 

Elim.  We miss you all! 

 

-Becky, Howard, & Greta Choi 

THANK YOUS FROM TANZANIA 

In November 2017, Elim folks contributed funds through Second Mile Giving offering and the funds 

were distributed to various projects as we traveled through Tanzania. We have recently received two 

thank you emails that I want to share with you. Your generous donations continue to make a huge 

difference and we thank you. Your donations will continue to benefit the recipients throughout the 

generations! 

James from the New Life Band writes, "Jambo from Arusha and hope you are doing well. Just want to 

update you regarding the performance of Evelyn Frank the student you gave money for sponsorship 

that she is progressing so well with B grades in her subjects.  Since your support for tuition fee she has 

increased her efforts in studying and now she believe her dreams to become a doctor has been fulfilled. 

Blessings to you and friends at Elim Lutheran for touching lives and make their future bright. 

-James" 
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We also donated funds to purchase two goats to start off a project with Elim's longtime friend, Simon 

Sandelin, and the Lutheran Church in Tanzania and Germany. Elim funds purchased the first two goats 

for the project.  

Simon writes, "Good News, Heidi has given birth to a male goat on August 8. The kid is very cute, he 

was jumping around while the mother chasing him in such away that it wasn't easy to let them out.  Mrs. 

Magreth Israel and her family are giving a good care to the goat, according to the training that I 

conducted to them.  The family and the animals are very happy, they have started milking the goat and 

enjoying drinking the goat milk for their first time.  Since the husband has died out of Aids, the goat 

milk helps Magreth to survive for long time, as I believe that she has also been affected by HIV/Aids.  

Heifer International was giving goats to the people who were victimized by HIV/Aids. 

I will be keeping you updated with the two goats (Heidi and Catherine) and the family progress reports. 

God's blessings to you. 

With kind regards and appreciation, 

Simon, Pastor Laiser and Alphonce Mazalla-Treasuer." 

We are in the initial stages of planning our next mission trip to Tanzania and with Simon will visit Elim's 

growing herd of goats! Many thanks to all! Evelyn Frank will need funds to continue her education at 

the New Life Band School. If you are interested in contributing towards her tuition please contact Nancy 

or Susan Rodkin. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

We cannot give you the totals for our RFL donations since the Source goes to press early, but we do want 

to thank all of our team members, supporters, walkers and others who participated in the Relay at Casa 

Grande High School on August 26th and 27th. Thanks for all of your support for this our 18th year! 

FROM ROHNERT PARK 

Dear Elim Members:  

As most of you know I am now attending Cross and Crown Lutheran Church. I don’t know how much 

longer I will be driving, and Cross and Crown is only 10 minutes away from my house. I could walk if I 

had to. Also, Bible Study is right here at the Altamont, every Monday at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Bill is the Interim Pastor and his time has been extended and he will probably be here for another 

year. He tries to embarrass me every time I go to Church. The first time he told all the Member to say 

Hello to me, and that I lived in Rohnert Park. He asked afterwards if he embarrassed me and I said YES, 

he just laughed. 

I really miss all of you. I was a member of Elim for a very long time. This was a very hard decision for 

me, but I feel it was the right one. 

I shall come to visit once in a while. 

My Love, 

Jan Swain 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

AUGUST ATTENDANCE 
Sunday #  Wednesday #  Week total  Average Weekly 

Attendance in August 
2016 

- -  August 2 19  121  

August 6 113  August 9 22  135  

August 13 137  August 16 27  164  139 

August 20 122  August 23 13  135   

         

ALTAR FLOWERS  
September 3: open, September 10: open, September 17: Mary Savage, September 24: Sigrun Gessler  

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

WORSHIP HELPERS 

On September 3rd, we will return to our regular schedule of two services on Sunday, 8:30 AM and 10:30 
AM. On September 10th, you will see a bulletin board outside of the kitchen with a calendar of Sundays 
and sign-up for worship helper positions. All you will need to do is fill in your name for the slot you 
would like to serve. If it is the first time you are filling this position there will be an instruction sheet you 
can take from the bulletin board to let you know what the position requires. There will also be a check 
box next to where you sign your name to let us know it will be your first time. We will either pair you 
with an experienced person or make sure you are comfortable performing the duties. Our hope is to fill 
all the positions a month in advance. We are now printing bulletins on Thursdays instead of Friday. This 
gives our Bulletin Folders an extra day to fold and hopefully we will avoid some of the last-minute 
problems we’ve come across.   

The website will still be available to sign up on as well. The Fall schedule is on the Worship Helper page 
of the Elim website (http://www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers.html). If you would like to be 
scheduled automatically for a specific time each month, or are signing up for the first time, just give Barb 
a call in the office at (707)762-4081). Every week we are looking for volunteers. Many of the positions 
only require your help during service. You do not have to make a commitment to do the task every 
week. Many hands, make light work.   

BULLETIN COVER ART  

And so starts September!  We’ve received wonderful artwork over the course of the summer. This month 

we start a series on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  Not so clear on what the Reformation 

was?  This series, which will run from September 10th through October 29th, will educate us all.  Maybe 

you will feel motivated to depict, in artform, your understanding of one of the topics listed below! 

We appreciate everyone who has shared their interpretation of the Wednesday/Sunday reading thus 

far.  Come take a look at the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to see all the artwork that’s been 

submitted.  We would like to continue featuring artwork each week submitted by members of any age 
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that represents the text of the day. Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to copy. 

Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying. The due date will be the Tuesday before 

the service. Sign up for a date by contacting the office or online at 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and submit artwork/photos to 

barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Have you ever wondered who takes care of the little things around our church? For instance, who refills 

the envelopes and scribble cards (the small cards with a sticker for kids to scribble on instead of 

scribbling in a Bible) in the church pews? The answer to that question for the last many years was Becky 

and Greta Choi. But since they have moved to Texas we now would like to find a new person, persons, 

or maybe a family to take over this weekly or bi-weekly task. It could be done after school or at another 

convenient time, maybe even right after the last service on Sunday. We also would like to find someone 

(maybe the same person?) who would be able to keep the kids' church bags cleaned up on a weekly or 

bi-weekly basis. If you are interested, please contact Alex Miller at 707-762-4081 or 

alex@elimpetaluma.org. 

READINGS 

Date Theme / Gospel/Reading  /  Deadline 

Sept 

10 

Theme:  #95 Problems 
Scripture:  Romans 3:21-31 
Point:  Forgiveness, Grace, God’s mercy and love come not by our merit but rather freely to us 

 
Artwork Deadline:  Sept. 5 

Sept 

17 

Theme:  #Freedom 
Scripture:  Galatians 5:1-15 
Point:  Luther argued that “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  A  Christian is a 
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” 

 
Artwork Deadline: Sept 19   

Sept 

24 

Theme:  #Katharina 
Scripture:  Luke 8:1-3 
Point:  It is important to recognize the significance of Katharina von Bora 

 
Artwork Deadline: Sept 19   
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Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Audrey Norman, Staff Transition Manager  

762-4081 / audrey@elimpetaluma.org 

Alex Mller, Interim Office Manager 

762-4081 / elim@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Lynn Harenberg-Miller, Leadership Team 

President 

president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

1 Jeanne Hollingsworth 9 Philip Sellai 20 Gary Haugen 25 Emily Eveland 

 
Judith King 10 Becca Rau 

 
Lexie Mason-Davis 

 
Maxilee McNicol 

 
Peg King 12 Cliff King 

 
Michael Savage 

 
Beth Pesutich-Mendoza 

2 Dave Bachman 
 

Adam Oakes 
 

Jenna Turner 26 Shirley Coulson 

 
Amanda Cummings 

 
Len Svinth 21 Jeanette Genovese 

 
Gary Fusco 

 
Patricia Elkin 14 Hailey Klemenok 

 
Marc Nicely 

 
Cathe Kiler 

 
Rick Warner 16 Jim Atwood 22 Annette McElroy 27 Lola Clark 

3 Deborah Jacobson 
 

Logan Reuter 
 

David Rabbitt 
 

Violet Deardorff 

4 Isabel Eskes 
 

Wendy Skanderson 23 Joanne Dilts 
 

Craig Walker 

5 Dorothy Tanguay 18 Maria Svinth 24 Jeremy King 30 Kevin Bechtel 

6 Megan Edwards 19 Mendi Kehr 
 

Roy Martinez 
 

Kimberly Richardson 

 
Nathan Widger 

 
Nathan Simon 

 
Ginny Mason 

  8 Steve Geney 
   

Michael Worden 
  

 

Carli Reinhard 
       

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:doris@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church September 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  2  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 

10 am Crafter's Brunch Bunch 

(room 1) 

3 Annual Church  

         Picnic 

8:30 am Worship at Elim 

10:30 am Worship at McNear 

Park 

4 Office closed 
         - Labor Day 

7:30 pm Worship Team 

rehearsal (Choir Room) 

5 Preschool starts! 
5 pm Elim at Food Pantry 

(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5 pm Women's Board 

Meeting (Fireside Rm) 

7 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir Room) 

6  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir (Choir 

room) 

6:15 pm Youth informational 

dinner 

7  
7 pm Waves of Grace 

(Sanctuary) 

8  
9 am Elim Finance Team 

meeting 

9  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 

10 am Crafter's Brunch Bunch 

(room 1) 

10 Sunday School 

         Kickoff 

11  
7:30 pm Worship Team 

rehearsal (Choir Room) 

12  
12:00 pm Esther Circle (TBD) 

7:00 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir Room) 

13  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir (Choir 

room) 

 

14  
12 pm Grace Friendship Circle 

(back of church) 

7 pm Waves of Grace 

(Sanctuary) 

15 SOURCE DEADLINE 16  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 

10 am Crafter's Brunch Bunch 

(room 1) 

9:30 am Meditative Healing 

Group 

17 Adult forum Starts 

9:40 am Leadership Team 

Office Hours (Fellowship hall) 

4 pm Fall Fest Family Fun!   

18  
6:30 pm Leadership Team 

Meeting (fireside room) 

7 pm Elizabeth Circle 

7:30 pm Worship Team 

rehearsal (Choir Room) 

19  
5 pm Worship & Music 

Planning Committee (back of 

sanctuary) 

7 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir Room) 

20  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir (Choir 

room) 

21  
4 pm Elim's turn at the 

Westside Pantry 

7 pm Waves of Grace 

(Sanctuary) 

22  

 

23  

8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 

10 am Crafter's Brunch Bunch 

(room 1) 

24 Troop 9 Emergency  

     Preparation Fair 
11:45 am New member 

gathering 

25  
7:30 pm Worship Team 

rehearsal (Choir Room) 

26  
7 pm Exploring the Story 

Bible Study (Choir Room) 

27  
5:30 pm Chancel Choir (Choir 

room) 

28  
7 pm Waves of Grace 

(Sanctuary) 

29  30  
8 am Men's Ministry 

Breakfast (kitchen) 

10 am Crafter's Brunch Bunch 

(room 1) 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30 am & 10:30 am Worship 

9:40 am - 10:25 am Faith Formation 

8:20 am - 11:40 am Nursery open (ages 4 and under)  
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