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Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, September 4 

The tradition continues!  Spend the Sunday of Labor Day weekend 

worshiping, dining, and playing at McNear Park at the corner of F and 

11th Streets.   

Come at 10:30am for a “campy” worship service in 

the park.   

You’ll want to stay for the potluck BBQ starting 

around 11:30am.  Our Pit Crew (Gene McCloud & Bob 

Reinhard) will prepare beef brisket, pork shoulder, 

and chicken along with sweet Carolina baked beans, 

fresh salsa, and Gene is fixin’ to make his award-

winning Texas chili.   

And Elim can’t have a church picnic without the 

mandatory cake walk!   

Note that the 8:30am service will remain at Elim that 

morning. 

 

   

    

THE SOURCE 
  A Monthly Newsletter of Elim Lutheran Church 

Picnic Checklist 
q Lawn chairs or blankets for worship 

q Drum for drum circle during worship 

q Appetite 

q Side dish or dessert for potluck 

q Don't be trashy - bring your own dishes & 

utensils (but we'll have disposables 

available) 

q Money to donate towards the meat you eat 

q Those who wish can bring a cake/cupcakes 

for the Cake Walk 
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CHURCH, HUH, WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR? 
Faith, huh, what is it good for?  I recently used this line to wonder if this might have been kind of what 

the audience of Hebrews may have been feeling when the letter was written.  Those who passed the faith 

on to them were dying.  Jesus had been expected to make a quick return and the days kept passing.  

Being a part of this new way of faith also put a target on their back.  Their faith made them more 

susceptible to threats, violence, and hatred.  What was this faith thing good for anyway?   

In a similar spirit, it seems to me that many today are singing “church, huh, what is it good for?”  

Admittedly, given challenges, disappointments, bad experiences, and changing culture I have at times 

wondered what church is good for, if anything. 

During my first couple weeks here at Elim I have been reminded that church is not good for absolutely 

nothing.  Church is good for something.  And it seems to me not just something, but a lot of things.   

Just ask members of the New Orleans mission team and I 

think they’ll tell you how church has been good for 

connecting them in deeper ways and inspiring them to 

greater compassion and service to those in need.  Just ask 

those engaged in circles, breakfasts and bible/book 

studies and I think they’ll tell you how church is good for 

giving the opportunity to care for and be cared for, the 

opportunity to discern communally what God’s living 

voice might be saying now.  Just ask those handing out 

good food at the food pantries and I think they’ll tell you 

how church is good for helping them think beyond 

themselves.  Just ask those involved in music and I think 

they’ll tell you that church is good for providing them 

with the opportunity to use talents and speak in a 

beautiful and universal language.  Just ask those eating at 

potlucks on the patio and I think they’ll tell you (or at 

least I’ll tell you) that church is good for some pretty awesome tri tip.   

The world has changed.  Church is no longer a must.  There are options.  There are other activities to 

participate in.  I’m not saying this is all bad.  I’m just saying, I think church is still good for something, 

and I think you’ll find this especially so among Elim. 

peace,  

 

If you’d like, google “ten reasons why you should be going to church anne russ” 

  



elimpetaluma.org        SEPTEMBER 2016  |  PAGE  3  

SEPTEMBER EVENTS  

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 11 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.  The date for the 2016 

dedicated day of service is Sunday, September 11. 

All are encouraged to do volunteer work in the community or random acts of kindness but we will also 

do our popular “Cookies & a Smile” project.  We will prepare cookie deliveries for our senior members 

over 80 years old, members who could use a visit and reminder that they are loved, and others you may 

know going through a tough time in need of a pick-me-up.  Hopefully we'll have an abundance of 

cookies that can also be delivered to fire stations and senior living facilities. 

Volunteers are needed to bake cookies, assemble cookie plates, and make deliveries.  See the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall for more information and to sign up to serve or sign up online at 

https://elim.formstack.com/forms/godswork_form 

TAKE A WALK WITH WoFF 
Saturday, September 3; 10am 

Women of Faith and Fellowship (WoFF) now focuses on “fellowship” with active outings for women of 

college age and older.  The first outing will take place on Saturday, September 3.  We will meet in the 

church parking lot at 10am to walk down to the Petaluma Historical Museum for a docent-led tour of 

historical downtown Petaluma.  The tour lasts 

about one hour and it is free but they do 

appreciate donations.  We will stop for coffee 

before we head back to the church. 

No need to RSVP – just join us!  If you have any 

questions, please contact Catherine Winters.  

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

After a summer hiatus, the Healing Prayer Team 

will resume their monthly Healing Prayer 

sessions.  If you would like a group of people to 

pray for you, the third Saturday of the month is 

one of the times.  We do this confidentially.  We 

will ask no more questions unless you wish to 

discuss further.  It takes about 20-30 minutes 

with.  To set an appointment, please call the 

church office (762-4081). 

https://elim.formstack.com/forms/godswork_form
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE “DRAW” ATTENTION TO YOURSELF! 

Picture this – your art featured on the cover of the Sunday bulletin!  We would like to feature artwork 

each week submitted by members of any age that represents the text of the day.  See the chart on page 11 

that gives you the reading you can look up in your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must 

be done in dark colors and easy enough to copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better 

quality copying.   

Remember that the due date will be almost two weeks ahead of the service to give us an opportunity to 

make your artwork look beautiful when we create the bulletin.  Artwork/photos can be sent to 

barb@elimpetaluma.org   

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Look for a new church pictorial directory sometime in late September.  Read your Elim Express and 

announcement pages for updates. 

And don’t forget that all this information is already available online.  Contact the office at 

elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for 

your cell phone! 

BAZAAR ACTIVITIES 

We are coming down to the wire, folks! 

Our Arts and Crafts Bazaar is around the corner.  Thanks to everyone who is creating fabulous things for 

this wonderful ministry.  Have you checked out our bulletin board by the kitchen?  You can see pictures 

of our completed projects and photos of items that need your help.  Many of these could be done at 

home.....making kids soaps (with little toys inside), driftwood wind chimes, sweater dog beds, or any of 

the kits located on the table in the fellowship hall on Sunday morning.  I know Robin Butts has been 

canning like crazy for us...but it always is a huge seller so put aside a jar or two for us if you have too 

many jars of tomato sauce or pickles! 

We also need all our bakers to search your recipes and rattle those pots 

and pans for this year’s bakery! Look for sign-up sheets soon.  If you 

would like to help with bakery set up and serving there will be a special 

sign up for that also. 

Saturday Brunch Bunch is having a great time and we would love to have you join us on Saturdays, 

11am-2pm, upstairs in Room 1.  We always have several crafts to choose from, many of which can be 

completed in just a few hours.  Or get something started and hand it off to the next talented crafter to 

finish. 

We do have gourds-a-plenty if that is something you always wanted to dabble in so come check ‘em out.  

We can help you with the staining or painting process.  A few lucky gourds will become fairy homes.  

Speaking of fairies...... 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Elim Arts & Crafts Bazaar 

October 22, 2016 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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Fairy world is growing each week...darling fairies, furniture, houses, and even flower pot homes.  If this 

makes you itch to join us, we are happy to teach you the whole process.  We expect this to be a huge 

bazaar favorite this year. 

Big thanks to everyone who helped craft items for this year’s Relay for Life...woot woot!  If you know of 

a nonprofit that needs a donation for an auction or raffle, please let us know as we are more than happy 

to share our crafts with Petaluma. 

Crafting nerd, 

Diane Deadorff 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (September 8) at 12pm 

in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month.  The September 

19 get-together will be at Nancy Clarke’s home. 

 Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The September 13 

gathering will be at Lil Miller’s home. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the Kitchen.   Cooking at 7-8am, 8-9am eat 

and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For more 

information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, September 18, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

September 18 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting which is now held on the third Wednesday of each month.  If 

you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, want to discuss your concerns, give 

feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please feel free to join us.  You can always get 

in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on Elim’s website: 

www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

MEDIATION AND HEALING PRAYER RETREAT 

During the retreat you will learn Christian meditation techniques and how these apply to healing prayer.  

It is a very calming and introspective weekend in the midst of our busy lives.  We are in the planning 

stages of the retreat and would like to hear from people who would be interested in the retreat and 

would like more information.  You can contact either Cynthia Griffith or Ben Barnes.  The retreat is from 

Friday evening through lunch on Sunday.  We are trying to determine what time period would be best 

for everyone interested. 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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MUSIC 

ALL SING CHOIR 
Rehearse September 7, perform September 11 

Join the easiest choir around – All Sing Choir!  Participation requires attendance at only one rehearsal 

(September 7 at 7pm) and the special musical performances will take place during both services on 

September 11.  This is an ideal opportunity for those of you who are interested in joining a choir but 

can’t commit to on-going rehearsals.  We will repeat our song from the last All Sing Choir in January 

2015, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”.  Some of you will be very familiar with this song that is so relevant 

for the 15th anniversary of 9/11.   

CHANCEL CHOIR 

Interested in joining the Chancel Choir that sings during the 8:30am 

services?  If so, contact Cathe Kiler to get invited to the kick-off event on 

August 31!  Regular rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 7, 

5:30-7pm. 

CALLING ALL DING-A-LINGS 
Meeting on September 11, 10am 

Time to ring in the new church year!  There will be a short meeting of all interested ringers from the past, 

present, and future on Sunday, September 11, at 10am in the Fireside Room (church office).  This is a 

planning meeting for scheduling ringing rehearsals, time, and other “stuff”.  If you can’t make it, please 

drop an email to Stephanie Bent and include your first three choices for practice evenings. 

“TWO FOR THE ROAD” CONCERT 
Save the date:  October 29, 7-9pm 

Save the date for a Celtic and American Roots music concert with Fresno’s duet, Two for the Road.  The 

duet features Donn Beedle on fiddle and viola and Karana Hattersley-Drayton on vocals, keyboard, and 

guitar. (Many will remember Karana as Elim's Children's Choir Director in the 1990s). 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Starting September 18 . . . 

CONFIRMATION CONVERSATION 
Wednesday, September 14, 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All 7th -9th grade students and their parents are invited to attend a meeting with Pastor Patrick on 

September 14 to discuss the plans for this year’s confirmation program.  Please notify the office if you 

can attend or if you are unable to attend but interested. 

Festival Choir 

Sunday 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

Adult Forum meets on Sundays between services to study the book The Shack by William Young.  Copies 

are available for $8 or you may download the eBook version.  The discussions are always lively and 

interesting and this book should provoke some stimulating thoughts and opinions.   

New book starting September 28:  Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong 

People by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  Description from Google books . . .  

“What if that person you've been trying to avoid is your best shot at grace today? 

And what if that's the point? 

In Accidental Saints, New York Times best-selling author Nadia Bolz-Weber invites 

readers into a surprising encounter with what she calls "a religious but not-so-

spiritual life." Tattooed, angry and profane, this former standup comic turned pastor stubbornly, 

sometimes hilariously, resists the God she feels called to serve. But God keeps showing up in the 

least likely of people--a church-loving agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious Bishop and a gun-

toting member of the NRA. 

As she lives and worships alongside these "accidental saints," Nadia is swept into first-hand 

encounters with grace--a gift that feels to her less like being wrapped in a warm blanket and 

more like being hit with a blunt instrument. But by this grace, people are transformed in ways 

they couldn't have been on their own. 

In a time when many have rightly become disillusioned with Christianity, Accidental Saints 

demonstrates what happens when ordinary people share bread and wine, struggle with scripture 

together, and tell each other the truth about their real lives. This unforgettable account of their 

faltering steps toward wholeness will ring true for believer and skeptic alike.” 

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings from the 

previous Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD 

Summer is quickly coming to an end and we have had so much fun during summer session. We are 

looking forward to starting another amazing year with our students.  It continues to be such a blessing to 

work in a profession that gives so much joy.  We are excited to start the school year with all classes 

nearly at capacity.  We have some exciting changes coming up this year.  We are thrilled to introduce 

Pastor Patrick to the children and start attending chapel with him weekly.  Our Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday four-year old class will extend their day, starting at 8:30am rather than 9am.  We will also be 

continuing with monthly gymnastics and music classes.  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Kathy Fowler 

First day of school is 

Tuesday, September 6. 
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OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The September recipient will be Lutheran 

Disaster Response.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the 

back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute.  

Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster response organizations and religious 

entities in the United States and around the world – including the recent flooding in the Gulf Coast and 

earthquake in Italy.  This enables the greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of 

response. We are a welcome partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths of others.  

We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response needs to be rooted in 

the community; we work to accompany that community from immediate relief through long-term 

recovery. In our international work we partner closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and 

ecumenical relief agencies to make sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, 

we work through our extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same concerns.  

Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the midst of disaster — 

following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work 

include: 

 Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a disaster and for 

leaders who respond to a disaster 

 Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates 

 Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community 

 Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby reducing the 

effects of likely disasters 

 Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even years after a 

disaster strikes 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, September 6, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the Westside Pantry 

on Thursdays, September 15 AND 29, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  

We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or 

neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to 

be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Egg cartons (6- or 12-count) and paper bags always accepted in the office for use at pantries.  Have a 

productive garden?  Bring your extra produce to the office on Thursdays and it will go to needy families 

at the pantry that evening. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
Saturday, October 15, at Shollenberger Park 

The Alzheimer’s Association® is leading the fight against this devastating disease and the annual Walk to 

End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support 

and research. 

 Participate - Start a team for the Alzheimer’s Association’s Petaluma Walk to End Alzheimer’s®. 

Register your team at act.alz.org/petaluma2016 

 Join An Existing Team 

 Volunteer - The Petaluma Walk To End Alzheimer’s is a community driven event.  Please 

consider volunteering on our Walk Planning Committee, in your local office or as a volunteer on 

walk day.  For more information, contact Mindy Wright, Special Events Manager at (707) 573-

1210 or mwright1@alz.org 

For more information, visit act.alz.org/petaluma2016 

GRATITUDE 
I wish to thank all of my Elim friends for their cards, wishes and prayers. I have had quite a set-back, but 

things will get better. I miss all of you and hope to be back to Church in the near future.  A special thanks 

to Lorraine for all of her jokes, keeps me laughing.  Again my sincere thank you I appreciate you all so 

much.  Love, 

Jan Swain 

Preston Bailey purchased a monitor for the church so our drummers can hear the vocals and piano. 

What an awesome blessing! 

Our Pit Crew – Gene McCloud and Bob Reinhard with help from Dolores Frey McCloud and Kathy 

Reinhard – planned and prepared entrees for our pretty awesome Potlucks on the Patio over the 

summer as well as Pastor Bill’s ribfest.  Attendees went home in happy meat comas and enjoyed a 

beautiful bounty of (mostly healthy) side dishes all summer.  Come to the church picnic on September 4 

for the grand finale! 

Thanks to the Men’s Ministry Breakfast Club who swept, cleared cobwebs, cleaned glass, set up tables 

and chairs, and probably some other things to get Elim spruced up for Pastor Patrick’s installation.  I 

hope these guys are this helpful at home. 

Thanks to Mercedes Cooke for donating four new communion chalices. 

We’ve had a number of people hanging around the church grounds during the 

preschool summer vacation to work on landscaping, painting, and miscellaneous 

repair projects around church.  Many thanks to George Matt, Don 

Bent, Lou & Daniel Navarro, Walt & Cynthia Griffith, Lynn 

Harenberg-Miller, Julie Prime and anyone else who has been doing 

their fair share of good works to clean up Elim. 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/CA-NorthernCaliforniaandNorthernNevada?pg=entry&fr_id=8852
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/CA-NorthernCaliforniaandNorthernNevada?pg=entry&fr_id=8852
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Regular Giving Month of July 2016  Year-to-Date  

Budget $23,296 $46,515 

Actual $25,500 $54,732 

Variance $2,206 $8,217 

Change: 8.7% 15.0% 

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

July 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $29,652 $27,695 $1,957 

Expenses $31,576 $32,137 $561 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($1,924) ($4,442) $2,518 

Year-to-Date (June & July)    

Revenue $61,484 $53,139 $8,345 

Expenses $64,425 $64,783 $358 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($2,941) ($11,644) $8,703 

WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

September 4:  Prime; September 11:  Senften; September 18:  open; September 25:  open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

READINGS 
This fall we will continue with the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings. 

On the Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, 

from Creation through the early Christian church.  From the Sunday after Labor Day through Advent, 

Old Testament readings move through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and culminate in Advent 

with the prophets’ longing and hope for the coming Messiah. 

 September 4 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Annual Church Picnic) 
Luke 14:25-33 – Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of 

discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset 

that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean 

renouncing all other allegiances. 
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 September 11 – Creation and Fall  
(start of Narrative Lectionary, “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday) 
Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 – The first humans on earth are living 

the good life.  They have free access to everything they need; what 

more could they possibly want?  Only the one thing they’ve been 

told they cannot have. 

Main Ideas:  Our shame makes us vulnerable and exposed.  God’s 

love forgives and heals.  When we feel bad about something, God 

can make it better!                                             Art Deadline:  August 30 

 September 18 – Abraham’s Descendants 
Genesis 15:1-6 – After years of no discernible fulfillment to God’s 

promise of descendants, Abram is losing heart. What will it take to 

restore his faith?   Abram didn’t think he would ever be a dad. But 

God told him that his kids, his grandkids, and his great, great, great 

grandkids would be more numerous than the stars in the skies! 

Main Ideas:  Sometimes we think we know best. But God always 

knows better.  We can’t see the future, but God can! 

Art Deadline:  September 6 

 September 25 – Joseph’s Dream 
Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 – Joseph is the golden child 

with a colorful coat, destined to be noticed wherever he may end 

up.  Can he prevail in the face of jealousy, danger, and deception?  

Maybe—with the help of God. 

Main Ideas:  Sometimes following God is difficult and dangerous. 

But God remains faithful to those who follow.  Following God is 

hard sometimes! But God will stay with us, no matter what. 

Art Deadline:  September 13 

 October 2 – Passover and Deliverance 
Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 – A secret command, a strange ritual, and an 

epic journey begins.  Could Israel have even imagined the 

adventure that lay ahead, their tour guide none other than the 

Almighty God? 

Main Ideas:  Some of God’s grandest moments happen when the 

community comes together.  Parties are fun to celebrate together.  

At God’s party, everyone’s invited—you too! 

Art Deadline:  September 20 

 October 9 – Golden Calf 
Exodus 32:1-14 – Impatient people sometimes make very foolish 

choices. In an absurd response to Moses’ delay, the Israelites are 

persuaded to melt down their jewelry and form a golden calf to 

worship.  Hmmm...what might God think of that? 

Main Ideas:  God is passionate, pliable, and loving.  God is generous 

with love and forgiveness.                         Art Deadline:  September 27 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 

Jeanne 

Hollingsworth 9 Philip Sellai 20 Gary Haugen 25 Emily Eveland 

 Judith King 10 Becca Rau  Lexie Mason-Davis  Maxilee McNicol 

 Peg King 12 Cliff King  Michael Savage  Beth Pesutich-Mendoza 

2 Dave Bachman  Adam Oakes  Jenna Turner 26 Shirley Coulson 

 Amanda Cummings  Len Svinth 21 Jeanette Genovese  Gary Fusco 

 Patricia Elkin 14 Dean Greschner  Marc Nicely  Cathe Kiler 

 Rick Warner  Hailey Klemenok 22 Annette McElroy 27 Lola Clark 

3 Deborah Jacobson 16 Jim Atwood  David Rabbitt  Violet Deardorff 

4 Isabel Eskes  Logan Reuter 23 Joanne Dilts  Craig Walker 

5 Dorothy Tanguay  Wendy Skanderson 24 Jeremy King 30 Kevin Bechtel 

6 Megan Edwards 18 Maria Svinth  Roy Martinez  Kimberly Richardson 

 Nathan Widger 19 Mendi Kehr  Ginny Mason   

8 Steve Geney  Nathan Simon  Michael Worden   

 Carli Reinhard       

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

762-4081 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High 

School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool 

Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com  

 Aug 7 Aug 14 Aug 21 Aug 28 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 66 69 71 53 

10:30am 128 105 155 82 Aug 2016 182 

Wk total 194 174 226 135 Aug 2015 154 

 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/general-manager
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/general-manager


Elim Lutheran Church September 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
9:30am Audit Committee 
(office) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

2  3  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

4   

8:30am Worship at Elim 

10:30am Worship at McNear 
Park 

11:30am Annual Church 
Picnic at McNear Park 

5  
Office closed 

 

6 First day of school at 

Little Shepherd 
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Room) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

7pm All Sing Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

8  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

9  10  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

11 
All Sing Choir performs at 
both services  

12  
7pm Little Shepherd Board 
Meeting (Nursery) 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

13  
12pm Esther Circle (Miller) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

14  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm 7th-9th grade 
Confirmation Conversation 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

15 Source Deadline 

5pm Elim hosts Westside 
Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

16  17  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10:30am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

18  

9:40am First day of Sunday 
School 

9:30am Leadership Team 
Office Hour (Fellowship Hall) 

19  
7pm Elizabeth Circle (Clarke) 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

20  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

21  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

22  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

23  24  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

11am-3pm Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fair 
(Deer Creek Village) 

25  
 

26  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

27  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

28  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

 

29  

5pm Elim hosts the 5th 
Thursday Westside Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

30   

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Adult Forum in the choir room 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open (ages 4 and under) 
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