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WHY NOAH AND THE ARK KIND OF SUCKS 
When I was in middle school, I won a prize for a pumpkin that “I” carved.  When I say “I”, I can’t really 

remember, but I’m pretty sure that “I” was my parents.  I may have helped gut the pumpkin and do 

some minor carvings, but I think my parents did a lot of the work.  In any case, if I must say, it did turn 

out pretty sweet.  A nice ark, a ramp, Noah, his family, and animals, carved and painted colorfully.  I 

don’t remember thinking too much of the meaning behind Noah and the Ark back then.  Maybe it was 

more subconscious than conscious.  Or maybe I was just a teenager and aloof.  But if I can be honest, the 

more I think about the story of Noah and the Ark, the more I really kind of think it sucks in a lot of ways.  

Here’s why.  The story goes like this… All the people are evil, except one guy.  So God makes it rain and 

floods the earth, killing the human race (minus one family), the animals (minus two of every kind), 

plants, trees, and living things.  God does this as a kind of “reset” of creation and then after the flood 

God “hangs a bow” in the sky, and makes the promise to never again flood the earth.  It’s a pretty light 

story so let’s make sure this is the one that we make look all cutesy and produce as many children’s toys 

and books as possible so that children learn this story before they’re out of diapers.  

I kind of hate this story because it seems to make claims on things that I have come to believe to be 

untrue… 

1. That people are either good or evil.  I think a more realistic approach to understanding humans is 

to say that they are a complex combination of a lot of things.  At the same time people are 

composed of trust and mistrust, patience and impatience, good intentions and bad intentions, 

hope and despair and everything in between.  I can’t believe that all were/are completely evil and 

one was/is completely faithful. 

2. That God causes it to rain.  I was recently trying to explain to my daughter how the world works.  

It’s really pretty incredible.  The sun, the moon, the stars, planets, rotation, life, birth, breath.  It’s 

wonderful.  It’s good.  That said, I believe in a universe that is free to be itself.  If God created it, 

God created it in a way that people are free to make choices, and I believe the rain is free to fall 

where and when it will.  Just as God does not control humans, for me it’s a package deal, God 

does not control the rain or earthquakes. 

3. That God kills humans, animals, and living things.  This is the most troubling part of the story for 

me.  My starting point for God is that “God is love”.  For me, no matter what the intent, killing 

off creation is not love, and therefore cannot be God’s doing.  And what about grace, forgiveness 

and nonviolence? 

There is a detail within the Noah and the Ark story that I do like.  It’s 

the point at which God says “I have set my bow in the clouds”.  There is 

a sense in which this part of the story is referring to the rainbow, but 

there is also the sense in which God is hanging up God’s bow (weapon).  

It is a violent story but ends with the hope of nonviolence.  This detail 

somewhat redeems Noah and the Ark for me in that perhaps the point 

that the author or storyteller was trying to make was to invite others to 

experience God as less of an angry and violent God and more of a hopeful and loving God. 

So why all this about Noah and the Ark?  More and more, I am trying to free myself to say whatever I’m 

thinking.  My thoughts may be right, and they may be way off.  This is not to say that a filter is a bad 

thing.  But it is to say that for me, communities of faith get it wrong when they say and believe that there 
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is one right way and that everything else is wrong.  The good faith community gives answers less and 

asks good questions more.  The good faith community invites all to the table and encourages 

conversation wherever it may go.  I don’t know if we should be teaching kids the story of Noah and the 

ark at a young age.  My gut kind of says no.  But, eventually they may learn it, and maybe they should 

learn it, so that they can decide for themselves what they think about it.  Maybe they’ll love it.  Maybe 

they’ll hate it.  They may find it true or false or somewhere in between.  I think I want them to know 

what I think about it, I think I want them to know what others think about it, but I also want to give 

them the space to think for themselves, so they can form their own beliefs and opinions, and freely share 

those opinions and beliefs.   

For me, there is not one formula for seeking and finding the divine.  Rather, it’s a lifelong process that 

happens in all kinds of crazy, messed up, and beautiful places, circumstances and ways.  I believe a faith 

community’s goal then should not be about getting everyone to believe the “same right things”, rather 

faith community’s goal should be about providing space, opportunity and community for all to freely 

seek and find and wrestle and doubt and share and challenge and ask and answer and be certain and be 

uncertain and be agreeable and be disagreeable. 

Glad to share space, opportunity, and community with you. 

peace,  

OCTOBER EVENTS  
OUR BAZAAR IS ALMOST HERE! 
October 22, 9am-2pm; Bazaar Part 2 on October 23, 8am-12pm 

If you check the calendar, you'll see it's time for the ELIM ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR 2016!  This large 

biennial event raises funds that are distributed to worthy nonprofit organizations far and wide, plus a 

little is kept for important projects here at church.  Please invite your friends and family to our grand 

event!  Details about the Bazaar and images of some of the items you can find there are posted on the 

Bazaar blog:  http://www.elimpetaluma.org/bazaar  

These final days find us pushing ourselves to complete so many wonderful projects.  We will keep the 

candle burning and burn the midnight oil . . . enough burning . . . let's just say we'll work really, really 

hard to fill our tables with items you simply cannot live without.  

Our door is always open, so I hope you join us and share the grace that can be found with our crafting 

Brunch Bunch every Saturday 11am-2pm.  If Saturdays are booked, please stop by Room 1 on Sunday 

mornings between services to pick up a craft to take home. 

Here are some special events coming up: 

 October 1 Brunch Bunch focuses on furniture up-cycling.... all ages welcome 

 October 8 Brunch Bunch tackles staining and painting gourds 

 October 15 Brunch Bunch will bake puppy treats and finish some quick sewing projects (bring a 

machine if you own one and feel inspired)  

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/bazaar
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If you have been creative at home, please bring your completed masterpieces to church by October 16 

unless you have made other arrangements with Diane. 

We need a bunch of volunteers!  Yes, this event is sponsored by the ELCW, but this is a church-wide 

event that requires assistance from all our members.  We need a variety of volunteers – guys and gals – 

to lend a hand.  Set-up happens on October 20-21, all kinds of help will be needed on the day of the 

event at times between 8am and 5pm, and we’ll sell leftovers on October 23 that will require help that 

morning and clean-up in the afternoon.  Please sign up on the Bazaar bulletin board in the Welcome 

Area or the online sign-up posted on the Bazaar blog: http://www.elimpetaluma.org/bazaar 

We still need starter plants or any other form of foliage:  winter fruits 

and vegetables, flowers, shrubs, herbs, succulents, house plants, as well as 

any garden accessories/garden art to be designed and constructed, 

collected, or "shared from the heart."  If you are planning on donating 

plans or can help on the day of the Bazaar, please contact Fran Wilson. 

Calling all bakers!  We need donations of cakes, candies, and cookies to sell at the 

Bake Sale as well as treats to enjoy in the Café with a cup of coffee.  Bake Sale items 

should be brought in at 8am on October 22 wrapped and ready to sell.  Delightful 

coffee cakes, special cakes, and nice pieces of pie are requested for the Café.  These 

do not need to be packaged – bring them whole.  Please sign up on the list on the 

bulletin board and online so we know who is bringing what.  Any questions, contact 

Amy York. 

MOST IMPORTANT:  We need to get the word out that this is the place to be on October 22!  

Download a flyer off our website or pick up extra bulletin inserts at church, share us on Facebook, Snap 

us, tweet all about it, tell at least 5 friends, post a flyer at work and one at school, invite friends to meet 

you for the chicken luncheon.  Tell all your friends with a sweet tooth about the awesome bakery of 

goodies.  Plan to meet someone here for lunch.  Then tell 5 more friends. 

The weeks following the Bazaar will be filled with all things Christmas.  We'll have a 

table on November 13 for your holiday decorating needs! 

Faithfully,  

Diane Deardorff, Craft nerd 

 

As a side note . . . I must express my complete delight in the group of talented friends this ministry has 

brought together. Their talents extend way beyond the ability to create art - it includes compassion, 

concern, and love for their fellow crafters.  I have witnessed such healing and joy around our table and it 

is a blessing to be a part of this family of friends.  We share our laughter, tears and stories....and, oh my, 

the stories! 

ELIM REBUILD, RECOVER AND RESTORE NEW ORLEANS KICK OFF MEETING 
Sunday, October 16, 11:45am in the Choir Room 

Katrina and its aftermath was a life-altering experience for residents of New Orleans.  They talk in terms 

of before the storm and after the storm.  They are projected to be "back to normal" in another 5-10 years.  

It has also affected the lives of those of us who have traveled there to assist in rebuilding activities.  The 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/bazaar
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injustice of the response, the contractor fraud, the wonderful people we have met, and just the city itself 

keeps calling us back. 

We invite you to join us on the next transforming New Orleans Service Trip scheduled for July 15-23, 

2017.  Come to an information meeting on October 16 to find out more and pick up registration packets.  

We anticipate the cost to be around $500, depending upon fundraising and airfare costs.  The trip in an 

intergenerational trip open to everyone 15 years old and up, members or friends. 

Any questions, please contact Athena Labberton. 

Laissez les bons temps rouler. 

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, October 15, 10:30am 

If you would like a group of people to pray for you, the third Saturday of the month is one of the times.  

We do this confidentially.  We will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further.  It takes 

about 20-30 minutes.  To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081). 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, October 16, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

October 16 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting which is now held on the third Wednesday of each month.  If 

you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, want to discuss your concerns, give 

feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please feel free to join us.  You can always get 

in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on Elim’s website: 

www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RETIREMENT – KIND OF – FOR DORIS 

Through 15+ years and six pastors, Doris Widger has been the go-to person 

behind-the-Elim scenes.  She has been instrumental in keeping the office in 

modern times, a source of historical information for the newer staff members, 

maintains the only clean desk in 504 Baker Street, and has been the most 

essential employee to the operation of Elim.  But all good things must come to an 

end and Doris has decided to retire effective September 30.  Well, actually, she 

would love to retire but this is only semi-retirement from Elim.  The new 

General Manager will assume part of her job responsibilities.  For a short time 

more, she will retain the important part of her job description – bookkeeping!  So her hours will decrease 

in the office and end once she has properly trained her replacement. 

No, she and Dan are not moving away and won’t cut ties with Elim.  Retirement allows her the freedom 

to care for her mother and spend more time with Daphne, Declan, and Travis.  Maybe Dan, too. 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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REKEYING THE CHURCH BUILDING 

On Friday, September 30, all doors to the church building will be rekeyed!  New keys will be issued after 

signing a usage agreement.  Stop by the office for a replacement to your old key. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

We promise – we are working on the final format of the document and researching printing and 

production costs so sometime this month a new pictorial directory will be available.  Read your Elim 

Express and announcement pages for updates. 

And don’t forget that all this information is already available online.  Contact the office at 

elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for 

your cell phone! 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BIG BUILD VIETNAM 2016  
In partnership with Thrivent Financial  

In early October, John Sedlander and Susan and Rich Rodkin, will be 

traveling to Vietnam to participate in Habitat for Humanity’s Big Build 

Vietnam.  The three of us are part of a team of 15 who are from various parts 

of the U.S.  Our team leader is Tom Greinert from Appleton, Wisconsin.  

Generously underwritten by Thrivent Financial, the building trip will be an 

inspirational service experience as we work to put a dependable roof over the 

heads of many Vietnamese families.  

We will be joining 300 other volunteers from around the world to come together for a week in the Phu 

Tho region located about 50 miles west of Hanoi.  Working together with a community of tea farmers in 

the province, 30 homes will be built during the week with families there.  We’re looking forward to the 

special connection we hope to make with “our family” as we build their new home. 

The people of Phu Tho are among the poorest in the country, and the province is prone to flooding every 

year during the monsoon season.  As shared by Habitat for Humanity in its Volunteer Handbook, many 

families there live in thatched houses with corrugated tin roofs and, with an average monthly income of 

$6, simply cannot afford to make constant and costly home repairs.  The living conditions are bleak and 

many families also lack access to clean sanitation.  

We appreciate the prayers, blessing send-off at Elim, and words of support as we head out on this 

mission. We’ll send photos along to keep everyone updated, too.  http://teamgreinert.blogspot.com/?m=1 

REFORMATION CELEBRATIONS ARE BEGINNING 

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, an Augustine monk, posted his “Ninety-five Theses” to the door of 

the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, protesting the sale of indulgences by the Catholic Church. 

The resulting debate about Christian teaching and practice led to changes that have shaped the course of 

Western Christianity for almost 500 years. At the heart of these wide-reaching changes was a deep 

conviction that God’s mercy or grace in Jesus is given freely to all. When Luther and others learned to 

trust God’s mercy with “a living, daring confidence,” they discovered in that faith the freedom to give 

themselves generously, lovingly in all of life’s undertakings with everyone they met. 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
http://teamgreinert.blogspot.com/?m=1
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“Freed and Renewed in Christ” will be the theme used by the ELCA's 

churchwide organization in its observance of the 500th anniversary of the 

evangelical Lutheran Reformation that began with these Ninety-Five Theses. 

http://www.elca500.org/ 

Mark your calendars for the next live webcast, “Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Witness on the Eve of the Reformation Anniversary,” on 

Thursday, October 27, at 5pm.  As Lutherans, we have 499 years of history, 

but on this day we will explore: 

 What was the Reformation, and what does it mean for Lutherans and ecumenical partners? 

 What is “Declaration on the Way,” and why is it significant for Lutheran-Catholic relations? 

 What might ecumenical and interreligious relationships look like in the future, and what does 

this mean for our faith community? 

Tune in to the live webcast on October 27 by visiting ELCA.org/webcast, where a link to the recorded 

video will be made available after the broadcast.  A live stream also will be available at 

Facebook.com/Lutherans.  If you would like to submit a question to be considered during the live 

webcast, please send it to livinglutheran@elca.org and provide your name and your congregation’s 

name, city, and state.  Continue checking the website for future information concerning our participants 

and selected resources.  We also invite you to participate and join the conversation by using 

#ELCAwebcast on social media. 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (October 13) at 12pm 

in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month.  The October 17 

get-together will be at Mary Wyrick’s home. 

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The October 11 

gathering will be at Marian Olsen’s home. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the Kitchen except October 22 (due to the 

Bazaar).   Cooking at 7-8am, 8-9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great 

bacon vs. sausage debate.  For more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

http://www.elca500.org/
ELCA.org/webcast
Facebook.com/Lutherans
mailto:livinglutheran@elca.org
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WOMEN OF FAITH & FELLOWSHIP (WOFF) EVENTS 

Elim's Women of Faith & Fellowship group is open to all women - college age and beyond - who want to 

explore their faith and develop closer friendships with other Elim ladies.  

Grace Cathedral  
Saturday, October 8, leaving at 9am 

The next outing will be walking the labyrinths of Grace Cathedral and have lunch in San Francisco.  

Please RSVP ASAP to Stephanie Simon. 

Wine @ Cline 
Saturday, November 5; RSVP by October 15  

Join us on a visit to beautiful Cline Cellars outside Sonoma during the afternoon of Saturday, November 

5.  Our activity for the day will depend upon the number in our party and our preference.  If fewer than 

seven people are interested, we will join their scheduled public tour of the Cline grounds (including the 

California Missions Museum) at 1pm followed by tastings.  If seven or more of us plan to attend, we 

have the option to have a hosted tasting for $10 per person or a tour + tasting for $15 per person. 

If you would like to join this fun field trip, please RSVP to Laine Price Gen by October 15. 

MUSIC 

CHERUB CHOIR 
Rehearsals start on October 20, 6:30pm 

All three-year-old children through first graders (and their friends!) are invited to make a joyful noise 

with Miss Vicki and her assistant, Ian, at Cherub Choir.  Rehearsals take place on Thursdays, 6:30-7pm, 

in Room 9.  The choir will delight the congregation with their adorable talents during services on 

November 13 and December 4 as well as the 4pm Christmas Eve service and hopefully an entertaining 

visit to Springfield Place in early December.  Feel free to contact Vicki Olivas Navarro if you have 

questions. 

FESTIVAL CHOIR SEASON BEGINNING SOON 
Rehearsals 7-9pm in the Choir Room beginning October 27 

Come one, come all!  Lift your voices in song to worship and praise during this very special Sunday in 

Advent.  The Elim Festival Choir will begin preparing to sing anthems for both services on December 11.  

We will have rehearsals on Thursday nights in the Choir Room from 7-9pm and a dress rehearsal on 

Saturday, December 10. 

Festival Choir welcomes everyone (Elim members or not) to join us in song.  Singing in worship is a 

wonderful form of prayer!  This is a great opportunity to be part of one of our choirs that calls for a short 

commitment of your time.  I am so energized and excited to see everyone at our first rehearsal! 

- Laila Schoenlein 
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“TWO FOR THE ROAD” CONCERT 
October 29, 7-9pm 

Experience a concert of traditional Celtic and American roots 

music at Elim on Saturday, October 29.  The duet features Donn 

Beedle on fiddle and viola and Karana Hattersley-Drayton on 

vocals, keyboard and guitar. (Many will remember Karana as 

Elim's Children's Choir Director in the 1990s.)  The evening will 

include Irish fiddle tune medleys to bluegrass, gospel and 

Western swing favorites including several numbers from the 

duet's newly released cd, “Bring It On Down to My House.” A 

good will offering will be taken to help defray expenses. 

FAITH FORMATION 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the year, we will all meet in Room 4/5 for a short opening of sing silly songs, recognize students 

celebrating birthdays, and collect our offering to buy honey bees through the ELCA Good Gifts program.  

Then we’ll go to our classrooms until 10:25am: 

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6 (teachers: Jacqulin 

Percy Paul, Alex Miller) 

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9 (teachers: 

Teri Clark, Athena Labberton) 

 J Crew:  5th & 6th grade meet in the History Room (teachers: Mike 

Pesutich, Pastor Patrick) 

We are using a new curriculum this year that coincides with the Narrative Lectionary so our Sunday 

School classes will learn the kid version of that day’s text.   

Note that classes will meet on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays; no class on the 4th Sunday; and we’ll have 

Inter-generational Sunday School on the 5th Sunday. 

5TH-8TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
Saturday, October 22, 6pm 

Pizza, pumpkins, and an a-mazing time!  All 5th-8th grade students (and friends) 

are invited to our October gathering on the 22nd.  We’ll meet at church for pizza 

before driving to the Petaluma Pumpkin Patch to explore the night corn maze.  

Just $5 per person.  We will need drivers and chaperones (no one under the age of 

15 allowed in the maze without adult supervision).  Please RSVP to the office by 

October 20. 
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SUNDAY NIGHT...FUN NIGHT!   
Starting October 2, 5-7pm 

On the first and third Sundays of the month, 7th and 8th grade youth are invited to gather for food, 

community, fun, and faith learning/exploration.  Our first get-together will be on Sunday, October 2, 

from 5-7pm.  High School Youth are also invited to this first get together.  Dinner will be provided by the 

Becker family so please RSVP.  Families will provide a meal for the group on the first Sunday night and 

the third Sunday night of the month will be pizza night.   

HIGH SCHOOL 

Our High School Youth Group is open to students in 9th-12th grades to 

have fun, form friendships, and build our faith.  During the school year, 

the group will regularly meet on Wednesday evenings in Room 10, plus 

throw in some fun activities on weekends.  Stay tuned for details about a 

lock-in this month! 

Middle school and high school youth are invited to walk to Petaluma Market to grab breakfast on the 

first Sunday of every month (October 2) from 9:40-10:25am.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

5TH SUNDAY INTER-GENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
October 30, 9:40am 

This year we are excited to be having 5th Sunday Inter-generational Sunday School!  This will take place 

on each 5th Sunday of the month in the Fellowship Hall at 9:40am.  On these Sundays, children, youth, 

and adults will all come together for some fun, learning, and sharing.  This provides all who participate 

with the opportunity to get to know one another a little better.  The first 5th Sunday Inter-generational 

Sunday School gathering will take place on October 30 at 9:40am!  And it’s for you, whether you are 4 or 

94! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

On Tuesday November 7, 2016, the United States will elect its 45th president.   

During this election season, the Adult Forum will be looking at some hot button 

topics and relevant issues that many in the US are thinking about.  Although the 

forum will follow the book A Letter to My Anxious Christian Friends: From Fear to 

Faith in Unsettled Times, reading this book is not required to participate in the 

forum.  The forum will be a safe space for all who are wishing to contribute to 

the conversation and who are seeking to increasingly add faith perspectives to 

relevant issues.  In too many circumstances, dialogue around many of the issues 

that will be discussed has been hostile and intolerant.  Differing opinions are welcomed, and respect and 

tolerance are a required commitment of those participating in this forum.  

 October 2:  America: Who Are We? & Democracy: A Christian Way to Govern? (Intro and 

chapters 1 & 3) 
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 October 9:  Patriotism: (How) Should Christians Love America? & Parties: What Do We Make of 

Today’s Democrats and Republicans? (chapters 4 & 8) 

 October 16:  War: Have We Had Enough Yet? (chapter 17); guest speaker: Elizabeth Mooy with 

presentation from Israel and Palestine presentation 

 October 23:  Aliens: About Who Belongs Here and Who Doesn’t (chapter 13); Guests – John 

Charles, Judy Peterson 

 October 30:  5th Sunday Inter-generational Sunday School (No Adult Forum) 

 November 6:  Sex: Why We Never Stop Arguing About It (chapter 11) 

 November 13:  Race: One White Christian Tries to Figure it Out & Police: Has It Always Been 

This Bad? & Guns: Our Most Obvious Sickness (chapters 9, 10, & 14); Guest - Dan Widger 

 November 20:  Education: Are All Our Children Learning? (chapter 19 and Conclusion); Guest – 

Melissa Becker 

EXPLORING THE STORY  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD 

Hi Elim Friends, 

Little Shepherd has had a wonderful beginning of the school year!! The children and teachers have all 

been so excited to see their friends from last year and make new friends.  We are looking forward to 

many new learning experiences and amazing adventures in the future.  Pastor Patrick has met us all and 

we look forward to our time with him in chapel each week.  The children especially enjoy helping tell 

parts of the story with him.  We are in the beginning planning stages for our Spring Fundraiser to be 

held at Hermann Sons Hall on March 31.  Please watch for more information as the time grows nearer.  

As always, we appreciate all of the support you give us in our endeavor to make these years with our 

preschoolers special. 

Happy Fall, 

Kathy Fowler 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The October recipient will be Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Service.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering 

envelopes in the back of the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute.  

Today, we face a global refugee crisis of a magnitude unseen since many of our own Lutheran brothers 

and sisters fled the destruction of World War II.  Last year, millions of refugees fled war and violence in 
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their home countries, risking everything in search of peace.  From Syria and Iraq to the Congo and 

Burma, this refugee crisis is part of a troubling global trend: over the past decade, the number of forcibly 

displaced people has doubled to 60 million.  In the face of such destruction and persecution, Lutherans 

around the world have responded by shining the light of God’s love on the path towards safety and 

hope.  

Founded in 1939, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service is the second largest refugee resettlement   

agency in the United States.  Through more than 75 years of service and advocacy, LIRS has helped over 

500,000 migrants and refugees rebuild their lives in America working with many partners in service and 

justice to accomplish their mission.  Refugees are resettled through a network of 28 local organizations in 

26 states, most of which are Lutheran social ministry organizations.  Sixteen of those organizations also 

provide immigration legal services.  Asylum seekers, survivors of torture and other migrants impacted 

by detention are served through 23 partners providing legal and social services including visitation 

ministry.  In addition, they work directly with eight foster care programs at the state level to provide 

family reunification and foster care services for unaccompanied refugee and immigrant minors. 

In FY 2016, the U.S. can expect 85,000 refugee arrivals, and in FY 2017 the Obama administration 

proposes to admit 110,000 refugees.  In the current fiscal year, more refugees are likely to be resettled to 

the U.S. from the Near East/South Asia region than in any year on record, as well as more refugees from 

Africa than in any of the past dozen years.   

http://lirs.org/ 

Donate by using the special offering envelopes, check off ”Special Offering” in the pew envelopes, click on the 

“Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd . 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, October 4, at Lucchesi Park and 

will cover the Westside Pantry on Thursday, October 20, in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start 

serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  

Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who 

needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be 

included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky 

in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Have a productive garden?  Bring your extra produce to the office on Thursdays and it will go to needy 

families at the pantry that evening. 

MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY 
Saturday, October 15, 12-2pm, in the Fellowship Hall 

The Petaluma Danish Sisterhood of America will hold their 5th Annual Tea here at Elim on October 15.  

Tickets are $12 per person and includes tea, sandwiches, and desserts.  Come prepared to compete in 

contests:  best decorated table, most vintage hat, and most outrageous hat.  Contact Lil Miller if you 

would like tickets. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
Saturday, October 15, at Shollenberger Park 

The Alzheimer’s Association® is leading the fight against this devastating disease and the annual Walk to 

End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support 

and research. 

 Participate - Start a team for the Alzheimer’s Association’s Petaluma Walk to End Alzheimer’s®. 

Register your team at act.alz.org/petaluma2016 

 Join An Existing Team 

 Volunteer - The Petaluma Walk To End Alzheimer’s is a community driven event.  Please 

consider volunteering on our Walk Planning Committee, in your local office or as a volunteer on 

walk day.  For more information, contact Mindy Wright, Special Events Manager at (707) 573-

1210 or mwright1@alz.org 

For more information, visit act.alz.org/petaluma2016 

PUPS FOR PEP 
Saturday, October 29; 5-8pm; Cavanagh Recreation Center – 426 8th Street 

“Pups for PEP” is going to be a fun-filled evening with music by DJ MUZCMAM, beer and wine for sale, 

food provided by Mi Pueblo, a silent auction including dog art for sale by local artists, and a Doggie 

Costume Contest with prizes for “Best Costume” and “Best Tricks.” Dress up your furry friends and 

support affordable housing for seniors. Tickets are $20 which includes dinner. There is a $5 registration 

fee to enter the Doggie Costume Contest. Tickets can be purchased by calling PEP Housing at (707) 762-

2336, by going to www.pephousing.org. 

GRATITUDE 
Elim’s three Relay for Life teams – Elim Lites, Elim Lites Too, & Elim Youth – were completely 

overwhelmed this year by the generosity of friends, family, and supportive Elim members.  The 

Petaluma event raised $167,014.50 for the American Cancer Society; our three teams combined accounted 

for $40,667.62 of that total!  Elim was well-represented at Relay with Hadley Deardorff singing the 

national anthem, Pastor Patrick providing the opening prayer, Fran Wilson heading up logistics for the 

event, and Nancy Clarke’s numerous luminaries practically lighting the entire track.  THANK YOU so 

much for supporting our fundraising efforts for the American Cancer Society. 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/CA-NorthernCaliforniaandNorthernNevada?pg=entry&fr_id=8852
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/CA-NorthernCaliforniaandNorthernNevada?pg=entry&fr_id=8852
http://www.pephousing.org/
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ELIM REGISTRY 
Anya McElroy and Manuel Arango were married at the McElroy property by Pastor Patrick on 

September 3. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

August 2016 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    

August 2015 
Year-to-Date 2015 

Budget $26,582 $73,097   

Actual $22,769 $77,501 $25,808 $70,924 

Variance ($3,813) $4,404 ($3,038) $6,577 

Change: -16.7% 5.7% -13.3% 8.5% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

August 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $24,945 $28,705 ($3,760) 

Expenses $30,246 $28,512 ($1,734) 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($5,302) $193 ($5,494) 

Year-to-Date (June-Aug.)    

Revenue $86,429 $81,844 $4,585 

Expenses $94,825 $93,295 ($1,530) 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($8,396) ($11,451) $3,055 

WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
October 2:  McCloud; October 9:  

Atwood; October 16:  open; 

October 23:  Kinsman; October 

30:  open 

 Sept 4 Sept 11 Sept 18 Sept 25 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 50 57 45 58 

10:30am 87 103 100 90 Sept 2016 148 

Wk total 137 160 145 148 Sept 2015 151 
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Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area and contact the office with the text 

you would like printed in the Announcement page that Sunday.  The cost depends on whether you use 

flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

READINGS 
This fall we will continue with the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings. 

On the Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, 

from Creation through the early Christian church.  From now through Advent, Old Testament readings 

move through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and culminate in Advent with the prophets’ 

longing and hope for the coming Messiah. 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of any age 

that represents the text of the day.  See the chart below that gives you the reading you can look up in 

your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to 

copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be almost two 

weeks ahead of the service to give us an opportunity to make your artwork look beautiful when we 

create the bulletin.  Sign up for a date at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin 

and submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org   

 October 2 – Passover and Deliverance 
Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 – A secret command, a strange ritual, and an 

epic journey begins.  Could Israel have even imagined the 

adventure that lay ahead, their tour guide none other than the 

Almighty God? 

 

 October 9 – Golden Calf 
Exodus 32:1-14 – Impatient people sometimes make very foolish 

choices. In an absurd response to Moses’ delay, the Israelites are 

persuaded to melt down their jewelry and form a golden calf to 

worship.  Hmmm...what might God think of that? 

Art by Nam Sun Sin 

 October 16 – God Answers Hannah 
1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 – Hannah knows what she wants, and 

is bold enough to ask for it. However, the intensity of her prayer is 

equaled by her promise to dedicate her son to the Lord. How could 

God resist such a request? 

Art by Aaron Eveland 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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 October 23 – God’s Promise to David 
2 Samuel 7:1-17 – King David wants to honor God, out of respect 

and gratitude for everything he has received. But more than an 

earthly house, God wants to see the promise of David’s ancestry 

fulfilled. 

Main Idea: God may not need as much from us as we might think. 

Art by Sheldon Gen 

 October 30 – God’s Care for the Widow 
1 Kings 17:1-16 [17-24] –  When resources are scarce, we are 

tempted to cling to what little we have. If the widow of Zarephath 

had done the same, she would never have known the unpredictable 

joys of welcoming Elijah the prophet. 

Main Idea: When we care for our planet, our planet cares for us. 

Art Deadline:  October 18 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Diane Day 8 Philip Aldrich 16 Joanna Charles 26 Ronan Curley 

 Gene McCloud  Aidan Cooke 17 Elyse Osman  Lou Navarro 

 Alice Roberti  Liam Cooke 20 Ann DeJong  Judy Peterson 

 Emma Roberti  Marilyn Dizikes 22 Paul Anderson 28 Linden Gen 

2 Nick Eaton 12 Anita Flett  Randal Clapham 30 Nancy Tieken 

3 Paul Behringer 13 Charlotte Siemens  Kim Svinth 31 Ciara Curley 

4 Nicki Navarro  Noelle Skanderson 24 Al Butler  Patty Curley 

5 Tom Hoen  Brittnee Witham 25 Jacqulin Percy Paul   

6 Cheryl Coldiron 15 Joshua Warner  Doren Shaw   

   Mo Yu  Nam Sun Sin   

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

(443) 668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School 

Youth Leader; sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church October 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

2  
9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast 
Walk 

5-7pm Faith Ed & Life Support 
(Fellowship Hall) 

3  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

4  
5pm Elim hosts Eastside 
Pantry (Lucchesi Park) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

5  
2pm Finance Team Meeting 

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

6  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

7  8  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

9am WOFF trip to Grace 
Cathedral 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

High School Lock-In 

9  
 

10  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

11  
12pm Esther Circle (Olsen) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Boy Scout Troop 9 Court 
of Honor (Sanctuary) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

12  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

13  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

14  15  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 

10:30am Healing Prayer 
(Fireside Room) 

11am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

12-2pm Danish Club’s Mad 
Hatter’s Tea (Fellowship Hall) 

16  
9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall) 

11:45am New Orleans Trip 
Info Mtg (Choir Room) 

5-7pm Faith Ed & Life Support 
(Fellowship Hall) 

17 Source Deadline 

7pm Elizabeth Circle (Wyrick) 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

18  
5:30pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

19  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

20  
5pm Elim hosts Westside 
Pantry (Fellowship Hall) 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

7pm Begin set up for Bazaar 

21  
No Preschool 

1pm-?? Set up for Bazaar 

22  
9am-2pm Elim Arts & Crafts 
Bazaar 

6pm 5th-8th grade youth 
group – Pizza & Pumpkin 
Patch 

23  
8am-12pm Bazaar, Part II 
(Fellowship Hall) 

No Sunday School classes 

24  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

25  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

26  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

27  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

28  29  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

7pm "Two for the Road" 
concert 

30 Reformation Sunday 
9:40am 5th Sunday Inter-
generational Sunday School 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

31  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 
Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade  ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades 

J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades  Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 
8:20-11:40am Nursery open 
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