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“On Thanksgiving Day we acknowledge our dependence.”  -William Jennings Bryan 

During this time of year, we express our gratitude for all we have been given.  This is also an 

opportunity for us to evaluate how our time, talents, and financial support can make an impact on 

others.  Check out the Source for opportunities to both give thanks and give to others who will be 

thankful for your giving. 

Saturday, November 5, 10am 
See page 3 

Sunday, November 6 
See page 3 

Sunday, November 20 
See page 4 

 

See page 12 

See page 13 

See page 11 

See page 14 

See page 3 

See page 13 
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TO VOTE OR NOT TO VOTE, THAT IS THE 

QUESTION 
It has been said that for the 2012 general election 58% of the US population turned out to vote.  One 

wonders why the other 42% didn’t.  Perhaps some were too busy.  Perhaps some were sick.  Maybe some 

were stuck in traffic.  But I wonder if more than any of these is the main reason that people feel that their 

vote doesn’t count or make a difference.  After all, California paints blue, so it doesn’t really matter.  

After all, it’s not really my vote that counts but the vote of the Electoral College elector that counts.  And 

that elector may or may not vote in the same way as the people of their home state.  Not to mention a 

vote for a third party candidate.  Forget it.  I admit to being sympathetic to this way of thinking.   

Enter the butterfly effect.  Perhaps you’ve heard of this.  Initially, the butterfly effect was a 

theory presented in the 1960’s arguing that the air moved by the flapping of the 

wings of a butterfly moves air that moves other air that moves other air, etc.  

This flapping of the wings may seem very insignificant, but there are actually 

very significant consequences from the flapping of the wings of that tiny butterfly.  

It is said that at first this theory was thought to be crazy.  Eventually however, this 

theory caught on and it is a theory that is now used in and out of science to refer to 

the idea that small causes can have large effects.   

A few years ago author Andy Andrews wrote a book on the butterfly effect.  Go to YouTube and type in 

“Andy Andrews butterfly effect”.  There you will find Andrews discussing an example of the butterfly 

effect as it relates to people.  In his talk he shares about how ABC named someone their “Person of the 

Week” for hybridizing corn and wheat for arid climates that has been said to have saved two billion 

people from famine.  Andrews goes on to explain how that person who won “Person of the Week” had 

been hired to do that hybridizing work by another person who was passionate about it.  And that person 

who was passionate about it and did the hiring had been taught at a young age about agriculture by 

another person.  And how that person who had done the teaching had been saved at a young age by 

another person, a farmer.  Andy Andrews’ conclusion is that “everything you do matters, to all of us, 

and forever.” 

In Genesis, God creates a world in which humans (and non-humans btw) are given the gift of 

responsibility and freedom.  God is not the sole actress.  God creates others to participate in the drama.  

Others will act.  Others will name and create.  Others will work and till.  This is divine gift.  And what 

these others do and do not do makes a difference and shapes the world in significant ways.  What these 

others do and do not do matters to God.   

So vote, or don’t vote.  But I would argue that given the butterfly effect, and given the way in which God 

has created the world, that everything we do matters and has significant consequences.  Even the 

seemingly insignificant, can have very significant effects.  If this is true, it is good to be thoughtful about 

the steps we take and don’t take; all the while trusting that in our missteps, and missed steps, there is 

grace, and opportunity for the renewal of heart, soul, and vision. 

All the best,  
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NOVEMBER EVENTS  
See our Outreach & Community section starting on page 11 for other important events. 

THANKOFFERING BRUNCH 
Saturday, November 5, 10am-12pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited to come to the annual Thankoffering Brunch at Elim sponsored by the women of 

Elizabeth Circle.  As we gather on November 5, we will give thanks to our gracious God who provides 

for our every need.  We'll also enjoy a delectable brunch together and have an opportunity to chat and 

get to know each other better.  Please come! 

The 2017 officers for Elim Lutheran Church Women (ELCW) will be elected at the brunch and an 

offering for the churchwide Women of the ELCA will be taken that is used to support the ministries of 

the WELCA. 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

Sunday, November 6, is All Saints Sunday.  On this day it has been the tradition of the church to 

remember those saints who have died and gone on to be with God.  This year there will be an All Saint’s 

ceremony at both the 8:30am and 10:30am worship services in which there will be a time of remembering 

all those saints who have died and are on our hearts.  The ceremony will take the place of communion, 

and during it all are invited forward to light a candle in memory of someone.  There will also be a 

microphone set up next to the candles for those participating to say the name of the person they are 

remembering.  Saying the name is optional as is lighting a candle.  The person being remembered may 

have died within the past year or may have died a long time ago.  Either way, at this ceremony there will 

be the opportunity to remember all the saints, to grieve, and to hope.   

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING INFO MEETING 
Info meeting on November 13 at 11:45am in the Choir Room 

Believe it or not, it is time to start planning for the Spring 2017 Mexico House Building Mission Trip!  

The first informational and registration meeting will be held on November 13 at 11:45am in the Choir 

Room, right after the 10:30 service.  Mark your calendars and come to find out about this life changing 

annual Elim Mission!  Information and registration packets will be handed out as well.  This Spring's trip 

is scheduled for March 20-25, 2017, during spring break for many of the Petaluma schools.  Students are 

eligible to attend if they are in 7th grade or higher.  Students in the 6th grade are also able to attend if 

accompanied by a parent.  High School students - this mission also qualifies for 40 service hours and 

looks good on college applications!  Any questions; please call the church office or Roger Davis.  

Come to Learn.  Come to Build.  Give a family Hope. 
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
November 13, 8am-12pm   

If you attended the Elim Arts & Crafts Bazaar, you may have noticed the absence of 

Christmas.  This was done by design.  On the morning of November 13 will be the 

special Christmas version of the Bazaar just in time for your holiday decorating 

needs! 

Unlike last year, our Craft Ministry will not be selling items at various holiday craft fairs in the area, so 

this will be your only opportunity to purchase holiday gifts and decorations that will benefit the local, 

national, and international nonprofit organizations we gift funds to in December. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, November 13, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

November 13 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting which is now held on the third Wednesday of each month.  If 

you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, want to discuss your concerns, give 

feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please feel free to join us.  You can always get 

in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on Elim’s website: 

www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, November 19, 10:30am 

Our healing prayer ministry team welcomes anyone who would like some prayer healing.  They do this 

confidentially and will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further.  It takes about 20-30 

minutes.  To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081).  First appointment starts at 

10:30am.  

THANKSGIVING SERVICES 
Elim has traditionally held a Thanksgiving service on the Tuesday or Wednesday 

evening of Thanksgiving week followed by a pie potluck.  It is important to give 

thanks for the blessings in our lives so the focus of worship services on November 

20 will be Thanksgiving and we will not have a service during the week.  In order 

to maintain some tradition, we will have pie potluck all morning long!  You are 

invited to bring a pie to share during our fellowship time before and after services. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CRAFTER UPDATE 

As I write this update, the rush of Bazaar 2016 is still in the air.  We tried some new ideas and, boy, did it 

pay off!  Our fairy items literally flew out the door: fairy gardens, furniture and even jewelry.  The wee 

folk are charming much of Petaluma. 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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Not to be missed was the intricate work on the fairy gourd houses as well as enchanting works of gourd 

art at the hands of our crafters:  pumpkins, cats, even Jack Skeleton and Olaf.  Wood working was well 

represented with bird houses, lighted pumpkins, garden signs, and even a crow topped pumpkin or two. 

Our savvy sewers strutted the stuff with tea towels, sewing kits, pincushions, aprons, and a quilt so soft 

and cozy people bought a vast amount of raffle tickets for a chance to cuddle beneath it this winter.  A 

big shout out to Kathy Matt and Amanda Cummings for making that happen. 

Our Elim bakers also flaunted their talents of turning butter and sugar into masterpiece pastries, cookies, 

and cakes.  There were even cookies for your pooch. 

With the temping smell of lunch filling the air all morning, not many shoppers could resist the tasty 

treats Gene McCloud prepared for us!  My family and over 80 others inhaled both the chicken and 

vegetarian options.  Hats off to the chef and his amazing staff. 

In case you had any room left, our canning crew made an incredible amount of jams, jellies, chutneys 

and pickles. I sampled my way through them all!  Robin Butts alone prepared 378 jars of homemade 

goodness.  Now you know what a school employee does over summer break! 

We do have some exceptionally nice items left we feel you may regret not having bought. 

So we're introducing THE FRIDAY FIVE.   Each Friday in November we’ll feature five 

items to purchase in the Friday Elim Express.  If you have to have it, contact the office 

and it's yours.  First response, email or phone call gets the item....gift wrap available.  

How's that for easy holiday shopping?! 

Our next few Saturday Brunch Bunches will focus on holiday splendor to prepare for our one-day 

Christmas fair on November 13.  Please join us as we hang out in Room 1, 12-2pm on November 5 and 

10am-2pm on November 12.  All ages and talents welcome!  We'll also do a wreath making potluck or 

two in the following weeks at Fran Wilson’s; dates TBD. 

“Thank you” - two words with a rich meaning of gratitude and awe, to all of Elim for supporting our 

ministry, to the ladies who brunch, and to all our families.  We couldn't do it without you.  

Faithfully and with the help of God, 

Diane Deardorff, Craft nerd 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

OK, so this process takes a little longer than we thought.  We’re aiming for the finished product this 

month so read your Elim Express and announcement pages for updates.  And don’t forget that all this 

information is already available online.  Contact the office at elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-

in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for your cell phone! 

CHURCH CLEAN-UP 

As we enter the season of hospitality – the time of year when we open our homes to friends and family 

for holiday meals – many of us are also turning our attention to what our homes are going to look like 

when those guests come streaming in, especially if someone new is going to be joining us around the 

holiday table. While we may tolerate a little dirt and disorder in our daily lives, we want our dwellings 

spotless for company.  When visitors are coming, it’s time to clean the house.  

FRIDAY 

5 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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We at Elim place a high priority on hospitality, as we extend a warm welcome to guests and visitors, but 

in recent years have not focused as much on the influence our housekeeping may have on their desire to 

return.  Accumulated dust and clutter contribute to a neglected, run-down appearance that can make 

spaces less inviting to guests, and also create less appealing atmospheres for worship, work, and study. 

For most of us, attractive, clean, and well-ordered spaces elicit pride and inspire creativity.  So maybe it’s 

also time to clean the house we share with one another as we go about God’s work. 

A recent white-glove inspection tour of the facility by staff and members of the Leadership Team 

revealed a generally shabby appearance and prevalent dust and cobwebs.  Many areas where grime has 

collected are inaccessible to custodians behind clutter stacked along walls and stashed in corners.  

Several potential safety and security concerns were also identified.  In response, the Leadership Team is 

spotlighting the issue and launching a series of cleanup initiatives.  We invite absolutely everyone to 

take part as you are able and join us in beautifying Elim.  

The effort will be led by a Cleanup Task Force dedicated to sprucing up the physical plant, which will 

identify, prioritize, and implement cleanup projects to address our current needs, and recommend 

procedures to maintain shipshape status once the project is complete.  We are currently seeking 

volunteers for this noble endeavor.  If you’ve been wanting to get involved, but are hesitating to make a 

long-term commitment, this task force has your name on it because it is short term in nature – when the 

work’s done, it disbands.  Naturally the task force will be coordinating with the many groups that use 

our facilities, tapping brains as well as brawn as the work goes forward.  Please contact Becky in the 

church office to join this task force.  

The task force will be sponsoring church-wide volunteer cleanup days, the first of which is 

scheduled for November 12 and targeted at having our public spaces ready for the holiday 

season.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  Stand by for details on the website, 

in the Express, in the bulletin and in front-row announcements. 

Meanwhile, the Facilities Improvement Team continues to concentrate on the refurbishment, repair, and 

maintenance of our buildings – things like structural repairs, flooring, lighting, electrical, etc.  This team 

has a substantial work plan, fully budgeted, for the current fiscal year.  There is a lot of work to do, and a 

faithful few doing it, so this team is also seeking volunteers to round out its membership.  If you have 

expertise in any related area, or, even if you lack expertise but have an interest in helping to keep our 

buildings sound and in good repair, please contact Becky to let her know you’re available. 

As these volunteer efforts are gearing up, we will also increase staffing to clean the facility. While a 

number of concerns motivated the Leadership Team to zero in on cleaning, none was more pressing than 

Little Shepherd’s need for pristine premises for the start of each school day.  When evening use of the 

facilities is not cleaned up properly, it places an additional burden and frustration on our preschool staff. 

Both additional custodial hours and a change in the current scheduling will be required to prevent these 

issues.  We have an immediate need for an individual who can work 2- 3 hours each weekday morning 

starting at 6am, before Little Shepherd opens.  This is a paid staff position.  If you are interested, or know 

someone else who might be, please contact Becky right away.  

To help our custodians keep dirt under control, we all need to tackle the clutter in places like the kitchen 

and second-floor rooms.  We need to assess what “stuff” we really need and remove the rest.  This will 

be done in an orderly manner, and communicated on the website, in the Express, in the bulletin and in 

front-row announcements.  But please take a moment now to consider if there are objects around the 
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church that have sentimental value or other personal significance for you.  It would be helpful to the 

cleanup effort for you to claim them earlier rather than later.  Unclaimed items that are not in use for 

Elim ministries will be removed. 

We’ll also be working closely with groups that are storing items in our facilities to evaluate storage 

options so we can provide optimum usability of our rooms with minimal inconvenience to everyone’s 

activities. 

As you consider what role you will play in the cleanup effort, we also ask you to be attentive to your 

impact on the facility as you carry on other ministries at Elim.  For example, if you open windows to 

allow for circulation, please close them when you leave the area.  When windows are left open, 

additional dirt from outside accumulates and increases our cleaning burden.  Open windows can also 

waste heat and present security risks.  Every group using our facilities should strive to keep their areas 

neat and in at least as good condition as they found them.  Please don’t leave items unlabeled and sitting 

around the church—keep the office informed about them.  We are asking for everyone’s sensitivity to all 

issues that affect the cleanliness and tidiness of our facility.  If you have ideas to support the cleanup 

effort, please send them to Becky so she can get them to the right people.  

We sincerely hope you will be inspired to participate in Elim’s cleanup, contributing your time, energy, 

and ideas, as we work together to make the church sparkle, its appearance a reflection of what is best in 

us. 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (November 10) at 

12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, November 21, at the 

home of Andrea Nortz. 

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The November 8 

gathering will be at Joanne Athearn’s home. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the Kitchen.   Cooking at 7-8am, 8-9am eat 

and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For more 

information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

WOMEN OF FAITH & FELLOWSHIP (WoFF)  

Elim's Women of Faith & Fellowship group is open to all women - college age and beyond - who want to 

explore their faith and develop closer friendships with other Elim ladies.  
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Several members attended the Women’s Weekend at Westminster Woods in January, and they had 

such a wonderful time that they are going again and invite you to come with them.  It takes place on 

January 20-22, 2017.  (For those who would like to come a day early for even more rest and relaxation, 

Women’s Headstart Weekend will begin on Thursday, January 19.)  Rev. Amy Seymour Haney will be 

the speaker for Women’s Weekend, and her topic will be on “Time”, what the Christian faith tells us 

about time, how we can offer attention to God and others in the midst of busy time, and how to meet 

God in the time we have.  You may stay in the regular housing, but several of us are choosing Deluxe.  

We'd love for you to join us either way!  If you want deluxe, you can put down Carol Chavez’s name 

and that way we'll all be together. 

Visit http://www.westminsterwoods.org/adult-programs/ for information and to register. 

MUSIC 

CHERUB CHOIR 
Rehearsals on Thursdays, 6:30pm 

All three-year-old children through first graders (and their friends!) are invited to make a joyful noise 

with Miss Vicki and her assistant, Ian, at Cherub Choir.  Rehearsals take place on Thursdays, 6:30-7pm, 

in Room 9.  The choir will delight the congregation with their adorable talents during services on 

November 13 and December 4 as well as the 4pm Christmas Eve service and an entertaining visit to 

Springfield Place on December 13.  Feel free to contact Vicki Olivas Navarro if you have questions. 

TIME FOR FESTIVAL CHOIR SEASON  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 7-9pm in the Choir Room 

Come one, come all!  Lift your voices in song to worship and praise during this 

very special Sunday in Advent.  The Elim Festival Choir has begun preparing 

to sing anthems for both services on December 11 but it isn’t too late to join.  

We will have rehearsals on Thursday nights in the Choir Room from 7-9pm 

and a dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 10. 

Festival Choir welcomes everyone (Elim members or not) to join us in song.  Singing in worship is a 

wonderful form of prayer!  This is a great opportunity to be part of one of our choirs that calls for a short 

commitment of your time.  I am so energized and excited to see everyone at our first rehearsal! 

- Laila Schoenlein

http://www.westminsterwoods.org/adult-programs/
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am.  Our program has classes for all ages here 

at Elim.  Every Sunday, Little Fishes and ELIMentary Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. 

Offering for honey bees will be collected at the beginning of the gathering.  

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6  

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9  

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History Room at 9:40am. 

If you would like to be involved in Sunday School, please contact Sarah Labberton at 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org.  We are still looking for teachers and other adult helpers. 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM!! 
December 18, 10:30am 

We will have our annual Christmas Program to share the 

story of Jesus’s birth on December 18 at the 10:30am service.  

We will have a dress rehearsal on December 17 from 9am-

11am.  The songs will be practiced at Children’s Church 

during the 10:30 service in the weeks leading up to the 

program.  

The deadline for sign-ups is December 4.  The sign-up forms can be found on the Children, Youth, and 

Family bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or you can sign up online.  Check out the Elim website to 

listen to the songs and for any Christmas Program updates.    

5TH-8TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
Thursday, November 17, 4:45-6pm 

Elim hosts the Westside Interfaith Pantry on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Come on November 17 to 

help our neighbors in need.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 4:45pm to start setting up.  We begin 

distributing food at 5:30pm, followed by clean-up, and should be done at 6pm. 

7TH & 8TH GRADE GET-TOGETHERS 
November 6, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups, 

downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.  

Due to the holidays, the group will only meet on November 6 at 5pm with dinner provided by the 

Martinez family.  

mailto:sarah@elimpetaluma.org
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HIGH SCHOOL 

This school year, we will continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings. 

We are going to meet in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:308pm. This 

month, we will not have a meeting on Wednesday, November 23.  

In addition, we will continue our Breakfast Walk tradition.  Breakfast 

walks are the first Sunday of every month, 9:40-10:25am, starting in the 

Fellowship Hall.  All junior and senior high school youth are invited on these walks.  Make sure you 

bring money for food.  We will either eat at the market or walk back to eat in the Fellowship Hall. 

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

Our first lock-in is this month on November 5–6.  We will meet at Elim at 5pm on November 5.  We will 

eat dinner and breakfast together, play games, and run around the church playing Sardines!  The lock-in 

will end at 11:30am after the second service.  Bring a friend and win a prize!  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

On Tuesday November 8, 2016, the United States will elect its 45th president.   

During this election season, the Adult Forum will be looking at some hot button 

topics and relevant issues that many in the US are thinking about.  Although the 

forum will follow the book A Letter to My Anxious Christian Friends: From Fear to 

Faith in Unsettled Times, reading this book is not required to participate in the 

forum.  The forum will be a safe space for all who are wishing to contribute to 

the conversation and who are seeking to increasingly add faith perspectives to 

relevant issues.  In too many circumstances, dialogue around many of the issues 

that will be discussed has been hostile and intolerant.  Differing opinions are welcomed, and respect and 

tolerance are a required commitment of those participating in this forum.  

 November 6:  Sex: Why We Never Stop Arguing About It (chapter 11) 

 November 13:  Race: One White Christian Tries to Figure it Out & Police: Has It Always Been 

This Bad? & Guns: Our Most Obvious Sickness (chapters 9, 10, & 14); Guest - Dan Widger 

 November 20:  Education: Are All Our Children Learning? (chapter 19 and Conclusion); Guest – 

Melissa Becker 

EXPLORING THE STORY  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 
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LITTLE SHEPHERD 

Save the date!  Little Shepherd’s annual spring fundraiser will take place on March 31, 6:30-10pm, at 

Hermann Sons Hall.  Heavy appetizers and desserts, no host bar, live and silent auction for $15 to benefit 

our fine preschool. 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

TANZANIAN MISSION GRANT PROGRAM 

“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The November recipient will be the 

Tanzanian Mission Grant Program to assist impoverished families during Nancy Clarke’s upcoming trip.  Check 

off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary, or 

click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute.  

The entire Elim Team is planning another mission trip to Tanzania in early 2018, however Nancy Clarke 

couldn’t wait until 2018!  She was invited to attend the wedding of Gideon and Ruth Muna’s eldest 

daughter, Tina, who is getting married on December 17 at Kijenge Lutheran Church.  They expect 

anywhere from 500 to 700 guests!  While there, Nancy plans to treat this trip as a mini mission trip that 

will involve visiting and bringing hope and food to HIV/AIDS families with their health worker, visit a 

few Heifer International sites, and assist and attend part of the New Life Band’s Bible Study Camp in 

Morgoro.  She hopes to fit in a safari for a few days too!  She will be traveling with a friend, Patricia 

Dunlap, who has expressed a desire to go on the Elim mission trip when they go again.  Erika Stonitsch 

has secured their tickets, they obtained their Visas, have malaria medications, and are ready to make that 

long plane ride over the oceans! 

Nancy invites Elim members to “go” with her on this mini 

mission trip with your financial donations.  On this trip 

Nancy plans to continue the donations typical of the 

Tanzania Team:  purchase oil, rice, and flour for HIV/AIDS 

families that is often the only substantial amount of food 

they have had for months and purchase sewing supplies for 

a sewing knitting workshop so that the students can work to 

earn funds necessary to support their families.  November’s 

Second Mile Giving will be designated to the “Tanzanian 

Mission Grant Program” for Nancy to use to support these 

impoverished families. 

If you would like to send along a greeting to any the New Life Band members, Nancy will be happy to 

take them with her and deliver them.  Please bring them by Sunday, November 20.  Asante Sana! 

Donate by using the special offering envelopes, check off ”Special Offering” in the pew envelopes, click on the 

“Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd . 
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KNITTING FOR NAOMI 
Many of you may be familiar with Nancy’s “Knitting for Naomi” Project.  (Tina is Naomi’s’ older sister.) 

Nancy knits all year, sells the products - mostly scarves, hats and headbands - to friends, relatives, and 

folks at Elim, and donates ALL of the sales towards Naomi’s education.  Naomi recently started her third 

year at the Jomo Kenyatta University in Arusha and Nancy plans to attend classes with her for a day in 

December. You can support Naomi’s education by purchasing Nancy’s creations on Sunday mornings in 

December alongside the World Store. 

WORLD STORE 
November 27; December 4, 11, 18; 9:30-10:30am 

Elim's World Store will be stocked with a variety of fairly-traded gifts made by artisans from around the 

world.  Your purchase helps break the cycle of poverty for those families and our profits are used to 

support various ministries of Elim.  Stop by the store in the Fellowship Hall during the Christmas season 

to shop with a purpose! 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, November 1, at Lucchesi Park 

and will cover the Westside Pantry on Thursday, November 17, in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start 

serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  

Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who 

needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be 

included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky 

in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

October Pantry Results 
The October 4 Eastside pantry served a smaller number of patrons than usual.  Forty-two households 

received food representing 128 people, 33 of which were under the age of 18 and 23 who were over the 

age of 60.  Elim purchased 1,858 pounds of food from Redwood Empire Food Bank for $250.19.  Thanks 

to our volunteers for the evening:  Ben & Sue Barnes, Dave Bachman, Cathy Dickson, Bill & Carolyn 

Tennyson, Len & Ruth Svinth, Brian & Joyce Tolson, and Gary & Karen Haugen.  Bill Tennyson and Len 

Svinth are the regular shoppers at REFB for this pantry, Jim Atwood delivers donations from COTS, and 

Brian Tolson hauled tables this month. 

Elim hosted the Westside Pantry on October 20.  Mike Andrus is our buyer at Redwood Empire Food 

Bank and he purchased 1,166 pounds of food for $217.08.  We received a Fellowship Hall filled of food 

from COTS, including enough pints of ice cream to fill our three downstairs freezers.  We accepted a 

trunk full of produce leftover from the Point Reyes food pantry, some leftover milk that had been 

donated to PEP Housing, and the Petaluma High FFA also delivered around 3 dozen eggs from their 

hens as a service project to the community!  We served 65 households (down from the 85 in September) 

that represented 173 people, 46 of which are children and 37 over the age of 60.  Thanks to Jim Atwood 

for transporting the COTS van full of their excess food to Elim, and to the night’s volunteers:  Michael & 

Shirley Cardella, Cathe Kiler, and Greta Choi. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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Help Needed this Month!   
We need someone who can haul tables and other supplies from Elim to the pantry and then on to 

Petaluma Valley Baptist Church on November 1, and volunteers who can do the COTS run on 

November 1 and November 17 (ideally need two trucks/vans).  Please contact the office if you are willing 

and able to assume one of these duties. 

Pantry Angel Tree 
Be part of making a child’s face light up.  This season we would like to give a little something special to 

the children of our pantry families.  There will be a Christmas tree in the Sunday School area and on a 

bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall in November. The tree will be decorated with angels.  Each angel 

will have a small gift to buy.  Examples of the gifts are candy, fruit cups, playing cards, etc.   Please take 

an angel ornament, buy the gift, and return it to the box in the Fellowship Hall or Sunday 

School area by Sunday, December 4.  We will be looking for volunteers to help us 

assemble the packages on Sunday, December 4.  Volunteers will also 

be needed to hand out the gifts at the pantries on Tuesday, December 

6 (Lucchesi Park) and Thursday, December 15 (Fellowship Hall).  

Any questions please contact Barb Villa at barb@elimpetaluma.org. 

“PEP”PED UP FOR THE WARM THINGS PROJECT 

We are excited about directing this year's Thanksgiving Warm Things project to the 300 women and 100 

men living in PEP Housing. We will be gathering new or very-near-new hats, scarves, gloves and socks 

in the collection box in the Welcome Area.  Or you may contribute funds to let us do the shopping for 

you!  We have also applied for a Thrivent Action Team grant to supplement donations.  Every month the 

residents have the opportunity to receive sheets, blankets, towels, etc. from Bed, Bath and Beyond so our 

Warm Project will provide another resource for residents to receive needed items on the same date.  

The deadline to donate items is Sunday, November 13, as the Warm Things will be distributed on 

Tuesday, November 15.  We’ll need helpers on November 13, 9:30-11:30am, to sort and organize the 

items.  Please let Nancy L. Clarke know if you have any questions or are able to volunteer on November 

13.  Thanks for your continued support of this project. 

ELIM R3 NEWS 

We have kicked off our New Orleans 2017 trip.  Completed forms and the $100 deposit are due on 

November 20.  You can find the forms on the Elim website at www.elimpetaluma.org/new-orleans-

2017.html.  If you are interested, or have questions, please contact Athena Labberton. 

Watch for the donut sales to start December 4. 

Make sure to ask Athena about Community Service Projects and the Elim R3 list… 

www.elimpetaluma.org/new-orleans-2017.html
www.elimpetaluma.org/new-orleans-2017.html
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JESUS STOCKING 

An Elim tradition, the Jesus Stocking, returns again this year.  Take the stress out of the 

holiday season (and reducing the amount of stuff we accumulate) by giving a gift to Jesus 

by supporting those with real needs.  We have an extensive list of ministries to choose 

from – Petaluma nonprofits, ELCA services, Tanzanian projects, and various Elim 

programs.  Make a donation and take one of the red gift cards to notify that special 

person that their gift is making a real difference.  Forms will be available on the bulletin 

board by the kitchen after Thanksgiving.  

DONATE SPARE CHRISTMAS CARDS 

For many years, Elim members have donated countless Christmas and all occasion greeting cards which 

Friends Outside in Sonoma County then distributes to inmates at the Main Adult Detention Facility and 

the North County Detention Facility.  These cards assist in keeping positive ties with family and friends.  

You may donate unused greeting cards all year long - there is as box for donations in the Welcome Area.  

At this time of year, Christmas cards are in demand.  Please bring any spare holiday cards by November 

20 so Nancy Clarke can deliver them before her Tanzanian adventure. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 
Saturday, December 3; 10am-4 pm; at Faith Lutheran Church of Sonoma Valley (19355 Arnold Drive, 

Sonoma) 

Stop by for holiday shopping for gifts, home goods, jewelry, and décor handmade by local crafters, 

artisans, and bakers.  Ample onsite parking with full ADA accessibility. 

1,000 PETALUMA BOWLS 
Friday, November 25; 11am-3pm; Hotel Petaluma  

You are invited to Petaluma People Services Center’s fundraiser for their various nutrition programs:  

Meals on Wheels, Adult Day Respite, and the Bounty Farm.  At the November 25 event, there will be 

great food, Petaluma Bowls created by our community – including the bowls designed at Elim’s painting 

party on October 30 - and beautiful pottery designed by some of the Bay Area’s best clay and glass artists 

and studios.  Tickets:  $20 in advance (email admin@petalumapeople.org) or $25 at the door. 

ELKS LODGE BLOOD DRIVE 
November 22, 11am-7pm; 2105 South McDowell Boulevard 

GRATITUDE 
Many thanks to Lynn Harenberg-Miller who shows up with a vacuum and 

cleaning supplies to spiffy up here and there, to George Matt who has been getting 

the church building ready for the rainy season, and to Lou Navarro for his 

immaculate mowing services. 

 

mailto:admin@petalumapeople.org
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ELIM REGISTRY 
Perry Kendon Torbit, son of Pastor Patrick and Allison and little brother to Kinley and Kiera, was born 

on October 1.  His baptism was celebrated at the 10:30am service on October 16. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

September 2016 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    

September 2015 
Year-to-Date 2015 

Budget $22,043 $95,140   

Actual $19,923 $97,424 $21,401 $92,325 

Variance ($2,120) $2,284 ($1,478) $5,099 

Change: -10.6% 2.3% -7.4% 5.2% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

September 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $39,167 $41,410 ($2,243) 

Expenses $26,363 $31,344 $4,981 

Net Increase (Decrease) $12,803 $10,066 $2,738 

Year-to-Date (June-Sept.)    

Revenue $125,596 $123,254 $2,342 

Expenses $121,189 $124,853 $3,664 

Net Increase (Decrease) $4,407 ($1,599) $6,006 

WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
November 6:  open; November 

14:  open; November 20:  Rodkin; 

November 27:  Atwood 

 Oct 2 Oct 9 Oct 16 Oct 23 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 47 60 62 51 

10:30am 78 84 108 105 Oct 2016 149 

Wk total 125 144 170 156 Oct 2015 166 
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READINGS 
This fall we will continue with the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings. 

On the Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, 

from Creation through the early Christian church.  From now through Advent, Old Testament readings 

move through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and culminate in Advent with the prophets’ 

longing and hope for the coming Messiah. 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of any age 

that represents the text of the day.  See the chart below that gives you the reading you can look up in 

your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to 

copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be almost two 

weeks ahead of the service to give us an opportunity to make your artwork look beautiful when we 

create the bulletin.  Sign up for a date at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin 

and submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org   

 

November 6 – Jonah and God’s Mercy 

Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11] - If you want a job done, don’t send 

Jonah. Chances are he’ll end up on a cruise heading in the opposite 

direction, or putting his fellow sailors in mortal peril. And when he 

finally (reluctantly) relents to the task at hand, he regrets his own 

success. Is God’s mercy great enough even for the resistant 

prophet? 

Main idea: God offered mercy to Jonah’s enemies and to Jonah. 

Neither was more deserving than the other. 

Art Deadline:  October 25 

 November 13 – Isaiah’s Call and Sending 

Isaiah 6:1-8 – Isaiah is overcome by a fantastical vision of the Lord, 

sent just for him. He feels bewildered, unworthy, until God’s 

messenger forgives his sin and frees him for the greatest adventure 

of all. 

Main idea: When Isaiah is made clean, he finds himself open to 

God’s call. 

Art Deadline:  November 1 

 

November 20 – A New Covenant Promised 

Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; then 31:31-34 – What do you do when 

the king dislikes your prophecy so much that he simply burns the 

scroll? Start again, Jeremiah. But soon, written covenants will no 

longer be needed, as the people will keep God’s promises where it 

matters most: in their hearts. 

Main idea: The Word of God is written on our hearts – it is what we 

search for our whole lives, and sometimes touch. 

Art Deadline:  November 8 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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November 27 – Daniel’s Hope in God 

Daniel 6:6-27 – King Darius is in a pickle. His friend Daniel has 

violated an unbreakable law, and must now face a den of lions. The 

powerless king spends an anxious night fasting, hoping for a 

miracle. What will the morning bring? 

Main idea: Faith can be something worth giving up one’s life for. 

How that faith is manifested may be quite different for different 

people. 

Art Deadline:  November 15 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Hadley Deardorff 9 John Carter 17 Shirley Bunce 26 Roger Davis 

2 Skip Sommer 10 Gwyneth O'Connor 18 Kathy Brown  Sabina Morgenlaender 

3 Kurt Romstad 11 Hayden Klemenok  Patrick Rabbitt 27 Carolyn Tennyson 

5 Betsy Hall 12 Jaime Sipich 19 Jane Crosby 28 Ron Svinth 

 Teresa Skanderson 13 Joy Carlson 20 Chase Plourde 29 Jill Eskes 

6 Gina Bechtel  Jean Elliott 21 Anthony Chlebowski  Lisa Hilbert 

 Ben Becker  Rosemary Hart  Nancy Clarke  Marilyn Lee 

 Renate Bohn  Eli Reinhard 22 Nancy Cameron 30 Walt Griffith 

7 Jim Eaton  Becky Wyrick  Theresa Castro  Michelle Klemenok 

 Tanya Morgenlaender 15 Ken Clark 23 Kristy Oakes  Diane Nockleby 

8 Walt Kehr  Brigitte Winterboer 24 Lana Reuter  Kyle Wiegmann 

 Luke Svinth       

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

(443) 668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School 

Youth Leader; sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church November 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
5pm Elim hosts Eastside Food 
Pantry (Lucchesi Park) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

2  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team - as 
needed (Fellowship Hall) 

3  
2pm Finance Team Meeting 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

4  5  

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Thankoffering Brunch 
(Fellowship Hall) 

12-2pm Brunch Bunch 
(Rooms 1, 2) 

12pm WoFF: Wine @ Cline 

5pm High School lock-in 

6  All Saints' Sunday 

9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast 
Walk 

5pm 7th-8th Get-together 
(Fellowship Hall)  

7  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

8  
12pm Esther Circle (Athearn) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

9  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

10  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

11  
Office and Little Shepherd 
closed  

12  
Church Cleanup Day 

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-2pm Craft Brunch 
Bunch (Rooms 1, 2) 

 

13  

8am-12pm Christmas Fair 
(Fellowship Hall) 

9:30am Warm Things 
assembly (side room) 

9:30am LT Office Hour  

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Mission Trip Info Mtg 
(Choir Room) 

14  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

15 Source Deadline 

5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

16  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

17  
5pm Elim hosts Westside 
Pantry (Fellowship Hall) 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir 
Room) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

18  19  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10:30am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

6pm Danish Club Meeting 
(Fellowship Hall) 

20  
Deadline to sign up for 2017 
New Orleans Service Trip 

Pie Potluck during fellowship 
time 

21  
7pm Elizabeth Circle 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

22  
5:30pm Westside pantry 
hosted by B’Nai Israel (moved 
from Thursday) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

 

 

23  
Little Shepherd closed 

24  
Office and Little Shepherd 
closed  

25 
Little Shepherd closed

  

26  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

 

27  

 

28  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

29  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Bell Choir (nursery) 

30  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

 SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 
Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade   

ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades   
J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades   

Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 
8:20-11:40am Nursery open 
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