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GEAR UP FOR ELIM’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
June 12-16, 9am-12pm
‐

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Site Leader teams:

Crew leaders

Decorating team

This year’s
mission
project:

THE LONELY AMERICAN LIFE
One of the words used more recently when describing the culture of
America is “lonely”. Those making this claim point to evidence of
neighbors who don’t know one another, people who go through
their days interacting mainly with people they don’t know, and
American life that places a great deal of emphasis on the individual.
I don’t know if you’d agree or disagree with the claim that American
life is lonely. I think I would tend to agree, and wonder if this
loneliness doesn’t also manifest itself in harmful ways in society.
If America really is lonely, one has to wonder why. Affluence?
Ignorance? Aversion to vulnerability? Fear?
Webster chooses “accompanied” as the antonym of loneliness.
Webster defines “accompanied” as “to go with as a companion”.
When starting out, Jesus chose some companions to go with him,
some people to accompany him. I think the stories of Jesus
communicate that Jesus needed alone time and that at times Jesus
felt alone. But, it seems to me that from the get go, Jesus was not a lone ranger. Neither did Jesus call
people to go it alone. Rather, Jesus created a movement in which accompaniment was at its core.
It is said of those first followers of Jesus that
“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:44-47)
Being together. Sharing. Caring. Worshipping. Eating. Having the goodwill of all people in mind.
Sounds to me like a pretty good recipe to combat loneliness.
peace,
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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEW ORLEANS JAZZ DINNER & SILENT AUCTION
Sunday, April 30; 5:30-7pm; in the Fellowship Hall
Come enjoy some authentic New Orleans cuisine - jambalaya, red beans &
rice, a vegetarian entrée option, & dessert - live jazz from Preston Bailey
and his great Jazz Band, and check out the amazing Silent Auction items at
this annual fundraiser to support the 2017 New Orleans Service Trip.
Tickets can be purchased at the door: $10 adults / $8 kids under 12 / $27
family.

MEXICO REFLECTIONS SUNDAY
May 7, both services
The Mexico House Building Mission Team will be sharing
their stories and pictures from this year's very successful
trip during both services on May 7. Come see and hear
about this meaningful mission that our Elim community has
supported again this year.

FANNY PACK MINISTRY
Deadline for donations, initial sorting: Sunday, May 7
Sort, assemble, & deliver: Friday, May 12
Elim will again be providing "Fanny Packs" to about 200 homeless children and adults of Petaluma with
support by a Thrivent Action Team. We need your donations of UNOPENED trial/sample-sized
toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, combs, tissues, lotions, dental floss, as well as children's items
such as crayons, stickers, small activity books, hair ties, flash cards, matchbox cars, etc. Donations need
to be here by Sunday, May 7.
An excuse not to do laundry for a week: we will need to borrow several laundry baskets to do the
sorting. (They will be returned to you after we finish the packing on May 12.) Please help sort and count
the donations on Sunday, May 7, in the Fellowship Hall between 9am and noon. More volunteers will
be needed to assemble the packages in the back of the sanctuary at 9am and then deliver them on Friday,
May 12.
We do this in cooperation with COTS and all of the recipients have been so grateful to receive this useful
gift prior to Mother’s Day. You too will be blessed with your
AEBLESKIVER BREAKFAST
participation in this ministry. Please let Becky Wyrick know if you
Saturday, May 13, 9-11am
can help on any of these dates.

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW? SOUND TECH TRAINING
May 13, 11am
On Saturday, May 13, at 11am, Roger Davis will be hosting a class to
teach other members of Elim how to operate the sound system. To
better serve the week to week use of the sound system, it would be

You are invited to the Danish
Sisterhood’s annual
aebleskiver breakfast at Elim
on May 14. Tickets available
at the door: $8 adults / $4 kids
10 & under.
elimpetaluma.org
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nice to have 6 to 8 persons trained on how to use it so we have coverage at every service. It is actually a
lot easier to operate than it "sounds". If interested, and we hope you are, stop by. The class should take
no more than 1 hour.

BAKER STREET GARDEN WORK DAYS
May 6 and 13, 10am-12pm
If you are looking for some rewarding work, please feel free to come and weed at the Baker Street
Garden located at 506 Baker Street. Around the boxes and yard hosts a number of grasses and weeds.
Plenty of action there. Pick a spot and clear it out. What satisfaction in seeing a cleared area! Our next
garden times will be 10am-12pm on May 6 AND 13 for turning soil and planting. We hope to set up a
watering schedule, too. Anyone interested can call Walt or Cynthia Griffith.

DINE & DONATE AT BRIXX
May 16, 4-9pm
If you like to eat and drink but hate cancer, then visit Brixx Pizzeria on Tuesday, May 16, when a
percentage of your purchases will be donated to Elim’s Relay for Life teams. Brixx is located downtown
in the LanMart Building (16 Kentucky Street) and open 4-9pm (Happy Hours 4-6pm).

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER
Saturday, May 20, 10am
Our healing prayer ministry team welcomes anyone who would like some prayer healing. They do this
confidentially and will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further. It takes about 20-30
minutes. To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081). The first appointment starts at
10am in the Fireside Room (church office building). If you would like them to come to your home, let
the office know also.

ANNUAL MEETING
May 21 at 12:15pm / Potluck at 11:30am
Elim’s Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, May 21, at 12:15pm in the sanctuary. We
will hold a potluck lunch after the 10:30am service and immediately before the meeting
(entrée provided). The annual meeting is our opportunity to gather as a community to
hear a summary of the past year, chart the course for the upcoming year, pass the budget,
and transact other business. All members of the Elim community are welcome to attend
the meeting. We look forward to seeing you there!
Annual Reports will be available starting May 7, and the Leadership Team will be
holding Town Meetings between services on May 7 and 14 to answer any questions you
may have about the budget or other items on the agenda.

DINE & DONATE AT MARY’S PIZZA
Be a “saint” and help raise funds for our New Orleans Service Trip by dining at the eastside Mary’s
Pizza Shack (423 N. McDowell Blvd) on Tuesday, May 23. Bring the flyer (available on our website or at
church) and 20% of your dine-in, take-out, or delivery purchases will be donated towards our group.
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ST. PETERSBURG MEN’S ENSEMBLE IS RETURNING
Friday, May 26, at 7pm
For over ten years, the St. Petersburg Russian Men’s Ensemble has
visited Northern California in the spring, bringing us the music and
culture of Russia. The acapella quartet performs liturgical, classical,
and folk music of the highest caliber. This year, they are performing
on Friday, May 26, at 7pm at Elim.
The classical portion of the show is performed in tuxedos, but for the
folk section, the men change into traditional Russian tunics. Many of
the listeners come year after year to hear songs they have come to
love and new music that the ensemble has chosen for the season.

DAYS FOR GIRLS WORK DAY
Saturday, May 27; 11am-3pm in the Fellowship Hall
We had such a successful event in March that Elim’s Craft Ministry
invites you to participate in the second Petaluma Team of Days for
Girls’ work day in Elim’s Fellowship Hall on May 27. Days for Girls
is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating and distributing
cloth menstrual supplies for girls in developing nations. Too often, girls miss school or drop out entirely
once their menses start. The team will be sewing three of the components that go into the Days for Girls
kits: drawstring bag, liners (similar to pads), and the shield that the pads fit into. This website has great
information and photos to explain all this: daysforgirls.org.
If you are interested, please contact Amanda Cummings. We will need sewers
and non-sewers alike. The components are not difficult to make so bring your
sewing machine if you have a portable one and basic sewing supplies. You could
also bring dark POLYESTER thread and pre-washed fabrics. (Good idea to bring
snacks, too!) We will be collecting fabric donations – leave in the collection bin in
the Welcome Area or bring to the Craft Brunch Bunch gatherings on Saturdays.
Requested fabric characteristics:
•

Colorful stain-busting fabrics, preferably botanicals, geometric or batiks. Prints preferred.

•

Fabrics and threads that are medium to dark in color to disguise stains.

•

Good quality 100% cotton fabric. No knits, corduroys, or home decorative fabrics.

•

AVOID prints that are offensive or illegal in some communities. Prints with people, animals,
faces and figures cannot be sent to Muslim countries. NO camouflage fabrics as these are illegal
in many countries. Fabrics with food, bugs, reptiles, guns, knives, culture-specific themes as well
as girly-glam should be avoided. Butterflies are OK.

Fabric Sizes/Types
•

Drawstring bags take cotton fabric measuring 11” X 28”. Twill tape is also needed for the bags 1/2” to 5/8” wide and at least 36” long.
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•

Liners take two pieces of dark FLANNEL. A piece as small as 8” X 10” works for one side of the
liner so scraps are welcome. Both sides of the liner don’t need to match.

•

Shields take dark cotton fabric at least 10” X 8.5”.

•

Pockets for the shields can be made of scraps of dark fabric 5” X 4.5”. A leftover strip of fabric
from quilting might be perfect!

•

Dark 100% polyester thread is used on all the projects.

Thanks for contributing! The hope of the organization is that the girls will be using these kits for 3 years
so please use good quality fabric.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE!
Starting June 11
Elim’s Worship and Music Planning Team along with the Leadership Team are excited to announce a
new worship schedule for the summer! There will be two weekly worship experiences offered. One
option is on Sunday mornings at 9:30am, and the other is on Wednesday evenings at 7pm.
The ONE Sunday morning worship option has been designed to
provide the Elim faith community with the opportunity to worship
alongside of and get to know those we might not know all that well.
The 9:30am Sunday morning worship experience will have consistent
and familiar elements (message, children’s message, and communion)
and will be led on a rotational basis by all of Elim’s different music
groups and worship helpers. The first Sunday morning summer
worship service will be on June 11 at 9:30am and will follow with a
potluck brunch.
The Wednesday evening option will take place outside on Elim’s patio and has been designed to be more
of a casual worship experience, offering an alternative time for those unable to make Sunday morning
and an alternative experience for those looking to shake things up a little. The Wednesday evening
option will still have similar elements to Sunday mornings (message, children’s message, and
communion) and will be led by guitars, ukuleles and hand drums. Occasionally, Wednesday evenings
will be preceded by potlucks on the patio. The first Wednesday evening summer worship service will be
on June 14 at 7pm.
The picture that is painted of Jesus’ earliest followers is one that does not give so much detail as to what
specific time they worshiped. What is said, however, is that they spent a lot of time together - eating,
praising, and having the goodwill of all in mind. We are thankful for your ongoing commitment to
being a part of the Elim faith community and look forward to meaningful time shared together this
summer!
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YOU’VE GOT QUESTIONS, WE’VE GOT…
Why do bad things happen to good people? Did God kill Jesus? Does somebody have to believe in the
literal resurrection to be a Christian? Is God a democrat or republican?
You are invited to submit a question of faith that you have been wondering
about. Selected questions will become theme questions that will be asked and
considered throughout worship services this upcoming summer, June 11 –
September 3. Questions can be submitted on www.elimpetaluma.org/newsblog/summer-questions or in the comics-covered dropbox by the coffee &
cookies.

GRADUATES IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD?
Deadline to submit information: May 15
We would like to recognize Elim members who are graduating or have graduated since last June in the
June issue of The Source. Please send the name of the graduate, degree, name of school from which
he/she is graduating, and his/her future plans to the church office: elim@elimpetaluma.org. Please limit
this to those who attend Elim.

PURPLE FIESTA: PARTY ‘TIL CANCER TAKES A SIESTA FOREVER!
Sunday, July 9, 4-7pm, Hermann Sons Hall
Elim’s Relay for Life teams will hold their annual major fundraiser on July 9. Join us for a
taco bar, no-host bar, silent (& live?) auction, the popular Boozer Schooner raffle, desserts
to die for, and the purple costume contest. Watch for ticket sales to begin in June.
If you have items you would like to donate towards our silent auction or big-ticket items
for a live auction, please contact Nancy Clarke or Charlotte Siemens.
The fundraiser planning committee will hold their next meeting on Sunday, May 7, at 11:45am in the
Choir Room.
Relay for Life takes place August 26-27 at the Casa Grande High School track. Sign up today to
participate on the Elim Lites, Elim Lites Too, or Elim Youth teams! RelayForLife.org/PetalumaCA

MEALS FOR THE NOCKLEBYS
Would you like to prepare and deliver a meal for our dear members, Diane & Daryll Nockleby, in their
time of need? They would like meals on Sundays and Wednesdays. If you want to jump on this meal
train, please contact the office for information on how to sign up.

ADULT MINISTRIES
MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday (NOT on May 13) in the church kitchen.
Cooking at 7-8am, 8-9am eat and discuss. Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs.
sausage debate. For more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.
elimpetaluma.org
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ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one? Just contact one of the
Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested. Below you will find Circle information and when
they each meet.
•

Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – May 11 – at
12pm in the back of the sanctuary.

•

Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, May 15, at Andrea
Nortz’s home. Debra Jensen Orner will lead Session 4 of their Bible study on “Galatians:
Christian faith and Christian freedom” from Gather magazine. For both Paul and Luther,
freedom in Christ means living life in service to others.

•

Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon. The May 9 gathering
will take place at Liz Ravenscroft’s home.

CRAFTERS UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who created our fabulous Easter creations of jewelry, wreaths, and darling home
decor. Our Saturday Brunch Bunch turned out some exceptionally cute items. Not to be outdone...our
home crafters brought in a wonderful selection of items for our pop-up Easter sale that brought in over
$350 for Elim's general fund!
Our next pop-up sale will be May 7 for Mother's Day! Mark your calendars to
shop, and also join us in crafting....each Saturday from 10am until 1pm in Room 1
or from the comfort of your own home. Our May 27 Brunch Bunch will help
with the Days for Girls Work Day.
Don't forget we are happy to support local nonprofits with a donation from our inventory. Just ask.
Wish List: silk flowers, grapevine wreaths, sandpaper, wax, pillow forms, small plants.
Questions or comments, call or text Diane Deardorff.

FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am. Every Sunday, Little Fishes and
ELIMentary Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. Offering for honey
bees will be collected at the beginning of the gathering.
•

Little Fishes: 3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6

•

ELIMentary Camp: 2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History Room at 9:40am.

elimpetaluma.org
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES
5th – 8th Grade Youth Group
This month we’ll help out in the Baker Street Garden at the work day on May 13 starting at 10am. See
page 4 for details.

6th – 8th Grade Get-Together
May 21, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall
The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups,
downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.

HIGH SCHOOL
We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.
If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do.
You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc. We love to see
youth and young adults help out in the worship services.

Elim Scholarship Applications Due May 1
The Elim Scholarship Committee reminds you that the application period for potential Elim Scholarship
applicants coming to an end. Any student who is pursuing higher education and training and has not
received a prior Elim Scholarship is eligible to apply. Applications are available on the Elim website at
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/scholarship . All applications must be emailed to
elim@elimpetaluma.org or mailed to the church office no later than May 1, 2017.
Scholarship recipients will be recognized and awards will be distributed at a special ceremony at the
10:30am service on Sunday, May 21. We ask that any recipient make every effort to be there to accept it.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
Exploring the Story
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room
Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the
upcoming Sunday. A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch.

LITTLE SHEPHERD PRESCHOOL
Dear Elim Friends,
It is hard to believe that the school year is coming to an end. This month we continued with registration
for the fall. Our Monday/Wednesday 2’s class is nearly full, the Tuesday/Thursday 2’s class is full, the
3’s class is full with a waiting list, and our morning 4’s class only has a few more openings! We are
looking forward to another wonderful school year in the fall.
Our fundraiser on March 31 was a huge success. We raised enough money to continue with our
gymnastics and music programs and replace six of our well-loved scooters. Thank you to all of you who
attended - we were happy that so many of you were able to be there!! We truly appreciate your support.

elimpetaluma.org
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Summer Program
Enrollment has begun for Little Shepherd’s summer program! Each week will have a theme with related
activities. Open to all children ages 3 to 5 who are toilet trained and have attended a preschool program.
Hours are 9am-2pm each day. Contact the school, church office, or see the preschool website
(elimpetaluma.org/preschool) for the registration form.
The total cost of each weekly session is $155, with $50 of that total due with the registration form (this
$50 nonrefundable registration fee guarantees the spot in the class). The balance of $105 is due the first
day of class.
•

Week 1: June 19–23

Walking in the Woods

•

Week 2: June 26-June 30

We Love Pets

•

Week 3: July 10-14

Cooking Creations

•

Week 4: July 17-21

Science, Science

•

Week 5: July 24-28

Underwater Wonders

•

Week 6: July 31-August 4

Exploring Outer Space

•

Week 7: August 7-11

Down on the Farm

•

Week 8: August 14-18

Bugs, Bugs, Bugs

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:
MT. CROSS MINISTRIES
“Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause. The May recipient will be Mt. Cross
Ministries. Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the back of
the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 707-3176431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.
Mt. Cross is conveniently located amidst the beautiful redwoods in Ben Lomond, California – only 20
minutes from Santa Cruz. It offers summer camps for 2nd through 12th grade campers as well as
programming for families and youth including traditional overnight camps, beach camp, night owl
camp, adventure programs, servant events, family camp, congregationally-based day camps, and more.
Churches, schools, clubs and other organizations use Mt. Cross as their group
retreat center by utilizing the Outdoor Conference Center (OCC). Mt. Cross
provides facilities, meal service and program support (as desired) to make the
group's experience as successful as possible. Many groups take advantage of the
Challenge Course and/or climbing tower.
Mt. Cross Ministries supports regional events for the California/Nevada/Hawaii District of the
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA. For instance, Mt. Cross is
the site for the annual elementary, junior high, and high school retreats organized by the Sierra Pacific
Synod Youth Committee (SPSYC).

elimpetaluma.org
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Additional funds are especially critical this year. The winter rains were plentiful throughout California,
however, the storms created water flow that has caused some significant damage as well. At Mt. Cross,
they are drying out from the rain and getting to work on some much-needed repairs. A few highlights
of repairs that will be needed immediately:
•

Drying out flooded structures and mold remediation

•

Repairing or replacing drainage around office and dining hall to prevent future flooding

•

Repairing or replacing downspouts on several structures to ensure proper drainage

•

Repairing road behind dining hall, which the storms rendered impassable

In the short and long term, they are also looking at building upon these immediate repairs to begin
efforts to renovate and upgrade their facilities more generally. Some possibilities include upgrading the
office and meeting facilities, replacing older roofs, as well as resurfacing and repairing gravel paths and
the parking lot.
www.mtcross.org

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES
This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, May 2, at Lucchesi Park and will be in charge of
the Westside Pantry on Thursday, May 18, in our Fellowship Hall. Come a little before 5pm to help set
up. We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm. Bring the kids, a friend
or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours. If you would like
to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office
(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081).

NEWS FROM THE NEW ORLEANS CREW
Fundraising continues: Jazz Dinner & Silent Auction on April 30 (details on page 3), Sunday morning
donut sales, and watch for the fireworks sales coming in late June/early July.
A huge thank-you to all who supported our See’s Candies Fundraiser. Thank you to Brigitte for
organizing and making it go so smoothly.
Next Elim R3 meeting will be held on May 5 at 6:30pm at the Svinth's home. Thank you to Kim and Ron
for opening their home a second time this season. The theme will be Mexican, of course. Happy Cinco
de Mayo!
Laissez les bons temps rouler!

PEP HOUSING’S 3RD ANNUAL HOME ON THE RANGE
May 6, 11am-3pm, at Tomrose Ranch near Santa Rosa
Throw on your western duds and come join PEP Housing for their 3rd Annual Home on the Range Gala!
Enjoy country style BBQ and all the fixin’s. There will be a silent auction and raffle prizes. Don’t forget
about the fun lawn games, cow patty toss competition, photo booth, face painting, and balloon animals.
See their website for details and to buy tickets: http://www.pephousing.org/home-on-the-range-2017/

elimpetaluma.org
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WHY WE GIVE TO ELIM
By Sheldon Gen
I turned 50 this year, and I find myself at a well-documented stage of adult development: lots of
responsibilities coming from both work and family. I suspect my work demands will continue to grow,
but my family responsibilities are peaking right now. My two pre-teens will eventually grow up and
lead their own lives, but for now, Laine and I have to manage four active lives at once. The logistics are
daunting enough, but the real challenge is supporting their social, moral, and spiritual growth. I now
fully understand that saying, “It takes a village to raise a child.”
For Laine and me, our village is Elim. When we moved to Petaluma in 2009, we looked around for that
community where we could develop friendships, find support, grow with peers, and surround our kids
with positive influence. Here are some of the things we found at Elim’s village:
•

Parents who have gone before us, and others growing with us through child rearing.

•

Very active social services and mission projects that model our social responsibilities as Christ
taught.

•

A batch of faith-exploring young adults and teens for our kids to look up to. (And a great source
of babysitters! Thank you Emily, Ian, and Ryan!)

•

An active Sunday school program with kids that ours can grow with.

We know that as our kids become teens and young adults, they will be actively looking beyond their
parents for other models of thought, behavior, and relationships with others and with God. Our hope is
that our commitment to Elim is instilling in them an innate trust that you are their extended family
where they can find those models of living and faith.
We give to Elim because you are our village, and we are so thankful for that.

PLEDGE TO ELIM’S GENERAL FUND
Pledges due April 30!
Elim’s Leadership Team must make critical decisions about what can be included in next year’s budget.
You should have received a time-sensitive mailer form the Leadership Team. Please read the enclosed
letter, think and pray about your giving to Elim’s General Fund, and return the enclosed pledge form by
April 30 OR you can read the letter and complete the pledge form online by visiting Elim’s website:
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/news-blog/pledge
Your financial pledge to Elim’s general fund promotes the mission and vision we all share, supports all
that we care about in our local community and around the world, and is an expression of your core
values as a follower of Jesus. Your pledge is also a vital planning tool that will enable the Leadership
Team to prepare Elim’s 2017-18 budget with confidence.

elimpetaluma.org
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Regular Giving

Month of
March 2017

Year-to-Date

Month of
March 2016

Year-to-Date 2016

Budget

$22,965

$252,124

Actual

$21,682

$235,480

$27,541

$249,982

Variance

($1,283)

($16,644)

($5,859)

($14,502)

Change:

-5.9%

-7.1%

-27.0%

-6.2%

(Easter was in March last year)

Full Year Budget $321,154
Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278
Increase over last year: $10,876
Change: 3.4%

Our 2016-17 approved budget anticipated
an increase in giving.

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we
use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses.

March 2017

Actual

Budget

Variance

Revenue

$26,530

$27,588

($1,057)

Expenses

$27,358

$32,519

$5,161

Net Increase (Decrease)

($828)

($4,931)

$4,103

Revenue

$296,609

$314,083

($17,474)

Expenses

$293,582

$342,640

$49,058

$3,027

($28,557)

$31,584

Year-to-Date (June-March)

Net Increase (Decrease)

GRATITUDE
A HUGE thank-you to all who helped at the April Fool’s Day clean up: Tammy Albertson, JoAnn
Andrus, Roger Davis, Jeanette Genovese, Lynn Harenberg-Miller, Kevin Hart, Rosemary Hart, Peter
Labberton, Sarah Labberton, Alex Miller, Judy Peterson, Dan Widger, Doris Widger, Brigitte
Winterboer, Catherine Winters, Garrett Winters, Keith Winters, Mary Winters, and Mary Wyrick.
Apologies for anyone missed. The church looked beautiful and ready for all the events scheduled.
Thanks to Dan Widger for taking the initiative to change out all the light bulbs in the sanctuary to LEDs
and finally cleaning the large pendants above the center aisle! Helium balloons and confetti cannons are
now banned in the sanctuary.
Julie Prime was a woman on a mission, weeding until she couldn’t take it anymore. She then arranged
to have playground bark delivered, which was placed in beds throughout the property by members of
BSA Troop 9. Thanks to Julie and others who combatted our weed problem before Easter!
From Athena Labberton: Thank you for all the wonderful Lenten soup supper preparers and the table
and chair setter-uppers and taker-downers.
elimpetaluma.org
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Barb Villa gave up something for Lent – her free time. Not only did she give extra at the office in
preparation for additional Lent and Holy Week services, but used up her spare time to make a lot of
soup, prepare extra kids crafts, and cut out every single one of the butterflies you saw flying overhead
on Easter morning (OK, so she had a machine to do it, but it still took a lot of time). Her anxiousness and
stress sure paid off as we were fortunate to have an inspirational and beautiful Lenten and Easter season
largely thanks to her devotion.
Lynn Harenberg-Miller was tired of seeing patches of touch-up painting projects in the overflow area of
the sanctuary. She employed her painter, Chris, to completely paint the walls and ceiling in April.
Thanks to Lynn, Alex Miller, and Chris for completing this large project.
Thanks to our Easter decorating crew: Karen Pesutich, Mary Wyrick, Susan Rodkin, Carol Mayo, Barb
& Rick Villa, Peter Labberton, George & Kathy Matt, and Lynn Harenberg-Miller. We had palms on
Palm Sunday thanks to Dan Deardorff and Bob Reinhard, Don Bent taketh away.

ELIM REGISTRY
Katherine JeanneMarie Kellgren, daughter of Ben and Mollie Kellgren, was baptized during the 11am
service on Easter Sunday.
Betsey McKenna and Rocco Cunnningham were married at Elim on April 22. Betsey and Rocco were
the third generation to be married at Elim following in the footsteps of Rocco’s parents, Lynn and
Cowboy Cunningham (1986), and grandparents, Delmar and Hanne Friedrichsen (1963).

WORSHIP NOTES
ALTAR FLOWERS
May 7: Overton; May 14: open; May 21: open; May 28: Clarke
Help make the altar look special each Sunday! You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you
(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday. Put your
name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area. The cost depends on whether you
use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist.

BULLETIN COVER ART
WOW, have you seen the artwork coming out of our congregation? We have so many talented people of
all ages. Sharing your interpretation of the Sunday reading is so meaningful. Please take a look at the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to see all the artwork that has been submitted. Special thanks to all
who have contributed to creating a cover for the bulletin so far this year.
But don’t stop! We would like to continue featuring artwork each week submitted by members of any
age that represents the text of the day. See the chart on the next two pages that gives you the reading
you can look up in your Bible, the main idea, and a summary. Drawings must be done in dark colors and
easy enough to copy. Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying. The due date will
be the Wednesday before the service. Sign up for a date by contacting the office or online at
elimpetaluma.org
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and submit artwork/photos to
barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.

WORSHIP HELPERS
Thank you to all our worship helpers who consistently sign-up to help. If you haven’t signed up before
and would like to help, please contact Barb or Becky in the office (707)762-4081. Every week we are
looking for volunteers. Many of the positions only require your help during service. You do not have to
make a commitment to do the task every week. Many hands, make light work.

READINGS
We are following the
Narrative Lectionary (NL) in
Year 3 of a four-year cycle of
readings. On Sundays
between April 30 to June 4
(Pentecost) we’ll be looking at
stories of Jesus’ first followers
as they banded together and
created a spirited movement
that was unstoppable.

Apr 2

Apr 9

Apr 16

Apr 30

8:30am

61

126

56

Average weekly
attendance

10:30am

95

156

57 (8am)
182
(9:30am)
172
(11am)
411

74

Apr 2017

155

Apr 2017

245*

Wk total

156

282

130

*3 Easter services

May 7: Stephen’s Witness
Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60 – Introducing Stephen, a man of spirit and grace who
seems to speak with the authority of God. The powerful are known for
attracting attention, but it may not be the sort that Stephen would have
wanted. How far are Jesus’ followers willing to go?
Main Idea: No matter what happens, the truth will win out in the end.
Artwork Deadline: May 3

May 14: Ethiopian Eunuch Baptized
Acts 8:26-39 – The disciples’ mission is now springing up everywhere, this
time in the middle of the desert, with a high-ranking foreign official. What
will this Ethiopian say when Philip reveals to him the astounding truth of
the scriptures?
Main Idea: There is a hole inside of us that can only be filled by God.
Artwork Deadline: May 10

May 21: Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10:1-36 – Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who
is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel
to send for Peter to come to his house and to hear what he has to say.
Main Idea: He is Lord of all
Artwork Deadline: May 17

elimpetaluma.org
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May 28: Council at Jerusalem
Acts 15:1-18 – The early leaders of the faithful had an ever-growing task on
their hands: to keep adding to the numbers of converted while trying to
reconcile the old customs with the new message. Opinions are strong, and
the young church faces one among many threats of division.
Main Idea: It’s easy to find things to argue about – it’s much more fun to see
what makes us all God’s children.
Artwork Deadline: May 24

June 3: Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 4:1-7 – In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies
God’s mother-father heart, in love claiming people as adopted children.
Main Idea: God sent the spirit of His Son into our hearts…
Artwork Deadline: May 31

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1

Leah Kellgren

8

Sarah Labberton

Andrew Skanderson

9

Leenie Atwood

Paul Roberti

Mike Curley

Vivian Tasselmyer

2

Scarlett King

3

Mark Albertson

11

Sheri Boone
Trenton Herrera
4

12

Vicki Haddock
Ellie Hall

13

Philip Sorensen
6

Koko Stephens-Jackson

16

24

Hannah Becker
Kirsten Eveland

25

Virginia Hofer

Elinor Lyon

17

Melvia Rowland

Karin Hoy

Amelia Nordquist

18

Aidan Fusco

Amy Malaise

Jack Jones

Stephanie Simon

Sue Kinsman
Dan Widger

20

Brede Westby

30

Greg Moore

Don Bent

21

Sue Barnes

31

Debra Shaw

Elisa King
14

Joan Hunsicker

Cole Becker

Tara Zamacona

Mike McKinley
22

Shirley Cardella
Lorentz Koagedal

Is Tanzania in Your Future?
Find out on June 11, 12pm, Choir Room
There will be an informational meeting on June 11 open to folks who
might be interested in traveling to Tanzania in February 2018 and/or
supporting the New Life Band when it returns to the West Coast in fall
2018 for their next tour. Contact Susan Rodkin for more information.

elimpetaluma.org
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ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952
Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866
elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit
443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org
Doris Widger, Bookkeeper
762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org
Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager
762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission
To invite all people
To grow in God
And to work together
To heal and transform the community
In Jesus’ name.

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry Scheduler
762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org
Cathe Kiler, Music Director
415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org
Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President
481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org
Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School Youth Leader
sarah@elimpetaluma.org
Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director
769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com

elimpetaluma.org
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Caring • Growing • Serving

Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

May 2017

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

Elim Scholarship application
deadline

5pm Elim at Food Pantry
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell)

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir
Room)

7pm Waves of Grace
(Sanctuary)

6:30pm New Orleans Team
potluck & meeting (Svinths)

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast
(kitchen)

7pm Leadership Team
(Fireside Room)

5pm ELCW Board Meeting
(Fireside Room)

6:30pm High School Youth
Group (Room 10)

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch
(Room 1)

7pm Exploring the Story Bible
Study (Choir Room)

10am Baker Street Garden

2017 Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly (Fresno)

7

8

9

10

11

7:30pm Worship Team
rehearsal (Choir Room)

12pm Esther Circle
(Ravenscroft)

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir
Room)

12pm Grace Friendship Circle 9am Fanny Pack assembly
(back of church)
(back of sanctuary)

6:30pm High School Youth
Group (Room 10)

2pm Finance Team Meeting

9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast
Walk

5:45pm Worship & Music
Planning Committee (back of
sanctuary)

9-11am Danish Club
Aebleskiver Breakfast
(Fellowship Hall)

7pm Waves of Grace
(Sanctuary)

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch
(Room 1)

9:40am LT Town Hall re:
Annual Report (Choir Room)

7pm Exploring the Story Bible
Study (Choir Room)

Mexico Reflections

Pop-up craft sale
9am Fanny pack sorting
(Fellowship Hall)

12

13

10am Baker Street Garden
work day
11am Sound system training

11:45am Relay for Life
fundraiser mtg (Choir Room)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

9:40am LT Town Hall re:
Annual Report (Choir Room)

7pm Elizabeth Circle

Dine & Donate at Brixx for
Relay for Life

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir
Room)

4:45pm Elim's turn at the
Westside Pantry

7pm PHS Spring Choral
Concert

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 6:30pm High School Youth
Study (Choir Room)
Group (Room 10)

7pm Waves of Grace
(Sanctuary)

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch
10am Healing Meditative
Prayer (Fireside Room)

7pm Leadership Team
(Fireside Room)

2pm Loustaunau/Scott
students' piano recital

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Elim Scholarship awards

7:30pm Worship Team
rehearsal (Choir Room)

Dine & Donate at Mary’s
(Eastside) for New Orleans

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir
Room)

7pm Waves of Grace
(Sanctuary)

7pm St. Petersburg Russian
Men's Ensemble (sanctuary)

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast
(kitchen)

11:30am Potluck

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 6:30pm High School Youth
Study (Choir Room)
Group (Room 10)

12:15pm Annual Meeting
5pm 6th-8th Get-together
(Fellowship Hall)

28
No Sunday School classes

29
Office & preschool closed

30

31

7pm Exploring the Story Bible Deadline to register for VBS
Study (Choir Room)
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir
Room)
6:30pm High School Youth
Group (Room 10)

11am-3pm Days for Girls
Work Day (Fellowship Hall)

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation

8:30am & 10:30am Worship
8:20-11:40am Nursery open
for children 4 & under

Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th
grades
J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades

