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Get All Wrapped 
Up in Big Fun        

at Vacation Bible School! 
June 13-17, 9am-12pm + VBS Sunday on June 19 

$40 per camper 

3-year-olds through incoming 5th graders 

Join Joseph as he swats away scorpions in a dark prison cell...stroll 

through the golden splendor of Pharaoh's palace...experience 

exotic sights and smells in an Egyptian bazaar...be carried away by 

music wafting through enticing desert air.  What a week of fun—

and lasting Bible learning! 

Register by May 31 at: 

www.elimpetaluma.org/vbs 

VBS Director is Diane Deardorff:  vbs@elimpetalma.org  
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We will also need a variety of older 

students and adults who can 

volunteer as Crew and Site Leaders.  

Training on Sunday, June 5, starting 

at 11:45am.  Lunch provided!  Visit 

our website to sign up. 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/vbs
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MAY EVENTS  

MEXICO REFLECTIONS 
May 1 at both services 

Our Mexico House Building Mission Team had a wonderful experience in Tecate over Spring Break.  

Come to either or both services on Sunday, May 1, to hear and see what impacts this trip had on our 

team members.  They built this home for Iglesia Cristo el Sanador Church in Tecate that will be using it 

to provide shelter for transitional families in the area until they can find more permanent housing.  This 

home will be a gift to an even larger community! 

FANNY PACK MINISTRY 
Deadline for donations:  Sunday, May 1  

Sort, assemble, & deliver:  Friday, May 6 

Elim will again be providing "Fanny Packs" to about 200 homeless children and adults of Petaluma with 

support by a Thrivent Action Team.  We need your donations of toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, 

soap, combs, tissues, lotions, dental floss, as well as children's items such as crayons, stickers, small 

activity books, hair ties, flash cards, matchbox cars, etc.  Donations need to be here by Sunday, May 1. 

We'll need to borrow several laundry baskets to do the sorting.  They will be returned to you after we 

finish the packing.  Please help sort and count the donations on Sunday, May 1, in the Fellowship Hall 

between 9am and noon.  We will then assemble and deliver the actual packs on Friday, May 6, beginning 

at 9am. 

We do this in cooperation with COTS and all of the recipients have been so grateful to receive this useful 

gift prior to Mother’s Day.  You too will be blessed with your participation in this ministry.  Please let 

Nancy L. Clarke know if you can help on May 6. 
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NEW ORLEANS SERVICE TRIP 

Jazz Dinner & Silent Auction 
Sunday, May 15, 5:30-7pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Come enjoy some authentic New Orleans food – jambalaya, red beans 

& rice, étouffée - and check out our amazing Silent Auction on May 15.  

Advance tickets can be purchased at the Sunday morning doughnut 

table:  $8 adults / $6 kids under 12 / $25 family.  All proceeds will go to 

Elim R3 to support the New Orleans trip in July and to make a donation 

to St. Bernard Project.   

Virtual Tea Party 
Would you like to participate in a virtual tea party?  We are hosting one on Mother's Day.  With a small 

donation, you can sit in your own most comfortable chair and enjoy a cup of tea at the same time as 

other people who feel passionate about showing compassion with the people of New Orleans.  Check 

out the invites at the Sunday morning doughnut table or contact Athena Labberton. 

Dine & Donate 
Tuesday, May 3 

You may also support the New Orleans team by eating pizza!  Go 

to the new Mary’s Pizza on McDowell on May 3 with a flyer in 

hand so that the team will receive 20% of your purchase.  Good for 

carry-out, too.  Get your flyer at the doughnut table on Sundays or 

on our website: 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/new-orleans-2016.html 

ANNUAL MEETING 
May 22 at 12:15pm / Potluck at 11:30am 

Elim’s Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, May 22, at 12:15pm in the sanctuary.  We will hold a pot-

luck lunch after the 10:30am service and immediately before the meeting.  The annual meeting is our 

opportunity to gather as a community to hear a summary of the 

past year, chart the course for the following year, pass the budget, 

complete the process of constitutional amendments that we began 

last year, and transact other business.  All members of the Elim 

community are welcome to attend the meeting.  More information 

about the agenda will be coming in the weeks ahead.  We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

 
 

AEBLESK I VER  BREAKFAST  
Saturday, May 14, 9-11am 

You are invited to the Danish 

Sisterhood’s annual 

aebleskiver breakfast at Elim 

on May 14.  Tickets available 

at the door:  $7 adults / $3 kids 

10 & under. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTOR KAREN JOHNSON 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ at Elim, 

It is with great joy that I share this good news with you:  On April 3, the congregations of Faith Lutheran 

Church in Murphys, CA, and Mountain Ranch Lutheran Church in Mountain Ranch, CA, called me to be 

their pastor.  Thanks be to God for this first call to ministry of Word and Sacrament! 

You are invited to my Service of Ordination on Saturday, April 30, at 1pm at Elim.  Thank you to the 

many people who are working to plan and prepare for this celebration. 

It has been a long journey for me -- nearly eleven years since beginning seminary, five years since 

graduating and being approved for ordination.  During that time, you have regularly inquired how it 

was going, invited me to preach, and offered me encouragement and hope.  Thank you for all your 

prayers and support!  You have been my faith family for 23 years and God has truly blessed me through 

you.  

In Christ, 

Karen Johnson 

ROGER DAVIS RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD 

Elim is proud to announce The National Lutheran Association on Scouting 

(NLAS) for the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) has awarded Roger 

Davis the Lamb Award in recognition for his 20+ years of dedicated service to 

church, scouting, and community.  

As many of you may know, Roger has been active member of his community 

and Elim for over 20 years. He has served Elim particularly in many different 

capacities:  Sunday School educator, active participant and coordinator of 

multiple Mexico House Building trips, chaperone for youth outings, church 

softball league, Festival Choir, and other community service activities. 

Roger was nominated for the Lamb Award by the Elim’s Leadership Team and Troop 9’s Leadership 

Committee & Scoutmaster Staff for his 10+ years of dedicated support to Scouting.  He joined the local 

BSA Council as a Tiger Cub Den Leader in September 2005, shortly thereafter he took on the 

responsibilities of Cubmaster for Petaluma’s Pack 8, whereby he served in that position for two years.  

He served additional three years as Assistant Cubmaster while his son (Christian) rose through the ranks 

of Cub scouting.  In 2010, he joined Elim’s Troop 9 as an Assistant Scoutmaster along with his son as a 

boy scout, and has remained a valued member of Troop 9.   

Since his joining, Troop 9 has blossomed from about a dozen scouts to over 24 registered scouts, and the 

Troop is fast becoming known for its Community Service and outreach.  Roger has taken on the Lead 

Coordinator position for the troop’s annual Tri-Tip & Pasta Feed fundraiser for the past four years, 

which is one of our two main fundraisers for the boys, allowing them to earn money to help pay for half 
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their summer camp tuition.  He also coordinates all our IT issues for the Troop’s Courts of Honor and 

our yearly Emergency Preparedness Fair, which is our second main fundraiser each year.     

The BSA’s mission is to provide boys and young men with a safe and supportive environment whereby 

they learn not only how to become responsible young men but also how to lead, follow and take pride in 

themselves and their accomplishments.  They also encourage each boy to live by the Scout Oath and Law 

every day.  

This is but a small summarization of why Roger is deserving of and has been awarded the Lutheran 

Lamb Award.  Roger embodies Elim’s Mission and the BSA’s Vision every day of his life, by always 

being willing to serve God and others: scouts young and old, Elim church youth and adults, Petaluma 

schools, community and country.  Congratulations Roger! 

GRADUATES IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD? 
Deadline to submit information:  May 15 

We would like to recognize Elim members who are graduating or have 

graduated since last June in the June issue of The Source.  Please send the name 

of the graduate, degree, name of school from which he/she is graduating, and 

his/her future plans to the church office:  elim@elimpetaluma.org.  Please limit 

this to those who attend Elim. 

ELIM SCHOLARSHIPS 
Application deadline is May 1 

Any student who is pursuing higher education and training and has not received a prior Elim 

Scholarship is eligible to apply.  The Elim Scholarship is a tangible way for the Elim Community to 

provide financial and spiritual support to scholars in our community.  We would love for that person to 

be you. 

Applications are available on the Elim website.  All applications must be emailed to 

elim@elimpetaluma.org or mailed to the church office no later than May 1, 2016. 

Scholarship recipients will be recognized and awards will be distributed at a special ceremony at the 

10:30am service on Sunday, May 22.  We ask that any recipient make every effort to be there to accept it.  

If you have any questions about the Elim Scholarship, please contact the church office. 

Elim Scholarship Fund 
Those who are interested in contributing the scholarship fund are invited to make donations ‐ make 

checks payable to “Elim” and put in offering basket or send to the church office.  Or you may find 

electronic giving an easier way to make contributions to the Scholarship Fund; visit 

www.elimpetaluma.org, click on the donation button and then scroll down to the Scholarship Fund.  

You can either use an existing Simply Giving account by signing in, or pay by credit card or electronic 

transfer from your bank account.  You can even set up monthly gifts to this fund as well as other funds. 

Call the church office if you need any assistance. 

Thank you for your continuing contribution to the future of our congregation. 

-Elim Scholarship Committee 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
www.elimpetaluma.org
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ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (May 12) at 12pm in 

the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month (May 16).  The May 

meeting will be hosted by Rosemary Hart. 

 Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The May 10 gathering 

will be at Mary’s Pizza on East Washington Street. 

Women of Faith & Fellowship (WoFF) 
Thursday, May 12, 6:30pm at Lana Reuter’s home 

Please join us for the last meeting of the Women of Faith & Fellowship (WoFF) group before summer 

hiatus.  Bring finger foods/tapas and be prepared to discuss our plans in the fall.  WoFF is open to all 

women, college age and beyond, who want to explore their faith and develop closer friendships with 

other Elim ladies.  If you have questions or to RSVP, email Lana Reuter. 

Crafting Ministry  
The Elim Arts & Crafts Bazaar will be held on October 22.  Now is a great time to start crafting your 

contributions to this biennial fundraiser for the ELCW and its ministries and other worthy charities. 

One way to contribute now is through your embroidery skills . . . We are in need of embroiderers to 

tackle a set of dish towels.  These are great sellers and our cupboards are empty.  Kits are available in the 

Welcome Area – take it home and bring it back when completed.   

Due to everyone’s hectic schedule at this time of year, our Saturday morning Brunch Bunch will take a 

break and resume in the summer along with some summer camps. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet in the kitchen at 8am most Saturdays, except when bumped, for a pass 

the hat breakfast and spiritual discussion.  On May 14, meet at 9am to attend the 

Danish Club’s aebleskiver breakfast. 

For more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

 

SATURDAY MORNING HEALING MEDITATION 
Saturday, May 21; first session at 10:30am 

A small group of people under the guidance of Ann Geddes meet to practice healing meditation.  We 

welcome the chance to participate in meditative healing.  This process was shown in church a couple 

years back with Pastor Tim.  It is a process of asking for God's help in the healing of your body/soul or 

another at your request.  We do this in private and will not ask any further questions of you unless you 

generate the conversation.  If you feel more comfortable with us coming to your home (in the Petaluma 
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area), we would be glad to do this.  We are a group of 7 people at maximum, but three to four could 

come if a smaller group is wanted, that will be glad to share our love and Christ's with you.   At this 

point, we meet on the third Saturday of the month in the morning with (10:30 and 11:15 appointments).  

May 21 is our next scheduled meeting date.  Please contact the office and speak to Becky for an 

appointment (762-4081). 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 

If you have a vocal or instrumental gift, we want to hear it!  The Worship & Music Planning Committee 

is scheduling talent for special music (the music during offering) for summer services.  If you are willing 

to perform in front of our grateful congregation, please contact Cathe Kiler at cathe@elimpetaluma.org or 

(415) 302-1934. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, May 8, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

May 8 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  This is one in a monthly series that will be 

held the Sunday before the LT’s regular monthly meeting.  If you have questions or suggestions for the 

Leadership Team, want to discuss your concerns, give feedback, or just get to know the members of the 

LT better, please feel free to join us.  You can always get in touch with the LT at other times by using the 

contact form on Elim’s website: www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

BAKER STREET GARDEN 

Baker Street Garden is getting a clean-up.  We pulled weeds at the beginning of April.  Our beds are 

being planned.  If you would like to help by planting, watering, and/or pulling weeds, please contact 

Cynthia or Walt Griffith (707) 778-0471 or email at cgriffith2@att.net. 

The major purpose for the garden is to help supply the food pantry and also to offer produce to the 

community. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

It has been about eight years since our last pictorial directory.  With new members and a new pastor on 

the horizon, it is time for an update.  This will be a directory like no other - no stuffy studio shots for this 

Elim directory.  We will be taking photos on primarily on Sundays between services.  Watch for 

upcoming information and dates. 

RELAY FOR LIFE  
Meeting on May 15, 11:45am, Choir Room 

We are still in the planning stages for the Elim Lites’ major fundraiser for 

this year’s Relay for Life season.  Join us on May 15 to discuss our options for 

a fun-filled fundraiser. 

If you would like to join the Elim Lites or Elim Lites Too teams, please sign 

up on the Relay website:  relayforlife.org/petalumaca 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
http://www.relayforlife.org/petalumaca
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LATEST FROM LITTLE SHEPHERD  

May is going to be a busy month for all of us at Little Shepherd.  It’s hard to believe that the school year 

is nearly over.  We have had a lot of fun adventures.  On May 6 we will have our Spring Fundraiser here 

at Elim from 6–8pm.  The money raised at this event will help us to continue our gymnastics and music 

programs.  In June we will say goodbye to 33 four year olds when they graduate.  Our classes for the fall 

are nearly full and we are looking forward to another exciting year in September.   

Enrollment is now open for Little Shepherd 

Lutheran Preschool’s summer program!  Each week 

will have a theme (see below) with related activities.  

Open to all children ages 3 to 5 who are toilet 

trained and have attended a preschool program.  

Each weekly session is $155 plus a $40 

nonrefundable registration fee.  Hours are 9am-2pm 

each day.  Contact the school, church office, or see 

the preschool website (elimpetaluma.org/preschool) 

for the registration form. 

Week 1:  June 20 - June 24  Cooking with 

Friends 

Week 2:  June 27 - July 1  Dinosaurs 

   July 4-8  No classes this week 

Week 3:  July 11-15  Jungle Safari 

Week 4:  July 18-22  Treasure Island 

Week 5:  July 25 - 29  Disney Adventures 

Week 6:  August 1-5  Let’s Go Camping 

Week 7:  August 8-12  Olympics 

Week 8:  August 15-19  Animal Buddies 

FAITH FORMATION 
CHILDREN & YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

Sunday morning classes are held 9:25-10:25am and will also offer Children’s Church during the sermon 

at the 10:30am service.  There will be no classes on May 8 (Mother’s Day), and May 22 will be the last 

day of Sunday School before the summer break. 

Godly Play:  3-year olds through 1st grade; Room 6 

On May 22 we will join the ELIMentary Camp waffle breakfast following our shortened 

lesson. 
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ELIMentary Camp:  2nd-4th grades; Room 9 

Bring your spare change this year to help buy piglets through ELCA World 

Hunger. 

ELIMentary Camp students and their parents are invited to the end-of-the-year waffle breakfast during 

class on Sunday, May 22.  Bring your appetite and enjoy a waffle breakfast with ELIMentary to say 

thanks for a great year! 

Confirmation I:  5th -6th grades; History Room; May 1 and May 15   

Jr. / Sr. High 
Middle school and high school youth are invited to walk to Petaluma 

Market to get breakfast on the first Sunday of every month (May 1) from 

9:40-10:25am.   

The high school group also meets between services for our Sunday Sit-

downs every Sunday from 9:40-10:25am.  During the sit-downs, we will continue 

our Wednesday discussions and talk about volunteering opportunities during the worship service.   

High school youth and friends are also encouraged to join us on Wednesday nights for fellowship and 

fun every week!  Meet in Room 10, 6:30-8pm, to continue to “be the change.” 

Contact Sarah Labberton with any questions or comments at sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

Adult Forum meets on Sundays between services, now to study and discuss a book by Philip Yancey, 

Soul Survivor: How Thirteen Unlikely Mentors Helped my Faith Survive the Church.  The pun on “soul” is 

intended as Yancey tells his faith story which rises out of a heavy fundamental church tradition and how 

he survived by reading other Christian authors.  In telling this story, the book becomes a sampler of 

twentieth century Christian writing and authors.  We will read at the pace of a chapter a week and meet 

for a faith dialogue with our sisters and brothers here at Elim.  You may purchase electronic versions for 

Kindle or NOOK.   

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings from the 

previous Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

 

 

mailto:sarah@elimpetaluma.org
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OUTREACH 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   
MT. CROSS MINISTRIES 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The May recipient will be Mt. Cross 

Ministries.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the back of 

the sanctuary, or click on the “Donate Now” button on our website to contribute.  

Mt. Cross is conveniently located amidst the beautiful redwoods in Ben Lomond, CA – only 20 minutes 

from Santa Cruz.  It offers summer camps for 2nd through 12th grade campers as well as programming 

for families and youth including traditional overnight camps, beach camp, night owl camp, adventure 

programs, servant events, family camp, congregationally based day camps, and more. 

Churches, schools, clubs and other organizations use Mt. Cross as their group retreat center by utilizing 

the Outdoor Conference Center (OCC).  Mt. Cross provides facilities, meal service and program support 

(as desired) to make the group's experience as successful as possible.  Many groups take advantage of 

the Challenge Course and/or climbing tower. 

Mt. Cross Ministries supports regional events for the 

California/Nevada/Hawaii District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod and the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA.  Mt. Cross is also the site 

for retreats organized by the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Committee 

(SPSYC). 

See their website for information about their fun 2016 summer camps, Counselor in Training program, 

and Special Friends camp for adults with developmental disabilities.  You can also join them Memorial 

Day Weekend as they prepare their facilities for the upcoming summer season.  Families participate in 

various work projects, enjoy evening activities, and conclude the weekend with their Memorial Day 

BBQ. 

www.mtcross.org 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, May 3 at Lucchesi Park and will cover the Westside Pantry on 

Thursday, May 19, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 

5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high 

school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be included in the 

reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 
Sunday, May 1 

Katy & Bud Cardwell with the Alzheimer’s Association of the North Bay will have a table in the 

Fellowship Hall on May 1 to provide information about the Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Petaluma on 

October 15 as well as the types of programs available to assist people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and 

support for caregivers. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 11 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.  The suggested date for 

the 2016 dedicated day of service is Sunday, September 11, the 15-year anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2011, 

terrorist attacks on the United States. 

Past Elim projects for this day have included stream clean up, “Cookies & 

a Smile” for seniors, making dog blankets for the animal shelter, weed 

eradication at Shollenberger Park, and various jobs at the Mary Isaak 

Center/COTS. 

Over the past two years, Athena Labberton has coordinated this event for 

Elim.  She has a monumental conflict this year (ask her about it!) so we are 

hoping someone or a team will be willing to take on organizing this day of 

service.  Please contact the office if you are willing to help or if you have 

project ideas. 

HOME ON THE RANGE FOR PEP 
May 14, 11am-3pm, at Tomrose Ranch 

Dig out your Western duds and bring the family!  Join PEP Housing for a fun-filled day of country style 

barbecue, DJ spinning country and Americana music, hay rides, face painting, cow patty toss, numerous 

lawn games with prizes, a spectacular raffle, silent auction and a down home good time!  All proceeds 

benefit affordable housing for seniors.  Advance tickets are $30 adults/ $20 kids under 15.  

www.pephousing.org  

HELPING THE MOST VULNERABLE 

Over the past five years, 21 homeless men and women in Petaluma have died outside and alone.  The 

Committee on the Shelterless (COTS) now has an outreach specialist, Randy Clay, to build relationships 

with our most vulnerable neighbors and help them get access treatment, medical services, and housing.  

If you see someone you think needs help, please call Mr. Clay at 322-2732.  Together, we can save lives 

(www.cots-homeless.org). 

STILL MY PARENT 
Sunday, May 22, 1-4pm, at Hospice of Petaluma (416 Payran Street) 

Hospice Services of St. Joseph Health – Memorial Hospice, Hospice of Petaluma, and North County 

Hospice - invite you to attend their yearly event to honor parents who have died.  The day includes 

meaningful and fun activities in an outdoor fair-like environment.  All children and teens ages 5-18 are 

welcome even if the death happened a long time ago and few memories remain.  Children are 

encouraged to bring an object or photo for the group memory table.  Children must be accompanied by 

an adult.  The event is free of charge, donations are welcome.  Pre-registration is required.  RSVP to Gina 

Carini at (707) 568-1094. 

http://www.pephousing.org/
http://www.cots-homeless.org/
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PETALUMA DAY LABOR INITIATIVE (PDLI) 

At the Steering Committee's April meeting, an update on the 

County Day Labor Collaborative (CA Human Development, which 

oversees the Fulton and Healdsburg Day Centers; Graton Day 

Labor Center, and Petaluma People Services, umbrella to PDLI) 

reviewed funding efforts to present to the County.  The 

Collaborative goal is to obtain three year funding to continue 

employment of our Petaluma organizer, Javier Antezana, among 

other county organizing, and to nurture support for day laborers in the city of Sonoma.  Javier continues 

to spend time on the street corner where the laborers gather, advocating for them, providing resource 

information on community services, and encouraging workers' input on what they wish to see in a day 

labor center.  A new neighbor adjacent to the corner has complained to the police department about 

noise and substance abuse.  It is hoped that the Police Chief and Officer involved in the calls will attend 

our next meeting to address the issue.   

Discussions are on-going regarding a location and possible participation with other local non-profits in 

the development of a Petaluma Day Labor Center.  Javier has been approached by a local farmer, who is 

willing to provide employment with training in organic farming.  PDLI will consider funding additional 

wages above that being offered by the farmer to match what they normally receive ($14 - $20 per hour). 

GRATITUDE 
Thanks to Walt & Cynthia Griffith for trimming and clearing out the dead bushes underneath the 

kitchen window along Baker Street.  

Thanks to my Elim family for all the good wishes, cards, and prayers sent my way.  I have felt your love 

and concern during my surgeries and recuperation.  I have more treatments ahead of me so keep the 

prayers coming!  

With gratitude,  

Nancy L. Clarke 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Neil Jackson passed away on February 10.  His Celebration of Life was held at 

Elim on April 2.  

Bob Kinsman passed away on March 29.  Bob had been an active member since 

joining Elim in 2006, including his service on the Call Committee in 2015.  A 

Celebration of Life was held at Elim on April 23. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Giving   June   July  August   Sept  Oct  Nov   Dec  Jan Feb Mar  Year-to-Date  

Last Fiscal Year 20,623 20,107 24,861 20,099 22,391 24,689 37,518 22,101 22,812 28,381 243,582 

This FY Budget 21,000 21,000 24,600 21,000 24,000 26,000 38,200 23,000 23,000 30,000 251,800 

This Fiscal Year 22,502 22,615 25,808 21,401 22,415 27,282 32,889 24,127 23,403 27,541 249,982 

Unrestricted Funds 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

March 2016 Actual Budget Variance 
Revenue $31,609 $35,788 ($4,179) 

Expenses $30,148 $3,605 $457 

Net Increase (Decrease) $1,461 $5,183 ($3,722) 

Year-to-Date Actual Budget Variance 

Income $295,976 $304,316 ($8,340) 

Expenses $292,707 $311,731 $19,024 

Net Increase (Decrease) $3,269 ($7,415) $10,685 

Full Year Forecast Actual/Forecast Budget Variance 

Income $369,356 $377,592 ($8,236) 

Expenses $356,782 $377,592 $20,810 

Net Increase (Decrease) $12,574 -- $12,574 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

May 1:  Ordination; May 8:  open; May 15:  open; May 22:  Barnes; May 29:  Clarke  

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

READINGS 

Narrative Lectionary ends at Pentecost.  During the summer, we will follow the revised common 

lectionary. 

 

May 1:  Faith, Hope, and Love (Mexico Reflections) 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ‒ Love is the glue that binds humanity together. It is a 

living, breathing thing that gives life to those who hold it within themselves and 

give it away. Today’s reading describes clearly how love operates and thrives in 

this world. 

Additional text:  Mark 12:28-31 

 

May 8:  Death Swallowed in Life 

1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 ‒ To quell a debate over life after death, Paul wrote 

quite eloquently about new life made possible by the death and resurrection of 

Christ. Not only has Christ given us new life here on earth – a life driven not by 

fear, but by hope, faith, and love – but Christ has also made possible eternal life 

with our creator, God. 

Additional text:  Mark 12:26-27a 

 

May 15:  Gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost) 
Acts 2:1-4 ‒ On the day of Pentecost (50 days after Christ’s resurrection), many 

were gathered together when God sent God’s Holy Spirit to enter the world and 

motivate people to serve God and others. It was a community event that sparked 

the spread of Christianity worldwide. 

Additional text:  1 Corinthians 12:1-13, Mark 1:4-8 

 May 22:  The Holy Trinity (1st Sunday after Pentecost) 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5 

John 16:12-15 

 May 29:  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 96:1-9; Galatians 1:1-12 

Luke 7:1-10 

  



elimpetaluma.org        MAY 2016  |  PAGE  15  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Andrew Skanderson 8 Sarah Labberton 16 Joan Hunsicker 24 Hannah Becker 

2 Scarlett King 9 Leenie Atwood  Paul Roberti  Kirsten Eveland 

3 Mark Albertson  Mike Curley  Vivian Tasselmyer 25 Virginia Hofer 

 Sheri Boone 11 Elinor Lyon 17 Melvia Rowland  Karin Hoy 

 Trenton Herrera 12 Betty Hammer 18 Aidan Fusco  Amy Malaise 

4 Vicki Haddock  Sue Kinsman  Jack Jones  Stephanie Simon 

 Ellie Hall  Dan Widger 20 Brede Westby 26 Pastor Bill Wessner 

 Philip Sorensen 13 Don Bent 21 Sue Barnes 27 Jacob Williamsen 

6 Koko Stephens-Jackson  Elisa King  Mike McKinley 30 Greg Moore 

 Tara Zamacona 14 Cole Becker 22 Shirley Cardella 31 Debra Shaw 

     Lorentz Koagedal   

 

 

 

 

 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm 

 

Pastor Bill Wessner, Interim Pastor 

330-207-7827 / pastorbill@elimpetaluma.org   

Doris Widger, Business Administrator 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Dan Widger, Call Committee Chair 

callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School 

Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

Preschool: 769-0462 / 

Littleshepherd123@gmail.com  

 Apr 3 Apr 10 Apr 17 Apr 24 Average weekly 
attendance  8:30am 68 53 47 59 

10:30am 103 100 96 94 Apr 2016 155 

Wk total 171 153 143 153 Apr 2015 217 

     Easter 2015 in April 

 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:callcommittee@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church             Come & See May 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Mexico Reflections 
Elim Scholarship application 
deadline 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(History Room) 

9:40am Jr/Sr High Breakfast 
Club walk to Petaluma Mkt 

2  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

3  
Dine & Donate for New 
Orleans at Mary’s - McDowell 

5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Room) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

4  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

5  
2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

6  
6-8pm Little Shepherd 
Fundraiser (Fellowship Hall, 
Sanctuary) 

7  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

8  No Sunday School 
9:40am Sunday Sit-down High 
School Youth Group 

9:40am Leadership Team 
"Office Hour" (Fellowship)  

9  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

10  
12pm Esther Circle (Mary’s 
Pizza – E. Washington) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbell Choir (loft) 

11  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
Meeting (Fireside Room) 

12  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

6:30pm Women of Faith & 
Fellowship (Reuter) 

7pm PHS Spring Choral 
Concert (sanctuary) 

13  14  
9am Danish Club Aebleskiver 
Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

9am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(aebleskiver breakfast) 

 

15 Source Deadline 

9:40am Confirmation I 
(History Room) 

9:40am Sunday Sit-down High 
School Youth Group 

11:45am Relay for Life 
fundraising mtg (Choir Room) 

5:30-7pm Jazz Dinner & Silent 
Auction 

16  
7pm Elizabeth Circle (Hart) 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

17  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

18  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

19  
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

 

20  21  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10:30am Healing Meditative 
Prayer sessions (office) 

22  

Last day of Sunday School 

9:40am Sunday Sit-down 
High School Youth Group 

11:30am Potluck 

12:15pm Annual Meeting 

23  
7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room) 

24  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

25  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team Mtg, as 
needed (Fireside Room) 

26  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

 

27  28  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

29  
9:40am Sunday Sit-down 
High School Youth Group  

9:40am Adult Forum (Choir 
Room) 

 

30 
Office & Preschool closed 

7:30pm Worship Team (Choir 
Room)  

31  
Deadline to sign up for VBS 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

 
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open 
 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 
Godly Play (Room 6): 3yrs-1st grade 

ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd-4th grades 

Adult Forum (Choir Room) 
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