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March 1; meal at 6pm, service at 7pm 

A free-will donation spaghetti dinner will be served in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 6pm.   

We will then gather in worship at 7pm where we will confess our sins, receive the imposition of 
ashes, and prepare our hearts and minds for the next 40 days of Lent. 

Join us on Wednesdays, March 8–April 5, for soup suppers served 6:15-7pm, services at 7-7:30pm.  
Our services will revolve around the five “raw materials” that Krista Tippett calls the “breeding 
grounds for wisdom” in her book Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living. 

 March 8 – Words; soup supper host: Elim R3  

 March 15 – Flesh; soup supper host: open (contact Athena Labberton if interested in hosting any 
of the soup supper dates) 

 March 22 – Love; soup supper host: open  

 March 29 – Faith; soup supper host: open 

 April 5 – Hope; soup supper host: open  

Proceeds from the free-will donation Wednesday evening meals and Lenten service offerings will 
support the Elim scholarship fund. 

Adult Forum will be reading Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living by 
Krista Tippett during Lent. 
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E=MC2 AND JESUS=ABUNDANT LIFE 
I think a great deal about a moral equation Einstein made that is as radical in its way as his mathematical 

equations, if far less famous.  He began his life with a profound faith in the social good of the scientific 

enterprise – a community of cosmic endeavor that should transcend tribal rivalries and national 

boundaries.  Then he watched German science hand itself over to fascism.  He watched chemists and 

physicists become creators of weapons of mass destruction.  He said that science in his generation had 

become like a razor blade in the hands of a three-year-old.  He began to see figures such as Gandhi and 

Moses, Jesus and Buddha and St. Francis, as ‘geniuses in the art of living.’  He proposed that their qualities 

of ‘spiritual genius’ were more necessary to the future of human dignity, security, and joy than objective 

knowledge. 

These words come from the introduction of Krista Tippett’s new book 

Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living, a book I received 

as an unexpected gift this past Christmas from a family member.  In her book, 

Tippett interviews a wide range of people, as she listens and invites her 

readers to listen for insight into how to live life well.   

It seems to me that there’s never really a bad time to be inquiring into the 

mystery and art of living, but that perhaps now is a really, really, really good 

time to be doing so.  

Jesus once told some people that he was like a good shepherd who cared for 

his/her sheep.  Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I 

came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)   

You don’t have to be an Einstein to figure out that some voices are helpful and that others are not.  

Perhaps we could say that some voices come to steal, kill and destroy.  These voices are perhaps often 

the loudest of voices, and never seem to be in short supply.  These voices sound like intolerance, 

reactivity, fear, helplessness, hopelessness, and despair.  But then there are those other voices.  Those 

voices that are not screaming to be heard.  Those voices that take a little bit of seeking to find.  Those 

voices that are more nuanced.  Those voices that require us to pause and reflect.  Those voices that lead 

to tolerance and calm, courage and action, hope and peace.  It seems to me that the task in life is indeed 

to counter-culturally slow down, and open our ears, hearts and minds that we would inquire to listen to 

those “genius” voices that give life and life abundantly.   

best,  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

BAPTISM/AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

On Wednesday nights during Lent, those interested in being baptized, those seeking to affirm their 

baptism (confirmation), those interested in joining Elim, those interested in recommitting to the faith, 

and those who are simply interested are invited to join a small group of people who will look at some 

foundations of faith with Patrick.  These one-hour sessions will take place following midweek Lenten 

services (usually 7:30-8:30pm unless noted otherwise).  The group will culminate with those wishing to 

be baptized/confirmed or wishing to join Elim being able to do so on Easter morning. 

 March 1, 8-9pm – Genesis to Revelation in 60 minutes 

 March 8 – Lutherhuh? 

 March 15 – No session 

 March 22 – No session due to Spring Break 

 March 29 – Banned questions about Christians 

 April 5 – Churchy stuff (those wishing to learn more about baptism and communion are invited) 

 April 12, 7-8pm – Intro to Elim and faith sharing party 

Please contact the office if you would like to participate in this series or certain dates. 

DAYS FOR GIRLS WORK DAY 
Saturday, March 4; 12-5pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Elim’s Craft Ministry invites you to participate in the Petaluma Team of Days for 

Girls’ work day in Elim’s Fellowship Hall on March 4 from 12 – 5pm.  Days for 

Girls is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating and distributing cloth 

menstrual supplies for girls in developing nations.  Too often, girls miss school or 

drop out entirely once their menses start.  The team will be sewing three of the 

components that go into the Days for Girls kits: drawstring bag, liners (similar to pads), and the shield 

that the pads fit into.  This website has great information and photos to explain all this:  daysforgirls.org.  

If you are interested, please contact Amanda Cummings.  We will need sewers and non-sewers alike.  

The components are not difficult to make so bring your sewing machine if you have a portable one and 

basic sewing supplies.  You could also bring dark POLYESTER thread and pre-washed fabrics.  (Good 

idea to bring snacks, too!)  We will be collecting fabric donations – leave in the collection bin in the 

Welcome Area or bring to the Craft Brunch Bunch gatherings on Saturdays. 

Requested fabric characteristics: 

 Colorful stain-busting fabrics, preferably botanicals, geometric or batiks. Prints preferred. 

 Fabrics and threads that are medium to dark in color to disguise stains. 

 Good quality 100% cotton fabric. No knits, corduroys, or home decorative fabrics. 

 AVOID prints that are offensive or illegal in some communities.  Prints with people, animals, 

faces and figures cannot be sent to Muslim countries.  NO camouflage fabrics as these are illegal 

https://www.daysforgirls.org/
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in many countries.  Fabrics with food, bugs, reptiles, guns, knives, culture-specific themes as well 

as girly-glam should be avoided.  Butterflies are OK. 

Fabric Sizes/Types 

 Drawstring bags take cotton fabric measuring 11” X 28”.  Twill tape is also needed for the bags - 

1/2” to 5/8” wide and at least 36” long. 

 Liners take two pieces of dark FLANNEL.  A piece as small as 8” X 10” works for one side of the 

liner so scraps are welcome.  Both sides of the liner don’t need to match. 

 Shields take dark cotton fabric at least 10” X 8.5”.  

 Pockets for the shields can be made of scraps of dark fabric 5” X 4.5”.  A leftover strip of fabric 

from quilting might be perfect! 

 Dark 100% polyester thread is used on all the projects.  

Thanks for contributing!  The hope of the organization is that the girls will be using these kits for 3 years 

so please use good quality fabric. 

TASTY TACOS 
Sunday, March 5, 5-7pm 

The Mexico House Building Team is having their Taco Dinner & Silent Auction on Sunday, March 5.  

Help support this most excellent mission trip while enjoying some totally awesome tacos!  Cost is $5 per 

person or $20 per family.  Tickets will be sold on Sunday mornings and on the day of the Taco Dinner.   

EASTER BASKET ESSENTIALS:  SEE’S CANDIES  
Pre-sales begin March 5 

Elim R3 will be selling See’s Candies as part of the fundraising efforts for our New 

Orleans service trip in July.  Hop on over to the donut table for order forms and see all 

the yummy, eggstraordinary Easter goodies.  Orders are due on or before April 2 

(forms may be dropped off in the See’s Candies box found in the “Welcome” area or 

at the donut table).  Please include payment with your order - checks payable to 

Elim Lutheran Church with “NOLA” in the memo line.  You may pick up your 

goodies at the donut table on Palm Sunday (April 9).  If you have any questions, 

please call Brigitte Winterboer. 

TROOP 9 TRI-TIP & PASTA FEED 
Saturday, March 11 at 6pm 

Help send Elim’s Troop 9 Boy Scouts to camp by attending their annual Tri-Tip & 

Pasta Feed and silent auction!  The menu includes grilled marinated tri-tip, red and 

green pasta, salad, garlic bread, drinks, and dessert.  Tickets can be purchased for $30 

adults / $10 kids (12 & under) on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall or by 

contacting John Schempf or Roger Davis.  Seating is limited. 

BAKER STREET GARDEN 

Baker Street Garden – our community garden at 506 Baker Street – needs to be prepared for the spring.  

Be a part of this ministry by cleaning up the weeds in and around the beds and planning for the next 
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crops.  Work days this month are scheduled for Saturday, March 11, 9-11am, and Monday, March 20, 

11am-12:30pm.   

If you are interested in helping in any way (pulling weeds, planting later on, or general watering for 

periods of time), we welcome your help, even if you can only spare just an hour or two.  Call Cynthia or 

Walt Griffith. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, March 12, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

March 12 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting.  If you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, 

want to discuss your concerns, give feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please 

feel free to join us.  You can always get in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on 

Elim’s website: www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

By the way, the Leadership Team is pleased to announce that Sheldon Gen is the newest member of the 

LT.  He serves as the at-large member, taking the place of Lynn Harenberg-Miller who resigned in 

January.    

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, March 18, 10am 

Our healing prayer ministry team welcomes anyone who would like some prayer healing.  They do this 

confidentially and will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further.  It takes about 20-30 

minutes.  To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081).  The first appointment starts at 

10am in the Fireside Room (church office building).  If you would like them to come to your home, let 

the office know also.  

WORLD STORE 
March 19 & 26, April 2 & 9; 9:30-10:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Find some great additions to your Easter baskets that also make a difference in the world!  Our World 

Store will sell fair trade products in the Fellowship Hall on the four Sundays before Easter.  Proceeds 

from the World Store support various Elim ministries. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
First meeting:  Sunday, March 19, 11:45am in Choir Room 

The Petaluma Relay for Life event takes place on August 26-27 at Casa Grande 

High School.  Yikes – that only gives us a couple months to plan and execute a 

major fundraiser!  Anyone interested in joining Elim’s Relay teams is encouraged to 

come to our first team meeting on March 19.  We have painted Lagunitas, Zodiacs, 

and Hermann Sons Hall purple . . . what’s next?  Bring your ideas and enthusiasm about a fundraiser to 

benefit the American Cancer Society. 

 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Dust off the Easter baskets and get your running shoes on for our annual Easter Egg hunt on April 9!  We 

will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:40am and walk over to the lawn as a group.  

We are looking for candy donations to fill the Easter eggs that we already have.  Please bring bags of 

candy to the collection bin located in the church office or in the Welcome Area between Sunday, 

February 26, and Sunday, April 2.  

If you have enough will power to fill plastic eggs with candy for an hour or two without eating any, 

please contact Kristy Oakes.  

CRAFTY BRUNCH BUNCH 

Our new year has been very productive.  So far we had a great time 

making a vast selection of Valentines that raised almost $200 towards our 

mission trips to New Orleans and Mexico. 

A very generous donation of fabric and foam has us cranking out pet beds to donate to our local animal 

rescue groups.  We should be able to offer them at least two dozen!  Our group seems to be very fond of 

all things furry and four legged.  The items for pets we produced for our last Bazaar were some of our 

best sellers, so it seems our congregation is also quite ready to spoil our many pets. 

Going forward we turn our focus to Easter and the arrival of spring . . . and another mini craft sale on 

April 2.  Even if the skies are still dark and gloomy, our craft room will blossom with blooms of every 

color.  Join us Saturday mornings in Room 1 from 10am -1pm.  Our March 4 get-together will involve 

sewing for the Days for Girls work day that afternoon.  All ages and talents are welcome. 

Wish List:  wreaths, silk flowers, floral tape, floral wire, gourds 

Questions or comments, call or text Diane Deardorff. 

LUTHER LECTURE:  LUTHER AND WOMEN 
Wednesday, March 8, 9am; PLTS Chapel of the Cross 

Dr. Else Marie Wiberg Pedersen, Professor of Systematic Theology at University of Aarhus, Denmark, 

will give the lecture titled “Luther and Women.”  From a contextual, hermeneutical, and theological 

perspective, Dr. Wiberg Pedersen will elucidate this theme that has been at once highly debated and, in 

fact, minimally examined.  Dr. Wiberg Pedersen will address such questions as: What was the situation 

of women in the 16th century Europe?  How can we (or how should we) understand Luther’s alternately 

Latin and German rhetoric, especially his formulations on and to women, in the many different genres in 

which he wrote?  And how do Luther’s view on women and his theology intersect?  How can we 

evaluate Luther’s theological reform project and his achievements that took place in a special 16th 

century setting, historically and politically, without imposing our 21st century values on him, yet with a 

validity for the future?   More information and live video stream of the event:  

http://www.plts.edu/events/3727/  

Thank you to the crafters 
whose Valentine’s sale 
generously benefited our trip! 

-New Orleans team 

http://www.plts.edu/events/3727/
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SPRING CLEANING 
April 1 

Elim R3 is sponsoring a Cleaning Day on Saturday, April 1, and we aren't fooling!  Come help ready the 

church and upstairs for Palm Sunday, Easter, weddings, and the Jazz Dinner all happening in April.  

Sign up at the Donut table on Sunday mornings and join us.  There will be refreshments… 

MUSIC 
CHERUB CHOIR 
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Do you know any children looking for a fun music experience?  Invite them to join Cherub Choir!  Our 

primary focus is children ages 3-7, but older children who want to sing with us are welcome!  It's a 

great avenue for them to explore their faith!  During this session they will sing during two 10:30am 

worship services (March 5 and April 2) as well as a community outreach performance at Springfield 

Place Retirement Community.  Cherubs meet on Thursdays at 6:30pm in Room 9.  Questions?  Feel free 

to contact Vicki Olivas Navarro. 

FESTIVAL CHOIR SEASON BEGINS 

I am so excited to share that Festival Choir has been asked to provide the music for the two services on 

Palm Sunday, April 9.  To be prepared, we will have to start our rehearsals on Thursday, March 2.  

I realize that some members shy away from singing for Palm Sunday because they expect the musical 

message to represent the days of Holy Week and that could be somber and pensive, but know that 

Pastor Patrick and I have discussed the music for those two services and we will be choosing uplifting, 

inspirational, and rhythmical anthems.  The repertoire will be beautiful, varied and enjoyable.  I hope 

that all of you will be able to participate and that those who were unable to sing last December will 

return to help us for Palm Sunday. 

Rehearsal dates are on Thursdays, 7-9pm, in Elim's choir room: 

 March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 April 6 

 Saturday, April 8 dress rehearsal (time TBA) 

 Palm Sunday Services - April 9 at 8:30am and 10:30am 

In order to choose appropriate selections, it would be very helpful to 

know the make-up of the ensemble. If you know that you can join, 

please let me know ASAP.  One does not need to be a member of Elim 

to participate in Festival Choir so invite your friends! 

Remember – after Palm Sunday, you will have an eight-month break before Festival Choir meets again, 

so don’t miss the opportunity to share your voice in meaningful prayer through singing.  I look forward 

to seeing everyone on March 2. 

-Laila Schoenlein  
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ADULT MINISTRIES 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.  

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – March 9 – at 

12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, March 20.  They will 

study Session 2: Children of God through faith (Galatians 2:19-3:29) from the Bible study on 

“Galatians: Christian faith and Christian freedom” in Gather magazine. 

 Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The March 14 

gathering will take place at Vivian Tasselmyer’s home. 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am.  Our 

program has classes for all ages here at Elim.  Every Sunday, Little Fishes 

and ELIMentary Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. 

Offering for honey bees will be collected at the beginning of the 

gathering.  

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6  

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9  

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History Room at 

9:40am. 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

5th – 8th Grade Youth Group 
Tuesday, March 7, 5pm 

Join us on Elim’s night to host the Eastside Interfaith Food Pantry.  Meet in the north parking lot of 

Lucchesi Park at 5pm to help set up for the 5:30pm distribution. 
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6th – 8th Grade Get-Together 
March 12, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups, 

downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.   

High School 
We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.  We will 

also meet for the Breakfast Walks on the first Sunday of every month, 9:40-10:25am, starting in the 

Fellowship Hall.  All junior and senior high school youth are invited on these walks.  Make sure you 

bring money for food.  We will either eat at the market or walk back to eat in the Fellowship Hall. 

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

During Lent, the Adult Forum will be reading Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living 

by Krista Tippett which is also the basis for this year’s Lenten services.  We have pre-ordered copies of 

the paperback that will be released on February 28 so check with the office if you are interested in 

obtaining a copy. 

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD NEWS 

Spring Fundraiser 
Friday, March 31; 6:30-10pm at Hermann Sons Hall 

Support Elim’s preschool by attending their annual fundraiser on March 31.  Your 

$15 ticket entitles you to an adults-only evening of socializing, heavy appetizers, no 

host bar, and silent and live auctions to raise funds to support the mission of Little 

Shepherd and special programs such as gymnastics and music classes with Banjo 

Bill.  More information can be found on their website or contact the school for 

tickets. 

Registration is Open . . . and Filling Up! 
Registration has begun for the 2017-2018 school year!  Forms can be found on Little Shepherd’s website 

(www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool) or in the office.  

 2’s Program:  must be two years old by September 1, 2017; Monday/Wednesday or 

Tuesday/Thursday, 9:15-11:15am, for $192/month 

file:///C:/Users/Elim4-Acer/Dropbox%20(Elim%20Petaluma)/Source/www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool
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 3’s Program:  must be three years old by September 1, 2017; Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9-11:30am, 

$235/month; or add Friday mornings for $330/month (all 3’s classes are full) 

 4’s Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2017; Monday/Wednesday/Fridays, 8:30-

11:30am, $290/month, or 

 Pre-K Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2017; Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 12:30-

3:30pm, $302/month 

 Extra enrichment classes available for 4’s on Mondays and/or Fridays for an additional $27/session 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The March recipient will be Lutheran 

Campus Ministry.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in the 

back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 707-

317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith and life. The mission of campus 

ministry in the ELCA is to invite people in academic settings to engage more deeply with the teachings 

of Jesus Christ and the community that bears his name, so that they can discover and fulfill their 

vocation as disciples.  

ELCA campus ministry is a Lutheran ministry for students, faculty, staff and others on campus, not just 

a ministry for Lutherans. It provides an ELCA presence at more than 180 state and private colleges and 

universities with cooperating congregations in campus ministry at an additional 400 campuses 

nationwide.  Lutheran Campus Ministries in our synod:  U.C. Berkeley, U.C. Davis – The Belfry, Fresno 

State, CSU Monterey Bay, and Episcopal Lutheran Campus Ministry at Stanford. 

www.elca.org/campusministry/  

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, March 7, at Lucchesi Park (with the help of the 

5th-8th grade youth group this month) and will cover the Westside Pantry on Thursday, March 16, in 

our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually 

done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who 

needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about 

pantries, please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION TRIP  

Team Meeting 
The final team meeting will be held on Sunday, February 26, at 11:45am in the Choir Room.  We will 

make final preparations for the Taco Dinner fundraiser and the trip.  It is very important for everyone to 

attend.  The remaining $130 payment is also due on this date. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

January 2017 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    
January 2016 

Year-to-Date 2016 

Budget $24,851 $205,055   

Actual $20,095 $190,673 $24,127 $199,038 

Variance ($4,756) ($14,382) ($4,032) ($8,366) 

Change: -23.7% -7.5% -20.1% -4.4% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

January 2017 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $27,258 $31,752 ($4,494) 

Expenses $24,920 $31,886 $6,966 

Net Increase (Decrease) $2,339 ($133) $2,472 

Year-to-Date (June-Jan.)    

Revenue $242,949 $257,417 ($14,468) 

Expenses $241,698 $279,834 $38,136 

Net Increase (Decrease) $1,251 ($22,417) $23,669 

 

GIVING . . . THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT 

Those of you who currently utilize online giving may be interested in 

donating with your smartphone.  Vanco now has Give+ available 

through the App Store and is optimized for the iPhone.  The app is free to download and there is no 

charge for credit/debit card giving.  Search for “give plus church” to quickly find and download the app. 

NEWS FROM THRIVENT 

We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to 

more than 32,000 churches, schools and other nonprofits, including Elim Lutheran Church, through 

Thrivent Choice®.  Based on member recommendations, Elim Lutheran Church received $2,227 in 

charitable outreach funding in 2016.  The deadline for Thrivent members to direct their 2016 Choice 

Dollars is March 31. 
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GRATITUDE 
The 5th-8th grade youth group and families wish to thank those who supported our Souper Bowl 

Sunday fundraiser.  Nearly $300 was raised for the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service! 

Where do I begin to say thank you to all of you for your amazing support of the College Care Pack 

ministry to our college students.  You were beyond generous both with supplies and monetarily.  

Together with the generous donation from the ELCW, all the costs were covered for mailing, supplies, 

and Starbucks gift cards.  We were able to send them to 23 students throughout the US, plus two going 

out of the country to Vancouver, BC, and London, England.  We also remembered nine local JC students.  

That is a total of 34 of our youth continuing their educational journey.  We are so very proud of each and 

every one of them.  It is so important for us to remind them that their Elim family always has them in 

our hearts and prayers.  A special thank you to Tammy Albertson, Lynn Harenberg-Miller, Lee Barton, 

and Gina Bechtel wo helped assemble the boxes and Becky’s help in the office.  This ministry is not only 

a blessing to the students but in turn a blessing to us also.  Thank you again for your generosity, positive 

response, and enthusiastic support of our College Car Pack Ministry. 

In Christian love,  

Karen Pesutich 

WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
March 5:  open; March 12:  open; March 

19:  open; March 26:  open 

Help make the altar look special each 

Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date 

that is significant to you (someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the 

closest Sunday.  Put your name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The 

cost depends on whether you use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use 

a florist. 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of 

any age that represents the text of the day.  See the chart on the next page that gives you the reading you 

can look up in your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and 

easy enough to copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date 

will be the Tuesday before the service.  Sign up for a date by contacting the office or online at 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and submit artwork/photos to 

barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

READINGS 
We are following the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings.  On the 

Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 

Creation through the early Christian church.  From Christmas to Easter, readings from the Gospel of 

 Feb 5 Feb 12 Feb 19 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 54 56 43 

10:30am 118 115 116 Feb 2017 167 

Wk total 172 171 159 Feb 2016 166 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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Luke tell the story of the birth of the Messiah at Christmas, the revelation of the Messiah during 

Epiphany, and Jesus’ passion through Lent and Holy Week. 

 March 1:  The Challenge of Following (Ash Wednesday) 
Luke 9:51-62 – As Jesus approaches Jerusalem for the last time, one can 

detect a little impatience, even in the voice of the long-suffering teacher. 

Could he be making one final effort to demonstrate the true cost of 

discipleship? 

Main idea:  God’s work sometimes breaks into our routines at the most 

inconvenient times. But that’s what makes God’s work worth it. 

Artwork Deadline:  February 27 

 March 5:  Good Samaritan 
Luke 10:25-42 – It’s not always what we expect. Jesus proves this again and 

again as he encourages his followers to go beyond what they think they 

know to do, who they think they are called to serve, and strive for the 

intriguing “better part.” 

Main idea:  Jesus challenges us to love the seemingly unlovable. 

Artwork Deadline:  February 28 

 March 12:  Tower in Siloam 
Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 – The question of suffering is an ancient one. But Jesus 

won’t allow victims of tragedy to be blamed for their own misfortune, even 

if that was (and still is) a tempting explanation. Instead he asks just what 

are we choosing to do with the precious time we have left? 

Main idea:  Jesus’ mission is urgent, even today. 

Artwork Deadline:  March 7 

 March 19:  Sheep, Coin, Prodigal Son 
Luke 15:1-32 – Finding something you thought you’d lost feels like a second 

chance, a new beginning. From keepers of sheep and seekers of coins to 

fathers of wayward children, Jesus brings home the unfettered joy of a 

creator reunited with those who are most beloved. 

Main idea:  God welcomes every single one of God’s children into God’s 

kingdom; none is more valuable than another. 

Artwork Deadline:  March 14   

 March 26:  Rich Man and Lazarus 
Luke 16:19-31 – Rich man, poor man. Heaven and Hell. Was Jesus telling a 

simple morality tale, or was Jesus making a deeper statement about what is 

possible for each of us right now – in this present moment? 

Main idea:  We have everything we need right here to make informed 

decisions about how we will show up in the world. 

Artwork Deadline:  March 21   
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 Eva Garibaldi 10 Mary Ellen Duerre 15 James Stone  25 Nic Chlebowski 

2 Casey Aldrich 11 Gloria Senften 16 Kevin Hart  Christian Mason-Davis 

 John Charles 12 Eric Hunsicker  Grady King 26 Dave Hokanson 

 Amanda Overton  Nancy McLean  Chris Mulhall  Christopher Micco 

3 Melissa Becker 13 Art Cooper 18 Ruby Chlebowski  Vicki Olivas Navarro 

4 Debbie Crosby  Don De Jong  Erik Eskes  Karen Sipich 

 Kenly Eskes  Meghan Genovese 19 Lambeth Safriet-Schempf  Lynsee Witham 

 Penny Micco  Dia Gutierrez 21 Stephanie Bent 27 Jodi Witham 

6 Greta Choi  Glen Hunsicker  Joëlle Harris 29 Teri Clark 

 Skylar Horne 14 Kalen Clemmens  Hailey Skanderson  Barbara Martinez 

 Garrett Labberton  Jeania Malaise 24 Susan Power  Amy York 

 Jared Svinth  Chris Stewart  Bob Wong 31 Dorothy Orchid 

8 Len Sabourin       
 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High 

School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool 

Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church         Caring • Growing • Serving March 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6pm Ash Wednesday Meal 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Ash Wednesday service 

8pm Baptism/Affirmation of 
Baptism class (Choir Room) 

2  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

3  4  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-12pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Fellowship Hall) 

12-5pm Days for Girls work 
day (Fellowship Hall) 

5  

9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast 
Walk 

5-7pm Taco Dinner 
Fundraiser (Fellowship Hall) 

6  
7pm Mutual Ministry 
Committee (Rodkin) 

7  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

8  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm High School Group 

7pm Lenten service 

7:30pm Baptism/Affirmation 
of Baptism class (Choir Room) 

9  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

10  
High School Ski Trip 

11  

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 

9am Baker Street Garden  

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

6pm Troop 9 Tri-Tip & Pasta 
Feed (Fellowship Hall) 

6pm New Orleans Team Mtg 
(Labbertons) 

12 Daylight Saving Time 

9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall) 

5-7pm 6th-8th Grade Get-
together (Fellowship Hall) 

 

13  
7pm Worship Team rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

14  
12pm Esther Circle 
(Tasselmyer) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

15 Source Deadline 

5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm High School Group 

7pm Lenten service 

7:30pm Leadership Team 

16  
4:45pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 

17  18  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast  

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

10am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

19  

11:45am Relay for Life team 
planning mtg (Choir Room) 

20  

11am Baker Street Garden 
work day 

7pm Elizabeth Circle  

21  

5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

22  

5:30pm Chancel Choir 

6:15pm Soup Supper 

7pm Lenten service 

 

23  

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

24  25  

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

26  

No youth Sunday School 
classes 

27  
7pm Worship Team rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

28  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

29  
5:30pm Chancel Choir 

6:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm High School Group 

7pm Lenten service 

7:30pm Baptism/Affirmation 
of Baptism class (Choir Room) 

30  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir (Choir Rm) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

31 
6:30pm Little Shepherd 
Fundraiser (Hermann Sons 
Hall)  

 

Mexico House Building Mission Trip / Spring Break 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade 
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades 

J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades 
Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open for children 4 & under 
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