
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2017                                                                        ISSUE 6 / VOLUME 23 
Beginning June 11 . . . 

NEW SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE! 

Two services each week with new options available… 

Sundays at 9:30am 

Beginning June 11, our one Sunday morning worship 
service will take place at 9:30am.  This 

experience will have consistent and familiar 
elements (message, children’s message, 

communion) but will be led on a rotational basis 
by Elim’s different music groups and worship 

helpers so each week will offer something new.  
Not to worry – coffee and cookies will always be 

available before and after services.   

Kick-off our summer right with a potluck brunch!  Stick 
around after the service on June 11 for food and 

fellowship. 

Wednesdays at 7pm 

 Going out of town for the weekend?  We have you covered with a 
new 7pm Wednesday service starting June 14!  It will be like 

Sundays, only campier – casual and acoustic out on the patio.  (Note 
that July services will be held off-site so watch for developments.)  

Elim will be a potlucker’s paradise this summer.  Show off your JELL-O 
salad recipes!  Hang out in the patio on Wednesdays starting at 

6pm.  We’ll recruit families/groups to provide the main 
entrée each week while you pitch in with a side 
or dessert to share (donations accepted to cover 

cost of entrée). Potlucks on the Patio take 
place on June 14, 21, 28;         

August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30.  
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  A Monthly Newsletter of Elim Lutheran Church 
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THE SUMMER OF SHEMA 
How’s life going for you?  With another summer approaching, I take a breath to reflect on how things 

are going.  What is giving me joy?  What am I struggling with?  What is distracting me?  What is creating 

anxiety?  What is giving me peace?  What is draining me?  What is energizing me?  What is contributing 

to my well-being?   

How would you answer these questions?   

Out in the wilderness a leader of a community once spoke saying, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, 

the Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your might.  Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your 

children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down, and 

when you rise.  Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).   

This is often referred to as the Shema, which is the Hebrew word for “hear.”  One senses Moses’/the 

author’s strong opinion of the importance contained within this thought.  One take on the Shema that I 

recently read notes that the Hebrew word for “heart” refers to both “human intellect and will,” while the 

Hebrew word for “soul” refers to “the vitality of selfhood.”  In Matthew’s gospel, when asked about 

which is the greatest commandment, Jesus points to the Shema, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37)  One can “hear” within 

the Shema its call to love God not partially but fully.  That loving God is not just heart, but it’s also soul, 

and might.  That loving God is not just what we think, but what we do, and vice versa.  That loving God 

involves all of us, our thoughts, our words, our actions, our feelings, etc.  That loving God is about mind, 

body, and soul. 

I wonder if the Shema doesn’t invite us to do a little check-up of our minds, bodies, and souls.  How are 

they doing?  Are they alive and well?  Are they loving God?  Perhaps the Shema is inviting a wrestle with 

a question, or a shift of perspective.  Maybe the Shema is offering freedom from guilt or the courage to 

say no.  Maybe the Shema is saying to sleep or to drive to the ocean.  Maybe the Shema is saying to eat 

another brownie, or to eat a salad.  Maybe the Shema is saying to dance.  Maybe the Shema is saying to get 

in touch with and to honor and be curious about that thing you are feeling.   

So what if we did what the text says?  What if this summer we found a way to put the Shema on our 

hands or our foreheads (good luck?) or our doorways, or our fence posts?  Maybe they would provide us 

with the opportunity to regularly hear words that offer abundant life. 

peace,  

#thesummerofshema   

P.S. – Take a picture of where you will be reminding yourself of Shema and post it to Elim’s Facebook 

page.   

Deuteronomy 6:4 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR VBS 

We are really excited about this year's "Maker Fun Factory" VBS program happening 

June 12-16.  We have a waiting list to get into the elementary program and we only have 

two spots left in the preschool program!  However, we have a range of volunteer 

opportunities for kids entering 6th grade and older and any adults who would love to 

help our VBS program thrive: 

• Crew leaders:  attend the training session on June 4 (11:45am) and help lead a group of 4-6 

campers through their stations every day at VBS (June 12-16, 9am-12pm) 

• Maker crew:  attend any of the mini "camps" on June 7-9, 11am-3pm, to prepare the cool 

decorations for VBS 

• Decorating crew:  help decorate rooms and the sanctuary on June 11 (worship at 9:30am, brunch 

potluck at 10:30am, decorating after brunch); what goes up must come down so we'll have an 

"undecorating" party after the end of VBS on June 16 

We would appreciate volunteers signing up before May 31 at 

https://elim.formstack.com/forms/volunteer 

Visit the VBS website soon at http://www.elimpetaluma.org/vbs.html for 

opportunities to donate snacks and supplies. 

Diane Deardorff is our director this year so feel free to contact her if you have any questions. 

INTERESTED IN VISITING TANZANIA? 
June 11, 12pm, Choir Room 

There will be an informational meeting on June 11 open to folks who might be interested in traveling to 

Tanzania in February 2018 and/or supporting the New Life Band when it returns to the West Coast in 

fall 2018 for their next tour.  Contact Susan Rodkin for more information. 

HAVE A BLAST WITH ELIM R3  

June 30-July 4, 10am-9pm, corner of E. Washington/Copeland 

Looking for an explosively fun, loud, and brightly colored 4th of July?  Visit the Elim R3 

fireworks booth at the corner of Copeland and East Washington Streets, right next to 

O'Reilly Auto.   We will be there pushing explosive fun from June 30-July 4, 10am-9pm.  

Come by and see us to support our July New Orleans Service Trip.  If you want hang 

with some fun people and share some fellowship, we always welcome additional help 

(must be at least 18 years old to be in the booth).   

  

https://elim.formstack.com/forms/volunteer
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/vbs.html
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GRADUATES  
Congratulations to Elim’s high school and college Class of 2017! 

Caitlin Clark graduated from Humboldt State University on May 13 with a MA in 

Biological Psychology.  After graduation and a much-deserved vacation, she will be 

looking into PhD programs and wishes to pursue a career in research. 

Nick Eaton will graduate from Casa Grande High School on June 2.  He is heading to UC Santa Cruz 

where he plans to pursue a double major in Computer Engineering and Physics. 

Caroline Flett graduated in May from Jacob's School of Music, Indiana University with a BM in Classical 

Vocal Performance. 

Michael Flett will graduate in June from Petaluma High and will attend SRJC in the fall. 

Hailey Klemenok graduated May 13 from California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, CA with a 

B.A. in Communications.  She will leave in September to work for 10 months in New Orleans for 

AmeriCorps assisting in Hurricane Katrina house rebuilding efforts.  

Hayden Klemenok will graduate June 2 from Casa Grande High School.  He plans to attend SRJC in the 

fall and will be a member of the SRJC baseball team.  Hayden was one of this year’s recipients of the 

Elim Scholarship. 

Christian Mason-Davis will graduate from Technology High School in Rohnert Park.  He will attend 

SRJC in the fall.  

Natalie Micco will graduate from Casa Grande High School and attend UC Berkeley in the fall. 

Kira Svinth will graduate June 2 from Casa Grande High School and plans to attend Cal Poly San Luis 

Obispo to study graphic communications.  Kira was one of this year’s recipients of the Elim Scholarship. 

NEW ELIM LEADERS 

At the May 21 Annual Meeting, the following people were elected to positions at Elim, effective June 1.  

Please support these volunteers with your prayers and actions. 

Leadership Team 
• President:  Lynn Harenberg-Miller 

• Vice President:  Robin Merrill 

• Secretary:  Brigitte Winterboer 

• Treasurer:  Kevin Prime 

• At-large Members:  Kevin Hart, Kimberly Svinth, Cindy Skanderson 

Endowment Board:  Russell Albright 

Little Shepherd Preschool Board President:  Erika Roemer; Board Members:  Mendi Kehr, Elisa King 
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Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly Delegates:  Jeanette Genovese, Walt Griffith, Kevin Hart, Cynthia 

Griffith 

Nominating Committee:  Roger Davis, Ed Sellai, Tammy Albertson, Catherine Winters, Anita Flett 

ENDOWMENT GRANTS AVAILABLE 

The Elim Endowment for Mission provides a long-term fund attracting both current and pre-planned 

future gifts, as people are inspired to leave a legacy for ministry.  Apportionments from the “total 

return” of the fund can be distributed to support mission work at home and around the world.  

Distributions from the endowment fund come from an amount set annually by the Church Leadership 

Team.  The fund grows through additional gifting that is actively solicited by a five-member elected 

Endowment Committee.  Prudent distribution strategies then protect the endowment fund principal, 

while a steady stream of returns is provided from which mission and ministry can be strengthened for 

years to come.  

The Endowment Committee also administers an application process through which grant requests for 

mission projects can be received and considered.  Grants are awarded upon the basis of criteria set each 

year by the Endowment Committee and Leadership Team.  New applications for grants may be 

submitted beginning on June 1 of each year and can be considered as funds remain available until the 

following 1st day of March.   

• June 1:  The first day that new grant applications can be considered for the coming year.  

• June 1 – March 1:  Applications are considered in the order received.  As money remains available, 

they are evaluated by the Endowment Committee.  Those receiving favorable recommendations are 

submitted to the Leadership Team for final approval. 

• March 1:  Grant criteria revisions for the coming year are prepared in time for publication in the 

Annual Report. 

The endowment fund creates a financial resource above and beyond regular giving that will allow our 

church to support: 

• Outreach into the community:  a source for seed money for projects that reach out to help others and 

spread God’s message of love.  PEP, COTS, and Petaluma Bounty all received early support from 

Elim members and later grew to become self-supporting non-profits. 

• Educational projects within our church that require sponsorship or initial purchases in order to get 

started.  Ministering to the home bound, sponsoring a celebration of the arts Sunday, or supplies for 

a “God’s Work, Our Hands” event are just a few of the many possibilities. 

• Outreach of faith:  projects to spread the Lutheran faith or to care for the faithful.  Examples: support 

of a Christian School in Tanzania or “Knitting for Naomi”, a project started by one church member to 

support the education of one young woman in a country where women routinely did not have access 

to school. 

• Enhancements to Worship:  the ability to attract people to our worship services is important to our 

vitality (purchase of rhythm instruments for use in our music worship activities, or perhaps the 

purchase of some special sheet music). 
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• Facility modifications:  there may be a necessity to invest in changes to our physical plant that 

would accommodate new styles of worship or to preserve historically significant features of our 

church (restoration of the century old crosses that had to be removed from the roof of our sanctuary). 

• Response to disaster or other significant need:  there could be an event or situation that creates an 

undeniable need for intervention. 

Application forms for grants will be available at the church office and on our website (see the News Blog 

section) beginning June 1. 

CHILDREN OF LIGHT 

Any children entering 2nd-5th grade who love to sing might be interested to know that the “Children of 

Light” choir will be rekindled in September!  The plan is for them to sing once a month at the 10:30am 

service. 

Please contact Cathe Kiler, Elim’s music director, at cathe@elimpetaluma.org if you have a child who 

would be interested. 

PURPLE FIESTA:  PARTY ‘TIL CANCER TAKES A SIESTA FOREVER! 
Sunday, July 9, 4-7pm, Hermann Sons Hall 

Elim’s Relay for Life teams will hold their annual major fundraiser on July 9.  Join us for 

a taco bar, no-host bar, silent (& live?) auction, the popular Boozer Schooner raffle, 

desserts to die for, and the purple costume contest.  Tickets go on sale June 4 in the 

Fellowship Hall:  adults: $20 advance / $25 door; kids ages 12 & under: $10; kids 3 years 

and under free. 

If you have items you would like to donate towards our silent auction or big-ticket items 

for a live auction, please contact Nancy Clarke or Charlotte Siemens. 

Relay for Life takes place August 26-27 at the Casa Grande High School track.  Sign up 

today to participate on the Elim Lites, Elim Lites Too, or Elim Youth teams!  

RelayForLife.org/PetalumaCA 

MEALS FOR THE NOCKLEBYS 

Would you like to prepare and deliver a meal for our dear members, Diane & Daryll Nockleby, in their 

time of need?  They would like meals on Sundays and Wednesdays.  If you want to jump on this meal 

train, please contact the office for information on how to sign up.  

SONOMA BACH MIDSUMMER NIGHT SINGS 
Wednesdays, July 5, 12, 19, 26; 7-9:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Join Sonoma Bach to sing great choral masterworks with other enthusiastic singers from Sonoma County 

and beyond, led by some of the Bay Area’s finest choral conductors.  Each session features a noted 

conductor working with you and other choral singers through one or more great works.  Don't miss the 

opportunity to acquaint yourself--or reacquaint yourself-- with these great works:  Giuseppe Verdi – 

Requiem Mass, Claudio Monteverdi – 1610 Vespers, Antonio Vivaldi – Gloria in D Major, and Giovanni 

Perluigi da Palestrina.  See their website for more information and ticket prices:  

http://www.sonomabach.org/midsummer-night-sings-2017.html 

mailto:cathe@elimpetaluma.org
http://www.relayforlife.org/PetalumaCA
http://www.sonomabach.org/midsummer-night-sings-2017.html
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ADULT MINISTRIES 
MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby. 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

• Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – June 8 – at 

12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

• Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) usually meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, but alternative 

plans are being developed for the summer.  Watch for updates. 

• Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The June 13 gathering 

will take place at restaurant. 

CRAFTERS UPDATE 

The crafters were happy to offer a wonderful selection of Mother's Day gifts during the May 7 pop-up 

sale that raised some additional money for our general fund. 

Our Brunch Bunch continues to meet for crafting, fellowship, and food.  Come on up to Room 1 on 

Saturdays, 10am-1pm, to work on projects.  We even have projects that can be done at home.  All ages 

and talents are welcome. . . especially if you bring treats. 

Special craft needs coming up: 

• Crafting for VBS:  June 7-9, 11am-3pm; ....gears, robots, gizmos, and other decorations for VBS. 

• Crafting items to sell at the New Orleans Service Team’s Fireworks booth 

• Crafting for Elim Lites:  Saturday Brunch Bunch will be making items to sell at the July 9 “Purple 

Fiesta” fundraiser for Elim’s Relay for Life teams. 

Questions or comments, call or text the crafting nerd, Diane Deardorff. 

EXPLORING THE STORY  

Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 
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LITTLE SHEPHERD PRESCHOOL 
SUMMER PROGRAM 

Enrollment has begun for Little Shepherd’s summer program!  Each week will have a theme with related 

activities.  Open to all children ages 3 to 5 who are toilet trained and have attended a preschool program.  

Hours are 9am-2pm each day.  Contact the school, church office, or see the preschool website 

(elimpetaluma.org/preschool) for the registration form. 

The total cost of each weekly session is $155, with $50 of that total due with the registration form (this 

$50 nonrefundable registration fee guarantees the spot in the class).  The balance of $105 is due the first 

day of class.  

• Week 1:  June 19–23  Walking in the Woods 

• Week 2:  June 26-June 30 We Love Pets 

• Week 3:  July 10-14  Cooking Creations 

• Week 4:  July 17-21  Science, Science 

• Week 5:  July 24-28  Underwater Wonders 

• Week 6:  July 31-August 4 Exploring Outer Space 

• Week 7 :  August 7-11  Down on the Farm 

• Week 8:  August 14-18 Bugs, Bugs, Bugs 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

ELIM R3 NEW ORLEANS SERVICE TRIP 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The June recipient will benefit the Elim 

R3 service trip to New Orleans in July.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special 

offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our 

website, or send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

Can you believe that New Orleans is still recovering from Katrina more than 10 years later?  

Unfortunately, they are.  Many are still not home so the Elim R3 New Orleans team will be leaving July 

15 for a week of work with SBP (formerly known as St. Bernard Project) to 

rebuild houses.  SBP is an award-winning non-profit that has created a "back to 

home" model that has been in practiced in New Orleans (600 homes have been 

rebuilt), New York and New Jersey, Missouri, Texas, South Carolina, and Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. 

Our fundraising money goes towards our housing (a Mustard Seeds Mission 

house) and transportation while we are in New Orleans, as well as a sizable 

donation to the SBP so they can continue to help people come home. 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool.html
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In the past we have gardened, painted, hung sheet rock, mudded, torn up floors, put floors down, hung 

doors, and finished windowsills - we will see what new skills we may learn this year.  We will find out, 

as we get closer, where and what we will be working on.  But it isn’t all work - we will meet new people 

and soak in the culture of New Orleans, from the swamp tours to the Garden District.  We look forward 

to hearing some Zydeco music and some Jazz.  We hope to reconnect with some of the people we have 

helped in past years as well, perhaps have them over for dinner. 

Thank you for all support Elim provides.  We couldn't do it without all of you. 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, June 6, at Lucchesi Park and will be in charge of 

the Westside Pantry on Thursday, June 15, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set 

up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend 

or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like 

to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Please note that there will be no Eastside Pantry on July 4 (Elim’s night to host). 

NEWS FROM THE NEW ORLEANS CREW 

To prepare for our big trip, we will have two meetings this month: 

• Saturday, June 3, 6:30-8pm:  come to the Labberton home for a potluck.  They will supply the 

main dish, you bring the sides and dessert.  Please RSVP to Athena. 

• Friday, June 23, 6:30-8pm:  come to the Labberton home for a 4th of July themed potluck.  Please 

let Athena know what you are planning to bring. 

These meetings are getting more serious so please make every effort to attend them! 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of        
April 2017 

Year-to-Date 
Month of         
April 2016 

Year-to-Date 2016 

Budget $28,367 $280,492   

Actual $32,098 $267,578 $22,296 $272,278 

Variance $3,731 ($12,913) $9,802 ($4,700) 

Change: -5.9% -7.1% -30.5% -1.8% 

   (Easter was in March last year) 

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876 Our 2016-17 approved budget anticipated 

an increase in giving. Change: 3.4% 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

April 2017 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $43,587 $36,369 $7,218 

Expenses $29,239 $30,035 $796 

Net Increase (Decrease) $14,348 $6,334 $8,014 

Year-to-Date (June-April)    

Revenue $340,196 $340,451 ($10,255) 

Expenses $322,821 $372,675 $49,854 

Net Increase (Decrease) $17,375 ($22,224) $39,599 

 

WHAT ELIM MEANS TO ME AND WHY I GIVE BACK 

During my first visit, Elim became the church home I had been seeking for many years.  My friend Tom 

Hoen, with his low key demeanor and understated invitation, had suggested the visit.  He had 

mentioned to me that I might like to check out Elim.  He said it was a great place and he loved it. 

I loved it, too, and knew at once that I had found a church home at last!  The members were incredibly 

welcoming despite their own tight-knit backgrounds with one another.  The families of many members 

had attended Elim for generations, yet they embraced new attendees without being overly solicitous. 

Pastor Tim was so friendly and made a point to welcome us warmly that first day.  When I learned that 

Elim is an inclusive, progressive, forward-thinking church – supporting diversity and valuing family, 

leading with community outreach while encouraging and informing one’s own personal spiritual 

journey – I was in! 

I support Elim by committing to participate fully as a member.  I attend church regularly, volunteer, and 

support Elim financially.  Why?  There are far more reasons than I have room to list in one article, so I 

encourage everyone to ask me that question when you see me at Elim.  I am always available and will 

enthusiastically share my answers!  I have received far more blessings from my sojourn with Elim than I 

could possibly give back.  The congregation has been a profound support system for me through 

numerous losses and celebrations.  I have grown so much in faith and have made friends from many 

walks of life here. 

Because of Elim’s many ministries, I’ve had rich opportunities to serve – building homes in Mexico and 

New Orleans, helping at VBS while my grandchildren attended – and continue to participate in a wide 

variety of church activities.  There are so many ways to volunteer at our weekly services, too.  I never 

feel obligated or pressured to serve.  When I serve at Elim, I am always enriched by it, and supported by 

others.  I stretch beyond my comfort zone, and meet wonderful people.  This gives me an opportunity to 

be part of keeping Elim thriving and evolving so we can continue to grow in Christ and help the 

community. 

Monetary support is also needed for Elim to thrive.  My set monthly contribution to Elim is my first 

financial priority.  Selfishly, I want to see Elim here because I get so much from it.  More importantly, I 
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want to see it here for the community and future generations.  Our staff deserves fair wages and I feel we 

all benefit from experienced pastoral leadership.  I know it costs money to keep up the facility, which is a 

wonderful meeting place for many community support and service groups beyond the congregation.  

I want Elim to shine in the community, so I get involved in efforts to keep the facility and grounds well 

maintained, and look for ways to support the onsite programs that make us shine, including our 

community garden and award-winning preschool program.  Elim’s music program is an example of the 

quality experiences that Elim offers to participants – we have the best “free” music around.  

I hope my reflections encourage readers to give thought to what Elim means to you.  I hope you’ll 

consider spending time in prayer, asking how God desires you to participate at this time, not only 

financially, but with your talents and skills.  And I hope you will join me in building some sweat equity, 

for Elim, and for the joy of it. 

Gods Peace, 

Catherine Winters 

GRATITUDE 
Brian Crosby, with occasional help from Dave Bachman, has been sanding and repainting the pillars at 

the office front porch.  Come on over to admire the craftsmanship.  Once this project is over, he’ll work 

on loftier goals… 

Thank you to all who participated in the Elim R3 Virtual Tea Party.  It is a fun fundraiser and we 

appreciate all who enjoyed their tea on Mother's Day.  Thank you to Doris who assisted with the money 

and paperwork. 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Michelle Celiberti and Andrew Mansen were married at Elim on April 29. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
June 4: open; June 11: Barnes; June 18: open; June 25: open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

BULLETIN COVER ART 

We are about to begin our summer schedule starting June 11.  The congregation was asked to submit 

questions of faith that they have been wondering about.  The questions have been selected and will be 
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theme questions that will be asked and considered throughout worship services this summer.  Why 

don’t you challenge yourself to creating a bulletin cover to fit with the question and Gospel/Reading 

listed below?   

We appreciate everyone who has shared their interpretation of the Sunday reading thus far.  Come take 

a look at the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to see all the artwork that’s been submitted.  We 

would like to continue featuring artwork each week submitted by members of any age that represents 

the text of the day. Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to copy. Photographs may 

have to be adjusted for better quality copying. The due date will be the Wednesday before the service. 

Sign up for a date by contacting the office or online at 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and submit artwork/photos to 

barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

WORSHIP HELPERS 

Summer is upon us and we are starting a new schedule.  We have published the summer schedule on the 

Worship Helper page of the Elim website (www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers). Because of the new 

schedule, we have not scheduled anyone automatically.  We want to give you the opportunity to attend 

whichever service you would prefer (Sunday at 9:30am or Wednesday at 7pm).   If you haven’t signed 

up before and would like to help, please contact Barb or Becky in the office (707) 762-4081.  Every week 

we are looking for volunteers.  Many of 

the positions only require your help 

during service.  You do not have to 

make a commitment to do the task every 

week.  Many hands, make light work.   

READINGS 
We had been following the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings, which 

will end on June 4 (Pentecost).  Our summer sermon series was developed by you!  Sermon topics were 

chosen from questions submitted in April.  Enjoy!  

 June 4:  Fruit of the Spirit 
Galatians 4:1-7 – In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies 

God’s mother-father heart, in love claiming people as adopted children. 

Main Idea:  The Holy Spirit produces good things in our lives, for which we 

can give God thanks 

Artwork Deadline: May 31 

 June 11:  How do we see the Trinity? 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Artwork Deadline: June 7 

 June 14 and 18:  How were the dinosaurs created? 
Genesis 1:1-31 

Artwork Deadline:  June 7 

 May 7 May 14 May 21 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 66 58 46 

10:30am 107 107 94 May 2017 159 

Wk total 171 165 140 May 2016 186 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
http://www.elimpetaluma.org/worship-helpers
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 June 21 and 25:  What about those who don’t believe?  Is there 
room in heaven? 
John 3:1-21 

Artwork Deadline:  June 14 

 June 28 and July 2:  Aren’t women treated poorly throughout the 
Bible? 
Luke 7:36-50 

Artwork Deadline:  June 21 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

3 Cindy Worden 10 Lillie Miller 22 Alan Coldiron 27 Peter Labberton 

5 Steven Moore 11 Kate O'Hare-Palmer  Connor Klemenok  Alex Miller 

 Mary Winters 12 Andrew Moore  Catie Kvalheim  Allison Torbit 

6 Emily Hennagin 18 Michael Cardella  Pat Patterson 28 Cameron Elliott 

7 Kiera Torbit  Michael Flett  Own Roemer  Culver Jones 

8 Debbie Cooke 19 Ilse Uland 23 Anna Hilbert 29 Helga Christiansen 

 Aaron Dillingham 20 Jo Jo Martinez 24 Andrea Anderson  Mary Savage 

9 Robin Hanson-Hirt 21 George Matt  Tom Uland  Brian Tolson  

 Rich Rodkin  Diane Wachter 26 Carol Mayo 30 Sheldon Gen 

 

CHOIR STRATA 

Many people had requested Kathy Matt’s recipe for the strata she brought on 

Easter Sunday.  We do have a potluck brunch coming up on June 11…   

Spray a 13” x 9” pan. 

Layer 12 cups of cubed bread, 3 cups of minced ham, 1 pound sautéed 

mushrooms, and a pound each of cheddar and Swiss cheese (I save some 

of the bread cubes and cheddar for the top layer). 

Beat together 10 eggs, 3 cups milk, 1 cup white wine, and 1½ teaspoons of dry mustard.  Pour this 

mixture over the pan full of strata ingredients, covering well.  Press down to ensure all is moist.  

Cover with foil and put in the refrigerator overnight.   

Preheat the oven to 350°F.  Bake uncovered for 45 minutes then test with a clean knife in the 

center.  It should come out clean when done.  Adjust time for this step.   
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ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church          Caring • Growing • Serving June 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

2  3  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafting Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

6:30pm Elim R3 /New Orleans 
Meeting (Labbertons) 

4  

8:30am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

11:45am VBS Training (Room 
10) 

5  
7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

6  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7  
11am-3pm VBS Prep Camp 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

8  
11am-3pm VBS Prep Camp 
(Fellowship Hall) 

12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

9  
11am-3pm VBS Prep Camp 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

10  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Jonathon Carlson BSA 
Court of Honor 

10am-1pm Crafting Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

11  

9:30am Worship 

10:30am Potluck brunch 
(Fellowship Hall) 

11:30am VBS decorating 

12pm Tanzania Mission Trip/ 
New Life Band mtg (Choir 
Room) 

12  
 

13  

12pm Esther Circle 
(restaurant?) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

14  

6pm Potluck on the Patio 

7pm Worship (patio) 

15 Source Deadline 

4:45pm Elim hosts Westside 
Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

16  

12:30pm VBS un-decorating 
party with crew 

17  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

9:30am Kidpower (Fellowship 
Hall) 

10am-1pm Crafting Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

18  

9:30am Worship 

 

19  
Summer preschool begins 

7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

20  
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

21  
6pm Potluck on the Patio 

7pm Worship (patio) 

22  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

23  
6:30pm Elim R3 Meeting 
(Labbertons) 

24  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafting Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

25  
9:30am Worship 

 

26  27  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

28  
6pm Potluck on the Patio 

7pm Worship (patio) 

29  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

30  
10am-9pm Elim R3 Fireworks 
Stand (E. Washington / 
Copeland) 

 

 

Vacation Bible School   9am -12pm 
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