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 New Adult Forum book starting January 8: Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People 

 Elizabeth Circle begins new bible studies on Galatians, kicking off with “Galatians: Christian faith 

and Christian freedom” to celebrate the Reformation anniversary  

 All women are invited to join the Womensing Chorus; only two rehearsals and perform at both 

services on January 29 

 Sunday School:  Sundays, 9:40-10:25am, for children ages 3 years old through 6th grade and Adult 

Forum 

 Middle School Get-Togethers:  monthly Sunday meetings for 7th-8th grade; monthly 5th-8th grade 

group activities 

 High School Youth Group:  Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

 “Exploring the Story” Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 7pm in the Choir Room 

 Men’s Breakfast Ministry:  Saturdays at 8am in the kitchen 

 Women’s Circles:  Elizabeth, Esther, Grace Friendship 

 Choirs:  Chancel, Cherub, Handbell, and seasonal Festival Choir 

 Interfaith Food Pantries: every Tuesday at 5:30pm in Lucchesi Park and every Thursday at 5:30pm in 

Elim’s Fellowship Hall (Elim hosts the first Tuesday and third Thursday each month) 

 Little Shepherd Lutheran Preschool:  registration for the 2017-18 school year begins in late January 
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WHATEVER 2017 BRINGS  
“2016 sucked.”  These were the words of a friend.  Primarily it was because his grandmother died, and 

then a short while later, very unexpectedly, his mother died at a pretty young age.  Death.  Grief.  

Funerals.  Funeral homes.  2016 was a tough year for him.   

As we begin 2017, we begin not knowing what will come.  It could end up being a really great year.  It 

could end up being a really tough year.  Or maybe it will be a so, so year.  Whatever 2017 brings, here’s a 

few thoughts.   

1. Each of us is responsible for our own lives.  That is, we get to choose how to live life.  I’m not saying 

that there isn’t a ton that we can’t control.  But, there are some things we can control.  We can work 

for the well-being of ourselves and others.  We can choose how to respond to things that we can’t 

control.  What’s going to make our souls come alive?  What’s going to give us purpose?  What’s 

going to increase our peace of mind?  It seems to me that it is our job to honestly figure this out and 

courageously do it. 

a.  As a side note…especially don’t worry about things that don’t matter.  

Jesus once said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will 

wear…But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:25,33)  I need to 

be reminded of this all the time.  Some things are worth worrying about, 

some things not.   

2. A few weeks ago we went to the dentist.  I think I confess my sin at the 

dentist more than anywhere else.  We confess that we’ve had lots of sugar.  

We confess that we haven’t brushed or flossed or mouth washed as we ought 

to.  At this particular visit, the dentist we visited had every reason to lay into us and condemn us for 

how bad we had done.  But instead, this dentist told us that it was ok.  She encouraged us to brush 

and floss and wash our mouths often and the best that we could, for the sake of our health.  And it 

was ok.  No scolding, no condemning, just caring words.  Grace-filled words.  “For it is by grace that 

you have been saved…” an early follower of Jesus once said.  It seems to me that grace is salvific, and 

transformative, and the way to peace.   

3. I know that a lot is not okay.  But hear me out, when I say that it seems to me that Jesus’ teachings 

invited people to trust that things would in one way or another work out.  A guy named John once 

had a trippy holy vision that we call Revelation.  In this vision, he pictured a new heaven and a new 

earth; a day with no more death, crying, or pain.  It seems to me that faith invites into believing and 

hoping in a better day. 

4. And, it seems to me, that faith invites us to work for that better day here and now.  To point out what 

is not okay, and to engage in the troubling and exhausting work of making things right.  Jesus taught 

his followers to pray… “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”   

5. Jesus was born to a poor peasant teenager from an “unimportant” town as one source notes.  It seems 

to me that faith would have us open our eyes, hearts, and minds – that we would find God in really 

unexpected places; that we would find God in all the wrong people.  After all, as Nadia Bolz-Weber 

suggests, we all are at the same the needy and those who contribute to the healing of others’ needs. 
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2017 may suck.  Or it may be a really good year.  Maybe it will be a little of both.  In any case, it seems to 

me that those people of faith who have gone before us invite us to find God with us, in the good, the 

bad, the ugly, and everything in between; and that in doing this we will find it makes all the difference 

in our lives. 

Hope it’s a good one without any fear,     

UPCOMING EVENTS  
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 

I think we can all remember what it felt like to leave our home, friends, and secure soundings to begin a 

new adventure.  It is always an adjustment and receiving a reminder that you are loved and missed is 

always important.  I have a vested interest in our college care package ministry because 

many of the youth who I have watched grow up at Elim are attending college far away 

or out of state and now my youngest granddaughter is in college.  As a community of 

believers we promise at their baptism, confirmation, and other important stages of their 

lives that we will support them on their faith journey.  This can be a reminder that they 

are always an important part of their faith community and keep them connected to the 

Body of Christ.  That we continue to support them, bless them, and hold them in our 

prayers during this journey that takes them away from us. 

We will be gathering items for these care packages during the month of January so we can get them in 

the mail in early February.  This time was chosen because most of them are starting a new semester or 

quarter and have just returned from spending time with family during the holidays.  They are probably 

feeling a little homesick and overwhelmed with new classes.  Can you think of a better time to send them 

a little LOVE!?  After all, isn’t Valentine’s Day when we remind 

those we truly care about how important they are to us? 

To the right is a list of items that we think would be good 

things to send.  Monetary donations are always appreciated to 

fill in items that are needed and shipping costs.  All donations 

can be put in the box in the Welcome Area or dropped off at the 

church office by January 29.  Thank you to all of you for your 

support of this ministry to our college youth. 

If you have a college student in your household, please send 

their mailing address to the office (elim@elimpetaluma.org / 

762-4081). 

In Christ's love,  

Karen Pesutich 

 
Deadline:  January 29 

• individually-wrapped snack 

foods  (popcorn, granola bars, 

trail mix, candy, oatmeal, etc.) 

• individually-wrapped drink 

mixes (hot chocolate, instant 

coffee, cold drink mix, tea, etc.) 

• empty USB drives 

• travel laundry soap 

• travel toiletries (tissue, wet 

wipes, etc.) 

• pens, post-it notes 

• $5 gift cards for online or chain 

stores, Starbucks 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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WOMENSING CHORUS 

All women who enjoy singing are invited the join the Womensing Chorus!  Only two rehearsals – 

January 18 and 25 at 6:45pm in the Choir Room – and perform at both services on January 29.  Look for 

the sign-up sheet on the Welcome Area bulletin board. 

Mensing to follow??  Guys who might be interested in one should tell Cathe Kiler! 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Friday, February 3; 5:30-9pm 

You know how hard it is to get a reservation at your favorite restaurant on Valentine’s 

Day.  Well, we have an answer... Celebrate Valentine’s Day early on February 3, get the 

dinner reservation you want, and leave the kids with us!  The New Orleans Service Trip 

Team will serve dinner, do crafts, sing songs, and watch an age-appropriate movie with 

your kids, while you enjoy that dinner.  It’s a week early, we know, but what could be 

better?  The cost will $40 for the first two children, $20 each additional child.  Sign up at 

the Sunday morning donut table in January or contact the office. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, January 15, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

January 15 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting.  If you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, 

want to discuss your concerns, give feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please 

feel free to join us.  You can always get in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on 

Elim’s website: www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

VOLUNTEER IN THE NEW YEAR 

It takes a team of people working together to make our worship 

services happen each week.  Even if you aren't gifted at preaching, 

singing, or playing an instrument, we can still find a perfect role for 

you!  Helping with worship is a great way to meet others at Elim and 

learn about some of the behind-the-scenes activities necessary on 

Sunday mornings here. 

Volunteering is easy!  We use a web-based system that allows you to sign up for the dates you are 

willing to work or to ask for a sub if your plans change.   If you are interested in lending a hand, contact 

Barb (barb@elimpetaluma.org) to get started and we’ll find someone to help train you until you become 

a pro! 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Elim Mutual Ministry Committee met on December 5 at the home of Laine Gen.  This committee will 

meet about every three months with the purpose of supporting the ministry of Pastor Patrick at Elim. 

The members of the committee are: Larell Fineren, Laine Gen, Jeremy King, Ian Labberton, Susan Rodkin 

(chair), Phil Sorensen, Patrick Torbit, and Kevin Prime (ex-officio).  Our next meeting will be in early 

March 2017.  Questions about the work of the committee may be directed to Susan Rodkin.  The 

committee members are honored to serve the Elim community on the Mutual Ministry Committee. 

FUTURE PLANNERS NEEDED 

Ever wonder how worship and music comes together?  The Worship & Music 

Planning Committee would like to invite you to bring your ideas regarding the 

planning and executing of future worship services.  Watch for more information as 

we get settled into the new year. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE 

If you haven’t picked up our new pictorial directory, stop by the office for your copy for a suggested $5 

donation.   

Don’t forget that all this information is already available online and updated daily!  Contact the office at 

elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for 

your cell phone! 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Making Christmas Bright 
Every December, the ELCW make donations to worthy 

organizations using earnings from the two major fundraisers - 

October’s Arts & Crafts Bazaar and the Christmas sale in 

November - which raised $8,000.  This year they donated $4,000 

to various local, national, and international charities: 

PEP Housing $400  Ceres Community Project $400 

Petaluma Bounty $300  Christmas for Kids $400 

Christmas Cheer $300  ELCA World Hunger $300 

UCP of the North Bay / OADS $400  Lutheran Disaster Response $300 

COTS $400  New Life School $400 

Petaluma People Services Center $400    

 

–––– Save the Date –––– 

AEBLESKIVER BREAKFAST  
Saturday, February 11, 9-11am 

Fundraiser by Esther Circle to 
support Elim’s landscape fund 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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2017 ELCW Board 
The new ELCW Board was elected at the Thankoffering Brunch in November and begin their term on 

January 1: 

 President: Dolores Frey McCloud 

 Vice President:  Jo Ann Andrus 

 Secretary:  Joëlle Harris 

 Treasurer:  Kathy Matt 

 Circle Chairs:  Grace - Carol Mayo; Elizabeth - Debra Jensen Orner; Esther – Jo Ann Andrus 

Circles 
Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – January 12 -

at 12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, January 16.  They will 

begin the four-session Reformation bible study “Galatians: Christian faith and Christian 

freedom” from Gather magazine 

 Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The January 10 

gathering will take place at the Mary’s Pizza Shack on East Washington Street. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby. 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am.  Our program has 

classes for all ages here at Elim.  Every Sunday, Little Fishes and ELIMentary 

Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. Offering for honey bees 

will be collected at the beginning of the gathering.  

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6  

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9  

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History Room at 

9:40am. 

January 29:  Intergenerational Sunday School at 9:40am!  Watch for details . . . 
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5TH-8TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, January 8, 4-8:30pm 

We’ll enjoy the final hours of Napa on Ice on January 8.  Meet at church at 4pm, 

we’ll grab some pizza in Napa, and then skate until the ice rink closes at 8pm.  

Bring a friend, drivers needed.  Bring $13 for skate time and skate rental.  RSVP 

to the office. 

7TH – 8TH GRADE GET-TOGETHERS 
January 15, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups, 

downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.   

HIGH SCHOOL 

We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.  

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

The new Adult Forum book starting January 8 is Accidental Saints: Finding God in All 

the Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber, an ELCA pastor in Denver like no other.  Stop 

by the office during the week or find a copy in the Choir Room on Sunday mornings 

for $8.50.   

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM LITTLE SHEPHERD 

Dear Elim Friends, 

The teachers and students at Little Shepherd would like to wish you a Happy New Year and hope that 

you had a wonderful Christmas.  We were so blessed to be able to have three of our classes perform the 

Christmas story for their families in December.  Our afternoon class spent time with Grace Friendship 

Circle singing and eating cookies.  This is an activity the teachers and children look forward to each year. 

It is hard to believe but registration for September 2017 will begin at the end of January. 

Thank you for all your support this past year, 

Kathy Fowler 
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OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The January recipient will be Petaluma 

People Services Center.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering envelopes in 

the back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our website, or send a text to 

707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

PPSC is dedicated to improving the social and economic health of our community by providing 

programs that strengthen the dignity and self-sufficiency of the individual.  PPSC is much more than a 

collection of 53 human services programs based on best practice research with measurable outcomes.  It 

is a community of caregivers existing within the larger community whose sole purpose is to help make 

people’s lives better.  They strive to do this one child, one adult, and one senior at a time.  Last year they 

saw an unprecedented number of our community members who needed PPSC’s help, serving over 

10,000 people through their programs.  The hands-on, face-to-face support that individuals receive from 

PPSC is wide ranging; counseling, job placement, gang prevention, daily hot meals, rides to the doctor, 

case management, financial assistance for homeless prevention, informational and referrals….People 

Helping People.  PPSC has five significant core service areas: 

 Senior Services – Meals-On-Wheels, Adult Day Care, Case Management, Nutrition Site-Senior 

Cafe, Transportation 

 Homeless Prevention, SHARE of Sonoma and Fair Housing Sonoma County 

 Employment & Training – Adult and Youth 

 Counseling – Individual, Couples & Family, Drug & Alcohol Prevention, Gang Prevention 

 Petaluma Bounty – Healthy Food For All 

Everything we are, everything we do, is connected and for the past 42 years, PPSC has been making the 

connections.  No one chooses to age.  No one chooses to lose their job or their home.  No one chooses to 

struggle with health or family issues.  If we become frail and want to stay in our home, or need 

employment help or counseling, or access to healthy food, we know that the services that PPSC provides 

in Petaluma and throughout Sonoma County will be here for them. 

RESULTS OF NOVEMBER SECOND MILE GIVING 

Your Second Mile Giving funds are spreading joy in many areas of Tanzania!  Your generous 

contribution of $2,824.26 went to eight different projects.  You helped buy supplies for Samaritan House, 

an orphanage where children are raised from birth to independence.  Money was shared with Heifer 

International farmers doing amazing work and educating their children that all started with the gift of a 

cow or goat.  With local community development workers and our friend, Simon, we traveled far into 

the countryside to visit a new Maasai Women’s Co-op, Emanyoo, meaning “Lets Wake Up”.  We were 

their first visitors and customers to purchase their beautiful bead creations.  Second Mile Giving funds 
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gave them seed money to buy supplies so that all women 

in the area could participate and then provide for their 

children.  Their gratitude overflowed with song and 

dance. 

Our longtime friend, Simon Sandlein, formerly with Heifer International, is now heading up a project 

funded by the Lutheran Church in Germany under the supervision of the Arusha West Diocese of the 

Lutheran Church.  We met with Pastor Isaac Kssito Laiser, Head of the Diocese, and Elim contributed 

money to purchase their first two goats! 

Your Elim donations brought so much joy, hope, and nutrition to four different families living in the hills 

of Mt. Meru.  Each family received large amounts of corn flour, sugar, rice, beans, oil, and soap along 

with cash and a Christmas card from Elim.  One family had three children, all malnourished and delayed 

in their development.  The only food they had were weeds simmering in water.  Your funds purchased a 

few months’ supply of a nutritional supplement for the children.  Another family no longer had any food 

and was going to lose their one room “home” since there was no money for rent.  Another family with 

six children - all living in one little room - were going to buy siding to close up the large gaps in the walls 

to keep out the cold and rain. 

One young woman that we have known since our first trip to Arusha is now a first grade teacher in a 

small village hours from Arusha.  She has 146 first grade students with no aide or supplies.  Second Mile 

Giving funds were given to her to purchase paper, pencils, books, and whatever else she needed to 

enhance her teaching abilities. 

One of James’ sons, Tom, has finished his teaching degree and is teaching Swahili and history at the New 

Life Band Secondary School.  They are not able to pay him and funds were given to him for supplies for 

his classroom. 

Our last donation will provide a year’s scholarship to Evelyn, a seventeen-year-old attending the NLB 

Secondary School and residing at the Elim-U Hostel.  Her father died and her mother could no longer 

afford to pay tuition at another school or provide for her.  She came crying to James, at the NLB School, 

pleading for admission and they agreed to educate her there, praying all the time for a sponsorship. 

Your Second Mile Giving was the answer to their prayers! 

I will share more detailed stories at a later date.  Questions are always welcomed.  Asante Sana to all! 

-Nancy Clarke 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, January 3, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the 

Westside Pantry on Thursday, January 19, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set 

up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend 

or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like 

to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

HUGE Thank-You to verihealth 
Our food pantry program was given a Christmas present in December of $500 from verihealth, Inc. 

thanks to its CEO, Gary Tennyson (Bill’s nephew). 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org


elimpetaluma.org        January 2017  |  PAGE  10  

December Pantry Results 
On a chilly December 6 evening, the Eastside pantry served 33 households representing 93 people, 28 of 

which were under the age of 18 and 13 who were over the age of 60.  Thanks to our volunteers for the 

evening:  Ben & Sue Barnes, Dave Bachman, Bill & Carolyn Tennyson, Len & Ruth Svinth, Brian & Joyce 

Tolson, Cathy Dickson, Tammy Albertson, Chuck Wolf, and Luke Svinth.  Bill Tennyson and Len Svinth 

did the shopping at REFB, Jim Atwood delivered donations from COTS, Don Bent hauled tables, and 

Rick & Barb Villa distributed our Pantry Angel Tree gifts.  

Elim hosted the Westside Pantry on December 15.  We received two deliveries of excess food from COTS 

and the Petaluma FFA dropped off 7 dozen eggs.  We served 58 households that represented 158 people, 

50 of which are children and 13 over the age of 60.  Thanks to Mike Tiernan from St. Vincent’s for 

transporting the COTS donations to Elim, Mike Andrus for shopping and transporting our purchases 

from Redwood Empire Food Bank, and to the night’s volunteers:  Jenny, Pierce, & Alicia Christensen, 

Greta Choi, Chris Mulhall, Michael & Shirley Cardella, Cathe Kiler, and Rich Rodkin.  Barb Villa happily 

distributed the remaining Pantry Angel Tree gift bags. 

Report from REFB 
Below are tidbits from a letter from David Goodman, CEO of Redwood Empire Food Bank, highlighting 

our Eastside and Westside Interfaith Pantry contributions with the help of our pantry partners:  

Petaluma Valley Baptist Church, Adobe Christian Center, Hillside Church, Sunrise Rotary, St. Vincent’s 

Catholic Church, United Methodist Church, St. John’s Episcopal Church, and B’Nai Israel Jewish Center. 

Elim Lutheran Church is a part of our network of 177 non-profit and faith-based organizations that acquired and 

distributed enough REFB food for 4.6 million meals through their own independent programs, with 45% of the food 

being fresh and nutritious produce. 

We strive to support your work.  For example, the REFB’s overall cost to acquire, handle and distribute food is 

$0.51 per pound, while the fees paid by member organizations average just $0.09 per pound.  Also, last year the 

REFB sought out and was awarded grants and special funding that allowed us to provide produce and protein 

items at no cost to our partners. 

I am pleased to report that in Fiscal 2016: 

 Elim Lutheran Church acquired 120,127 pounds of food (the equivalent of 100,106 meals), including 

49,751 pounds of fresh produce, and 1,155 pounds of protein at no cost through our Protein Initiative. 

 The estimated wholesale value of the food was $164,391. 

 The total fees paid were $24,925, saving your organization $139,466. 

 For every $1 paid in fees, Elim Lutheran Church received an estimated $6.60 in value. 

ELIM R3 NEWS 

Elim R3 wants to be more than just an annual service trip to New Orleans.  The group is developing an 

email list of people who want to help with community service projects, primarily working around the 

county and occasional jobs within the Elim community:  Habitat for Humanity, Rebuilding Together 

Petaluma, “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, etc.  If you are interested in being on this list, visit us at the 

donut table to sign up.  Questions?  Contact Athena Labberton. 
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New Orleans Team News 
 January 1:  Extended deadline for registration and first two payments 

 First meeting of the 2017 team will be on January 6 at 6:30pm at the Labberton's house.  Bring 

your favorite salad to the potluck. 

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING  
Meeting:  January 8, 11:45am, Choir Room 

Everyone who is going on the March Mexico House Building Mission Trip should attend the 

MANDATORY team meeting on January 8.  This meeting will focus on planning the Totally Awesome 

Taco Dinner and Silent Auction FUNdraiser scheduled for March 5.   Any questions; please call the 

church office or Roger Davis.                               

PETALUMA BOUNTY 

Petaluma Bounty is not currently holding regular volunteer hours at Bounty Farm on Thursdays or 

Saturdays, and will start them back up in mid-January.  If you want to get involved with Bounty 

Hunters this winter, please email bountyhunters@petalumabounty.org.  They will then contact you 

when there is a food gleaning, to harvest food, and transport to a food pantry. A great way to stay 

involved with Petaluma Bounty this winter! 

Bounty will be hosting their next New Volunteer Orientation at Bounty Farm on Saturday, January 14 

from 10-11am.  Please come on by if you haven't been to the farm before for a fun orientation!  They will 

talk about their history, current programs, and new ways to get involved.  They will also have Sun Tea 

to share with all, filled with herbs and flowers from the farm. 

PB is also hosing a Day of Service on Martin Luther King Day, January 16, 10am-1pm, at the Farm (55 

Shasta Avenue).  Activities for the day include securing the greenhouse, weeding row crops and 

perennial beds, hedgerow maintenance and pruning, sheet mulching, and tool maintenance.  If you will 

be coming with a group of more than 5 people, please email and let them know in advance: 

farm@petalumabounty.org  

GRATITUDE 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone all who contributed and helped assemble the bags for 

the children of our pantry families.  Your generous donations helped us to create 

100 bags.  At the Eastside Pantry on December 6 we handed out about half of 

them to the families.  They were surprised and overjoyed to receive the extra 

special package for their children and grandchildren.  The rest of the bags 

were handed out at the Westside Pantry on Thursday, December 15.  Thank 

you for spreading your blessings to others.  Your generosity made for lots of 

happy faces receiving the extra treat. 

-Barb & Rick Villa 

Our pictorial directories were completed at the end of November.  Many thanks to Becky Schuerman 

Choi, Deb Sheridan, and Carole Sullivan for the many hours of taking photos, updating directory 

mailto:bountyhunters@petalumabounty.org
mailto:farm@petalumabounty.org
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information and pulling the whole project together, it could not have been done without you.  The 

directory is a wonderful reference for all of us!    

- Barb Villa 

A special thank you to Diane Deardorff for leading our crafters.  Not only does she make incredible 

crafts, she has organized, cleaned, set up, taken down, and helped the rest of us with crafting.  She has 

generously shared her talents with us even while injured.  She is one special lady and we are blessed for 

her service and friendship! 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Georgia Perani died on December 7.  A private service will be held in January. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

November 2016 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    
November 2015 

Year-to-Date 2015 

Budget $28,100 $146,328   

Actual $20,908 $138,842 $27,282 $142,022 

Variance ($7,192) ($7,486) ($6,374) ($3,180) 

Change: -34.4% -5.4% -30.5% -2.3% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

November 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $24,767 $32,823 ($8,057) 

Expenses $23,460 $33,981 $10,520 

Net Increase (Decrease) $1,307 ($1,157) $2,464 

Year-to-Date (June-Nov.)    

Revenue $178,238 $187,066 ($8,829) 

Expenses $179,908 $200,753 $20,846 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($1,670) ($13,687) $12,017 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
January 1:  Penny; January 8:  open; January 15:  open; January 22:  open; January 29:  open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the 

bulletin board in the Welcome 

Area.  The cost depends on 

whether you use flowers from 

your garden (free), make your 

own arrangements, or use a 

florist. 

READINGS 
We are following the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings.  On the 

Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 

Creation through the early Christian church.  From Christmas to Easter, readings from the Gospel of 

Luke tell the story of the birth of the Messiah at Christmas, the revelation of the Messiah during 

Epiphany, and Jesus’ passion through Lent and Holy Week. 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of any age 

that represents the text of the day.  See the chart below that gives you the reading you can look up in 

your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to 

copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be almost two 

weeks ahead of the service to give us an opportunity to make your artwork look beautiful when we 

create the bulletin.  Sign up for a date at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin 

and submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org   

 January 1:  Simeon and Anna 
Luke 2:21-38 – Only eight days old, and Jesus is already making 

waves in the temple. Two long-suffering servants, Simeon and 

Anna, are about to have the moment for which they have spent 

their lives waiting. 

Art Deadline:  December 20 

 January 8:  Jesus’ Baptism 
Luke 3:1-22 – John the Baptizer has undeniable charisma. But be 

careful – if you ask him a question, you might not like the answer. 

John’s proclamation is the radical inbreaking of God’s kingdom on 

earth, and one that calls for a radical response. 

Main Idea: There is no quick fix for this world; God’s kingdom is 

made well slowly, one right move at a time. 

Art Deadline:  December 27 

 Dec 4 Dec 11 Dec 18 Dec 24 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 60 118 64 4pm=270 

10:30am 131 216 146 5:30pm=169 Dec 2016 245 

Wk total 192 334 210 9pm=156 Dec 2015 204 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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 January 15:  Sermon at Nazareth 
Luke 4:14-30 – The boy from Nazareth has made good for himself, 

and now Jesus makes a rousing return to his childhood temple. But 

is his shocking brand of prophecy too much for the hometown 

crowd to handle? Joseph’s son is about to find out. 

Main Idea: Prophetic words can be hard to hear. 

Art Deadline:  January 3 

 January 22:  Great Catch of Fish 
Luke 5:1-11 – The fish weren’t biting that day; a professional knows 

when to call it quits. “Yet, if you say so…” Thus begins an entirely 

new chapter for Simon Peter: learning again and again to put a 

logic-defying trust in Jesus, and witnessing firsthand the miracles 

that result. 

Main Idea: Jesus walks with us when our lives change in an instant. 

Art Deadline:  January 10 

 January 29:  Healing on the Sabbath 
Luke 6:1-16 – And so it begins: Jesus’ ongoing quarrel with the 

Pharisees, expert keepers of the law. What could be more 

frustrating than a wildly popular evangelist with a habit of making 

his own rules in the service of ultimate love? 

Main Idea: The Sabbath was made for the wellness of humanity. 

Art Deadline:  January 17 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Daryll Nockleby 14 Tom Harris 18 Carole Rosenthal  26 Adam Aldrich 

4 Joanne Goebel  Andrew Mansen 20 Wendell Day  Mercedes Cooke 

6 Deb Sheridan  Elliott Prime  Barbara Stimel  Barry Yant 

7 Alexandra Mendoza  Bob Reinhard 21 Chuck Wolf 27 Cindy Skanderson 

8 Oscar Carlson 15 Brenten Bailey 24 Andrew Sipich  Keith Winters 

10 Delmar Friedrichsen  Taylor Eaton  Fred Svinth 28 Ed Sellai 

11 Cora Matley  Andrew Morgenlaender 25 James Nordquist 29 Dawson Shaw 

12 Valorie Horne 16 Will Boone  Brittany Tieken 30 Athena Labberton 

13 Sierra Haddock    Sandee Wright   

 Kris Haugen    Joe Zusin   

 Shelley Westby       
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ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church        Caring • Growing • Serving January 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

9:30am Worship 

2 Office closed 3  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

4  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

5  
2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

6  
6:30pm New Orleans Team 
Meeting (Labbertons) 

7  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

8  

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Team Meeting (Choir 
Room) 

4pm 5th-8th grade: ice 
skating 

9  
Preschool classes resume 

7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

10  
12pm Esther Circle (Mary’s 
Pizza on Washington) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

11  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

12  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

13  14  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

15  

9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall) 

5pm 7th-8th Grade Get-
Together (Fellowship Hall) 

16  
Office & Preschool closed 

7pm Elizabeth Circle 

17 Source Deadline 
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

18  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

6:45pm Womensing Chorus 
(Choir Room) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

19  
5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

20  21  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

22  

 

23  
7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

24  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

25  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

6:45pm Womensing Chorus 
(Choir Room) 

26  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

27  28  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

29  

Womensing Chorus performs 
at both services 

9:40am Inter-generational 
Sunday School 

30  31  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open for 
children 4 & under 

 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 

Inter-generational Sunday School on January 29 
Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade   

ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades 
J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades   

Adult Forum (Choir Room) 
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