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SIN BOLDLY! 
I remember seeing a sign with these words on it near the student housing office at the seminary I 

attended in St Paul, Minnesota.  Not necessarily the kind of words you’d expect to see posted at a 

religious institution.  I’d expected to see something a little more aspirational like “don’t sin” or “be 

holy.”  In any case, these words (“sin boldly”) were there and they are attributed to Martin Luther, and 

they are the kind of words that left me wondering.  What did Luther mean when writing and 

encouraging a friend to “sin boldly”?  Was Luther telling his friend and people to go out of their way to 

really mess things up? 

I’ve recently stumbled upon some of the recent work of Parker Palmer.  One of the phrases that he’s 

currently using is the “undivided life”.  He says:  

“At some point we learn that it’s not safe to be in the world as who we truly are, that if we express 

our true feelings, our true identity, we are going to get marginalized, we are going to become 

invisible, or we are going to be disliked or even hated…But then there comes a point in which that 

divided life, that gap between who we really are and the face we put on for the larger world becomes 

painful…I can’t imagine any sadder way to die than with the feeling that I never showed up in this 

world as my true self, but I can’t imagine any more satisfying way to go out then to say, to the best of 

my ability...I was there as who I am, I was there with my best gifts, I was there with a sense of 

possibility, I was there with my own struggle, my own suffering.  I was there honestly, truly, and 

real, in three dimensions.” 

I wonder if to live the undivided life isn’t kind of the same thing as sinning boldly.  That if we are really 

honest with ourselves, we all have stuff that we have messed up, stuff we have failed at, judgmental 

thoughts, actions we’d take back, inaction that we should have acted upon.  We all have stuff that we 

have hid, are hiding and would be easier to hide.  Perhaps Luther’s point was that it’s humanly 

impossible to not be messed up.  Perhaps Luther’s point was that there’s no such thing as having it all 

together, so why pretend to?  As Parker Palmer says, and I think it’s true, hiding stuff, not being who 

really are does us and the world more harm than good.  It is in the not hiding of our true selves that 

really leads to the healing of ourselves and others. 

I’ve noticed at funerals and memorials that when people 

speak of those who have died there is some appreciation 

of stories that communicate how great of a person the 

deceased was.  But it seems to me, that what I and others 

really tend to resonate with are the stories of how the 

deceased burnt cookies, of how they drank one too many 

beers, of how they were a little grumpy, of how they were 

nosy, of how they had some broken relationships, of how 

they were human.  Now that I can really relate to.  

FYI, Luther didn’t stop at saying “sin boldly”.  What 

Luther really said in a letter to his friend Phillip was this, 

“Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong (sin boldly), but 

let your trust in Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ 



elimpetaluma.org        February 2017  |  PAGE  3  

who is the victor over sin, death, and the world.”  As I read these words, what I hear is Luther’s 

insistence that God can handle and handles our shit.  God’s grace and forgiveness allow us to be who we 

honestly are.  God’s grace allows us, invites us, encourages us to live an undivided life, to be who we 

truly are, fully and wholly, unique and gifted, broken, without hiding, without fear, for the sake of 

ourselves, others and the world.  And it’s this same grace that allows us, invites us, encourages us to 

accept, embrace, and love one another without judgment, for who each other really is.  So who are you, 

really?   

#Google – “parker palmer what is an undivided life?” 

#Nadia Bolz-Weber – Accidental Saints: Finding God in all the wrong people 

#Ephesians 2:8 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
NEW ORLEANS NEWS 

Parents’ Night Out 
Friday, February 3; 5-9pm; reserve your spot by January 30! 

You know how hard it is to get a reservation at your favorite restaurant on 

Valentine’s Day.  Well, we have an answer... Celebrate Valentine’s Day early on 

February 3 to get the dinner reservation you want and leave the kids with us!  The 

New Orleans Service Trip Team will serve dinner (hot dogs and mac & cheese), do 

crafts, sing songs, and watch an age-appropriate movie with your kids, while you 

enjoy that dinner.  The cost will be $30 for one child, $40 for two children, $20 each 

additional child.  Sign up at the Sunday morning donut table or call the office by 

January 30 to reserve your spot. 

Team Meeting 
Friday, February 10; 6:30-8pm  

Meet at the Labberton’s home for a team meeting and potluck featuring your favorite appetizer.  Those 

going on this trip need to be up-to-date on payments and committed.  The tickets have been purchased 

so no going back now! 

Beignet Day! 
To celebrate Mardi Gras, the New Orleans team will be selling yummy beignets with lots of powdered 

sugar on February 26 in lieu of doughnuts. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
February 5, 11:30am 

All are invited to stay for a soup lunch hosted by 5th-8th graders starting at 

11:30am.  The lunch will be free-will with donations going to Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Service or a local immigration organization.   
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ELIM HAS AEBLESKIVER FEVER! 
Saturday, February 11; 9-11am 

A sweet beginning to the Valentine’s Day festivities starts with aebleskivers!  Bring your sweetheart to 

Elim’s annual Aebleskiver Breakfast on February 11.  Esther Circle sponsors this yummy meal consisting 

of these Danish “pancake puff” delights along with ham, fruit, coffee, and juice for $8 ($4 for kids 10 and 

under) that benefits the Elim landscape fund.  Purchase tickets at the door.  Bring some extra bills for the 

raffle, too. 

VALENTINE’S GIFTS . . . MAKE OR TAKE 
Brunch Bunch starts February 4; Valentine’s Day sale on February 12 

Greetings from your crafting crew!  The new year has just begun and we are refreshed and relaxed and 

ready to get our creative juices flowing.  The Saturday morning Brunch Bunch will resume on Saturday, 

February 4, 10am-1pm.  All ages and talents are welcome, especially if you bring treats to share.  Join us 

upstairs in Room 1.  We'll start the year out with a two-week focus on Valentines.  Bring your ideas and 

projects and share the love of crafting with your Elim family. 

Wish list: 

 wreath forms 

 silk flowers 

 good scissors  

 floral tape and wire 

 wood scraps 

 gourd

Pinterest.com is full of Valentines! 

On Sunday, February 12, we will have a table in the Fellowship Hall displaying our 

lovely Valentine’s Day creations.  Pick up something for your sweetie and 

your free-will donation will benefit either the New Orleans Service Trip 

or the Mexico House Building Mission Trip. 

Questions or comments, call or text Diane Deardorff. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, February 12, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

February 12 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting.  If you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, 

want to discuss your concerns, give feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please 

feel free to join us.  You can always get in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on 

Elim’s website: www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, February 18, 10am 

Our healing prayer ministry team welcomes anyone who would like some prayer healing.  They do this 

confidentially and will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further.  It takes about 20-30 

minutes.  To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081).  The first appointment starts at 

10am in the Fireside Room (church office building).  If you would like them to come to your home, let 

the office know also.  

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
March 1; spaghetti supper at 6pm, service at 7pm 

Our Ash Wednesday spaghetti dinner will be served in the Fellowship Hall 

beginning at 6pm.  Your donation for the meal will help cover the food costs 

with proceeds going to the Elim Scholarship Fund.  Thanks to Gene McCloud, 

Athena Labberton, and Barb Villa for providing the meal. 

We will then gather in worship at 7pm where we confess our sins, receive the 

imposition of ashes, and prepare our hearts and minds for the next 40 days of Lent. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SLAYING THE PARENTHESIS AT ELIM 

On Sunday, May 22, 2016 – in high spirits and with unity of purpose – we gathered in the Sanctuary in 

record numbers for an annual meeting in two parts:  the first meeting to call our new pastor, and a 

second meeting immediately thereafter to approve the budget necessary to support his ministry and 

fund his call.  This gathering was the exciting culmination of many months of intense dedication and 

deliberation by the Call Committee, which had unanimously concluded that Pastor Patrick was right for 

Elim.  

Fast forward to early 2017, and the realization of the first meeting’s purpose is in evidence everywhere. 

Pastor Patrick is busy throughout the church and around the community – engaging members of all ages 

with thoughtful sermons (including creative, varied, and funny children’s sermons for our youngest 

members), offering deep engagement at Adult Forum where he’s encouraging participants to find God 

in unexpected places, leading the middle school “get-togethers”, kicking off new events like Carols & 

Beer at Aqus, reviving dormant ministries and helping new ones get started, meeting with community 

groups dedicated to serving those who are most in need, eagerly anticipating his first VBS, joining our 

service trips to Mexico and New Orleans, and much more – reminding us on a daily basis that we chose 

well.  With uncommon grace, gentleness, humor, and authenticity, Pastor Patrick is justifying the early 

enthusiasm expressed in Meeting #1. 

How are we progressing with fulfilling the purpose of Meeting #2?  

In preparing the 2016-2017 Budget, Elim’s Finance and Leadership Teams knew that it represented a bit 

of a stretch for the congregation.  Collectively, we would need to give $10,875 (or 3.5%) more than we 

did during the 2015-2016 fiscal year, whereas Elim budgets typically call for no more than a 3% increase 

in giving from year to year.  But we considered the stretch to be warranted and necessary in order to call 

the pastor of our choice. 

The proposed budget was also crafted to support our new pastor – Elim’s first in many years to be called 

as a solo pastor – by funding a lay management position that would enable our solo pastor to focus on 

Word and Sacrament, mission and vision, service, pastoral care, and so on, and not get bogged down in 

organizational management.  In Elim’s recent past, we have been served by two or more pastors, one of 

whom had organizational duties.  It is considerably more cost effective – and with only one pastor, it is 

necessary – to have a lay person, a General Manager, administering the corporate affairs of the 
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congregation, including overseeing and directing the church’s lay staff and office operations, finances 

and accounting, insurance, government compliance, and information technology, etc.  As a congregation, 

we thoughtfully and prayerfully considered the needs of Elim; concluded that the giving stretch was 

necessary in order to call Pastor Patrick and support the ongoing missions and functions of the church; 

and Meeting #2 concluded with optimism and excitement for the future of Elim. 

Are we as a congregation living up to the commitment we made when we approved the 2016-

2017 Budget?  Not yet.  So far, instead of giving 3.5% more than we did last year, we are 

actually giving less. Our actual giving has been falling short of what was budgeted every 

month since August.  When you look at the giving figure in the Sunday announcement 

page (and page 12 of this Source) that shows the variance between actual giving and the 

giving we budgeted for, that variance appears in parenthesis because it is a negative 

variance.  

But it isn’t too late!  Your Leadership and Finance Teams are asking each of you to prayerfully consider 

increasing your regular giving to Elim, thereby helping us to eliminate the parentheses in those reports.  

Remembering the energy and excitement we all felt last May for Meeting #1, let’s work together to fulfill 

the promise we made in Meeting #2. 

BAPTISM/AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

On Wednesday nights during Lent, those interested in being baptized, those seeking to affirm their 

baptism (confirmation), those interested in joining Elim, those interested in recommitting to the faith, 

and those who are simply interested are invited to join a small group of people who will look at some 

foundations of faith with Patrick.  These one-hour sessions will take place following midweek Lenten 

services (usually 7:30-8:30pm unless noted otherwise).  The group will culminate with those wishing to 

be baptized/confirmed or wishing to join Elim being able to do so on Easter morning. 

 March 1, 8-9pm – Genesis to Revelation in 60 minutes 

 March 8 – Lutherhuh? 

 March 15 – No session 

 March 22 – No session due to Spring Break 

 March 29 – Banned questions about Christians 

 April 5 – Churchy stuff (those wishing to learn more about baptism and communion are invited) 

 April 12, 7-8pm – Intro to Elim and faith sharing party 

Please contact the office if you would like to participate in this series. 

WORSHIP HELPER TRAINING 

Thank you for volunteering to be a worship helper.  We will be scheduling training/refresher classes 

throughout the month of February.   Even if you’ve been doing the same job for years it would be helpful 

to refresh your knowledge and also help the new volunteers.  Dates will be announced in the weekly 

announcements in the Sunday bulletin. 
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NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE 

If you haven’t picked up our new pictorial directory, stop by the office for your copy for a suggested $5 

donation.   

Don’t forget that all this information is already available online and updated daily!  Contact the office at 

elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for 

your cell phone! 

WE HAVE A WEED PROBLEM 

If anyone has frustrations to get out of their system or a burning desire to pull weeds, God has provided!  

There are plenty around the church property, so feel free to come on by to help out when you can.  Every 

little bit helps. 

2016 GIVING STATEMENTS  

Year-end contribution statements were emailed to most people on January 10.  If you did not receive 

your statement, please contact the office to obtain a copy. 

MUSIC 
CHERUB CHOIR 
Winter session starts February 16 

Do you know any children looking for a fun music experience?  Invite 

them to join Cherub Choir!  Our primary focus is children ages 3-7, but 

older children who want to sing with us are welcome!  It's a great 

avenue for them to explore their faith!  During this session they will sing 

during two 10:30am worship services as well as a community outreach performance at Springfield Place 

Retirement Community.  We will meet on Thursdays at 6:30pm in Room 9 starting February 16.  

Questions?  Feel free to contact Vicki Olivas Navarro. 

FESTIVAL CHOIR 

Festival Choir will be part of the Palm Sunday services on April 9.  Watch for rehearsal dates beginning 

in early March.  All are welcome – Elim members and friends – to be a part of this beautiful choir 

directed by Laila Schoenlein. 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday (NOT on February 11 due to the Aebleskiver 

Breakfast) in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, 

fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For more information or to sign up to cook, contact 

Brian Crosby.   

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – February 9 – 

at 12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, February 20.  

 Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The February 14 

gathering will take place at Renate Bohn’s home. 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am.  Our program has classes for all ages here 

at Elim.  Every Sunday, Little Fishes and ELIMentary Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. 

Offering for honey bees will be collected at the beginning of the gathering.  

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6  

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9  

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History 

Room at 9:40am. 

5TH-8TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, February 5, 11:30am 

Families of 5th-8th graders invited to provide soup and serve 

after the last service on February 5.  This will be a fundraiser 

for immigration services. 

6TH – 8TH GRADE GET-TOGETHER 
February 12, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; 

share and support one another in life’s ups, downs, and 

ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and 

have fun.   

HIGH SCHOOL 

We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.  We will 

also resume our Breakfast Walk tradition.  Breakfast walks are the first Sunday of every month, 9:40-

10:25am, starting in the Fellowship Hall.  All junior and senior high school youth are invited on these 
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walks.  Make sure you bring money for food.  We will either eat at the market or walk back to eat in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

Adult Forum has been reading Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People by 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, an ELCA pastor in Denver like no other.  Even if you aren’t reading 

the book, feel free to join in on the fun on Sunday mornings.  There are still a couple 

copies of the book available for $8.50.   

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD REGISTRATION OPEN 

Registration has begun for the 2017-2018 school year!  Forms can be found on Little Shepherd’s website 

(www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool) or in the office.  

 2’s Program:  must be two years old by September 1, 2017; Monday/Wednesday or 

Tuesday/Thursday, 9:15-11:15am, for $192/month 

 3’s Program:  must be three years old by September 1, 2017; Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9-11:30am, 

$235/month; or add Friday mornings for $330/month (Friday class is full) 

 4’s Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2017; Monday/Wednesday/Fridays, 8:30-

11:30am, $290/month, or 

 Pre-K Program:  must be four years old by September 1, 2017; Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 12:30-

3:30pm, $302/month 

 Extra enrichment classes available for 4’s on Mondays and/or Fridays for an additional $27/session 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 

SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION TRIP 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The February donations will benefit our 

Mexico House Building Mission Trip team.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special 

offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our 

website, or send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

www.elimpetaluma.org/preschool
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Elim's Mexico House Building Mission Trip is arranged through Amor Ministries in San Diego.  For 

more than 30 years, Amor has built homes that have impacted more than 16,000 families in Mexico.  Elim 

has been participating for the past 27 years. 

This year, Elim will be sending 27 Elim members and friends to Mexico during Spring Break, March 20-

25.  This will undoubtedly be a life-changing experience for each one of them.  It will also make a huge 

impact on the lives of the family who will receive a new home.  

Each participant pays for a portion of their expenses, but fundraising is also necessary. Donations are 

needed for:  

 Transportation costs: van rentals, fuel 

 Food: purchased en route and to bring to the campsite 

 Building materials that are purchased by Amor Ministries in Mexico with the money we raise 

prior to our trip 

 Lodging: 2 nights stay at a Lutheran church in San Diego, camping fees in Mexico 

Even if you are unable to physically go on this mission trip, you are invited to participate in spirit 

through prayer for the team and recipient families, financial donations, and support.  THANK YOU! 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, February 7, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the 

Westside Pantry on Thursday, February 16, in our Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set 

up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend 

or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like 

to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Beginning in January, B’nai Israel Jewish Center and the Islamic Center of Petaluma started their 

partnership on the fourth Thursday Interfaith Food Pantry evenings.  The Islamic Center will be sending 

a few volunteers to assist in handing out groceries.  This is a wonderful addition to our interfaith efforts 

and will also be a meaningful way for the Islamic Center to be more visible in our community. 

ELIM R3 NEWS 

Elim R3 wants to be more than just an annual service trip to New Orleans.  The group is developing an 

email list of people who want to help with community service projects, primarily working around the 

county and occasional jobs within the Elim community:  Habitat for Humanity, Rebuilding Together 

Petaluma, “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, etc.  If you are interested in being on this list, visit us at the 

donut table to sign up.  Questions?  Contact Athena Labberton. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING MISSION TRIP  

Save the Date! 
The Elim Mexico Mission Team is having their Taco Dinner & Silent Action on 

Sunday, March 5, 5-7pm.  Come help support us and enjoy some totally 

awesome tacos!  Cost is $5 per person and $20 per family.  Tickets will be sold on 

most Sundays in February and on the day of the Taco Dinner.  You may also call 

the Elim office to reserve your tickets. 

Team Meeting 
The final team meeting will be held on Sunday, February 26, at 11:45am in the Choir Room.  We will 

make final preparations for the Taco Dinner fundraiser and the trip.  It is very important for everyone to 

attend.  The remaining $130 payment is also due on this date. 

GRATITUDE 
As one of the members involved in the Tuesday Interfaith Food Pantry, I would like to say an extra 

thanks to all the volunteers who came out to help at the stormy January give away.  It was a very cold, 

wet night, using the overhang at Lucchesi Park.  The conditions were bad in many ways, still the number 

of people who came out was so great.  We did not have a large number of folks who needed the food, 

but we were able to send good food home with 21 households.  Thanks to Jim Atwood for the COTS 

delivery.  Also, I believe that Pastor Torbit had extra duty when he got home (bath time for his two girls 

who found every mudpuddle).  And hardy thanks to Bill Tennyson who does most of the heavy lifting 

when we purchase the food at Redwood Empire Food Bank.  If there are any members of the church (or 

friends) who have a little extra time on the first Tuesday of the month, come and see us at Lucchesi Park 

at 5pm. 

-Len Svinth 

Christmas Eve was here, lots of folks to cheer... 

 4pm service: Nathan Widger, Vicki Olivas Navarro, Ian Labberton, Cherub Choir  

 5:30pm service: Stephanie Bent, Elim Handbell Choir, Dan Deardorff, Shelley Westby 

 9pm service: Phil Sorenson; the Deardorff, Labberton, and Miller families  

 All three services: Sarah and Athena Labberton  

"Without music, life would be a mistake."  Friedrich Nietzche 

-Cathe Kiler, music director 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Betty Hammer passed away on December 30, 2016. 

Ed Whitt passed away in early January.  A celebration of life was held on January 21. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

December 2016 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    
December 2015 

Year-to-Date 2015 

Budget $33,876 $180,204   

Actual $31,736 $165,577 $32,889 $174,911 

Variance ($2,140) ($14,626) ($1,153) ($9,334) 

Change: -6.7% -8.8% -3.6% -5.6% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

December 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $37,203 $38,599 ($1,395) 

Expenses $40,717 $47,196 $6,479 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($3,513) ($8,597) $5,084 

Year-to-Date (June-Dec.)    

Revenue $211,171 $225,665 ($14,494) 

Expenses $223,474 $247,949 $24,475 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($12,304) ($22,284) $9,980 

 

Jesus Stocking Report – December 2016 
COTS $ 85  Mexico House Building Trip $ 5 

Elim Caring Concerns $ 225  Petaluma Ecumenical Properties $ 370 

Elim Scholarship Fund $ 120  Tanzania Mission Fund $ 300 

Little Shepherd Scholarship Fund $ 285  World Hunger $ 625 

Lutheran Disaster Response $ 385  Total $ 2,435 

Lutheran Social Services $ 35    

 

GIVING . . . THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT 

Those of you who currently utilize online giving may be interested in 

donating with your smartphone.  Vanco now has Give+ available 

through the App Store and is optimized for the iPhone.  The app is free to download and there is no 

charge for credit/debit card giving.  Search for “give plus church” to quickly find and download the app. 
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NEWS FROM THRIVENT 

We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to 

more than 32,000 churches, schools and other nonprofits, including Elim Lutheran Church, through 

Thrivent Choice®.  Based on member recommendations, Elim Lutheran Church received $2,227 in 

charitable outreach funding in 2016.  The deadline for Thrivent members to direct their 2016 Choice 

Dollars is March 31. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
February 5:  Athearn; February 12:  Geney; February 19:  Mayo; February 26:  McCloud 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

 

 

READINGS 
We are following the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings.  On the 

Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 

Creation through the early Christian church.  From Christmas to Easter, readings from the Gospel of 

Luke tell the story of the birth of the Messiah at Christmas, the revelation of the Messiah during 

Epiphany, and Jesus’ passion through Lent and Holy Week. 

 February 5:  Raising the Widow’s Son 
Luke 7:1-17 – Jesus is approaching superstar status. No longer are 

his fellow Jews the only ones putting their hopes on him, but now 

he is known throughout the region. And sometimes the faith of an 

outsider can surprise even Jesus. 

Main idea:  Sometimes we might surprise Jesus with our faith. 

Artwork Deadline:  January 31 

 Jan 1 Jan 8 Jan 15 Jan 22 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 87 (9:30) 40 60 62 

10:30am  85 103 94 Jan 2017 133 

Wk total 87 125 163 156 Jan 2016 150 
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February 12:  More than a Prophet 
Luke 7:18-35 – Jesus and John were two cousins with a common 

purpose: not only in proclaiming, but also in acting to bring about 

the kingdom of God. They may suffer insults and opposition from 

the authorities, but that’s not enough to stop these two persistent 

prophets. 

Main idea:  John encouraged a lifestyle of humility, service, and 

repentance. We can continue to work toward justice and peace as 

John did. 

Artwork Deadline:  February 7 

 February 19:  Forgiven at Jesus’ Feet 
Luke 7:36-50 – Well… this is awkward. Jesus has accepted a dinner 

invitation from a Pharisee named Simon, but before the meal even 

begins, a local woman comes to bathe the teacher’s feet with oil and 

tears. What’s a host to do? Jesus is about to tell him. 

Main idea:  A love nurtured by forgiveness can be extravagant and 

even a little uncomfortable. 

Artwork Deadline:  February 14 

 

February 26:  Transfiguration 
Luke 9:28-45 – Life with Jesus may be confusing at times, but never 

boring. Peter and friends have witnessed Jesus transfigured with 

ancient prophets, and triumphing over a malicious demon, all in 

the space of two days. But what are they to make of it all? 

Main idea:  Jesus can reveal himself to us in ways we can’t yet 

understand, but maybe one day we will.  God is so amazing – 

sometimes we don’t understand it all, and that’s okay! 

Artwork Deadline:  February 21   

 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of 

any age that represents the text of the day.  See the chart above that gives you the reading you can look 

up in your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy 

enough to copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be 

the Tuesday before the service to give us an opportunity to make your artwork look beautiful when we 

create the bulletin.  Sign up for a date at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin 

and submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

 

  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Glenn Richardson 6 Ryan Lauridsen 13 Del Rosenthal 22 Brynn Bailey 

2 Joanne Athearn  David Norman 14 Jane Rabbitt  Cathleen Cannon 

3 Andy Christiansen  Kathy Reinhard 15 Steve Stimel 23 Joy Jensen  

 Blaine Clemmens 8 Cynthia Griffith 16 Carole Amer-Koch  Annie Simon 

 Grace Martinez  Darren Shaw  Carissa Pisors 24 Mike Pesutich 

4 Bettie Finkbohner  Steve Tasselmyer 17 Harmony Jensen  Tammie Pisors 

 Lucas Prime 9 Natalie Herman  Shirley Leeburg  Kevin Prime 

 Mary Wyrick  Anita Kelly 18 Joy Carter 25 Ben Barnes 

5 Larell Fineren  John Scott  Catherine Winters  Aubrey Forsberg 

 Karina Koagedal 10 Kayla Jensen McMinn 19 Jack Micco 26 Lesley Haddock 

 Karen West  John Schempf  Maddie Wagner  Becky Schuerman Choi  

  11 Tasha Garibaldi   28 Brian Crosby 

   Keenan Horne    Marian Olsen 

   Ellen Yant     

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High 

School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool 

Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church           Caring • Growing • Serving February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

2  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

3  
5-9pm Parents Night Out 
(Fellowship Hall) 

4  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

5  

9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast 
Walk 

 

6  7  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

8  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

9  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

10  
High school ski trip (tent.) 

6:30pm New Orleans Team 
Mtg/Potluck (Labbertons) 

11  
9-11am Aebleskiver 
Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

12  

All morning Valentine’s Day 
Craft Sale (Fellowship Hall) 

9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall)  

5pm 6th-8th Get-together 
(Fellowship Hall) 

13  
Preschool closed 

7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

14  
12pm Esther Circle (Bohn) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

 

15 Source Deadline 

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

16  
4:45pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Room 
9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

17  18  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

19  

 

20  
Office and preschool closed 

7pm Elizabeth Circle 

 

21  
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

22  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

23  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Room 
9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

24  
 

25  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

26 Beignet sales 

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Team Meeting (Choir 
Room) 

27  
7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

28  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

 

 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 

Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade   
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades 

J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades   
Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open for 
children 4 & under 

 



Elim Lutheran Church           Caring • Growing • Serving February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

2  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

3  
5-9pm Parents Night Out 
(Fellowship Hall) 

4  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

5  

9:40am Jr./Sr. High Breakfast 
Walk 

11:30am Souper Bowl 
fundraiser (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

6  7  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

8  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

9  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

10  
High school ski trip (tent.) 

6:30pm New Orleans Team 
Mtg/Potluck (Labbertons) 

11  
9-11am Aebleskiver 
Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

12  

All morning Valentine’s Day 
Craft Sale (Fellowship Hall) 

9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall)  

5pm 6th-8th Get-together 
(Fellowship Hall) 

13  
Preschool closed 

7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

14  
12pm Esther Circle (Bohn) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

 

15 Source Deadline 

5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

16  
4:45pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

6:30pm Cherub Choir (Room 
9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

17  18  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

19  

 

20  
Office and preschool closed 

7pm Elizabeth Circle 

 

21  
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

22  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

23  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Room 
9) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

24  
 

25  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am-1pm Crafty Brunch 
Bunch (Room 1) 

26 Beignet sales 

11:45am Mexico House 
Building Team Meeting (Choir 
Room) 

27  
7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

28  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbells (nursery) 

 

 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 

Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade   
ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th grades 

J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades   
Adult Forum (Choir Room) 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open for 
children 4 & under 
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