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Christmas at Elim  
Sunday, December 11 
8:30am and 10:30am:  Hear the Christmas story told by Elim's Festival Choir at 

these special holiday services 

Sunday, December 18 
8:30am:  Service featuring the meditative Holden Evening Prayer 

10:30am service:  Services includes our all-ages Christmas Program 

Thursday, December 22 
7pm:  Get into the holiday spirit with "Carols & Beer" at Aqus Café (189 H Street, 

Petaluma) 

Saturday, December 24  
4pm:  Christmas Eve service ideal for families, performance by the Cherub 

Choir 

5:30pm:  Christmas Eve service with families in mind, performance by the 
handbell choir and actors 

9pm:  Christmas Eve service with Communion and anthems sung by our 
Christmas Choir 
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FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD... 
A black church burned, and spray painted “vote Trump”.  A Trump supporter physically attacked.  A 

Muslim physically attacked.  A group of Hispanic children taunted by white children saying “Go back to 

Mexico”.  A gay woman physically threatened and verbally abused.  These are just a few of the many 

troubling stories that have peppered the news in recent days following the 2016 presidential election.        

Enter the Christmas story.  The Christmas story is this incredible and unbelievable story of angels and 

shepherds, dreams and virgin birth, astrologers and a westward leading star.  Nevertheless, for me, it is 

this story that celebrates the birth of a person who spoke up and stood up in big and small ways for love, 

peace, change and the well-being all.  In a time in which people executed one another for their wrong 

doing, this character advocated for grace and forgiveness.  In a time in which people marginalized 

particular individuals of society, this character made it a point to befriend them.  In a time in which 

religious folk flaunted their religiousness, this character embodied humility.  In a time in which common 

wisdom told one to hate their enemies, this character challenged the status quo and spoke of love for 

those one hated.  In a time of violence, this character worked for peace.  This character wasn’t waiting at 

the temple or at home for people to show up in order for him to make a difference.  This character was 

moving, active, proactive, and interactive in the world, working for a better world, working to make it 

look a little more like God had envisioned. 

Having come through an incredibly contentious and emotional presidential election, there has been a lot 

of arguing, anger, hurt, and hate.  Like you, I know people (friends, family, etc.) who voted in all kinds 

of ways.  I personally think it is good not to say that one party is completely right and the other party is 

completely wrong.  It seems good to me not to believe one party to be “God’s chosen party”.  For me, 

recent troubling news stories are less about political party and more about love and or lack thereof it.  It 

seems to me that the Christmas story invites us to believe in and celebrate the faith that says although it 

may not seem like it, there is a God, and not only that, but that this God really loves the world; this God 

is really with people, really cares about people, and really offers good things like strength and guidance 

and wisdom and wholeness and well-being and courage and spine and patience and peace and hope. 

It seems to me that the Christmas story invites us to follow Jesus in speaking up and standing up in big 

and small ways, in macro and micro levels for love, peace, change and the well-being all.  The Christmas 

story challenges me (and certainly a challenge it is) to love the best I can those I don’t know in the world 

and community as well as those I do know and interact with on a daily basis.  I’m not sure which is more 

difficult.   

One Sunday this past month children from Elim made a “love banner”.  On it there are hearts, peace 

signs, smile faces, Christmas trees, the words “love and “peace”, and lots of creative scribble.  It is 

hanging out front of Elim for all to see.  The point is for ALL who enter and exit to know that our faith 

says they are loved.  Whoever they are God loves them.  Whatever they have done or not done God’s 

grace extends to them.  They are children of God.  We are children of God.  It seems to me that now is a 

really important time to continue to stand up and speak up, following Jesus in his over the top way of 

love.  It seems to me that now is a really important time to be bold in getting our love out there, that it 

would reach across the aisle, that it would reach people we are angry with, that it would reach family 

members that we disagree with, that it would reach co-workers and neighbors that are unfriendly and 

annoy us, and that it would especially reach to all races, Muslims, religions, disabled, oppressed, poor, 
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immigrants (documented and undocumented), migrants, LGBTQ people, those living in fear, and those 

who are victims of hate.  Jesus once said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I have 

come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”   

Wishing you a Christmas filled with abundant life and love,    

DECEMBER EVENTS  
See our Outreach & Community section on pages 8-10 for other important events. 

DO YOU “SEE” WHAT I SEE?   

Elim R3 is selling See’s Candies as part of the fundraising efforts for their 2017 New Orleans service trip.  

Jingle your way over to the donut table in the Fellowship Hall for order forms and see all the yummy 

Christmas goodies available.  Orders are due on or before Sunday, December 4; forms may be dropped 

off in the See’s Candies box found in the “Welcome” area or at the donut table.  Please include payment 

with your order - checks payable to “Elim Lutheran Church” with NOLA in the memo line.  You may 

pick up your goodies at the donut table on Sunday, December 11.  If you have any questions, please call 

Brigitte Winterboer. 

NEW ORLEANS . . . “DONUT” MAKE YOU HUNGRY? 

To the delight of kids of all ages, Sunday morning doughnut sales begin on December 4 and will 

continue many months into the future.  Visit with those at the table to find out more about their plans for 

the 2017 New Orleans Service Trip.  

FESTIVAL CHOIR SUNDAY 
Both services on December 11 

A grand celebration of the season takes place at both services on Festival Choir 

Sunday, December 11.  Our 40 member Festival Choir will lead the services 

which will feature a brass quartet, members of our Waves of Grace band, and 

handbells.  Please invite your friends and family to join us for these joyous 

services. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FOR THE LEADERSHIP TEAM? 
Sunday, December 11, between services in the Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will be holding “office hours” in the Fellowship Hall between services on Sunday, 

December 11 – just look for people with Leadership Team nametags.  Office Hours are held the Sunday 

before the LT’s regular monthly meeting.  If you have questions or suggestions for the Leadership Team, 

want to discuss your concerns, give feedback, or just get to know the members of the LT better, please 

feel free to join us.  You can always get in touch with the LT at other times by using the contact form on 

Elim’s website: www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/staff--leaders
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GIFT OF A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Sign up to send and/or sing on December 18, 3-6pm 

Send the Elim Carolers to serenade someone special with a 

bevy of beautiful holiday songs. Destinations must be in 

Petaluma and please make sure your recipient will be home 

during the afternoon of December 18.  Find the sign-up 

sheet in the Fellowship Hall on December 4 and 11. 

All ages are invited to share the joy of the season with others as carolers, jingle bell ringers, and anyone 

who just looks cute in a Santa hat.  The afternoon will end with a chili potluck in the church kitchen.  

Participants are encouraged to sign-up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall on December 4 and 11. 

CAROLS & BEER 
Thursday, December 22; 7pm at Aqus Café 

No better way to boost your Christmas spirit than by belting out Christmas carols while enjoying a cold 

one.  Join us at Aqus for an evening of holiday cheer at 7pm on December 22.  For an entire evening of 

Christmas cheer, you are invited to meet at the Petaluma Museum at 5:30pm for Aqus community’s 

annual caroling around town, ending at Aqus at 7pm. 

WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS DAY? 

You may have noticed that we will not have services on Christmas morning.  Those of you who enjoy 

celebrating Jesus’ birthday at church are invited to St. John’s Episcopal Church (40 Fifth Street).  They 

will have a Lessons & Carols service at 10am with Holy Communion.  

NEW YEAR’S DAY WORSHIP 
January 1, 2017; 9:30am 

Make a resolution to start the year off with a new year prayer and blessing.  There 

will be one worship service at 9:30am led by some of Elim's young adults. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WORSHIP HELPERS FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

On Christmas Eve we will have three worship services with hundreds of people attending throughout 

the afternoon and evening.  How about making serving at one of the services part of your Christmas?  

Maybe your whole family can serve.  We need ushers, greeters, and acolytes (to light all the candles).  

Just send an email to barb@elimpetaluma.org to get more information on how you can help. 

Anyone who has signed up to acolyte at a Christmas Eve service is invited to a quick review/training 

with Robin Merrill after the 10:30am service on December 18.   
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THANKS FOR A GREAT BAZAAR YEAR! 

As we put our feet up and revel in the success of this year's Arts & Crafts Bazaar, we reflect on all the 

positives our ministry has afforded our members and congregation.  Our success is because of the 

generous support of our church friends and family; our community is truly a blessing. 

Our one-day Christmas Bazaar on November 13 was a crazy success raising over $700.  This year's 

Bazaar totals will generously support many local charities that will be decided at the December meeting 

of the ELCW Board.  

Anyone who helped us during this Bazaar season is invited to a holiday get-together 

on December 4 after the last service.  We’ll help with the pantry angel tree project 

then proceed to party . . . white Elephant style.  Bring a wrapped gift - something 

ridiculous - from home or a treasure in Room 2.  We will provide rotisserie 

chicken, you bring on the rest.   

We have spent the last few weeks cleaning, purging, and sorting our incredible workspace.  We are 

already excited to get started on crafts in the new year.  We also have plans to share our talents and 

create some holiday decor for our sanctuary. 

Our Saturday Brunch Bunch will take a break until January.  In the meantime, everyone is invited to 

pitch in on the clean up between services on Sundays or during the week after 3:30pm. 

Remember:  your crafters are happy to support any non-profits that need donations for their fundraisers. 

Just let us know and we'll make sure you have something special. 

Diane Deardorff, Craft nerd 

 

FUTURE PLANNERS NEEDED 

Ever wonder how worship and music comes together?  The Worship & Music 

Planning Committee would like to invite you to bring your ideas regarding the 

planning and executing of future worship services.  Watch for more information as 

we enter the new year. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE 

Woo-hoo, this project is now complete!  If you haven’t done so already, you can get your copy from the 

office during the week or find them in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings for a suggested $5 

donation.   

Don’t forget that all this information is already available online and updated daily!  Contact the office at 

elim@elimpetaluma.org if you need the log-in information for this great tool.  There is even an app for 

your cell phone! 

 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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ADULT MINISTRIES 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

 Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 12pm in the 

back of the sanctuary.  The annual soup luncheon will take place on December 8, everyone is 

invited to bring cookies, Pastor Patrick will lead Bible Study, and Little Shepherd students will 

provide the entertainment in exchange for cookies. 

 Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, December 19, at the 

home of Karen Pesutich. 

 Esther (JoAnn Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  According to tradition, 

the December 13 gathering will be at Kathy Matt’s home. 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.   Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby.   

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am.  Our program has classes for all ages here 

at Elim.  Every Sunday, Little Fishes and ELIMentary Camp meet in Room 4/5 for a short gathering time. 

Offering for honey bees will be collected at the beginning of the gathering.  

 Little Fishes:  3-year-olds through 1st graders meet in Room 6  

 ELIMentary Camp:  2nd through 4th graders meet in Room 9  

J Crew is open to 5th & 6th graders and meets in the History Room at 9:40am. 

December Schedule 

 December 4:  Regular schedule 

 December 11:  No classes -  meet in Room 9 to rehearse Christmas Program songs 

 December 18:  No classes – Christmas Program 

 December 25:  No classes – Merry Christmas! 

 January 1:  No classes – Happy New Year! 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM!! 
December 18, 10:30am 

We will have our annual Christmas Program to share the story of 

Jesus’s birth on December 18 at the 10:30am service.  We will have 

a dress rehearsal on December 17 from 9am-11am.  The songs will 

be practiced at Children’s Church during the 10:30 service in the 

weeks leading up to the program.  

The deadline for sign-ups is December 4.  The sign-up forms can be found on the Children, Youth, and 

Family bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or you can sign up online at 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/christmas-program.html.   Check out the Elim website to listen to the 

songs and for any Christmas Program updates.    

5TH-8TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday, December 18, 3-6pm 

This month’s activity will involve sharing some Christmas cheer through caroling.  The Youth Group – 

and congregation – will begin caroling at 3pm and end up back at church for a chili potluck.  Sign up to 

participate on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  (see page 4 for details) 

7TH & 8TH GRADE GET-TOGETHERS 
December 4, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups, 

downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.   The Chlebowski 

family will provide the meal on December 4; please RSVP! 

HIGH SCHOOL 

We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.  

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

Adult Forum began a new book for the season of Advent.  A Stubborn Sweetness and 

Other Stories for the Christmas Season is a collection of heartwarming, modern-day short 

stories about realistic people finding hope, courage, and faith amidst life’s 

circumstances.  Even if you aren’t reading the book, you are encouraged to attend the 

class as one of the short stories will be read each morning followed by discussion.  

Additional books have been ordered and will be available for $5.   

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/christmas-program.html
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Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
KNITTING FOR NAOMI 
Many of you may be familiar with Nancy’s “Knitting for Naomi” Project.  Nancy knits all year, sells the 

products - mostly scarves, hats and headbands - to friends, relatives, and folks at Elim, and donates ALL 

of the sales towards Naomi’s education.  Naomi recently started her third year at the Jomo Kenyatta 

University in Arusha and Nancy plans to attend classes with her for a day in December.  You can 

support Naomi’s education by purchasing Nancy’s creations on Sunday mornings in December 

alongside the World Store. 

WORLD STORE 
December 4, 11, 18; 9:30-10:30am 

Elim's World Store will be stocked with a variety of fairly-traded gifts made by artisans from around the 

world.  Your purchase helps break the cycle of poverty for those families and our profits are used to 

support various ministries of Elim.  Stop by the store in the Fellowship Hall during the Christmas season 

to shop with a purpose!  Some sale items also available. 

EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim serves on Tuesday, December 6, at Lucchesi Park and will cover the Westside Pantry 

on Thursday, December 15, in our Fellowship Hall (also the night St. Vincent’s hands out toys to 

children in line – toy donations accepted in the Elim office on December 15 only).  Come a little before 

5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring 

the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who needs to fulfill community service hours.  

If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about pantries, please contact Becky in the office 

(becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

Help Needed this Month!   
We need someone who can haul tables and other supplies from Elim to the pantry and then on to 

Petaluma Valley Baptist Church on Tuesday, December 6.  Please contact the office if you are willing and 

able to help. 

Pantry Donation 
Petaluma United Church of Christ had a Saturday morning pantry for many years but this outreach 

ministry has now ended for them.  The remaining $756.30 in their pantry account was gifted to our 

Interfaith Pantry ministry! 

November Pantry Results 
The November 1 Eastside pantry served 35 households representing 95 people, 24 of which were under 

the age of 18 and 12 who were over the age of 60.  Thanks to our volunteers for the evening:  Ben & Sue 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
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Barnes, Dave Bachman, Bill & Carolyn Tennyson, Len & Ruth Svinth, Brian & Joyce Tolson, Gary & 

Karen Haugen, Karen & Andrew Sipich, Pastor Patrick & Kinley, Dane Svinth, and Kevin Hart.  Bill 

Tennyson and Len Svinth did the shopping at REFB, Kristy & Matthew Oakes delivered donations from 

COTS, and Don Bent hauled tables this month.  

Elim hosted the Westside Pantry on November 17.  Mike Andrus bought 835 pounds of food from 

Redwood Empire Food Bank for $138.61.  We received two deliveries of excess food from COTS, Judy & 

Jim Peterson gleaned a friend’s tree to donate 52 pounds of persimmons, and the Petaluma FFA dropped 

off 3½ dozen eggs.  We served 81 households that represented 268 people, 89 of which are children and 

31 over the age of 60.  Thanks to Mike Tiernan from St. Vincent’s for transporting the COTS donations to 

Elim, and to the night’s volunteers:  Jenny, Pierce, & Alicia Christensen, Kalen & Blaine Clemmens, 

Dahlia & Linden Gen, Greta Choi, Kevin Hart, Michael & Shirley Cardella, Cathe Kiler, Patrick & Kinley 

Torbit, and Rich Rodkin. 

Pantry Angel Tree 
We are still collecting items for the children of our pantry families.  There is a Christmas tree in the 

Sunday School area and the Welcome Area bulletin board.  The tree is decorated with angels that list a 

small gift to buy.  Examples of the gifts are candy, fruit cups, playing cards, etc.   Please take an angel 

ornament, buy the gift, and return it to the box in the Fellowship Hall or Sunday School area 

by Sunday, December 4.  We will need some volunteers to help sort and fill the bags after 

the 10:30 service on December 4.  Another opportunity to help will be 

on December 6 at the Eastside Pantry (Lucchesi Park).  This is a great 

opportunity for children to experience the act of giving to others.  

Please contact Barb Villa if you can help: barb@elimpetaluma.org  

ELIM R3 NEWS 

Elim R3 wants to be more than just an annual service trip to 

New Orleans.  The group is developing an email list of 

people who want to help with community service projects, 

primarily working around the county and occasional jobs 

within the Elim community.  If you are interested in being 

on this list, visit us at the donut table to sign up.  

Questions?  Contact Athena Labberton. 

New Orleans Team News 
 Donut sales begin December 4. 

 Second payment due December 11. 

 First meeting of the 2017 team will be on January 6 at 6:30pm at the Labberton's house.   

 

MEXICO HOUSE BUILDING  
Forms & deposit due December 11 

Believe it or not, it is time to start planning for the Spring 2017 Mexico House Building Mission Trip, 

scheduled for March 20-25, 2017, during spring break for many of the Petaluma schools.  Students are 

eligible to attend if they are in 7th grade or higher.  Students in the 6th grade are also able to attend if 

Save the date &        
plan a date! 

Friday, February 3 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
early and get the dinner 
reservation you want.  
Leave the kids with us! 

mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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accompanied by a parent.  High School students - this mission also qualifies for 40 service hours and 

looks good on college applications!  You can find the forms on our website at 

www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-building-mission-2017  Any questions; please call the church 

office or Roger Davis. 

Come to Learn.  Come to Build.  Give a family Hope. 

JESUS STOCKING 

An Elim tradition, the Jesus Stocking, returns again this year.  Take the stress out of the 

holiday season (and reducing the amount of stuff we accumulate) by giving a gift to Jesus 

by supporting those with real needs.  We have an extensive list of ministries to choose 

from – Petaluma nonprofits, ELCA services, Tanzanian projects, and various Elim 

programs.  Make a donation and take one of the red gift cards to notify that special 

person that their gift is making a real difference.  See the bulletin board in the Welcome 

Area. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER 

Christmas Cheer provides food boxes for families and seniors and toy bags for children aged 0-12 for 

Petaluma area residents.  Donations of food and new, safe toys, books, games, and sports equipment (no 

toy weapons) will be accepted November 28 through December 14, 10am-6pm Monday through 

Saturday, at the former Safeway location in the Washington Square Shopping Center.  Financial 

contributions can also be sent to PO Box 4741, Petaluma 94955.  

If you know a family or senior who might need their services, please have them contact them as soon as 

possible at (707) 763-8368 or at the donation site. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 
Saturday, December 3; 10am-4 pm; at Faith Lutheran Church of Sonoma Valley (19355 Arnold Drive, 

Sonoma) 

Stop by for holiday shopping for gifts, home goods, jewelry, and décor handmade by local crafters, 

artisans, and bakers.  Ample onsite parking with full ADA accessibility. 

GRATITUDE 
An annual gift to Elim from Bill & Carolyn Tennyson is a thorough carpet 

cleaning in the sanctuary.  A year’s worth of red wine, coffee, and wax have been 

tediously removed and we hope it stays that way!  

 

Our Men’s Ministry had a bright idea!  Thanks to them, most light fixtures in the 

kitchen and Welcome Area have now been replaced with LED bulbs. 

 

Thanks to all of you who donated warm items and financial contributions towards the Warm Things 

project.  Thanks to the sorters and counters and to Thrivent Financial for an Action Grant of $250.  Barb 

Villa created a fabulous sign wishing all the residents a blessed holiday season and Becky Schuerman 

http://www.elimpetaluma.org/mexico-house-building-mission-2017.html
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Choi developed a handout inviting the residents to worship with us at Elim during the holidays.  We 

were able to donate the following items for the residents of Petaluma PEP Housing units:    

 Women:  137 hats, 101 scarves, 101 gloves, 66 pairs of socks, 25 change purses, and 9 sets of hats, 

scarves and gloves.  

 Men:  70 hats, 3 scarves, 70 gloves, 59 pairs of socks, 4 umbrellas, 2 ponchos, and 32 hand 

warmers.   

Here are two letters from PEP staff members even before the residents arrived to receive the warm items. 

 “The table is all set for today’s seniors to shop. Items have been put away for the next shop and 

also those shut ins that have need.  Thank your congregation again for taking this project on and 

supporting PEP!” 

 “Thank you so much for all of the work you and the Elim congregation have done for our 

residents!  The items look beautiful and are greatly appreciated.” 

-Nancy Clarke 

 

I am grateful for all who have generously donated to the Tanzanian Mission Trip.  I will share stories 

about the families and programs that have benefitted from your generosity.  I will take our Elim 

Christmas cards with me to give to the recipients and I know they will find a way to a special spot in 

their humble abodes.  Please keep all the families and programs we will visit in your prayers.  Your 

generous donations will have such a positive impact on their lives.  Hopefully I will be able to have some 

communication with all of you via the internet.  The dates of the trip are November 29-December 20, 

2016.  Asante Sana! 

-Nancy Clarke 

 

We had an amazing turnout for the Elim 2016 Cleanup Day on November 12!  An impressive number of 

volunteers came out to help us beautify our public spaces for the holidays.  Take a look around!  Pretty 

spiffy, but it couldn’t have been accomplished without the love and support of the entire congregation 

and the folks listed here:  Joanne Athearn, Tammy Albertson, Dave Bachman, Cole Becker, Don Bent, 

Phil Cannon, Roger Davis, Duncan Flett, Lynn Harenberg-Miller, Kevin Hart, Rosemary Hart, Peter 

Labberton, Sarah Labberton, Christian Mason-Davis, Alex Miller, Audrey Norman, David Penny, 

Judy Peterson, Kevin Prime, Lucas Prime, Becky Schuerman Choi, Barb Villa, Doris Widger, 

Catherine Winters, Garrett Winters, Mary Winters, and Mary Wyrick.  We also want to acknowledge 

the landscaping crew who spent Veterans Day trimming and sweeping:  Don Bent and Julie, Stella, & 

Lucas Prime.  And the day before that, Lou Navarro mowed our grounds and Karen Pesutich polished 

the silver. 

Going forward, consider joining in on the fun on other cleanup days or be a member of the Cleanup Task 

Force that is forming now. 

In gratitude, 

-Lynn Harenberg-Miller & Audrey Norman 

Thanks to Rich & Susan Rodkin, Mike & Karen Pesutich, and Andrea Anderson for continuing their 

annual tradition of decorating the sanctuary for Christmas.  We also have spiffy new banners thanks to 

the handiwork of Diane Deardorff and Barb Villa. 
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ELIM REGISTRY 
Joy Carlson, wife of Oscar Carlson, passed away on October 10. 

Judy King passed away on November 15.  Her memorial service was held at Parent-Sorensen Mortuary 

on November 26. 

Dennis Koca died suddenly on November 18.  A memorial service is tentatively scheduled for December 

10 at 1pm at Elim; watch the announcement page and Elim Express for updates. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

October 2016 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    
October 2015 

Year-to-Date 2015 

Budget $23,087 $118,228   

Actual $20,510 $117,934 $22,415 $114,740 

Variance ($2,577) ($294) ($1,905) $3,194 

Change: -12.6% -0.2% -9.3% 2.7% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   

General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

October 2016 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $27,875 $30,989 ($3,114) 

Expenses $35,259 $41,920 $6,661 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($7,383) ($10,931) $3,547 

Year-to-Date (June-Oct.)    

Revenue $153,471 $154,243 ($772) 

Expenses $156,448 $166,773 $10,325 

Net Increase (Decrease) ($2,977) ($12,530) $9,553 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
December 4:  Gen; December 11:  

open; December 18:  Amer-Koch; 

December 24: poinsettias; 

January 1: Penny 

Help make the altar look special 

each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you (someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your name on the Flower Chart on the 

bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you use flowers from your garden 

(free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

READINGS 
This fall we will continue with the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings. 

On the Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, 

from Creation through the early Christian church.  From now through Advent, Old Testament readings 

move through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and culminate in Advent with the prophets’ 

longing and hope for the coming Messiah. 

Bulletin Art Wanted:  We would like to feature artwork each week submitted by members of any age 

that represents the text of the day.  See the chart below that gives you the reading you can look up in 

your Bible, the main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to 

copy.   Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be almost two 

weeks ahead of the service to give us an opportunity to make your artwork look beautiful when we 

create the bulletin.  Sign up for a date at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin 

and submit artwork/photos to barb@elimpetaluma.org   

 December 4 - Turn to a Merciful God 
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 – We think the Lord demands so much from us. 

But really, God is making just one simple request: come home to 

me, my children. I’ve got something amazing for you! 

Main idea: God blesses our dreams. 

Art:  Mary Wyrick 

 December 11 – Festival Choir Sunday 
Telling of the Christmas story through song. 

Art:  Carole Amer-Koch 

 Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 27 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 60 51 49 61 

10:30am 104 148 125 126 Nov 2016 181 

Wk total 164 199 174 187 Nov 2015 159 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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 December 18 – Jesus’ Birth Announced (8:30am service) 
Luke 1:26-45 [46-56] – It’s all spinning out of control. Here is Mary, 

unmarried, now pregnant, but with the Son of God? There’s 

nothing else to do but take refuge at her cousin’s, where two 

women share a common bond and a mutual experience of God’s 

miracles on earth. 

Main Idea: Mary spoke on behalf of a nation united in its 

anticipation of something better.                                 Art:  Joëlle Harris 

All Ages Christmas Program at 10:30am service 
Telling the Christmas story through song and cute kids. 

Art Deadline:  December 6 

 December 24:  Birth of Jesus (Christmas Eve) 
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] – Away from home, and without proper 

lodging, a woman delivers a baby. Has this odd story of 

unconventional family, inconvenient birth, and unexpected rural 

visitors been so repeated that it loses some of its wonderful 

strangeness? Listen again—for the first time. 

Main Idea: Jesus came for the whole human community. 

Art Deadline:  December 13 

 January 1:  Simeon and Anna 
Luke 2:21-38 – Only eight days old, and Jesus is already making 

waves in the temple. Two long-suffering servants, Simeon and 

Anna, are about to have the moment for which they have spent 

their lives waiting. 

Art Deadline:  December 20 
 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Debra Jensen Orner 7 Bonnie Clapham 15 Zachary Warner 24 Gene Smith 

 Will Osman  Audrey Norman 17 Martha Sabourin  Sally Warner 

2 Alicia Christensen  Jim O'Connor 18 Caroline Flett 25 Ryan Chavez 

 Pierce Christensen  Diane Silveira  Dolores Frey McCloud  Joel Petersen 

 Scott Clark 8 Trudee Herman  Mark Norman 27 Liz Ravenscroft 

 Kirsten Creamer 9 Katie Hunsicker  Bill Tennyson  Mette Wong 

3 Pam Lewis 11 Juliet King 19 Jim Wyrick 28 Grant Gibbs 

4 Spencer Prime  Lydia Zipp 20 Robin Butts 29 Lisa Stewart 

 Dane Svinth 12 Lynn Harenberg-Miller 21 Martin Bohn 30 Cindy Moore 

5 Jacob Sampietro 13 Kiera McGavin  Hannah Dillingham  Alva Whitt 

 Tim Williamsen  Veronika Svinth  Natalie Micco  Gregory Winters 

6 Laine Price Gen 14 Cotter DeJong  Kinley Torbit 31 Kevin Unger 

 Joseph Roemer  Scott Hilbert 23 Caroline Stewart  Declan Widger 

   Susan Rodkin     



elimpetaluma.org        DECEMBER 2016  |  PAGE  15  

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 762-4081 / Fax: 773-7866 / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

(443) 668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church December 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
6:30pm Cherub Choir (Rm 9) 

7pm Festival Choir 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

2  3  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

4pm Loustaunau/Scott 
students' recital 

4 World Store 

9:40am Christmas Program 
Planning Meeting (Fireside 
Room) 

11:30am Crafter’s Christmas 
party (Fellowship Hall) 

5pm 7th-8th Get-together 
(Fellowship Hall) 

5  
7pm Mutual Ministry (Gen) 

7:30pm Worship Team (choir 
room) 

6  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbell Choir (nursery) 

7  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

8  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Festival Choir 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

9  10  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

9am Festival Choir Dress 
Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

1pm Memorial for Dennis 
Koca (tentative) 

11 World Store 

Festival Choir Sunday 

Paperwork + deposit due for 
Mexico trip 

9:30-10:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall) 

9:40am Christmas program 
song rehearsal (Room 9) 

12  
7:30pm Worship Team (choir 
room) 

13  
12pm Esther Circle (Matt) 

3:30pm Cherubs at 
Springfield Place 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbell Choir (nursery) 

14  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

15 Source Deadline 

5pm Elim's turn at the 
Westside Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

16  17  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

9am Christmas program dress 
rehearsal (sanctuary) 

12pm Danish Club Christmas 
Party (Fellowship Hall) 

18  World Store 

9:30am LT Office Hour 
(Fellowship Hall) 

10:30am Christmas Program 
& Worship 

11:30am Acolyte training 

3pm Caroling 

19  
7pm Elizabeth Circle 
(Pesutich) 

7:30pm Worship Team (choir 
room) 

20  
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Handbell Choir (nursery) 

21  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

22  
7pm Carols & Beer (Aqus 
Cafe) 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

23  24  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

4pm Christmas Eve service 

5:30pm Christmas Eve service 

9pm Christmas Eve service 

25 Merry Christmas 
No Worship or 
Sunday School 
classes 

 

26  
Office Closed 

7:30pm Worship Team (choir 
room) 

27  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

 

28  
5:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir 
Room) 

29  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

30  31  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

Worship at 9:30am 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship 
9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open 
 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION  9:40-10:25AM 

Dec. 4 only: Little Fishes (Room 6): 3yrs–1st grade   
Dec. 4 only: ELIMentary Camp (Room 9): 2nd–4th gr. 
Dec. 4 only: J Crew (History Room): 5th–6th grades   

Dec. 4, 11, 18: Adult Forum (Choir Room) 



It’s time to order poinsettias to decorate the church 
at Christmas! You are invited to order a plant in 
memory or honor of someone; you can take the 
plant home after the last service on Christmas Eve 
or the following week. A special insert at the 
Christmas services will list the names of those who 
have donated the flowers and in whose memory or 

honor they were given. 

 Sunday, December 18 

 $12 per plant. Your payment must accompany the order.  

 Please make your checks payable to Elim Lutheran Church. 

 You may mail your order, bring it to the church office, place your 

order in the offering plate on Sunday, or on elimpetaluma.org. 

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________________   

How many plants? _______ x $12 = ________________ 

 I will pick up my plant(s) after Christmas  

 I will not pick up my plant(s)  

Please print carefully! 

Plant(s) given by: 

___________________________________________________________ 

 In memory OR  In honor of: _________________________________  

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 
Office Use: Paid $ _____ Check # _____ Cash ___ Date _______ List ______ 
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