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Festival Choir Sunday – Palm Sunday, April 9 

Our Festival Choir will provide uplifting, inspirational, and rhythmical anthems at both services to help 

tell the story of Holy Week. 

Kids should arrive with Easter baskets in hand at 9:40am for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

Living Last Supper – Maundy Thursday, April 13 at 6:30pm 

In the spirit of Jesus’ last supper with his followers, we will gather together around tables for a meal, 

communion, and foot washing, as we remember God's presence and Jesus' call to serve.        

Last Day of Living – Good Friday, April 14 at 7pm 

Through tableau, music, readings, and prayer, we will gather together to remember the last moments of 

Jesus’ life, as we lament hardheartedness, evil, suffering and the feeling of God forsakenness. 

Living Hope – Easter Sunday, April 16 

We gather together as we celebrate the faith that says although we grieve, we do so 

as those with a living hope. 

 8am worship featuring Elim’s Chancel Choir 

 9:30am worship featuring Elim’s Waves of Grace band 

 11am worship featuring Elim’s Worship Team

THE SOURCE 
  A Monthly Newsletter of Elim Lutheran Church 



elimpetaluma.org        April 2017  |  PAGE  2  

THE STRUGGLE IS REAL, BUT SO IS OUR HOPE 
It was a hot and humid summer day in Baltimore, Maryland.  My dad had just sent me out to his work 

truck to retrieve a couple of plumbing parts in order for us to finish a job that we were working on at a 

residence.  I was wearing a blue t-shirt, shorts, and work boots as was my usual wear.  Having stepped 

out of the front door and into the sweltering heat, I could feel myself beginning to sweat.  My clothes 

began to stick to me.  I reached the plumbing truck and opened the back doors to what felt like an oven.  

An oven stacked from floor to ceiling with work tools, boxes, trash, old parts, new parts, and plumbing 

grease.  And there was no order to a lot of it.  Just a giant pile of chaos.  So much so, that the only way to 

reach some things was to either start unloading some of it or to climb up on top of it and body surf it.  

Taking stuff out was always a slippery slope.  If you took something out, chances were that something 

else would fly out.  It was best that things be left alone.  So on this particular day I climbed to the top of 

the pile to begin searching for our finishing parts.  I tried location after location but to no avail.  A couple 

minutes turned into several minutes and the initial sweat and stickiness of walking out the front door of 

the cool house we were working in turned into sweat pouring down my face and clothes that were 

becoming soaked.  My initial cool and calm had turned into hot and frustrated and this is usually a 

pretty bad combo, at least if you’re me.  Gentleness seemed to disappear and aggressiveness and overly 

aggressiveness kicked in.  It no longer was a matter of carefully sorting, but of angrily slamming in 

hopes that I would at last find those plumbing parts, and I would soon be put out of my misery. 

“Hope is a function of struggle,” says Brené Brown, referring to the work of C.R. Snyder at the 

University of Kansas at Lawrence.  Don’t you think that’s true?  The idea that hope is related to struggle.  

That without struggle, perhaps there is no hope.  Brené Brown goes on to say, “The most beautiful things 

I look back on in my life are coming out from underneath things I didn’t know I could get out from 

underneath.  The moments I look back in my life and think ‘God, those are the moments that made me,’ 

were moments of struggle.” 

If Brené Brown is right, struggle is maybe less of an enemy, and more of a friend.  Perhaps instead of 

going away from struggle, it is something to go towards.  Instead of discouraging it, perhaps it is 

something we might encourage more.  Instead of trying so hard to protect against it, perhaps we take it 

as it comes.  Instead of regretting it, perhaps there is a certain kind of thankfulness and appreciation for 

it.  Perhaps instead of seeing it as a curse, we might see it - with time - as blessing.   

I wasn’t thankful for it then, but looking back on it now, that hot mess of a plumbing truck made me.   

Ours is a faith that says a couple thousand years ago, a particular person came out from underneath 

something that people don’t come out from underneath – a story of God amid struggle, a story of God 

giving hope, a story that offers to make us. 

The struggle is real…but so is our hope.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

SPRING CLEANING 
April 1, 9am-12pm 

Elim R3 is sponsoring a Cleaning Day on Saturday, April 1, and we aren't fooling!  Come 

help ready the church and upstairs for Palm Sunday, Easter, weddings, and the Jazz 

Dinner all happening in April.  Sign up at the Donut table on Sunday mornings and join 

us.  There will be refreshments… 

WORLD STORE 
April 2 & 9; 9:30-10:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

Find some great additions to your Easter baskets that also make a difference in the world!  Our World 

Store will sell fair trade products in the Fellowship Hall on the four Sundays before Easter.  Proceeds 

from the World Store support various Elim ministries. 

EASTER CRAFT SALE 
Sunday, April 2 

The Elim Crafters will be hosting a pop-up sale for Easter on April 2.  The Easter sale will have all kinds 

of festive fabulous items to help celebrate the holiday: wreaths for your door, garlands for your walls, 

jewelry for your Easter outfit, and even soft little bunnies for your Easter baskets.  Since giving is down, 

your donations will go to the general fund. 

EASTER BASKET ESSENTIALS:  SEE’S CANDIES  
Orders due April 2 

Elim R3 will be selling See’s Candies as part of the fundraising efforts for our New 

Orleans service trip in July.  Hop on over to the donut table for order forms and see all 

the yummy, eggstraordinary Easter goodies.  Orders are due on or before April 2 

(forms may be dropped off in the See’s Candies box found in the “Welcome” area or 

at the donut table).  Please include payment with your order - checks payable to 

Elim Lutheran Church with “NOLA” in the memo line.  You may pick up your 

goodies at the donut table on Palm Sunday (April 9).  If you have any questions, 

please call Brigitte Winterboer. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Donations due April 2 / Hunt on April 9 

Dust off the Easter baskets and get your running shoes on for our annual Easter Egg hunt on April 9!  We 

will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:40am and walk over to the lawn as a group.  

We are looking for candy donations to fill the Easter eggs that we already have.  Please bring bags of 

candy to the collection bin located in the church office or in the Welcome Area through Sunday, April 2.  

If you have enough will power to fill plastic eggs with candy for an hour or two without eating any, 

please contact Kristy Oakes.  
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WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT 
Last soup supper and service on April 5 

Thank you to all who have shared their wonderful soup and bread with us at the Wednesday night Soup 

Suppers.  If you have not been able to make it, enjoy the last one on April 5 starting at 6:15pm.  Your 

donation will support the Elim Scholarship Fund. 

We are also looking to gather all our soup recipes in one place.  If you have a killer soup recipe you want 

to share, could you send it to barb@elimpetaluma.org. 

Please join us for the final Wednesday Lenten service on April 5 with “hope” as the theme.  The offering 

is designated towards the Elim Scholarship Fund.   

“LIVING LAST SUPPER” MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 13 starting at 6:30pm 

For some, the darkness of Holy Week needs to be experienced in order to truly experience the joy of 

Easter.  Join us for our moving Maundy Thursday worship service that will include the Living Last 

Supper, communion, and foot/hand washing.  Following foot/hand washing, the solemn act of stripping 

the altar will be done as part of the service in preparation for Good Friday.  The entire service will 

promptly start at 6:30pm and will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION STILL FRAME TABLEAU 

Calling all actors, actresses, and those who are simply good at making shadows….If we are able to find a 

cast, the plan for Good Friday is to have a tableau depicting Jesus’ last moments.  Participants will create 

these scenes by standing still and making shadows up against a curtain.  There are no speaking parts.  

All ages are invited to be cast members, and no previous experience is necessary.  Rehearsals will be on 

two Wednesday nights - April 5 (immediately following midweek lent service) and April 12 (7pm).  The 

tableau will take place on Good Friday (Friday April 14) at 7pm at Elim.  We are looking for a cast of 

about fifteen people.  If interested, email patrick@elimpetaluma.org or elim@elimpetaluma.org 

HEALING MEDITATIVE PRAYER 
Saturday, April 15, 10am 

Our healing prayer ministry team welcomes anyone who would like some prayer healing.  They do this 

confidentially and will ask no more questions unless you wish to discuss further.  It takes about 20-30 

minutes.  To set an appointment, please call the church office (762-4081).  The first appointment starts at 

10am in the Fireside Room (church office building).  If you would like them to come to your home, let 

the office know also.  

EASTER MORNING TREATS 
To celebrate Easter, we invite people to bring special treats to enhance our normal 

“coffee hour” treats.  Donations of coffee cake, muffins, fresh fruit, frittata, etc. 

will be greatly appreciated.   

 

mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:patrick@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
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NEW ORLEANS JAZZ DINNER & SILENT AUCTION 
Sunday, April 30, 5:30-7pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Come enjoy some authentic New Orleans food and check out our 

amazing Silent Auction on April 30.  Advance tickets can be purchased 

at the Sunday morning doughnut table starting on April 9:  $8 adults / 

$6 kids under 12 / $25 family in advance; $10 / $8 / $27 at the door.  All 

proceeds will go to Elim R3 to support the New Orleans trip in July and 

to make a donation to SBP.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FANNY PACK MINISTRY 
Deadline for donations:  Sunday, May 7  

Sort, assemble, & deliver:  Friday, May 12 

Elim will again be providing "Fanny Packs" to about 200 homeless children and adults of Petaluma with 

support by a Thrivent Action Team.  We need your donations of trial/sample-sized toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, combs, tissues, lotions, dental floss, as well as children's items such as 

crayons, stickers, small activity books, hair ties, flash cards, matchbox cars, etc.  Donations need to be 

here by Sunday, May 7. 

We'll need to borrow several laundry baskets to do the sorting.  They will be returned to you after we 

finish the packing.  Please help sort and count the donations on Sunday, May 7, in the Fellowship Hall 

between 9am and noon.  We will then assemble in the back of the sanctuary at 9am and deliver the 

actual packs on Friday, May 12. 

We do this in cooperation with COTS and all of the recipients have been so grateful to receive this useful 

gift prior to Mother’s Day.  You too will be blessed with your participation in this ministry.  Please let 

Becky Wyrick know if you can help on any of these dates. 

YOU’VE GOT QUESTIONS, WE’VE GOT… 

Why do bad things happen to good people?  Did God kill Jesus?  Does somebody have to believe in the 

literal resurrection to be a Christian?  Is God a democrat or republican? 

During the month of April, you are invited to submit a question of faith that 

you have been wondering about.  Selected questions will become theme 

questions that will be asked and considered throughout worship services this 

upcoming summer, June 11 – September 3.  Questions can be submitted to 

elim@elimpetauma.org or there will be a drop box with a big question mark on 

it as you enter the sanctuary.  

CRAFTERS UPDATE 

We want to thank Amanda Cummings for getting us all involved with "Days for Girls".  Our sewing 

party netted us 12 completed kits that are benefitting girls in Sierra Leone.  Another work day is being 

planned for Saturday, May 27, 11am-3pm.  To learn more about this project, visit www.daysforgirls.org. 

mailto:elim@elimpetauma.org
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Our brunch Bunch meets every Saturday in Room 1 from 10am to 1pm (not meeting on April 29 due to 

Butter & Egg Days).  Feel free to bring a snack item to share.  All ages and talents are welcome.  Stay and 

craft with us or pick up a project to finish at home.  Our talents will turn to Mother's Day next so come 

join in the fun.  

We would like to remind everyone our ministry is happy to donate to any non-profit fundraiser.  Just 

stop by or send us a note and we will happily support your efforts with a donation. 

Happy Crafting. 

Questions or comments, call or text Diane Deardorff. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ST. PETERSBURG ENSEMBLE! 

The St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble will share their a cappella sacred church music, classics, national and 

modern compositions at Elim on Friday, May 26, at 7pm.  If you saw them when they last visited Elim in 

May 2013, you still may be singing “Kalinka”.  This promises to be a wonderful experience for the whole 

family.  And maybe some of our men might get inspired to form an ensemble . . . (Cathe would love to 

hear from you). 

MEALS FOR THE NOCKLEBYS 

Would you like to prepare and deliver a meal for our dear members, Diane & Daryll Nockleby, in their 

time of need?  They would like meals on Sundays and Wednesdays.  If you want to jump on this meal 

train, please contact the office for information on how to sign up.  

ADULT MINISTRIES 
MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 
Elim men meet for a pass-the-hat breakfast every Saturday in the church kitchen.  Cooking at 7-8am, 8-

9am eat and discuss.  Topics include the Bible, fatherhood, and the great bacon vs. sausage debate.  For 

more information or to sign up to cook, contact Brian Crosby. 

ELCW – ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

Would you like to attend a monthly women’s group but not sure which one?  Just contact one of the 

Circle Chairs and let them know you are interested.  Below you will find Circle information and when 

they each meet.   

• Grace Friendship (Carol Mayo) always meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month – April 13 – at 

12pm in the back of the sanctuary.   

• Elizabeth (Debra Jensen Orner) meets on the 3rd Monday of the month, April 17, at Susan 

Rodkin’s home.  Andrea Nortz will lead Session 3 of their Bible study on “Galatians: Christian 

faith and Christian freedom” from Gather magazine. 

• Esther (Jo Ann Andrus) meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon.  The April 11 gathering 

will take place at Vivian Tasselmyer’s home. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT AT CROSS & CROWN 

The women of Cross & Crown Lutheran Church invite the Elim women to their Lavender Springs Spa 

Retreat on Saturday, April 29, 8:30am-5:30pm at Cross & Crown in Rohnert Park.  The retreat includes 

worship, Bible study (Psalms), and time for both laughter and quiet reflection.  The $35 fee (due April 23) 

includes continental breakfast, lunch, all retreat materials, and a day of fun and refreshing activities.  

Contact the Elim office for more information and registration forms.  

FAITH FORMATION 
SAVE THE DATE FOR ELIM’S MOST EXCELLENT VBS . . . 

June 12-16 

At Maker Fun Factory, kids discover that God made them—and for a 

purpose!   We can't do this incredible production without your help. This 

is a wonderful way to share our faith with our youngest community 

members. This year's theme will be amazing!! 

We need volunteers of all ages for Site Teams:  Imagination Station, Game 

makers, Bible Discovery story, Kidvid Cinema, Tinker tots Preschool, Snack Factory.  Other volunteers 

needed as crew leaders (incoming 6th graders & up), Decorating team, Photography team, and 

Registration team. 

So keep watching for more details.  Online sign-ups for all positions open soon. 

Diane Deardorff, VBS Director 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Faith Formation at Elim meets between services, 9:40-10:25am and our program has classes for all ages 

here at Elim.  Our schedule is different this month! 

• April 2:  Little Fishes (3-year-olds through 1st graders) and ELIMentary Camp (2nd through 4th 

graders) will meet in Room 4/5 for a group activity.  J Crew (5th & 6th graders) meets in the 

History Room 

• April 9:  No Sunday School classes because we have an Easter Egg Hunt!  Meet in the Fellowship 

Hall at 9:40 with Easter baskets in hand. 

• April 16:  No Sunday School due to Easter. 

• April 23:  No Sunday School classes. 

• April 30:  Intergenerational Sunday School - young, old, and in between are invited to join 

together in feeling the spirit!  We’ll sing, play, and create as we have some Holy Spirit fun!  We’ll 

close our time by putting together car care packages to hand out to the homeless.  All are 

welcome.   
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

5th – 8th Grade Youth Group 
See page 4 about participating in a new Holy Week event – the Good Friday Tableau!  Only two 

rehearsals to prepare for this experience.  Also, watch for emails about helping with the Easter Egg Hunt 

on Palm Sunday. 

6th – 8th Grade Get-Together 
April 2, 5-7pm, Fellowship Hall 

The group formerly known as Confirmation will meet to eat; share and support one another in life’s ups, 

downs, and ordinaries; learn and discuss relevant faith and life topics; and have fun.  Meal provided by 

the Yant family. 

High School 
We continue to have Wednesday Night Meetings in the youth room (Room 10) from 6:30-8pm.   

If you would like to help during the services on Sunday mornings, there are many things you can do. 

You can sign up to be an acolyte, usher, children’s church assistant, wine server, etc.  We love to see 

youth and young adults help out in the worship services. 

Elim Scholarship 

The Elim Scholarship Committee is happy to announce the opening of the application period for 

potential Elim Scholarship applicants.  Any student who is pursuing higher education and training and 

has not received a prior Elim Scholarship is eligible to apply.  The Elim Scholarship is a tangible way for 

the Elim Community to provide financial and spiritual support to scholars in our community.  We 

would love for that person to be you. 

Applications will be available on the Elim website on April 1.  All applications must be emailed to 

elim@elimpetaluma.org or mailed to the church office no later than May 1, 2017. 

Scholarship recipients will be recognized and awards will be distributed at a special ceremony at the 

10:30am service on Sunday, May 21.  We ask that any recipient make every effort to be there to accept it. 

If you have any questions about the Elim Scholarship, please contact the church office. 

Those who are interested in contributing to this continuing scholarship fund 

are invited to make donations ‐ make checks payable to “Elim” and put in 

offering basket or send to the church office.  Or you may find electronic giving 

an easier way to make contributions to the Scholarship Fund; visit 

www.elimpetaluma.org, click on the donation button and then scroll down to 

the Scholarship Fund.  You can either use an existing Simply Giving account by 

signing in, or pay by credit card or electronic transfer from your bank account.  

You can even set up monthly gifts to this fund as well as other funds. Call the 

church office if you need any assistance. 

Thank you for your continuing contribution to the future of our congregation. 

-Elim Scholarship Committee 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Adult Forum  
Sundays at 9:40am in the Choir Room 

During Lent, the Adult Forum will be reading Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living 

by Krista Tippett which is also the basis for this year’s Lenten services.  There will be no Adult Forum on 

April 16 or 23 and all are invited to participate in the Intergenerational Sunday School on April 30. 

Exploring the Story  
Tuesdays at 7pm, Choir Room 

Come and engage in deep, meaningful, and exploratory conversation about the Bible readings for the 

upcoming Sunday.  A great group of regulars are always eager to welcome newcomers to the bunch. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD SUMMER PROGRAM 

Enrollment begins towards the end of April for Little Shepherd Lutheran Preschool’s summer program!  

Each week will have a theme with related activities.  Open to all children ages 3 to 5 who are toilet 

trained and have attended a preschool program.  Hours are 9am-2pm each day.  Contact the school, 

church office, or see the preschool website (elimpetaluma.org/preschool) for the registration form 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY 
SECOND MILE GIVING | CHANGE THE WORLD:   

LUTHERAN BORDER CONCERNS MINISTRY 

 “Second mile giving” refers to an extra offering towards a special cause.  The April recipient will be Lutheran 

Border Concerns Ministry.  Check off “Special Offering” on the pew envelopes, look for the special offering 

envelopes in the back of the sanctuary by the copper vase, click on the “Donate Now” button on our website, or 

send a text to 707-317-6431: $(amount) 2nd to contribute.  

Lutheran Border Concerns Ministry in San Diego is celebrating their 50th year of ministry in Mexico 

(mostly Tijuana, Mexicali, and San Luis Rio Colorado) this year.  LBCM’s purpose is threefold: 

1. HELP people who live south of the border, including both spiritual and material needs. 

2. INFORM people who live north of the border about the spiritual and physical needs of their 

sisters and brothers to the south. 

3. ENCOURAGE Christian congregations in the USA to meet their mission opportunities to share 

the Gospel with Hispanic people in their own neighborhoods. 

Yearly over $500,000 worth of donated food, educational materials, clothing, quilts, medicines, and 

building materials for projects are given to the needy.  Their programs include serving breakfast to over 

800 children, building homes primarily in the Tijuana area, building churches, providing scholarships, 

etc. 

http://lutheranborderconcernsministry.org/    

http://lutheranborderconcernsministry.org/
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EASTSIDE AND WESTSIDE INTERFAITH PANTRIES 

This month Elim hosts the Eastside Pantry on Tuesday, April 4, at Lucchesi Park (with the help of the 

5th-8th grade youth group this month) and will cover the Westside Pantry on Thursday, April 20, in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Come a little before 5pm to help set up.  We start serving at 5:30pm and are usually 

done and headed home by 6pm.  Bring the kids, a friend or neighbor, and a high school student who 

needs to fulfill community service hours.  If you would like to be included in the reminder emails about 

pantries, please contact Becky in the office (becky@elimpetaluma.org / 762-4081). 

PETALUMA BOUNTY SPRING PLANT SALE  
Sunday, April 23; 9am – 3pm; Bounty Farm at 55 Shasta Avenue 

Get your garden started!  There will be thousands of plants for sale on Sunday, April 23, at the Bounty 

Community Farm.  With over 25 varieties of affordably priced vegetables, herbs and flowers to choose 

from, everyone is sure to find something for their garden! 

There will be popular favorites including heirloom tomatoes, sungold, hot and sweet peppers, on-ions, 

leeks, lettuce, chard, kale, specialty greens, cabbage, broccoli, melons, winter and summer squash, beans, 

and herbs and flowers round out the selection!  Veggie seedlings ready for planting will start at $3. 

Thanks to their sponsors, Petaluma Bounty will be offering a dollar for dollar match, up to $10, for 

anyone purchasing their edible plants with CalFresh (EBT).  EBT cards, cash and credit for payment will 

be accepted at this event.  

Learn from local gardening experts which varieties will do best in 

your garden and how to get seedlings off to a healthy start. 

There will be children’s activities and an art station as well has live 

music for part of the day from a local folk band. 

Proceeds from the Annual Spring Plant Sale support the Bounty Community Farm Programs and other 

initiatives that provide healthy food to low-income families and seniors that may not otherwise be able 

to afford it. Grow your own food while helping others grow theirs! 

HOPS FOR HOMES 
Tuesday, April 18, 5:30-8:30pm, at Lagunitas  

Lagunitas will open its garden to benefit COTS on April 18!  The barbecue 

masters from Sauced will provide a delicious dinner (save room for dessert 

from Three Twins Ice Cream), and hometown fiddle and jug band 

Rivertown Skifflers provide the old timey, foot-stomping music. 

Gifts are rolling in for the silent auction and raffle. Do you like wine? Do you like live theater and music? 

Do you like travel? Musical instruments?  If so, come ready to find a bargain. 

Tickets are $25 in advance at http://cots-homeless.org/index.php/how-you-can-help/community-

fundraisers/hops-homes/ (Petaluma’s own Active 20-30 Club has an art project for the kids. Kids under 

12 get in free).  The price of your ticket less $10 is tax deductible. All proceeds from Hops for Homes go 

to support COTS programs for families, veterans, and other adults. 

mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
http://cots-homeless.org/index.php/how-you-can-help/community-fundraisers/hops-homes/
http://cots-homeless.org/index.php/how-you-can-help/community-fundraisers/hops-homes/
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Can one cup of coffee a week make a difference in this world? 

Today I am writing on a matter of some urgency to our faith community.  As we enter the last two 

months of our fiscal year, giving to our general fund—Elim’s largest fund, almost entirely paid for by 

your giving, and supporting staff wages, operational costs, and the needs of our ministries that aren’t 

covered by special fundraising—is forecast to be $298,000 for the year.  That’s $22,000 below the budget 

we approved together last May and $12,000 below last year’s actual giving. 

 

This shortfall has come as a surprise after a three-year period of 

steady giving, especially during a time of transition where many 

congregations see a 20-40% decrease in giving.  The absence of this 

“transition trough” speaks volumes about the heart of this 

congregation for its mission in Petaluma and around the world.  

 

The Leadership Team has been able to avoid a serious operating deficit this year by delaying the hiring 

of a much-needed general manager to supervise the staff, handle accounting and provide administrative 

oversight for our operations.  This position was approved by the congregation at our May 2016 annual 

meeting as part of a restructuring of responsibilities to allow the role of pastor to be focused on the 

Ministry of Word and Sacrament and not administration.  Assuming a modest 2.5% increase in giving 

next year, our current draft budget for 2017–18 is still about $26,000 in deficit.  If we do not work 

together to solve the giving shortfall, the Leadership Team will need to balance the 2017–18 budget 

through some combination of eliminating staff positions, breaking the congregation’s promise to Pastor 

Patrick that his call would focus on ministry, and reducing our commitment to supported ministries. 

 

To better understand the observed decline in giving, the Leadership Team undertook an anonymous 

review of giving patterns by family unit from 2013 through 2016.  The results give us cause for thanks, 

concern, and hope. 

 

Thankfully, we found that giving from today’s active participants increased during the 2013–16 period 

at an annual rate of almost 5%.  Those among us who make giving to the general fund a habit appear to 

have been prayerfully considering and adjusting their giving  

 

The numbers also reveal some significant concerns.  A total of 25 individuals and families have stopped 

giving due to death, relocation, transfer, or resignation.  Membership changes are a fact of life in the 

church.  Unfortunately, these particular losses came mainly from the higher end of our giving spectrum. 

As a result, even though our currently active participants have been increasing their giving, it has not 

been enough to completely offset these losses. 

 

A second concern, is that a considerable fraction of our community, including active participants, 

provides little or no financial support to Elim or its ministries.  While participation in the Church is 

without question open to people in every financial situation, Jesus’ teachings and the examples of the 
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faithful for thousands of years continually invite us to put our trust in God and to give to God’s church a 

faithful portion of the blessings we have received, no matter how much that is in absolute terms.  If you 

are among those who do not make a financial contribution on a regular basis, please understand that 

everyone starts their giving journey right where you are.  The members of the Leadership Team are 

themselves at different stages on this journey, and invite every member of our community to join us on 

the road to a life of faithful giving no matter what mile marker each of us is at today. 

 

We are hopeful because this congregation rejoices in doing Jesus’ work.  The amount of giving that we 

need for a balanced 2017–18 budget is $333,000, an increase of $35,000 over the current fiscal year.  That 

may seem like a lot, but shared between the 184 actively participating “giving units,” it represents less 

than a $5 per week increase in giving for each family or individual giver.  That’s it.  One cup of 

Starbucks a week.  If we all work together, that’s all it will take to help ensure that Elim will have the 

resources to carry out our mission to Petaluma and the world for another year.  

 

You will be hearing more in the coming weeks from members of our Elim community about why they 

participate in our life together and what motivates their giving.  The Leadership Team is also preparing a 

pledge campaign so that we can document our commitments to supporting our faith community and 

help us budget more accurately.  While you wait for information on the pledge campaign, we ask that 

you also consider an immediate increase in your current giving.  As noted above, even the smallest 

amount will have a meaningful impact.   

  

Peace, 

Kevin Prime 

President of the Congregation 

 

Regular Giving 
Month of      

February 2017 
Year-to-Date 

Month of    
February 2016 

Year-to-Date 2016 

Budget $24,105 $229,160   

Actual $23,125 $213,798 $23,403 $222,441 

Variance ($980) ($15,361) ($278) ($8,643) 

Change: -4.2% -7.2% -1.2% -4.0% 

     

Full Year Budget $321,154   

Last Fiscal Year Actual: $310,278   

Increase over last year: $10,876   

Change: 3.4%   
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General Fund (Unrestricted) Summary of Activity 
These are funds that we receive as regular offering, cost sharing from the preschool and other groups; we 

use it to pay salaries and our operating expenses. 

February 2017 Actual Budget Variance 

Revenue $27,130 $29,078 ($1,948) 

Expenses $24,526 $30,287 $5,761 

Net Increase (Decrease) $2,603 ($1,209) $3,812 

Year-to-Date (June-Jan.)    

Revenue $270,079 $286,495 ($16,416) 

Expenses $266,224 $310,121 $43,897 

Net Increase (Decrease) $3,855 ($23,626) $27,481 

GIVING . . . THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT 

Those of you who currently utilize online giving may be interested in 

donating with your smartphone.  Vanco now has Give+ available 

through the App Store and is optimized for the iPhone.  The app is free to download and there is no 

charge for credit/debit card giving.  Search for “give plus church” to quickly find and download the app. 

GRATITUDE 
Thank you so much for your special offering for Tanzania.  It enriched Nancy’s and my trip so much to 

be able to help so many people – individuals with food and organizations like Heifer Foundation (we 

visited two families with cows, goats, fish who are now able to support themselves and put their 

children through college).  We also were able to help a group of Massai women to become financially 

independent.  We also were able to give a scholarship to a 17-year old girl who had been attending New 

Life Band school.  Her father died and the family did not have the money – Elim’s donation paid for the 

last year of high school.  Thank you again.  This was my first trip to Tanzania but not my last. 

-Fondly, Pat Dunlap (Nancy Clarke’s friend who accompanied her to Tanzania in December) 

Thanks to the ELCW for purchasing the new wireless microphones!  Yes, we can hear you now. 

A number of people have been sneaking around the Elim property pulling weeds, mowing, removing 

trees, and doing their best to make our grounds look nice in between showers.  Special thanks to Cynthia 

& Walt Griffith, Julie & Lucas Prime, Lynn Harenberg-Miller, George Matt, Rich Rodkin, Don Bent, and 

any others who haven’t been caught in the act. 

ELIM REGISTRY 
Carrol McCormick passed away on March 7.  Her memorial was held at Elim on March 18. 

Mike Savage passed away on March 9.  He requested no services. 

John Ford passed away on March 14.  His celebration of life was held at Elim on March 26. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
April 2:  Svinth; April 9:  Stewart; April 16:  Easter flowers; April 23:  open; April 30: open 

Help make the altar look special each Sunday!  You are invited to pick a date that is significant to you 

(someone’s birthday, anniversary, or ??) and provide the altar flowers on the closest Sunday.  Put your 

name on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the Welcome Area.  The cost depends on whether you 

use flowers from your garden (free), make your own arrangements, or use a florist. 

BULLETIN COVER ART 

Special thanks to all who have contributed to creating a cover for the bulletin so far this year.  It’s 

wonderful to see our members share their talents with the congregation.   

We would like to continue featuring artwork each week submitted by members of any age that represents 

the text of the day.  See the chart below that gives you the reading you can look up in your Bible, the 

main idea, and a summary.  Drawings must be done in dark colors and easy enough to copy.   

Photographs may have to be adjusted for better quality copying.  The due date will be the Tuesday 

before the service.  Sign up for a date by contacting the office or online at 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin and submit artwork/photos to 

barb@elimpetaluma.org or drop off at the church office.  

WORSHIP HELPERS 

Thank you to all our worship helpers who consistently sign-up to help.  April is a very busy month with 

many opportunities to lend a helping hand.  If you haven’t signed up before and would like to help, 

please contact Barb or Becky in the office (707)762-4081.  Every week we are looking for volunteers.  

Many of the positions only require your help during service.  You do not have to make a commitment to 

do the task every week.  Many hands, make light work.   

READINGS 
We are following the Narrative Lectionary (NL) in Year 3 of a four-year cycle of readings.  On the 

Sundays from September through May each year, the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 

Creation through the early Christian church.  This month focuses on Jesus’ passion through Lent and 

Holy Week.  On Sundays between April 30 to June 4 we’ll be looking at stories of Jesus’ first followers as 

they banded together and created a spirited movement that was unstoppable. 

 Mar 5 Mar 12 Mar 19 Mar 26 Average weekly 
attendance 8:30am 66 44 58 56 

10:30am 101 90 109 117 Mar 2017 160 

Wk total 167 134 167 173 Mar 2016 235* 

 *includes 3 Easter services 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aea82aa4f49-bulletin
mailto:barb@elimpetaluma.org
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April 2:  Zacchaeus 
Luke 18:31-19:10 - No sight? No height? No problem. Jesus has a way of 

finding those who truly seek his attention. And as we should have learned 

by now, even a brief encounter with the Son of God has the power to 

transform a life forever. 

Main Idea:  Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house long ago, and he comes to our 

house today! 

 

 

April 9:  Triumphal Entry (Palm/Passion Sunday) 
Festival Choir tells the story of Palm/Passion Sunday through song. 

Jesus’ long anticipated arrival in Jerusalem is met not by an angry mob, but 

rather a raucous parade singing his praises. However, the master’s eyes can 

see only certain demise – of himself, and finally, the city itself. 

Main Idea:  Everybody perceives Jesus in their own way. 

Artwork by Don Bent 

 

April 16:  Empty Tomb (Easter) 
Luke 24:1-12 - It’s been a grueling week for the followers of Jesus, but still 

they faithfully carry out the rituals due to the dead. How could these 

grieving women have known that their anointing oils would not be needed, 

for the best reason imaginable? 

Main Idea:  Easter is about amazement and wonder – God emptied the tomb 

to fill our hearts with God’s love! 

Artwork Deadline:  April 12 

 

April 23:  Emmaus Road 
Luke 24:13-35  -  Two disciples walked on a long road with plenty of time to 

ponder the incredible events of their week. But, who on earth is this 

stranger who seems not to have heard what everyone else is talking about? 

The stage is set for one more surprise. 

Main Idea:  When we share and care for each other, we can see Jesus! 

Artwork Deadline:  April 19 

 

April 30:  Stephen’s Witness 
Acts 6:1 – 7:2a, 44-60 - Introducing Stephen, a man of spirit and grace who 

seems to speak with the authority of God. The powerful are known for 

attracting attention, but it may not be the sort that Stephen would have 

wanted. How far are Jesus’ followers willing to go? 

Main Idea:  No matter what happens, the truth will win out in the end. 

Artwork Deadline:  April 26 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 Carson Roemer 11 Layla O'Connor 15 Janet Scott 21 Richard Clapham 

2 Tammy Albertson  Olivia Stewart  Doris Widger  Heather Soderquist 

4 Blanche Lieb  Patrick Torbit 18 Carol Chavez 22 Kiley O'Connor 

6 Ruth Svinth  Marshall West  Emily Kvalheim  Bradley Worden 

7 Diane Deardorff 12 Tami Gholson  Ana Power 23 Michael Wachter 

 Ashlyn Jensen Stone  Mike Morgenlaender  Rick Villa 26 Marilyn Geney 

9 Kerry Romstad  Dorine Sroufe 19 Alison O'Connor 27 Elise Matley 

10 Kevin Reuter 13 David Haddock 20 Karen Haugen  Joshua Sampietro 

   Janice Swain   29 Kurt Pesutich 

   Bret Winterboer     

 

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 Baker Street, Petaluma, CA 94952                 

Office: 707-762-4081 / Fax: 707-773-7866  

elim@elimpetaluma.org / www.elimpetaluma.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9am-2pm

Pastor Patrick Torbit 

443-668-2024 / patrick@elimpetaluma.org 

Doris Widger, Bookkeeper 

762-4081 / doris@elimpetaluma.org 

Becky Schuerman Choi, Office Manager 

762-4081 / becky@elimpetaluma.org 

Barb Villa, Bulletin Production & Ministry 

Scheduler 

762-4081 / barb@elimpetaluma.org 

Cathe Kiler, Music Director 

415-898-1248 / cathe@elimpetaluma.org 

Kevin Prime, Leadership Team President 

481-1114 / president@elimpetaluma.org 

Sarah Labberton, Faith Formation & High 

School Youth Leader 

sarah@elimpetaluma.org 

Kathy Fowler, Little Shepherd Preschool 

Director 

769-0462 / Littleshepherd123@gmail.com 

Living in God’s love, it is Elim’s mission 

To invite all people 

To grow in God 

And to work together 

To heal and transform the community 

In Jesus’ name. 

 

mailto:elim@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:becky@elimpetaluma.org
mailto:president@elimpetaluma.org


Elim Lutheran Church           Caring • Growing • Serving April 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

9am-12pm Spring cleaning 

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch 
(Room 1) 

2  

World Store and Easter craft 
sale (Fellowship Hall) 

9:40am 3 yrs – 4th grade 
Sunday School (Room 4/5) 

9:40am J Crew (History Rm) 

5pm 6th-8th Get-together 
(Fellowship Hall) 

3  4  
5pm Elim at Food Pantry 
(Lucchesi Park on McDowell) 

5pm Women's Board Meeting 
(Fireside Rm) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Easter handbells 
rehearsal (nursery) 

5  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:15pm Lenten Soup Supper 

7pm Lenten service  

7:30pm Waves of Grace  

7:30pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

7:30pm Good Friday Tableau 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

6  
2pm Finance Team Meeting 

7pm Festival Choir 
(sanctuary) 

 

7  8  
9am Festival Choir dress 
rehearsal (sanctuary) 

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch 
(Room 1) 

9 Palm Sunday 

World Store open  

Festival Choir at both services 

9:40am Easter Egg Hunt (no 
youth Sunday School) 

11:45am Relay for Life 
fundraising mtg (Room 10) 

10  
7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

11  
12pm Esther Circle 
(Tasselmyer) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

7pm Troop 9 Court of Honor 

7pm Easter handbells 
rehearsal (nursery) 

12  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Good Friday Tableau 
rehearsal (sanctuary) 

 

13  
12pm Grace Friendship Circle 
(back of church) 

6:30pm Maundy Thursday 
service (Fellowship Hall) 

8pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

 

14  
7pm Good Friday Tableau 
service 

15 Source Deadline 

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch 
(Room 1) 

10am Healing Meditative 
Prayer (Fireside Room) 

16  
 

 
Worship Services at       
8am, 9:30am, 11am 

17  
7pm Elizabeth Circle (Rodkin) 

18  
5:45pm Worship & Music 
Planning Committee (back of 
sanctuary) 

7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

19  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

7pm Leadership Team 
(Fireside Room) 

 

20  
4:45pm Elim hosts the 
Westside Pantry 

7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

21  
5:30pm Wedding rehearsal 

22  
8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 

10am Crafty Brunch Bunch 
(Room 1) 

2:30pm McKenna/ 
Cunningham Wedding 

 23 Elim's Birthday 

No youth Sunday School 

2pm Marilyn Lee piano 
students’ recital 

24  
7pm Mutual Ministry Team 
(Rodkin) 

7:30pm Worship Team 
rehearsal (Choir Room) 

25  
7pm Exploring the Story Bible 
Study (Choir Room) 

26  
5:30pm Chancel Choir  

6:30pm High School Youth 
Group (Room 10) 

 

27  
7pm Waves of Grace 
(Sanctuary) 

28  
5pm Wedding rehearsal 

29 Butter & Egg Days 

8am Men's Ministry Breakfast 
(kitchen) 

3pm Celeberti/Mansen 
wedding 

30  

9:40am Intergenerational 
Sunday School (Fellowship 
Hall) 

5:30-7pm Jazz Dinner 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30am & 10:30am Worship  (April 16: 8am, 9:30am, 11am) 

9:40-10:25am Faith Formation 

8:20-11:40am Nursery open for children 4 & under 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION, 9:40-10:25AM 

Adult Forum (Choir Room) 
Meet on April 2 and 9 
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